
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



V Google 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



A 



r 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 




AR 
. HISTORICAL 
TOPOGUdPHICAL and DESCRIPTIFE 

ACCOUNT 



/f/4 



iEeaUi of 




WITB EIGHT ENOBAriNOS ANJ> A MAP. 



^ BY T. D. W. DEARN* 



** Old AiromcD's Ws4ld at length doth take her time to telly 
The changes of the worhl, that since her youth befell { 
When yet upon her soil, scarce hnman fiiot had trade, 
A placb where only then the sylvans made abode; 
Where, feariess of the hunt, the Havi securely stood. 
And every where walk'd free, a BxTitaHSR of the wood." 

Drayton's poly-albion, Song 18. 
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Sntrotmttton* 



ISoui^DAftV. — tte boiltickry of the Weald o# Iteitf, 
Us deduced froih the belt aathdritieS) m&y be thus desCribe4i 
Beginning ftt AMingtt>n on' the lAargin of A^Hnnej-inarsh east- 
Ward, it extentls alotag the j^op ^ tlTe Rag-stohe hill above the 
ehArthes of Ki^gsnorth, JSpeat Chart^ PlutUefy SuHou^ Lin- 
ton, Itulitdn. Yarding^ an4 across th\a Med way hj *FestOb and 
Watertngbdf)r, leaylng the foroier to. the right: firbiA thence 
by Heirb«.hil!, ]4iYer^ill&n4 Ule-hill, t^ WelUstVeet on the b6r« 
ders of Surry, ^id then fbi^bwing tk^b^ondary lloes of Suriy 
ibd Sussex oniiie westWsbUtb) eQp»ai^ t)^'isieof Omey^ 
ind extends mng the ma^in of ^JB^i£Dey«iiiarsh ; formtag its- 
northern conftil^. Thkiql^h this is now^he commonly receired 
opinion as tb tHj^mmits f^rlESt^^iirot^tke WeALO within the 
iiounty of Kent^^^re ^4H»iJj|[*^ 

opinion, nor wiU i^ ^PPf^^ strlk^^ tiiat a diffetence slmuldl 
pfeyail considernig.thA jjafierfect data-in. whleh tfUjf^optetoii 
oan be founded.* The mentioa'QM^I •^'' ^^ ^ the earliest 
writers is by no meanlsatisfkctot/^ their stssertlOns erldently 
resting not on pUbtfc andt autiientlc records, or well grotfuded 
research, but on oral t|^i<i(^ and vulgar Mport alone. The 
anglo-saxon chrontjf^ler As^i^hUj* and after him tttnrg of 

« As8ifeHii8iMeaeveilsi»^ (that b, Amc^ o^ dt ftand^s) Biilieiy of^irkiifa, 
b Ihe ineiga of AlAre^ the great He was born in PembiOkesMfe inSoittlt 
^IMetf alid /v^vpated in tbemoBasteVy of 9tk David^s by the Ardibialiop 
AasertuBf to whom aetordio^ to Lela*4 he was telaidU In ittjaoottter/ 
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Huntingdon* and others, assert that the Weald extended 
one hundred and twenty miles towards the west, and thirty 
miles in breadth towards the north, reckoning from Winchelsea 
in Sussex; and that it (dfkii5|^ed]]a 3^l^l|.bf the several coun-> 
ties of Kent, Surry, Sussex and Hants; but admitting this 
statement to be strictly correct, still the exact line of demar- 
cation is left uncertain and indefinite. Whatever authority we 
may be inclined to attach to the testimony of Asserius in 
matters of which be might bje capable oi^ detenninlng, , we jnnst 
ap violence to common sense, to admit without C0Qtii4er9^r0D his 
testimony in this particular; that he ijFas pne of tbe best mfcrriiV'^ 
^d men , of hi^ time may b^ presumed from the ^notice ^kflrp, jo^ 
him by Alfred,, yet he mi^ht^ and ife,^ay,egoodgrouiMU fpp^ 
suj^posing' he was,, incapab^je of deciding with preci^on.jiiref)^ 
a.ct limits of this p^rt of tj^e royal demesne; andtjbe^ reason fc^ 
this . conclusion is simple and obvijQUS. No tw4ih standing »t^ 

he htciiinesLmonkj and Dy his assidnbus application soon acquired univecsai 
faaibves'vt^^^tsim \>f^f6iiM lekniiitg a^ild gi-eat abilities.' Alfred the munili- 
ooit pitiiin olfcediasy flbo«t tbe «fefer 880; 8«iit fbr^iui ib«eMrt. fhttiiti^ 
if^^^dieai^Pi)aaM(WJ^tsfai»te. H0wiu«bidh«rmed with AntkiHat fhs iiiaAtt« 
hiiR his I prece])tor ^d (^iDpanioo. ^ a^'eward for his serviqes 1^, ^[ji^i^a^ 
him abbot oif two or three different monasteries: and at last pronioted bio^ t^a 
tjU episcopsil see of sKirbiirn where he died and was buried in the year 910. 
A^'itUS, sb^'Wis, hrfiari'dfahappygenfus, 'w»«hd.^rful modesty, extensivte 
kBrinag^aiidgrefttititegrit^ d^tife. HI; i¥ Aid » baVe'i^ii'priildipi^ iA*^ 
slnvtM^liil f»e|F9|iad|ng: the Kiflgj to; rAsftor^ -the. difiVersfty .'of OiBfofilVofttP 
pristine dignity and lustre., He wrote De VHa et. reiu§ geHis .AlfteH^^ ;4f^ 
Lond. 1574, published b;^' Archbishop Parker in the old Saxon chara^terf.. 
at {he end of * J^alsinghami Hist* Francf. 1602 fol. and at Oxford in 
fi*^y 8vo. i^tiji bihc^r iifrorks af e rfftcl'ibed to him by 6ale, Bale and l*its ;' 
Ikit aU, ^(sriTj^ tbe ildlttor Of tihe £n<!y. Wit;) d^ 

* Henry of Huntingdon, canon of Lincoln, and afterwards Archdeacon 
of Hantingdon. His works are I. A History of England brought down to the 
yearil54. S, A cpatiwu^n sftb^ of I]lede. $..Ck»Mwi«|;ioBl teii]fe8t>f 
the. KUngs, oC Eagland, . 4i A. ^a»\k Mrpati^.oa theicotetckti^t iif the WoddP : 
5^ Scjireral 'books pf Bplsranw ai^ ]/i^e veisfts^ luadie: Arpotan barJicAri ' 
tb^.w^Qleof whJlchaiie^rUtea,iiilatiji^.< .^. . »- .^ 
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great atneiioratipii of sou'wiy and th« rapid adraneeg of learn* 
itig in the time of Alfred, yet ^e known state of science in 
that reign precludes the supposition, that the extent of thie 
district co«ild hare been laid down from ocfiMcf MUtvey^ and 
with no reason can snch evidence be admittf d on any othtBn 
anthoritj ; this position therefore of Asserins must hare been 
highly conjectural and njost probably yrerj wide of the triitk^ 
In fkct, All that we learn of tbts historian is, that the Weald 
was then of very considerable extent, but whether on the p«r. 
tition of the kingdom Into counties, the western part of it was 
allotted to the county of Hampshire or not, is a point not so 
easily decided; but our business respects only its limits in 
this county, and to that we shall proceed. Lambarde^ 
the earliest of our Kentish historians has the following i«« 
marks; ^^Nowe then we are come to tha Weald of Kient, 
which (after the comjnon opinion of men of our time) is pon* 
teined within very streight and narrowe limits, notwHhstand* 
ing that in times paste, it was reputed of such exceeding 
bignesse, that it was thought to exteade into Sussex, Surry 
and Hamshyre ;'' andfurther, speaki<ig of its Ibnner condition 
and the slow but gradual enCroaehments made on it by the 
industry of man, he aays ^^ And hereout springeth the diversi* 
lie of opinions touching the true limits of this Weald : some 
men aflirming it to beginne at one place, and some at another, 
whereas, in my fanta^, (^ere can be assigned, none other 
certatue boundes thereof, ttien suche as we liave before re«> 
(iiAed out of the ancient hystories " (alluding to tiiO vague and 
indefinite observations of Asserius Menevensis, &c. before men- 
tioned) : ^^ For even as in the olde time, being then a mere so- 

a 3 * 



-* T%e simplicity of'eflrly times, arid the total igaomace of 4ie ait •f mea- 
surfDg land is provetl by the expedient adopted in theezehanga of propecfjF 
between Richard Flt£-GHbert and Lanfrane Ardbhishep af €anteBbory, 
two centuries later than the time of Alfred. * See under Tunkriige, 
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litude, and on no part inhabited it might easily be circi}niscri<« 
bed : since, being continually from time to time made lesse by 
Industrie it could not long have any standing or permanent 
termea« And therefore, what so erer difference in common 
report there be, as touching the same, for as muche as it is 
iiowe (thanked be tied) in manner wholly replenished witli 
people, a man maye more reasonably mainteine, that there ia 
no Weald at all, then oertainely pronounce, eyther where it 
begtnneth, or maketh an eqde," 

The MS« in the Surrenden library, written by the ill-fated 
Sir Edward Oering in the time of Charles I. (about half a 
century subsequent to Lambarde) states, as probable, that 
<<the Weald extended eastward from Winchelsea into Kent 
much after this manner ; and to have had in our county these 
boundaries; viz. from Kent-Hatch over against Umesfield in 
8urry, to Ide^bill, Hiyer-hill, Mole-hill, Peckham-hill, YaU 
ding-hill, Cocks<»heath, Booton, Monchensie, Sutton, Ulcomb, 
Bocton Malherbe, £gerton, Peyingtou, Plu^kley, Great 
Chart, King's-noth, Munford^ and so to the side of th^ hiU 
ef the Marsh, Aldington, Bennington, Qilsington, Orlaston^ 
Ham, Warehome, Kenardington and Appledore, and thence 
to the place where the Hi^er Hother opened into the sea at 
eld Winohelsea; and he (Sir Edward) thinks that within 
these bounds towards Sussex, all is to be accounted the Weald> 
from the top of those hills, including their sides and de^ 
scents*"* And yet directly afterwards he states another o^, 
pinion, so far contradictory of the first, as it goes to change 
the northern boundary altogether, removing it from thef 
Quarry to the Chalk«hilU; and then reason^ op it from n^rong 
premises, but evidently not to his omtu satisfaction, as he con« 

• ^'Itbath been feund, says Markbam, by divers late rerdiots, thfittiie 
Weald reafih^firom Wimch^heay and that hill there, onto the top ofRivcr^ 
HiUf aad neither farther tow^ds LondoQ, por shorter towar4s Ti¥>hrid((4N" 
fyirichm^nt of thp IVeql^ of Ko^k 
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eludes his remarks with the following obsenratioii ^^that one ot 
these two rows of hills must unexceptionably be the northern 
bounds of the Weald of Kent." The latter opinion i^ founded 
on these words of Lambarde : ^^if a man, minding to passe 
through Kent toward London, should arrire and make his first 
atep on land in , Romney-marsh ; he shall rather finde good 
grasse under foote, then holesome aire above the head : againe, 
if he step oyer the hylles, and come into the Weald, &c." 
But, says Dr. Harris, this really proves against his opinion ; 
because the hills, which a tniToUer, bound from Romney-marsh 
towards London must go over, can't be Folkstone^ Wye* 
downs, &c. unless he will go backwards ; but they must be 
those about Aldington, Bilsington, &c. In his direct way 
thither, which are the former, and much more probable 
bounds of the Weald of Kent. Though the preceding con- 
clusion of Dr. Harris be just, yei a much stronger aignmeBt 
fn faror of it, might have been drawn eren from Lambarde 
himself, as will be shewn when we proceed to consider how 
far the opinions advanced by Sir Roger Twisden, are consistent 
with reason and OTidence, for with the hypothesis of Asserins, 
we hare at present no concern. The only point to be determined 
is, whether the Qva^y^ or the Chalk hills are to be consider* 
td the northern boundary of the Weald of Kenij and to de- 
termine this, there really appears no difficulty, even setting 
aside the legal decisions, which buTe uniformly, we beliere, 
been in favor of the opinion here adopted* 

The opinion, that extends the Weald to the Chalk hillsy has 
nothing like an argument to support it, for, as observed above, 
what has been advanced in favor of it by Sir Edward Dering, 
so far from supporting, is decidedly contradictory to such a 
supposition ; as will sufficiently appear by referring to what 
immediately precedes and follows the extract above given** 

t It 8tao4ii thaa ta CAmharde. *' And therefore very reasonable is their 
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Bm'froin a desire of withholding nothing, that can in any 
tteiifiiiye gftti cdlcfr to It, -we shall here state another ground 

conceHe, which doe imagine, that Kent hath three steps, or degrees, of 
Which the first (say tHey) offereth wealtke withoui heatthe, the second giveth 
hfrik woeaUA and hatUhe^ and the thiid afovdeth kealthe omly^ und n* 
toMriti^* F(»r» It a wao,. m)4iAs tp pas^e througli K«fit t^ward^ Umi/i^^ 
shQul4 avive, land i^jike )iis first ^ep on land in JloinDey-inarsb, he ^ha^) 
rather finde good grasse under foot^, then wholespine ^ire al)ove the head; 
againe, if he step over the hylles, and'come into the Weald j he shall'have 
a 6tktt tlie comtnoditi^s, bothe (Cteli et Soli) of the a!r« and the earth t fottt 
if lie i^av^'tliat, and «liiiib the oeKt step of hylles, that 'are batween kirn, 
and JU>adoa4 k^ sMI ba»e waod« and corne for his wealiliue, a<^ (towarils 
th^ ipcrease of his health) if he seeke, be shall fidde, {famfm in agro Ut 
pidoso) a good stomake in the stonie field." These words of Lambarde may 
at first sight appear to warranty in some measure, the opinion founded on 
them by 9h Edward Deriag, but though willing to pay aii reasonable de- 
fttfeaoe to His aaikailty , eitltt there is too mueh tnoonsistency la the (MiBsaga 
hefof«iu, ip eaiitle it td ad<^tiOQ.. Lambar^ no doubt mesmt ta ^ bit 
traveller dawn, spmeivbere at the ea<$tem part of ^omaey-marsb (far AP|esi 
•we suppose this, the position cannot be maintained at all) with bis facepnk- 
bably towards London, and the hills between Hythe and Aldington on his 
right; w1ilch,"if he step operand come into tire Weald (no doubt itaeanltfj^ 
the law 1agidft-b««weeii tbatie hills and the great range af dadkUitle) he shaff; 
sayaJHS kaFeat,«p<iethe aoaiiaodjties^albiof tbeairivid iha earth >>r j##tli«r 
Wipi^s, shaJl meet with a rich ^d productive soil, ap^ a ^are aQ4 wl|ol^, 
some air : but^ he adds, if he leave that and climb the next siep of hilU 
(evidently meaning the chalk hills in the direction of Stowting and Wye) he 
Aall find' abundance of corn and wood, and a good appetite if he seek' it." 
Let us now consider how far Lambarde lias pr«ve4 the conc$He reaMinaWa^ 
oft wbidb kw jremailu are awdc 4c^diag ia tbis cpac^ 4|)eraai« ^)ree 
•tape, aae is i^^eaUby bat not heajthy, the next is healthy but not wealthy » aafl 
the other is both healthy ^nd wealthy: now turn to his explanation and yoa 
will see that he describes one part as unhealthy (the marshyand the other tvoo^ 
as being both healthy and wealthy; but what it may be asked is become o^ 
that part which is stated to be healthy, but not wealthy ? it will be sai<l 
l^rhapsihat<hehas oaiygtvien the Weald a better charaeier than coiBaM>n 
judgment allowed it : so, instead of attempting to prove the vulgar conceHe 
reasonable, he was merely seeking occasion to advance his own : bat this 
interpretation will not do ; the truth is', that both Lambarde and bis traveller 
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for siurh. opinion, andwhich, if any credit could coosia^U|E 
|)e giTea to the accuracy of the .statemeDt wade l^y ik^ OMrly 
chroniclers, : might at first . sight appeftr to have some, tittle 
weigkt, namely that the Weald extended thirty nile^ BortlH 
ivavd from Wiachelsea, yet^ as a proof koW;Uttie T^^li^ity; 1^ 
b^en:(ajDd ought to be) atta^d tO:Sachr A«^bofM(]r9 *^ ^^ nevetf 
^hat we know of, been brought forward «s an a»gamfat J9 
(ayor of this position. To measure fi^om Wi^ichel^ea n^fth^ 
ipard ia a straight line would extend the Umit» ol ^he Wenld 
eren beyond the range of . GuAf-^^ Huts, . km if. m& tal^e 
tjie nearest road from Witicheisea. tsi. this dirQQtion^ i^s boun- 
dary will ft^ nearly fall on the Qua^iEt Hmj>^; rn0Wi mrhicb ofi 
these*, modes should we adopt? of rather should w^ mot imme-: 

iiav^ bf^o steering; too nitrth^rl^ a con^i^ie^ This triflliq; vj^iafi^ ,^ it may. 
be deemed, is however fatal to his authority, and may be>^g^ as an ar- 
gument in favor of that opinion, which confines the Weald^ to the Quarry 
Brill ; for as it is universally admitted th&t, by the part mentioned as only 
bkmtfjrv 16 MeaMt thife'W«frL0$ so^LamMrde by gelling %etweeii Ate "Qmtrrjr^ 
ajiid>0Mhhil]8^ tiiroDdhis-badI on it; 'ami.tlw^tftire, ji» i i oii#r »i»istiiiH 
l^ed onaconat^ wbic|i would not fipgwer t^^^escriptioQ.given oC .it an. the 
vulgar adage. And beside this inconsistency, there is another, no Ips im-.. 
portant ; the word step is used alike for the hills themselves and for the 
tend between them; htfW tliis'is-1» bt Reconciled tet 'the advocate for diis 
o^lotf ibUfMHikBi Wt it will' r^diftf no SBtaAl 'tt^tff&^ to'retad^ ther 
whol#.40iiii8lent. JllSber ifli,;if.4bitid«»Mfipti«n of iMUtmnde/aa^ hi»ae^' 
cpvo^ pf the Weald genenUly/had. be^n^ ever so, clear aq(&>e«nsisleipt, J{f' 
ou|^ht to have no weight with us, as not even the shadow of -a reason is pf^, 
feted In support of it; in one place he asserts that, '* there can be assigned, 
niftn^ other certaine bounO'es thereof, then sucfi4 as we have before recited 
(Ml dftb^ acfAeiiJni h^iUft\t9\*' tsad 4JkoiiAy Aftkfr bteertes, ^a fAWma;^' 
ni9lr.^basQnah|y.tiiainteiBd,; tUft tere is* no/Woold atail,. liiMituitniiney 
pr^aouAce father wl?ere M .b^nR«M>y<9r inalc^h.iia eflde:".)nbw. if 'l»^ 
these two o1;^seryations, w^ add his elucidations of the yenffrt(won(ibfe,cw[ic^e^ . 
about the steps^ we shall, have collected into one focus ihe substance of his^ 
r^ln^rMs on lire Weafd; 'biM we' must leave any furthfe'r interpretation 6t 
a^r Tl^<dljjeet^fa(^reiailii«tf bi, '96 io'^h^^kU^lJilacf 6f ^tfy'ktkSiHh^ 
grounded on the authority of this author, in favor of the opinion that pi[lfn^ 
the iVeald to the Chaik hiifs, and this We trust has been ifuliy accomj^lished. 
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diateiy dismiss both, as arlsttig solely from the mere tinsup* 
|K>rted assertion of those who could know hot tery little of 
the matter, and who, ttc^st {(robably considered it^ as it reaU 
ly was, a thing unworthy of serious cOnsideratioii and enquiry; 
for is it r^Bonable to suppose, that at a time when this dis-^ 
trict was of so little inkportance as scarcely to hate hiid any 
known owner, that mnch, or any pains shotld hate been taken 
to deteiinine with aeciiTacy eten its letigtli and breadth, and 
ithile s6 mUny points of consequence in the history of thos* 
times, Wen$ either slightly tbllched on, or proYokingly dis^^ 
regard^ altogether ?--^Before Sir Edward's first conjecture 
is takeil iiito consideration ; it may not be improper to state 
here another opinion that has been advanced on this subject^ 
though on what authority is not known, that the pilgrim's 
road, which beginning at Croydon in Sufry, entered this 
county at Westerham, taking a direction to Chetening and 
thence oter Wrotham-hill to ttochester, and along the high road 
to Canterbury, marks the boundary of the Weald northward^ 
and determines the tythe of wood : the importance of this no^ 
tlon may be collected from what has been already said and 
What follows* 

tn support of Sir £dward Dering^s first statement, which 
makes the rag-stone hills the northern boundary of this d»-* 
trict, many arguments readily present themselves, with one of 
the most important he has himself furnished us ; thslt, withiit 
the bounds here laid down, scarce any remains of antiquity 
hare been found; and it may be added, that within these 
limits, history is silent as to any settlement of man, prior to 
the conquest, with the exception of the Roman station, Ande<^ 
rida^ and those of the Danes in the neighbourhood of Applet 
dore (anno 805) ; both on its frontiers. On the contrary be« 
tween the Quarry and Chalk hills, m<tny Roman, British, and 
Saxon .remains have been found* and there is abundant reasmi 

^ At tghduuA the remains of a camp siippoeed tidier Homan or firitislii 
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lo believe thtt thege parts wefe not on!/ partially bat generallj 
peopled lefng before the eonqnest. Another argmneiit maf 
be drawn from the termination of the names of places here^ 
which M Dr. Harris jnstljr observes, " relate to woocfe" and 
io« situation; such as Den^ Hyrst or Hur'ii^ Ford, Well, Sf€k 
but scarce Kny express the habitation of men there, or th# 
mtoBtion of towns, ^c, sueh as Chester, Burgh, Don or Dun^ 
Thorp, Ton, Wic, HaU or Ham. And to this rule of jadginif 
there are but few exceptions, though some there are." * Y^t 
erea these exceptions are strongly corroborative of the opinion 
that confines the Weald to the Quarry hills, which opinion is 
Still further strengthened by the following passage from Lam* 
barde, (whose authority in this instance is really important) 
'^ I thinke verely, says he, that it cannot be shewed out of the 
auncient chronicles, that there is remayning in Weald o{ 
Kent, or Sussex, any one monument of great antiquitie.-f 
(Peram. p. 169). 



At Anington, a castle (called the castle of the Medway) in the time of the 
8azoD8, which was destroyed by the Danes. At Leeds, a castle in the tim^ 
of Ethelbert II. and prtrtmUy a Roman station from the anticjuitiet found 
Iherei Maidstone snppifeed by Camdea va the Va^iaoe mentioned tiy Anto' 
ilinasia his 9d Iter, in which work. Dr. Gale observes, that coins of the 
3 have been found at Newington near Hy the, and at Stowting, &c 



* Insfanees of some of these latter termination? (expressive c^ the haibiti^ 
taom of men), are aamerons leMetfA the Qnarry and Chalk hills \ amoa^ 
them are the following^ Cherit6n, Newington, Horton, Kennington, Har* 
iqietsham, Lenham, Otham, Offham, Wrotham, and Ightham, &g« With* 
in the other boundary we have the following; Bonnington, Boagbton^ 
liennardiogton, Linloo, Sutton, Wittershmn, Hunton, Egerton, Aiding* 
ton, BHstngton and P^Jdmn East and West; but observe that the latter 
ai« mvariably on the bordgn of the Weald, and ooascqaenUy famiA sf 
powerful aisameat in favor of, our hyuotkesii. 

> ♦ HOW tbit agtfees w4th the e«f«Mioi!r of the homrdary to the Ghkifk hilTs, 
will be readily seeaj and the fbllowing pasnga franrthte ntt^aottK*, dftar^ 
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Thif first position of Sir Edward Oering, tfron, if not ftb^^ 
idluteljT estftblished, Is supported dy siicli pUmsibie argnments, 
that until they can be proved unfounded^ it should be main^ 
tained; it is admitted as highly reasonable by Dr^ Harris and 
Mr* Hasted, and though contradictory opinions are still 
maintBined by interested persons, jet we belieye, that nothing 
like an opposing aigument has been published since Sir Ed«^ 
ward's time; or any thing transpired which can in the least 
operate against it. 

Name, Earit State, and Citil ano Religious Cok« 
DiTioN. — By the Saxon word Weald or Wcdda^^ is 
meant a woody tract; hence, the robbers and other, 
person^ of dissolute and abandoned life, with which such 
places were usually infested, were named Weald Genga; and 
if associated in companies Weald Hlothat. In Tery early 
times it was called Andred^ Andredshgey Andredstvald tk^ad 
Andredsberghy probably, after the Roman station Anderida. 
The Britons termed it Cott-Andredy the great or large wood ; 
and during the Saxon heptarchy it was entitled SaluUis Regaiis^ 
Sylva Communis^ ^c. (the^ royal chase, or common wood)* 
Though the Weald, as early as the Saxon heptarchy was di- 
vided into Dens, Denbera? or Wealdbera; and grants of pannage 
for hogs within the Weald, were added to royal grants and 
lordships elsewhere ; yet there is no reason to beliere that 
prior to the conquest, any Independent manors existed here, 
or that it was parceled into parishes, «nttl that time. In the 

]y deiDOdfttrates tlie nnceriaiaty attached to t1i« subject in his tfaaer **and 
yet'* says be** if qsestioo ia lawe should tbrtane to be moved, ooneemiag 
the limits of the WeaM« (as in deede it maye bappeo npon the statste of 
woods, and otherwise) I am of o^aioa, that the same ought to be decided 
-^ the verdite of twelve men, gromded upon the common repatation of the 
'tountrey there aboates, and apt by any other means.*' Per. 110, 

• Henee, according to Dr. Harris, cane the old bariNuroas latin woid 
gualdM, a wood or grave* 
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dowtions of ^iidt lying.imt of the Weald, to ^o coiiTeiits of 
Ctntorlwry and Rochester, and oClwr religkmt houses, therals 
frequent nention made of pannage for hogs in Andred* If a 
pnedium or a poasession were giTcn to any one oat of tha 
Weald, in the nature of what we cali now a manor, or a lord* 
ship, it was usually the way to accouMiodate it by an additional 
grant of a common of pmm a g e^ which .was mentioned in the 
deed; and after, it had a limitation to one or more Dens* 
Thus in the grant of King Oifa, of Frindsbuty and Atling* 
ham to the priory of Rochester (anno 764) there is added to* 
wards the end : Aiffedii iv Denberii i» communi $aUu^ hoc ed 
Weaid$e WeHra; viz. BiUmgden, C€akMfjfr0$y M^oiden and 
RmdigielL And the same kiud of gift is made by King Egbert 
to the same convent, in his grant of Haliiog.'">^ 

^'Aiid as the learned Spelman shews from Domesday 
book ;^ these den$ were of no determinate bigness nor extent : 
In Tarmiforde «c&* Denw Farva^ and i^ Magnw. EpUeopu$ 
Batocemii in Manerio deOw habit ires denas qum vaUeni xx 
sal*^ And in another place cited by him are these words : 
et tres denm de Sjfha reddunt xxx porcas. The word Denm 
comes from the Saxto Dtne^ which signifies a valley,- low en<« 
closed place, or den. And doabtless they were sometimes en* 
closures taken out of the great royal wood or Weald, and 
granted by the sovereign to particular convents, places or 
persons. For perhaps at first the liberty of poiifiagfewas 
granted in common; but very great trouble and difficulty 
arising, in finding out their own hogs, it is likely they got 
leave by degrees to inclose and divide it into partitions within 
a hedge: and these partitions or enclosures doubtless were 
what it above mentioned, under the name of Densj DendefieSf 

b ^ 

• Text IMfem. lb* 126 aad 128asquate4 bj Dr. Bmris: 
t la Yerbo Dtaa, ia GioMir^ 
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oc WeMterUi ; wl^tch Ktid itls<> parti^liir ottmes u^aed 
th«iB, to distinguish i;fa«m one from ftnother^ as «j^pMT8 hy 
rvy nuiieroui instuaces in opr old. charters. And na doiibt 
bat in process of time also, they cultivated and tilled some 
part of flie land within the districts of their Denberka : aad 
these being dependent on manors elsewhere -sitoat^d, did <ipt, 
wiien Let out to tanants, exempt. theoi from paying services and. 
cufltodis, in proportion to their tenaaeiesJ' This epinipn is 
Cflfofirmad by the following passage of' Soeiner (Roman povts' 
•fid fests, p. ill and 117). ^^ Albeit there were of old no 
ifeanovft in the Weald, yet the lands lying there, when once 
caitivated aed puiniired, being appendant to and depending on 
manof s elsewhere ; the tenants in respect of, and proportion 
to their holdings and tenancies, might be and were lyable te 
the lord of the manor whereof they held, for services and 
customs, as other tenants elsewhere; for beside, /ea%, suH 
qf <u»«f^, and reliefs there, among other local cnstolM and 
services heretofore obtaining, there do frequently occnr, gavei 
fwhUj scot ale^ pannage^ gotepeny^ sUmmer-hus sHver, corre* 
^y, and (Umger** Thus, he continues, the Weald as othev 
j^laces, ^yielded quit rents, customs, and services of old, as 

* 1st. QavelSmnty a costom so csQIed when they paid swine in kind; 
ittt if redeemed with money, then it was calted SwmB Ptny and Smne Mo* 
9^; %ad W99 a rent for the leid's leave and 8ii|femace to his tenant, that 
lie mi^t ^cep and feed swine of his own, or takip in other men's to feed 
^ithin his denbery. Thos also there was Gavel bord^ Gavel timber and 
Gavel reflerf in order to repair the lord's honse, charged npon the wood* 
lands, after the agreement aboYO mentioned^ to take a rent of assize in 
awHiey fat the wood. 

. 9^. Jaiivt'j^le^ wHith.was » MqI« or contclbatloo from the.temmts, ts 
make a provision of ale, to entertain the lord or his baylilf or beadle, when- 
* ever he held a parrock; i. e. a court which was anciently held in the 
Weald : and was something like the twaitmote in the forest : here an account 
was takM '^ the swlbe j^Vfti^'and' sWine money, doefrointhe fenants ; 
and of other customary FCrvices. And our author (Somner) judges probably 
ein>Tig;h^ that the word paddock is ilut a corniption irompmroc$ which word 
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ir»Ua9at{Mne8ent, and If the partlculiirs tboTe mentiotted bo 
aot avidene^ enou^^^ he adds this farther to put it out of nl} 
difpttte:'^ la the relgas of King Edward III* and King Rie» 
hard II» the Areh^ifhops of Canterbuiy, and the prior of Christ 

padd»ek not otily »gnt§&B m pardadar place f b the Jfleoii waod in Eatt Keni^ 
but is Qfl«n ased for a ogiiiU latrli about a gentleman's boose. This Kot al$ 
tf^eias tp lie the same with what Bructw taihfiUsiaiU^ perhaps for JieldAle^ or 
fildale, 

3d. Pannage, in latin pes90t%a ; this was the profit arising from taking in 
hogs, to be fed and fatted with the mart of the place. And out of this 
pannage, tythe was in those days nsually paid. 

. itb.. QmH P«i^. This was<a feat whieh the tenant paid for thf liberty of 
ane or more fate^ for h\^ in^cs» and egress to and from hid own, by th^ 
lord's land. 

5th. Sujnmer hns-silver. This he proves from a paissage in the old cuitu' 
fnale of Newlngton near Sittingbonm ; where ai^ these words: Homim» 
ftto^ae de waida debent unam DoMiJai jbb SnMAhtM^ quod anglioe didtaf 
^roaavna, ant 90 sal* dare. For it was the custom tbea it seems, tor tba 
hkrds or propri^tan of these dens in the Wealdy to go thither in the summer 
time, to take care of, and to dispoise of their pannage ; and in order to 
their better accoonmodation, some kind of house or habitation was to be pro-*, 
vided for them, by' their tenants, or else a rent was to be paid in lieu of i#, 
la money: which was the sammdrAtis-sf/ver. 

dth. Ctnvtdy* This was a provision of diet, as the other was of lodging i 
fi»r their. lord's coming on snch. an occasion; as is now the custom when 
fellows of colleges, or prebendaries of churches, visit their manors and 
keep their courts. Thus in an old Custumal formerly belonging to Ickham 
manor in Kent. Et in quoUbet anno debet invenire corredium, tt dmnim 
ntcesaaria doming aim veniret vtdiere jpeMonam, vetfrnmulo ejut* 

Ifth.. Danger, This is. tiuis explained in an accouotprott of Charing ai%> 
_4lor in this «oiiaty, A. D, ISSQ. Et de vvvj. soL et vii^.den, de waldis nf 
moxsint arrare et senUnare tempore pettowB dne damno arcMepUcfipi, For 
the tenant in the Weald could not plough or sow his land in pannag^ time 
Without the lord^s leave, for feiar of endangering the lord in his pannage; 
and therefore it was called Lef -gavel, Lefe^eni, Lefrtaviee and Lef-silver, 
^ the cas^ttin^ of .Tenhaa nmnt^r it is said, Tenentii d^ Waldis non posyint 
flfffaae t^m^ ^uas ab e^uinpctio autumnali usque ad festnm St. Martinis sine 
^Ucenti^ ifive fuerit pe&sojna sive non. et vocatur I^yefyeld* Harris ^ 
.«yi«t. |u m aa4.348r , 
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cbnrcb, among other such like lords or owners of the Weald* 
iih Denns; 'finding themselves aggriered by their tenants- 
there, as also by others, in wasting- and making haToc of 
their woods, which in. and by former feofments they had ex* 
pressly reserved from their tenants to themseWes, besides y^al» 
IjF, 9uit of court, 4rc* They, I say, in order to quit and rid 
themselres of further care^and trouble about their woods, en*, 
tered into a composition with their tenants ; and for a new 
annual rent of assize (generally the same with what was paid 
before) made the wood over^to them by indenture of feofment 
in perpetuity, either to be cut down, or left standing at the 
tenant's choice ; reserving still their old or wonted rent, and 
41II thdr former services, except poniu^ and danger; whidi 
now apon parting with the wood, there was no longer any 
reason to require. And ever since that time, the interests of 
t|ie lords so compounding hath beeir taken off, as to tlie wood 
itself; and nothing left remaining but so much rent of assise^ 
the new and the old^ with the former services. And many snch 
compositions between the Archbishop and convent aforesaid, 
tnd their respective tenants, Mr. Somner saith, he had seen." 
The Weald was of old a desert and a waste, and neither 
planted,^(cnltiVated) nor peopled; but filled only with heftds 
of deer and droves of swine ; forming, according to Somner, 
a part of the demesne of the crown ; no mention being made of 
it in early times, but in royal Landbocsy or donations : but at 
what period the customs and services above mentioned liad 
their origin, it must be difleult at this remote period to de» 
termine with any degree of certainty, yet it is most' probable 
they had their rise soon after the conquest. Lambarde indeed 
has some observations* on the subject, which are supposed tQ 

* Alter observing, that it cannot be proved, there are any mmmmefitt of 
great antiqoity within the Weald of Kent or flnssez, he than proeeedi : **Aa4 
truly this thing I mjfsetf have observed, in the annclent rentalles and sn^ 
vices, of thepoiaeasioiis of Christ-church Ciuiterb«ry» that ia dw wJn srwll 
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be contradktoiy of tbe abore statement by Mn Soroner,* bat 
they are chargeable, either, with positive inconsistency, or at 
least, with much ambigoity ; it should howerer be obsenred 
that neither of them refers t^ any precise period, therefore 
mnch is still left to conjecture ; but as these customs are pror* 
fd to liate been established, at least, as early as the reigA of 
Edward lit* it would be a useless waste of time to prosecute 
tiie enquiry further* 

In this wood, (the Weald) Lambarde observes, <^S7gbert, • 
King of West Sex, was done to death by this occasion follow* 
ing. About the year after the incarnation of Christ, 755, this 
Sigbert succeeded Cuthred his cousine in the kingdom of the 
west Saxons, and was so puffed up with the pride of his do« 
minion (mightely enlarged by the prosperous successes of his 
predecessour) that he governed without feare of Grod, or care 
of man, making lust his lawe, and mischief his minister : 

•f the olde rentes and services, dae by the tenaimtes direUiiig withmit the 
Weald, the entrie is commonly after this forme, de redditu vij. s. vj. d. 
De viginti mis. j. d. De gaUinis, et benerth.^ xvj. d. Summa vHj. s. 
ij. d. qaieti redditos. But when they come to the tenanntes iababiting 
Within the Weoldy coontiey, then the stile and intituling, is lint« Redditm 
. lie frtUda^ then after that followeth, JDe ienemeniis Joai$ at sHU in Uo$e, iij. 
S. iiij. d. Witboat shewing for what auncient service, for what manner of 
Costome, or for what speciall cause, the same rent grew due and payable, 
Bs in the first stile or entrie is expressed. Whereopon 1 gather, that al- 
though the propertied of the Weald, was at the firste belonging io certaine 
known owners, as well as the rest of the countrey, yet was it not thm allot* 
tad into tenancies, nor manuied like unto the residue: but that even as men 
were contented to iahabite it, and by peecemeale to rid it of the wood, and 
to break it up with the ploughe : so this latter rent (differing from the for* 
iner bothe in quantitie and qualitie, as being greater than the other, and 
yealded rather as recompence forfearme, then as a quit rent' for any ser* 
vice) did Umg after by little and litfle take its beginning.^ Per. p. 109. and 

no. 

4 Beaei^, it the service which the tenant dodi with hb cart and plough. 
« $ee^arrb*8 Hist p. 3i7. 
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where upon one Cttmbra, (an Earle and connselour) at the 
lamentable suite of the common», moved him to considerfttion :' 
but Sigbert, disdaining to be directed, commaunded him most 
dispitefully to be slayne: here at the nobilitie and commons 
were so much offended, that assembling for the purpose, the/ 
with one assent deprived him of his Crowne and dignifie, an<f 
We (faring worse) fled intd the wood, where after a season^ 
a poore hogheard, sometime servant to Curobra, found him in ti 
^ac^, which the SaxQu hystorieis call Pvrfetsftode^ and know- 
ing him to be the same that had slaine his master, side him ali 
^ without all manner of m^rcy," * 

"-The eaHy inhabitants of this district were' necessarily placed 
in the same* civil condition, as those of the other parts of the 
kingdom at the same period, enjoying all the advantages ant^ 
participating in all the inconveniences of a feudal government^ 
a system of civil policy ill calculated to promote the quiet and 
happiness of society. According to the principles of the feu- 
dal law the King was the supreme lord of the lapded property, 
and all possessions being held either directly or indirectly of 
him, were consequently held in some measure couditionally^ 
still considered as Vifee or beneficey for which, the baron wasr 
engaged in stated services to the crown, as the vassal wds to* 
his baron. The vassal was bound to defend his lord, and the 



• Peram. p. 178. It is thus related toy Hume. " His deaffc (Cndrtd*9) 
made way for Sigebert, his kinsman, who governed so ill that his people^ 
rose in an insurrection and dethroned him, erowning Cenulph ia his stead! ^ 
The exiled prince found a refhge with Dul(e Cnmbran, governor of Hamp- 
shire ; who, that be might add new obligations to Sigebert, gave him many^ 
salutary counsels for hU future conduct, accompanied with some reprehea-- 
sions for the past. But these were so much resented .by the unghitefut 
piince, that- he conspired against thef life of his protector, and treacherous*-^- 
ly murdered him. After this infamous action, he was forsaken by all thW 
worid ; aad skulkiiig about in the wiMU and fart9ks^ was at last dbcovcareA 
by a servant of Cumbran's, who instanUy took revenge upon him for the 
murder of his master. UUt. ofEoglaod, vol. I. p. "65. 
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latter was obl^ed, at tEe kead of his vasisals t6 ligiit in defetted 
•f the Kii^ and hh kingdom. But besides these milltaiy 
vervicesj others were imposed of a civit fiature, vrbtcb wer6 
aiore constant and durable* Yet though some similarity et« 
isted in the obligations from the Tassal to his baron^ and ia 
thos& due from the baron to the King; from the nature of 
8ucb goTernnenis the vassal necessarily fell into a greater 
tabordination to his lord, than the latter to his monarch 2 th^ 
loose police, inddetit to the feudal constitution, maintained 
a perpetual, though secret hostility between the seteral 
members of the state; and the vassals found no means of secur« 
ing themselres against the injuries to which they werc^ con» 
tknialky exposed, but by closely adhering to ^etr chief, and 
Iklling into a submisssive dependance upon bhsi. 

If the feudal goverixment was so little favorable to the tra# 
tibarty, even of the military vassal, it was still more destruc* 
tive of the indepei^nce and security of the' other members of 
the statej or what, in a proper sense, we call the people. A 
great f»art of them were cerfs^ and lived in a state of absolute 
alavery or vUlainege: the other inhabitants of the country 
paid thesr rents rn services, which were in a great measure ar. 
brtraiy ; and they could expect no redress of injuries, in & 
court of barony, from men who thought they had a right to ' 
oppress and ty ramofse aver them. The towns were situated 
either within the demesnes of the Krng or the lands of the gresrt 
baa^ons, and were almost entirely subjected to the absolute 
win of their master*: and if any merchant or manufkcttfre^ 
tose <e> any degree of opuflemse, he found himself but the mort^ 
exposed to injuries^ from the envy and avidity of the mill^iy 
tfoblies'. Beside the barons, there was another class of military 
tenants, who held immedicUeli/ of the crown, the tenants in 
eegpiiehy ILnigbt's service, whose temires' were supported by 
irlitle effuaHy kouorttbl^ witAi the others, and who formed 4 

c 



Digitized by 



Google 



ttiii tvtuoifiictioii^ 



body considerably more numerous. The yassaU of a Barort 
were by tkeir tenure immediately dependant on hkn,^. owed 
attendance at his coart^ and paid all their duty to the King, 
through that dependance which their lord was obliged by hi» 
tennre to acknowledge to his sovereign and superior. Their 
land comprehended in the barony, was represented in par-< 
liament by the Baron himself, who was supposed, according 
to the fictions of the feudal law, to possess the direct proper*' 
iy of it, and it would have been deemed incongruous to gWeit 
any^other representation. They stood in the same capacity toK 
him, that he and the other Barons did to the King : the for- 
mer were pleers of the barony ; the latter were peers of the 
realm : the vassals possessed a subordinate rank within their 
district; the Baron enjoyed a superior dignity in the great 
assembly : . they were in some degree his companions at home ; 
he the King's companion at court. It appears from Domes*' 
day, that the greatest ^roughs were, at the time ofthecon<« 
quest, scarcely more than country villages ; and that the in-« 
habitants lived in entire dependance on the King or great Lords, 
and were of a station little better than servile. They were 
not then so much as incorporated, they formed no community; 
were not regarded as a body politic; and being really no« 
thin^ but a number of low. dependant tradesmen, living without' 
any particular civil tie in neighbourhood together, they 
were incapable of being represented in the states of the king- 
dom. £ven in France, a country which made more early ad- 
vances in arts and^ civility than England, 4he first corporatios 
is sixty years posterior to the conquest under the Duke of 
Normandy ; and the reckoning of these communities was an 
invention of Louis le Gros, in order to free the people from 

« This also applies to the vassals of the inferior ntetne lords, the teaaat» 
m eapite by Knight's service : these last in common with the barow were en* 
titled to s^ln the general cooncilsof the nation, and eigoyed the sane < 
men privil^es; 
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(he shtveiy under the lords, and to give them protection, by 
means of Certain priyileiges and a separate jurisdiction. An 
ancient French -writer calls them a new and wicked device, to 
procure liberty to slaves, and encourage them in shaking off 
the dominion of their masters. Besides possessing the advan* 
tages of birth, riches, civil powers and privileges, the nobles 
and gentlemen alone were armed, a circumstance which gave 
them a mighty superiority, in an age when nothing but the 
military profession was honorable,' and when the loose execu- 
tion of the laws gave so much encouragement to open violence, 
and rendered it so decisive in all disputei and controversies. 
The barons, during the reign of -feudal tyranny, considered 
themselves as sovereigns within their territories ; they had the 
power, with the King's consent, (which it was not difficult to 
obtain) to exact talliages even from the free citieens who lived 
within their barony ; and as their necessities made them rapa* 
cious, their authority was usually found to be more oppressive 
and tyrannical than that of the sovereign : they were ever 
engaged in hereditary or personal animosities or confederacies 
with their neighbours, and often gav^ protection to all des* 
perate adventurers and criminals who could be useful in ser- ' 
ving their violent purposes : the exampleg^ of sordid and mer* 
cenary extortion, furnished by their prince, were but too 
faithfully copied, and all their good and bad offices, their 
justice and injustice, were equally put to sale. * 

Such then was the' general state of civil society, during the 
Anglo-Norman government, and the prevalence of the feudal 
system ; and though some amelioration in after-times took 
place in the condition of the people^ yet many badges of for- 
mer slavery and customs inimical to their just liberties, were 

preserved even till a very late period of our history. + When 

c 2 

♦ Hiimc, *On the Feudal and Anglo-Norman government and manners.* 
+ Lambardc says, ** It is agreed by all men, that there were never any 
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we rerert to these dark simI barbarous ages, asd see the yilla- 
ay of one part of mankiod, and the brutal ignorance and folif 
of the other, we naturally turn with disgust from the loath* 
some picture and exuUtngly rejoice that the memorials of feu« 
dal tyranny and human degradation, if not wholly lost, are 
so softened by the lapse of time and the progress of ctviliza-* 
tion, as no longer to riolate our feelings, but in the retrospect 
of what we were. He who can look back to these times^ 
without disgust, or on the blessijfigs we now enjoy, with in* 
difference, must be deroid of sense and feeling. 
.. The rerolution (of 1688) forms a new epoch in the consti« 
tution, which, while it has* been productire of consequences, 
highly advantageous to the people, has giyen such an ascen- 
dant to popular principles as has put the nature of the English 
constitution beyond all controyersy. And it may be justly 
affirmed, without any danger of exaggeration, that we. in 
this island^ hare ever since enjoyed, if not the best system of 
government, at least the most entire system of liberty, that 
was eyer known amongst mankind* * 

boodmea (or villained, as the law calleth them) in fyni (p. 11). And a- 
gain p. 413, ** It appeareth, by claime made in oar auncient treatise, that 
the bodyes of all Kentishe persons be of free condition.** These opinions 
have, in latter times been generally adopted by the vulgar ; bat as far as re« 
lates to the times of feudal government, are decidedly erroneoas. On tho 
iirst of these passages it is necessary to observe, that the words villain and 
kondmen are not synonimoos. They were both in a degree servile and de- 
pendant, it is trne, yet an essential difference existed in their situations 
with respect to the L(Ord . As the Lord was personally and immediately 
bound in certain and positive services to his superior, and the villain to him, 
90 the bondman was more immediately bound in duty to the latter; he was 
kls servant and consequently plaoed in the lowest and most degraded qoO'* 
dition in the scheme of feudal government. And to prove that there were 
both villains aiid bondmen (viUani ei iordarii) not only in the Weald but 
generally throughout the county, it is only ncocessary to refer the reader-lo 
the record of Domesday, where he will find ample evidence of the f^U 

* « Hw&^Yo}, \IIL ji^ ^U The Rev, D^vid Simpson aLo» m his 



Digitized by 



Google 



IKTRODVCTIOM* »lj 

.iBBSg= ' agggg=^ I ' fssaassamsammmmmmmmm 

From this view of the dvii state, let us turn our attention to 
tiie reUgimu condition of society daring the same period. The 
extreme ignorance in which the great body of the people were 
kept by the policy el the church of Rome, for a period of 
nearly fire centuries subsequent to the conquest ; and the immi- 
aent danger of violent persecation to which men were liable, in 
opposing the interests of the clergy, naturally produced an 
abject submission to the authority of the church, and for the 
most part, a superstitious reneration of its pretended miracles 
ancT power. To 8ei;are a unity of faith, rites, and ceremonies, 
every mean that interest could devise was alternately employed 
to rivet the chains which imposture had forged, and engage 
the blind and stupid conformity of mankind : and as long as 
men could be kept in this state of ignorance, the arts of the 
Romish church prevailed, and their influence remained un- 
shaken. But on the revival of learning and the introduction 



PUafor BeUgion bean the fisllowing testimoQy to the excellency of the 
Englidi constitution. 

"The world has now existed near six thousand years ; and we who live la 
the present perk>d are favored with the experience of all former ages. 
During those agen every kind of government has been tried. And it if 
found that every kind of government has its peculiar advantages and disad» 
vantages. To guard against the inconveniences peculiar to each, the wisdom 
of Tacihu conceived, that a mixed form of government consisting of King^ 
Zsordt and Commons^ if it were practicable, would be the most perfect ;■ but 
yet he conld not conceive such a government to be possible. The British 
government however, has long reduced this idea, by him deemed impos- 
lible, to practice: and it should really seem^ not only from our own ex« 
perience in this country, bntf rom the conduct of the Americans in forming 
' their constitution, and from the conduct of the French in forming theirs, 
that three estates, to act as checks one upon another, foim the most perfect 
system of government human wisdom can contrive for the happiness of man. 
7he Americans have two bouses and a president, who is the same as our 
l^ing, only called by another name: and the French^ during their late 
tangoinary revolution, had two estates, and five directors, who occupied 
the pUice of our K^ng and bis privy council. So that after all their ex* 
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hurtful to the peace and happiness of mankind.'' * But thi9 
Is merely the observation of a philosopher, (In the common 
acceptation of the term) whose Tiews extended not bejond the 
present scene of things, though strictly just in its most ex* 
tended sense, for he proceeds, "The large revenues, privile- 
ges, immunities," and powers of the clergy, .rendered them 
formidable to the civil magistrate, and armed with too extent 
sive authority an order of men, who always adhered closely 
together, and who neper want ^ plausible pretence for their 
encroachments and usurpations." This remark, as applied to 
the Romish churchy will be readily admitted, yet our author no 
doubt intended it should have a more extended meaning; and 
we are satisfied, that those who have seriously directed theif' 
attention to the subject, if free from prejudfrr, m«st allow 
that it attaches in s6me measure to all established religions. 
The reformation, imperfect as it was, did much, yet stiU 
much remains to be done. ^' That we have various things in 
MiK ecclesiastical establishment, which cann4>t be defended^ 
upon the pure principles of the Son o{ Goid, seems to many 
unquestionable. Our excellent reformers did great things, 
considering how they had been educated, and the age in which 
they lived. They were good onen, and ^proceeded, in their 
regenerating work, much farther than might have been ex- 
pected; but their successors have not followed then«bie ex- 
ample set before them, of reducing the religious estabHslnnenf 
of the country to primitive purity, and levangelical simplicity.** 



* It has been computed that no less than 30,000,000 of protestant chris* 
tians, have fallen a sacrifice to the diabolical zeal of the Roman Catholicsy 
since the rise of persecution, in the seventh or eighth century : yet this sys- 
tem of butchery has not been wholly confined to the Romish church ^ bigots 
in all religions are the same,, and with them, power and persecution are 
inseparable : this infernal spirit has not merely disgraced those in whom it 
ha>. been found, but has much injured the cause of religion by offering argu- 
nuints and encouragement to scepticism and infidelity, 
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^^ Indeed to ttany Well informed persons,' it seems extr^mdy 
questionable, whether the religion of Ji^sDs Christ admits of 
mt^ civil eitoMishment at all. They rather suppose it is in- 
consistent with the yery nature of, and that it was never de- 
signed to be incorporated with any secular institution what« 
«Ter. Certain it is, that it made its way at first, not only 
without human aid, but even in opposition to all laws botlv^ 
^til and religious, which then prevailed in the Roman Em- 
pire ; and in the opinion of many, the gospel of JcstJS CHRist 
will never have its full and proper effect upon mankind, till it 
is coftopletely disentangled from every human institution. * 

d 



* The following carious remarks and reasonings on religions liberty mid 
<be expediency of an estohlUhed religion, are from the pen of Hume : 

** Most of the arts and professions in a state, are of such a natore, that 
while they promote the interests of society, they are also nsefhl or agreea- 
ble to some individaal-s ; and in that case the constant rule of tiM aiagistnte^ 
except, perhaps, on the first introduction of any art, is, to leave the pro* 
fession to itself, and trust its encouragement to those who reap the benefit 
of it. Theartizans, finding their profits to rise by the favor of their cus- 
tomers, increase as much as possible their skill and industry ; and as mat* 
ters are not disturbed by any injudicious tampering, the commodity is ak 
ways sure to be at all times nearly proportioned to the demand.*' 

**Bnt there are also some callings which, though nsefbl and even necet*^ 
wry in a state, bring no particular advantage or pleasure to any individual; 
and the supreme powef is obliged to alter its conduct with regard to the re* 
tainers of those professions. It must give them public encouragement ia 
order to their subsistence ( and it must provide against th^t nq;;ligence, to 
which they will naturally be subject, either by annexing peculiar honors to 
the profession, by establishing a long subordination of tanks and a strict d^. 
pendence^ or by some other expedient. The persons employed in th* 
finances, armies, fleets and majistracy, are instances of this order of men." 

* ' It may naturally be thought, at first sight, that the ecclesiastics belong 
to the first class, and that their encouragement, as well as that of lawyers 
and physicians, may safely be entrusted to the liberality of individuals, who 
are attached to their doctrines, and who find benefit or consolatioa froa. 
dieir spiritnal minisWy and assistance. Their industry and vigilanfle wili^ 
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But if an established or state religion be necessary, it is 
equally necessary as well in a political as a religious sense,- 
that it should be as little liable to reasonable objection as 
possible : the imperfections of our religious establishment 
cannot be hid eyen from those who profit most by theml 
urorldly interest ¥^111 do, and has done much to blind the eyes, 
of m^n to a sense of their duty to God and to their neighbours, 
but they must be blind indeed, who can be insensible to the 
glaring defects of the present system ; a man may shut his eyea 
when turned to the Sun, but he will £till be sensible of th« 
presence of light. 

The lukewarmness and supineness of our clergy is one among 

ao doubt^ be whetted by scich an additional motiTe ; and their skill in their 
(nrofbssioa as well as their address in governing the minds of the people , 
must receive daily increase, from their iflcreasing practice, study and 
attention." 

' " But if we consider the matter more closely, we shall find, that this in- 
terested di1i|;ence of the clergy is what every wise legislator will study to 
prevent ; because, in every religion, except the true^ it is highly pemi- 
cteus, and it has even a natural tendency to pervert the true, by infusing 
ilito it a strong mixture of superstition, folly, and delusion. Each ghostly 
practitioner, in order to refkler himself more precious and sacred in the 
«yes of his retainers, will inspire them with the most violent abhorrence of 
all other sects, and continually endeavour, by some novelty, to excite the 
languid devotion of his audience. No regard will be paid to truth, morals 
or decency, in the doctrines incQlcated. Every tenet will be adopted that 
best suits the disorderly atTections of the human frame. Customers will 
be drawn to each conventicle by new industry and a4dres8, in practising on 
Ae passions and credulity of the populace. And in the end, the civil ma- 
gistrate will find, that he has dearly paid for his pretended frugality, la 
saving a fixed establishment for the priests; and that, in reality, theqiost 
decent and advantageous composition, which he can make with the spiri- 
tual guides, is to bribe their indolence, by assigning stated salaries to their 
profession, and rendering it superfluous for them to be farther active, thaa 
merely to prevent their flock from straying in quest of new pasture. And 
in this manner ecclesiastical establishments, though commonly they arose 
at first from religious views, prove in the end advantageoos to the politig^i 
interests of society .•» / 
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the many subjects of complaint Trbich arises out of the present 
lystem. Notwithstanding the authority of Mr. Hume, it is 
a serious eril, and may safely be said, to haye been produc- 
flre of more real injury to the cause of religion, than all the 
open attacks of infidelity put together : our clergy do indeed, 
appear ^to be bribed to indolence' and if religion were really 
nothing more than a political scheme, or a state trick, (ai 
he would fain have us believe), a great part of the established 
clergy, it must be allowed, are acting njusi and po^rto^fe part, 
to long, as they keep ^ their flock from straying in quest of 
new pastures?' but, on the contary, if religion be really 
something more than a scheme of mere human policy ; if the 
christian doctrine, were really established by the Son of God ; 
(f, he who suffered an ignomiaious death for our redemption, 
really left behind him, a cod^ of moral and religious laws, 
more perfect than could possibly haye been deyised by man, 
to be our guidance in this life, and the test of our pretensions, 
for ^another and a better world;' what must be the fate of 
these worthy laborers in the Lord^s yineyard, at the day of ac- 
count ? either, these men do not belieye what they profess,, 
and are consequently smiling at the credulity of those about 
them, or they are mad.* 

d % 



* It is not intended to blend is iadiscrimiaate censure, the idAo2c body % 
God forbid thii should be neccessary ; the application though general is not 
universal; ttae^ are among the clergy of the established church, many who 
are the very opposites of those we have been describing ; men, who both 
in their public ministry and in their private lives, proclaim the truths of the 
gospel ; whose zealpus endeavour it is, to instil into the minds and fix on 
the hearts of their hearers^ the great and important truths contained in th« 
sacred writings, and the pure doctrines and precepts, of Christianity. 

In Bishop Burnet's 'JPastoral Care* (pref. pages 15 and 16) are the fol- 
lowing apposite and important remarks, '* I am forced to declare, says he, 
that having had much free conversation with many who have been fatally 
•irrupted with athetitical and infidel principles, they hav» very often 
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If mipisters^ of all denoiiUH«.tioiis, bor? 9, greater similUuder 
tQ. Goldsmi^'s ^Village preacher;' wkicb under certain re^ 
gnlntions tbe^r necessj^riij ^ould, how much would the caus^ 
of reli|poii be adTanced^ and the condition of mankind be^ 
impret^ J 

^^UBskflfulhetofawn, or seek for power, 
. By doctrine* Auhiooed to the varying inmr ; 
Far otber alma hie heart bad learn'd to priye, 
lilpre heqt to rme the wretched, thap to rise* 
Thps to relieve the wretched was his pride, 
And ev'n his failings lean'd to virtne's side ; 
But in his duty prompt at every call, 
He watch'd and wept, he pray'd, and felt for all i^ 
And as a bird each fond endearment tries. 
To tempt its new-fledg*d oflTspring to the skies { - 
He try'd each art, reprov'd each dull delay, 
Allur'd to brighter worlds, and led the way. 

Static os the i^abokiisg poor. — ^The condition of the 1^ 
boring poor in thi$ district is much the same as in other parti 
«f the kingdom where agriculture forms the basis of their sup- 
port ; the consequence of such solitary dependence is inTari«» 
bly the same^ while the inconyeniences arising from it^ differ 



owned that nothing so ranch promoted this sin in them, as the Tery had 
opinion which they took up of clergymen on all sides.*' 

"That they did not see in them |hat strictness of life, that contempt of 
the world that zeal, that meekness, humility and charily; that diligence 
and earnestness, with relation to the great truths of the christian religion, 
which they reckoned they would most certainly have, if they themselves 
irmly believed it. They therefore concluded, that those, whose business 
it was more stnctty to enquire into th^ truth of their religion, knew that it 
was not so certain, as they themselves, for other ends, endeavoured to 
make the tvorld believe it was ; and that, though, for their carrying on 
their own authority or fortunes, which, in one word, they call their 
Trade, they seem very positive in affirming the truth of their doctrine^, yet 
they in their own hearts did not believe it, since they lived so little snitablo 
to it." 
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only in' degree. Whererer husliandij.work formi tlie c]ii«f 
or only employ of the iudustrious pow, it will be aeea tiiat 
the number of claimants and the burthen of the poor's-rate is 
proportionally greater than where manufactures generally pre^ 
Tail. It is not our intention to investigate the different tea* 
sons assigned for this circumstance; the fact is undiqputed| 
though the means of accounting for it are various. Thr point 
we wish to establish is, the righi which every member of the 
community has, \f induHriau$^ to a competent nuuntenance ; * 
such persoQS never could have been considered by the legishu 
ture as fit objects of parochial relief ; the intention no doubt 
in framing the poor laws, was to afford relief and assistanice 
to those aUme who from age, sickness, or temporal affliction 
should be incurable of providing for themselves, and who con* 
sequently possessed a just and natural claim to consideration^ 
That the industrious labourer after ail his exertions should be 
under the mortifying necessity of appealing to a poor's fund 
to enable him to support himsdf aud family, in a condition 
little aboi^e want, is a circumstance which humanity must de-i 
plore and justice condemn : but that instances of this sort are 
not rare, is a fact no less melancholy than true ; hence the 
laudable spirit of independence is destroyed, and industry 
droops beneath the stroke of a selfish and illiberal policy* 
Instead of the manly spirit which should mark the natives of 
a country boasting of its freedom, a considerable portion of 
eur countrymen are characterized by a degree of abject ser- 
vility or of licentious indifference. Compare this class with 
those in the same walk of life among our Scottish neighbours, 
and the contrast cannot but strike the most insensible; for 
while the former are reduced to a state of mendicity and mo.^ 
ral degradation; the latter, more fortunately situated, are 
active and industrious, exhibiting a spirit of independence, 

• Arthar YonDg obKrves,*" a man*s labour lias a right to bread for iiini<- 
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fconoTsble to themseWes, and plroductive of general adrantage. 
The provision taade for the necessitous in this country, has 
aot, as might hare been expected, produced a prevalent spirit 
of gratitude, and for this good reason (among others) viz. 
that many of the dependents on parochial charity, feel that 
their claims on the score of justice exceed what they obtain 
from charity^ and that olms^gMng is more in repute vith us 
than common honesty* Dr. Withering has observed that ^^the 
wages of day labourers (in husbandry) are -certafnly very in* 
adequate to the price of provisions; and hence," says he ^^ a- 
rises in a great measure, the enormous increase of the poor's- 
rates ;" and Sir Egerton Brydges in his late animat^ appeal to 
the feelings of the british public on th^ subject of ^^ The poor 
laws,*' has the following paragraph ;" ^f pre^en^ the price of 
labour is allowed by the farmers themselves to be inadequate ; 
they are afraid to raise it because, if peace should come, they 
tay corn would fall. They had rather, therefore, and arc 
not unwilling, to give parochial relief; but this is a bad plan, 
because it injures the independent principle : it obliges th« 
pauper to ask as a favour, what he has a right to claim as a 
due."* The truth and universality of these remarks are equal- 
ly notorious, and the subject we hope will be thought worthy 
the notice of parliament, as a matter which affects the com- 
forts and moral character of a considerable portion of the 
community. It will probably be found that more than one 
third of the funds raised in most parishes for the support of 
the poor, except in manufacturing districts, is allotted to- 
wards the maintenance of those whose incomes after the grea- 
test exertions, prove inadequate to their support ; who, though 
entitled by their labour^ to a suitable provision, are placed 
under the degrading necessity of appealing to the humanity of 
parish officers to make good that, which injustice withhold* 

« ' Letters oil the p«or Uvrs ' pnblished by pongmaD^ Hin«ta|idC^. ., 
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from them. Why should the pay of the laboarer in husban- 
dry in particular, fall so much short of his real wauts ; while 
the means of the mechanic, if industrious, are found to b« 
equal to his support ? Is there not reason to believe that a 
collusion, not unfreg uently exists between the labourer and 
his employer, by which the former agrees to the wages pro« 
posed, on condition that the latter will stand his friend at th« 
parish meeting. This supposition may be considered illiberal 
and uiMutfaorized, and as too unnatural and extraTagant to 
merit consideration ; but what^er scruples may arise in the 
Blinds of men nnacquaioted with the management of paroehiai 
affairs; those who hare attended only occasionally, thest 
courts of distributive Jugtke J wAy possibly have seen something 
to warrant the supposition. To the farmer we would offier 
this piece of adrice, '' Withhold not good from them to whom 
k is due, when it is in the povfer of thine hand t<f do it ; " * or 
the time may and must come, when an option will no longer 
be left, and when justice will wring fronk the greedy hand of 
;the oppressor, the dues of industry. 

Customs and Privileges. — Within the Weald, tha proof 
of woodlands having ever paid tythe, lies on the parson, to en- 
title him to take tythe of it, contrary to the usual custom in 
other places, where proof of the exemption lies on the owner j + 
nor are the lands in it subject to the statute of woods; nor 
has the lord, waste within the Weald; the timber growing 

♦ Proverbs, c. 111. v. 27. 

f ^ There was," says Sir Roger Twisdea, ''an old writiBf , with ia», 
veral of the parishioners bands, by which they acknowledged eight pence in 
the noble due to the rector of Shaddoxhurst, for all acre wood ; that h« 
himself knew the lector of Shaddoxhurst to claim tythe of wood in some 
cases and quotes the above writing in confinnation of it" Bnt says, '* it it 
to be observed that the usual paying of tythe wood in any parish, or in 
many, does sot make it due, if it caa be shtw«d that the [^ishei paying 
stand ia4heWeal4r? 
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thereon belongs to the tenant. The custom of exclnding the 

lord from the waste, is called LANn-pEERACPE. 

To these exclusive prirtleges may be added the law of Ga« 

HKL-KiND, which prevails here equally with the rest of the 

county, and to which its present flouryhing condition is as« 

cribed. 
The tew of gaTeUkiitd* eomprehendi the joint iDheritance 

of all the sons to the estate of the father; and should tlie 

fiither snnrive, the inheritance doTolves to the grandsons, if 

tiMre are any, or else to his daughters. The partibilHy of tkbt 

CfUt&m is not restrained to> the right line of coManguiaity ; 

te all brothers may jointly inherit the estate of a deceased 

brother; and agreeable* to the same rule, nephews and nieces^ 

by the right of representation, are in their degrees^ iutitled 

te the same division of property. 

' This transihission of an equal part of thO parent's posses* 

sions to those of hts fomily who were equally connected wkh 

hhn by. the dearest and most tender affections, was cer* 

tainly a method of distribution equally obfions, impartial 

and reasonable; it was therefore undoubtedly, an universal 

law of antiquity, 'till the scheme of policy being refined, it 

was judged useful, or rather found necessary, to raise such 

distinctions as nature never intended. To those nations who 

have least deviated from this equitable mode of descent, there 

is due a proportionate degree of commendation; and it is 

highly to the credit of our ancient british ancestors, that this 

equitable transmission prevailed here. By a law of Canute^ 

it is implied, that our Danish progenitors admitted daughters, 

at wen as sons, to aii equal share both of real and personal 

estate. The Saxons do not seem to have been so com- 

plaisant to the fair sex in this respect ;f aad some of 

« The term is lupposed to be derived from the British words ^^»a il» 
to hold^ and Cenedl, a familtf* 

f la the Saxon times, land was divided equally attona- aR the imrf^ 
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their nnpolished legislators are sa^ested to hare assigned a 
sarcastic but false reason for their partial distinction; thai 

the worthiest of blood were to be preferred. 

At the Norman conquest, it is evident that the eldest soil 
did not iaherit to the exclusion of his brethren ; and it wat 
at that tjrannical period^ that the cnstom was introduced, of 
the right of sole succession in preference to the divisible prae* 
tice of inheritance ; and it was introduced by William L 
as a striking specimen of the military and arbitrary domina« 
tion which he intended to establish. The men of Kent resis- 
ted so deprecated an encroachment with success; but the o* 
ther parts of the nation were gradually brought to acqui^ssce^ 
in acceding to the cjaim of primogenitnre, except a UfW 
insignificant boroughs and manors* 

^^The Kentish men, says Mr. Somner (the commons there, I 
mean) like the Londoners, more careful in those days to 
maintain their issue for the present, than their houses for the 
future, were more tenacious, tender and retentive oi the pre^ 
sent custom, and more careful to continue it, than generally 
thoseof most other shires were; not because (as some give tho 
reason) the younger be as good gentlemen as the elder brethren; 
(an argument proper, perchance, for the partible land in 
Wales) but because it was land, which, by the nature of it, 
appertained not to the gentry, but to the yeomanry, whos« 

. name or cause thejr^cared not so much to uphold by keeping 
the inheritance to the elder brother." * 

e 

children of the deceased, according to the costom of gavel-ldfid. The prao* 
tioe ef entails is to be fovBd id these times. Land was chiefly of two kinds, 
hMklmni^ or land held by book or eharter, which was regarded as fbll pro* 
forty, and descended to the heirs of the possessor; and folkland^ or the 
land held hj the ceartes aad commoa people, who were removeable at 
^leasire^ and were indeed only tenants dnring the will of their lords. 
Ut ^ppmM»UMimur$ EagUmd. 

• taattctoagawK-kiad, p. MaadfO. 
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This account (according to Mr. Robinson) ag^rees well with 
the genius and temper of the people; and Lambarde says, ^^in 
this their estate, they please themselves, and joy exceeding- 
ly; insomuch, as a man may find sundry yeomen (although 
dtherwise for wealth-comparable with many of the gentle sort) 
that will not, for all that, change their condition, nor desire 
to be apparelled with the titles of gentry."* , 

So predominant is GATEL-Kiiib in Kent, that all lands are- 
presumed to be subject to that usage, 'till the contrary is 
proved; and formerly, ^ such lands only were exempt from it, 
as were holden by Knight's service. Anciently a royal- pre- 
rogative was exercised, by changing the customary descent as 
well as the tenure ; and in some instances this prerogative was 
delegated to subjects, and particularly by King John, in the 
3d year of his reign, to Hubert, ^Archbishop of Canterbury 
ftnd his successors^ Contrary interpretations have, however, 
been, at different times, put upon this tenure ; but it is evi- 
dent that the legislative authority alone can over-rule the cus- 
tom of an equal partition among the sons, or other collateral 
descendants. + 

For this purpose, several statutes have been made, the first 
of which was in the reign of Henry Vllr at the request of Sir 
Henry Guldeford : another act on the the same disgavelling 
' principle, passed in the 15th of Henry VIII. another statute 
^as obtained by Sir Henry Wyatt, In the 31 st year of the 
reign of the same printe, the lands of thirty-four noblemen and 
gentlemen were disga veiled in the same manner; and a simi- 



* Lamb. per. p. U. wbo adds '^Neither is this any cause of disdain, or 
of altenation of the good myndes of the one sort from the other; for no where 
else in all this realme, is the common people more willingly governed. T* 
be short, tbey be roost commonly civil, jnst and bountiftil, so that the et- 
tate of the old franklyns and yeomen of England, eyther yet livetk in KenC» 
or ebe it is quite dead and departed out of the realme' for altogether.'* 

f See abo Lamb. Per. p. 9SB. 394. and 995. 
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br liberty was allowed to fortj*two others, by a statute of 
the 2d and 3d of Edward VI. The lands of three gentlemea 
only, were dtsgayelled during the long reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth ; and of the same number, in that of James I. and it 
does not appear that any act of the same nature, has passed 
since the first year of the latter monarch. 

These disgayelling acts divested the lands to which they re- 
lated of their partible property only, without affecting, in the- 
least, their other incidental qualities, which remained the 
tame, because they were not expressly altered by the letter of 
the law ; else the owners of gavel-kind lands would have suf- 
fered great prejudice by the loss^ of their usual privileges^ in* 
atead of the benefit intended by the acts. One of these pri* 
Vileges is, that the lands in Kent do not escheat to the King^ 
or other lords of whom they are holden, in case of conviction 
and execution for felony ; but the heir of a tenant in gavel« 
kind, notwithstanding the offence of his ancestor, shall enter 
immediately, and enjoy the lands by descent, after the same 
customs and services by which ih^y were before holden. This- 
peculiar immunity is comprised in ti^e old vulgar proverb : 

The father to the bough, 
And the son to the plough. 

The privileges attached to gavel-kind, do not, however, 
extend to cases of treason : for any person aKainted, in the 
smallest degree, of this high offence, forfeits all the lands 
which he hold^ by his tenure, to the crown, according to 
usage. Heirs are also deprived of the title of possession, if 
their ancestors, being indicted for felony, should abscond, 
and consequently become outlaws ; and in the times of papal 
jurisdiction, if the tenant had taken refuge in a consecrated 
place, or had abjured the realm, the immunity ceased ; be- 
fause an offender, before he could avail himself of sanctuary, 
was obliged to make a full confession of the crime laid to his 
" e 2 
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diarge; and flight always excited a strong prestunption ef 
guilt. Bj the like ctiitoin, a wife's dower in lands of the. 
nature of gaTel-kiod is in no case forfeitable for her hnsband'f 
lelony, except where the heir is liable to be debarred of hbl 
inheritancst This was a prifilege almost peculiar to the 
widows of tenants in garel-kind; nor was the severity of the 
common law mitigated in this particular, 'till a statute was 
passed in the first year of the reign of Edward. VI. allowing 
etery wife her dower^ notwithstanding her husband's baring 
been attainted of felony. 

There erer was and still is, a Tery material difference be^ 
tween such lands as are ^arel-kind, and those which are 
without that . rule, in respect to the proportion, or the rerit 
assigned fcrr dower. Thus by the common law, a widow has 
ft right to a third part only of her husband's real property; 
]>ttt by the law of gayeKkind, a moiety is due of all the estatei 
possessed by the husband at the marriage, and at any thne 
during the coverture. One disadyantage, however, is incideni 
to dower in gavel-kind, to which the dowries of lands hoU 
.den under many other tenures are not subject; namely, that a 
tenant of the former does not eigoy it absolutely for life, but 
only as long as she continues unmarried and chaste. A rerj 
circumstantial proof of incontinency was formerly required; 
and before a forfeiture of dower could be incurred, it was 
necjMSary to attaint a widow of child-birth. This is expiaioed 
by Lambarde's translation of a French MS* entitled^ TTie Cut' 
tunutl *of Kentj in the following manner : 

If when she is delivered of a child, the infant be herd cry, 
and that the hue and cry be raised, and the country assembled^ 
and have the view of the child so born, and of the mother^ 
then let her lose her dower wholly ; and otherwise not, so 
long, as she holdeth her a widow; whereof it is said in Kentish^ 

^*He that doth weaile Mr» lei him ksd her^ 

or according to Latnbarde^ 
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u **He tlMl dotlw tnrtte, or wend* her» 

Let him also f Lyo onto her» or lende her.** 

In the present practiee in these cases, It h ^nflieient to A^ 
tiiat a widow in gavel-kind has been canght tripping, to de« 
|»riTe her of her dower, without producing actual eridence of 
this casual, though frequent, effect of a breach of chastity. 

The different terms /of restraint imposed upon the two setet 
by the gavel-kind law, betrays however a notorious partiality. 
A widow must keep herself not only golcj but chaste^ or shd 
looses her dower; whilst a widower, if he has a sufficient de- 
gree of resolution to aToid forming a second matrimonial con* 
Election, may, without possessing the gift of continence, re- 
main, by the courtesy of Rent, a tenant to half of the land^ 
that belonged to his deceased wife. 

Another distinguishing property of gavel-kind is, that th% 
tenant is of sufficient years to alienate bis estates at the age of 
fifteen ; but it must be by feoffment, ^hat being a method of 
conveyance of every other the most proper, lest there be any 
suspicion of fraud and imposition. This privilege makes the 
tenant some compensation for his being kept in ward one yeitf^ 
longer than is permitted by the course of the common law. 
And infants in gavel-kind always enjoyed several advantage* 
•us immunities formerly denied to other persons during thetr 
minority. In ^Tlie eustumal of Kent* the noble usage claimed 
in behalf of wards, is expressed in the following terms: 

^^And if the heir or heirs shall be under the age of fifteen 
years, let the nutriture be committed by the Lord, to the 
next of the blood to whom the inheritance cannot descend, so 
that the lord take nothing for the committing thereof. And 
let not an heir be married by the lord, but by his own willi 
«nd by the advice of his friends, if he will. And when auch 
heir,' or heirs, shall come to the full age of fifteen years, let 
all their lands and tenements be delivered unto them, toge- 
ther wltli their ^oods^ and with the profits of the same Iand« 
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remaining abore their reasonable sustenance: of the which 
profits and goods, let him be bound to make answer which 
hath the education- pf the heir, or else the lord, or his heirs, 
which committed the same education." 

It was formerly the custom of this county to divide the 
chattels, after the funeral expences &nd debts of the deceased 
were paid, into three parts^ if he left any lawful issue ; of 
which one portion was for the performance of legacies : ano- 
ther towards the education of hi» children, and the third to- , 
wards the support of his widow. 

If the tenant of gavel-kind lands withdraws from his Lord 
his doe rents and service, the custom of Kent gives the Lord 
a special and solemn kind of cessavUj denominated gavelity py 
which unless the tenant redeems his lands by payment of the 
arrears, and makes reasonable amends for his neglect or con- 
tumacy, they become forfeited to the Lord, and he enters 
and occupies them as his own demesnes. 

The tenants in gavel-kind .also claim the privilege, that 
where a writ of right is brought concerning gavel-kind lands, 
the grand assize shall not be chosen in the usual manner, 
by foiir Knights, but by four tenants in gavel-kind, who shall 
not associate to themselves twelve Knights, but that number 
of tenants in gavel-kind ; and trial- by battle shall not be al- 
lowed in such writ for those lands. 

The privileges of the tenants in gavel-kind, cannot be more 
clearly shewn, than by contrasting with them the burthens of 
the military or feudal tenure. 

The heir, says the learned Sir William Blackstone,^ on the 



* It was the opinion of this learned judge (See Comm. vol. II. p. 99) that 
gavelkind in the strict sense of the word, relates merely to the hnun of the 
land, and that the partibility, and other customary qualities, are rather 
exlrioaic and. accidental to gavel-kindy from the customary laws of the place, 
than necessarily comprehended under that term. This opinion is confirmed 
hy the record of Domesday ; in various passages of which, it is evident, 
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death of his ancestors, if of full age, was plandered of the 
emoluments arising fi^omi his inheritance, by way of relief ^nA 
prima seisin; and if under age, of the whole of his estate 
during infancy* 

Sir Thomas Smith in his commonwealth, has the following 
remarks on this head : When the heir came to his own, after 
he was out of wardship, his goods weere decayed, houses fal- 
len down, stock wasted and gone, lands let forth and plough* 
ed to be barren : to make amends, he was yet to pay half a 
year's pr#iits a$ a fine for sueing out hia Hvery ; and also the 
price and value of his marriage, if he refused such wife as his 
lord and guardiair had bartered for, and imposed upon him ; 
or twice that value, if he married another woman. And 
when by. these deductions, his fortune was so shattered and 
mined, that, (perhaps he was obliged to sell his patrimony, 
he had not that poor priTilege allowed him, without paying an 
exorbitant fine for a license of alienation. 

The grievance^ thus established in*consequence of jthe feudal 
system, were occasionally mitigated hy several acts of parlia- 
ment ; but were not wholly abolished by the legblature, 'till 
the 12th year of the reign of Charles 11. ♦ 

Those lands in Rent which were antiently and originally 

nothing more is meant hy gavelkind land, than such as rendered a stated 
rent instead of services fb the lord $ thus the Bishop of Baieux held HolUnjge» 
home of the Archbishop of Canterbory at a rental^ or in gavel-kind tenure 
(cum gabh). See under entry of * The lands of the monks of the Archbishop/ 
And again under Thb balf lath of Miltoiv, ."Of the sowlings which 
HooB Port occupies, Seward held five at a rent, or in gavel-kind^ 8fe,*' 
It appears that the villains supplied their lord's table with provisions* built 
his houses, ploughed his lands, &c. but the gavet-kind tenants paid a rent in 
Ken of services. 

* The greater part of the preofding observations on the law of gavel-kind 
are according to the selection and arrangement of Mr. Brayley in his ac- 
count of Kent, contained in the * Beauties of England and Wales, * a work 
of considerable nefit. To those who are desirous of further iaformatioii oa 
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hdlden in socage teonre, are of tbe nature of garel-kind, of 
-which sort were most of the teprra tenanU of the seTeral seig« 
Bories in it, who held bj that tenure, notwithstanding their 
chief lords held by military serrice : bat at the present ail 
lands within the county, are presumed of the natui^e of gavel* 
kind, unless the contrary can be proved.* 

That the cutiumal or eomm<m law of Keniyf was little re- 
garded during the times of feudal barbarism, may be inferred 
from the repeated appeals made by the commonalty to the 
Kentish justices in Eyre, particularly in the reigns of Henry 
III. and Edward h In these presentments, the encroach- 
ments made on their liberties and customs are loudly com- 
plained of, and though the claims and pretensions of tl^ 
applicants were invariably allowed, there is no reason to believf 
that any relief was afforded them. The right of exemption 
from the grievances complained of was admitted, but they 

this subject, the vfoA of Mr. Robinson will be found most satisfactory, '^it 
is,*' sayi Hasted, **an excellent book, for it not only comprehends 
whatever is oseliil in tlie others, bat contains a full aocoont of both tomrs 
and autumalf besides which, it is a compleatimp IrMli'ttf on these headsi 
and is of such authority ,in the CourU, that it is ta general referred to by 
the judges." 

* Since the passing of the di$gmfetUng acts, the continual change of pre* 
perty, the extinction of the court of wards^ and Me inquisitiones j^mt morUm9, 
the want of knowledge where records are deposited, the great expence of 
learchingfor them, and the difficulty of praving what estates the persons 
named in those statutes were seised of at the time of making them» togethei^ 
with that of shewing what huids were formerly sul^ect to military tenares^ 
which has daily increased since their abolition, hare occasiooed snch accama^ 
lated difficulties, that the possessors of such lands choose rather to wava 
their privileges, than enter into a labyrinth of litigation and cost. ^Aabia- 
son on gavel-kind.' 

f Several copies of the eustumat may be seen in Mr.. Robinson's treatiaa 
on gavel-kind, ^c. taken from those in the King's Remembrancer's Ofllc«» 
the CattoB itibrary, awi among the liafteaa M31^. in tt^e British Manama. 
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were itill exposed to. burthens and impositions derogatory to 
their boasted freedom, and in reality enjoyed few or no adyan- 
tages over those of the same rank in other parts of the king, 
dom. .Even the allodial or free tenants* were constrained to^ 
lay their freedom at the feet of some neighbouring chieftain, 
and in return for the solicited protection, to subscribe to such 
conditions, as their powerful neighbour might think proper to 
demand. 

The ancient Customs and Services appertaining to Manori 
within the Weald, have for the most part been done away ; 
the liOrd at the present, wisely contenting himself with little 
more than a bare acknowledgement of his right to the preserva- 
tion of gamey and even this privilege, as a matter ofright^ it 
would in many instances be difficult to substantiate.f 

Soil, Products, Value of x Land, &c. — The soil in thii 
district iS' various^ consisting principally of clay, hazel-mould, 
sand and rag-stone gravel. The clay is either stiff and ex« 
ceedingly heavy, or- a wet sort, which ploughs somewhat 
lighter. The first is chiefly found on the eminences, or their 
sloping sides. The surface is about seven or eight inched 
deep, under which is a stratum of stiff yellow clay, about a 
foot or two thick, with a subsoil in some parts of excellent 
inarl. The second sort of clay lies in the lower parts, is ex- 
tremely wet after showers of rain, and a long time in getting dry, 
which often occasions a late sowing, and a backward harvest; 

* Alloditd landf or allotted land was that, allotted by the lieatenant of 
the county, or held by brief <rf the- monarch. 

f Those idone, are hgally considered, manors which can be proved to 
have existed before the passing of the statute ^quia emptores* in the eij^h- 
teenth year of King Edward I. (anno 1990) This act was occasioned by 
the great' subdivision of property about that time, and by which^ the num- 
ber of inferior manors was so increased that almost every little &rm of nino- 
^ or a hundred acres became a manor and held its court 
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and frequently the wheat season is totally lost. The surface 
of this land is seven or eight inches deep; the subsoil is at 
some places a yellow clay, and at others a soft sand-stone rock, 
wiiich is often used for mending roads. Four horses with 
difficulty plough an acre per day in these soils. In some pa* 
rishes bordering on Sussex, the ploughing work is done by 
oxen : four or five pair are generally fixed to a plough, and 
do about the same quantity in a day as four horses. The ha- 
zel mould is a clay soil of a drier nature^ from haying a con- 
siderable mixture of saud, it ploughs light, and is the best land 
in the Weald. Sandy soils are of two sorts, black and white ; 
the black is little regarded, but the white is much improved 
by marl and lime. This soil produces turnips, barley, clover 
and wheat, and the subsoil is the soft sand-stone. The rag- 
itone gravel is found only in . small patches ; and is of little 
value in its present state, being covered with farze, heatii 
and broom. 

Among the chief productions of the Weald are hop$, wheat, 
oats, barley, rye^grasft, c|over, turnipis and beans: the pas- 
tures are in general extremely rich and fertile.* 

The lands here have gefnerMjf experienced i^ considerable 
an increase in value of late years, as those in any other part of 
the kingdom'; thoiigh thete are some which still bear a com<^ 
paratively low price, o'vring io local disadvantages* The v^ilue 
of coarse . varies according to situation and circumstancea* 
Wood-land (which throughout the Weald is exempt from 
tythe) will produce from 101. to 401. per acre. Farms of one 
hundred acres and upwards, consisting of arable, meadoV, 
pasture and some portion of woodland, wiih house atid'ne^ed- 
sary buildings, from Idl. to 401. per acre; and less quanti- 
ties of land in good situations, much higher prices. Here as hk 
4>ther parts^ ia the immediate neighbourhood of towns and TiU 
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luges, a $ingle field) 19 somejtimes sold at a price very dispro- 
portion^U to the general y^lue of lands; meadow land in 
Uke yicinity of the popttl9us tovns in the Weald, sells from 
751. to 1001. per acre ; and in some situations as high as 1501. 
The Wealo contains but few considerable estates, the land, 
ed property being generally much di?ided. Among the priq. 
cip^l proprietors are Sir Horatio Mann, Bart, Thomas Law 
Hodges, Esq. of Hemsted, Henry Streatfield, Esq. of Chid- 
ingstooe, and Lord le Despencer. From this di?ision of 
property the inclosures are small to suit the con?enience qf 
the holders, hence, a considerable loss is occasioned to the 
public and not unfreqoently to themselves. The hedge rows are 
mostly broad and thick, obstructing the free action of the air 
and san^ the growth of wood in them being much encouraged 
for the supply of th^ hop-gardens, to which, e?ery thing gives 
place. To this point the whole attention of the farmer it 
generally directed, and if in this he is disappointed, the neces- 
sary consequences are distress and poverty. Too much de« 
pendence is placed on this uncertain plant, and many to 
their cost have indeed found, that they have been cultivating 
bitten. The farms in this d,istrict seldom exceed one hundred 
and fifty acres, though there are some, particularly in th^e 
neighbourhood of Talding, that are considerably larger : from 
fifty to one hundred acres appears the most common size. 

CLiMAtE, Scenery, &c. — ^Thp climate of the Weald, is 
much milder than in those parts of the county northward of 
•the tfM'gc pf ^^lls extending fr.om Folkstone to Wrotham, kc. 
these. hiUs afibrdii^ it coi^uderable shelter from the more 
cutting winds; though from ihe nature of the soil, much pf it 
being, as before observed, a cold moist clay, the harvest it 
rather later than in situations more iexposed. 

The salubrity of the air in this district is generally |idmitted; 
for though some exceptions are taken by Dr. Harris and Mr. 

f2 
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Hasted, as to those parts immediately bordering on the marsh ; 
the^ are too trifling and unimportant to aifect the general 
character which the Weald has so uniyersally and so justlj 
obtained: but if the obserration of Dr. Harris* should be 
supposed to refer to the land under the hills, which bound the 
Weald on the north, as laying comparatiTely low ; it may be 
replied, that in these parts no unhealthy symptoms have ever 
been manifested, which could be attributed to the situation. 
Indeed the Weald so far from being a low marshy or swampy 
tract of country, as might be supposed from a slight view of 
it, taken from the high lands on the north, has little or no 
marshy ground within its boundary. It is for the most part 
made up of gentle hill and dale, undulating in all directions,, 
and towards the more southerly parts rising abruptly into well 
wooded eminences, little, if any, below the level of the high^ 
est land in the county, not even excepting the range of chalk* 
/hills,+ Of the purity of the air in these parts^^ in addition to 

* This large tract of the Weald (says Dr. Harris) is by no means gene- 
rally speaking, unhealthy, except vvhere the ground is marshy or swampy^. 
as it is in low lands near the sea and river every where. The ways indeed 
are very bad in it, in winter or wet weather; because iht soil is generally 
vpon a clay. But in summer 'tia all a garden, and in a dry season the 
wayjs are rathtr better for a coach, than they are any where else, being with- 
out deep ruts. And from the tops, of the adjacent bills, it is the finest 
•prospect imaginable to look down into the Weald in summer time; for the 
whole being in a manner composed of inclosures i the corn fields and mea* 
dows of different colours, adorned with all manner of flowers, the green 
woods and hedge rows, and the towns and village here and there inter- 
ipersed, do afford so very great and agreeable a variety of view, that I 
never saw any thing any where more delightful and charming. And thii 
large and extensive prospect renders the seats of those gentlemen .which are 
situated on the edge ef the bills, exceedingly pleasan't in all good and ^ear 
weather. Hist, of Kent, p. 348. 

f It is the opinion of many that the highest land in Kent is to be found 
in the Weald ; the spot alluded to, is on Hartlj-bfU, aboai one mile and « 
^If 9, W, Qf the town of Cranbrook. 
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common opinion, we have the concurring testimony of Dr. 
Derham,* who concludes deducing his opinion from the longe- 
vity of its inhabitants as ^hewn by the church registers, ai^ 
from the peculiarities of its situation, that Cranbrook must 
be among the most healthy spots in England, and if this coii« 
elusion be ju»t, a strong piesumptive proof may thence b« 
drawn in favor of the general healthiness of this district. This 
may in a great measure arise from the quantity of wood and 
other vegetable matters with which the Weald peculiarly &- 
bounds, and the small quantity of stagnant water it contains. It 
is a generally received opinion that all plants and trees possess a 
'property of purifying the air by absorbing the noxious particles 
that float in it. Dr. Ingenhousz says,+ it will perhaps ap- 
" pear probable that one of the great laboratories of nature for 
cleansing and purifying the air of our atmosphete is placed \u 
the substance of the leaves, and put in action by the influence - 
of the light, and that all plants possess a power of speedily 
correcting foul air unfit for respiration. The air generated 
by the leaves of trees, &c. being heavier than common air 
descends^ while the latter fouled by the respiration of animyals, 
and other causes, ascends; is purified as before stated, and 
again rendered fit for respiration. But be the cause what it 
may, the fact is unquestionable. 

The scenery of the Weald, though not of a character to ex- 
cite surprise or astonishment, possesses charms which will be 
felt by those, at all acquainted with its antient condition, or 
who have the smallest relish for the beauties of nature: it 
partakes not of the sublime, but possesses features' that moj« 
strongly fasten on the feelings, for here 

< ' Tbe banting prospect ipreads aroond : . 
And over bill and dale, and ^ood and lawn, 

♦ Physico Theology. 

+ Experiences snr les vegitanx. See also Priestley's works, and l^is li^ 
HyCorry, edit. 1804, p 67. and 38. 
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An4 villages embpvom'd soft in tives.. 

And spiry towns by surging columns markM 

Of household bmoak, the eye excursive roams.** ^ 

Saw differ^ol; its State, while yet 

'* I9o sounding aze ptesumed those trees to btfo. 

Coeval nith the world." 

Whoa through, tho tra^les* waste and dreary c<iIiMP^« 

3y verd^t field ai»d village spire unvaried, 

The dappled burgher of the wood, untaught to fear« 

Strayed unmolested. 

'J^ Dumeroiijs small streams and rivulets -which iotersect t^ 
Weai>i)9 though too incoA8i4erable to add to Its scenery, ase 
jaotwithstanding of much lo<al advantage, (the priocipal are 
tiie Bealt and the Teise); and the water here obtained for do- 
mestic purpose^^ is geoejraly speaking not surpassed hy any in 
the kiQgdom* 

Roads. — Until within these few years, the roads through- 
cut the Weald were Tery IndiiTerent, and even now, $ome of 
the highways in the winter season are impassable for any car- 
riage of pleasure; though in the summer these very roads af- 
ford the most delightful rides, being free from dust and agree- 
ably shaded by high hedge rows, and branching oaks, which, 
but partially excluding the beautiful and varying scenery of 
the surrounding country, serve to heighten its interest. Tht 
reputed badness of the roads in these parts, has no doubt been 
the principal cause of preTenting many from visiting them : 
but though the observations of Harris and earlier writers were 
at the time correct, yet the reproach is now wearing fast a- 
way, and at this period there are some roads within the Weald^ 
at least equal to any that can be found without its limits. It 
is a circumstance much to be regretted, that many of our lo- 
cal histories have been compiled by non-residents apd not un- 
frequently by persons who have never leen the placeji of w)ii^ 
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they have treated, or talc^n even comfhon pttiM to infoivi 
themseWes of their pretent stmfc; thus an observation, at 
first jast and apposite, is banded about until it becomes in* 
consistent and ridicnlons. In a receht historj of this countjr, 
the roads here (expressly the highways) ure I'epresented, (proi 
bably on the authority of Hasted) as even worse than can be 
inferred from the description given of them by Dr. Hai'ris hi 
his time ; as will appear by the following extracts ; "The %igk^ 
ways in this district are in general very indifferent, nnd fre- 
quently impassable for carriages, even in tolerable weather : 
!n winter even horses cannot keep the main roads, but are 
. obliged to pass along the narrow paved tracks that have been 
formed at the sides ;" and again, ^^in the winter season in wet 
weather, it is imposnible to travel over the Weald in carriages^ 
mud scarcely on horseback ; though in the principai roads, 
which are from fifty to sixty feet broad, there is generally u 
"^ved causeway about three feet in width, raised tor the ac- 
commodation of passengers." Of these remarks, we shall 
only observe, that they are for the most part unfounded: 
tiiat there are tM^s witbin the Weald impassable for carriag#a 
in the winter, is before admitted, and that on the sides of such 
Voftds, causeways are formed for the accommodation of horse- 
men and foot passengers ; but that the principai roads, are 
deserving the character above given them, must be denied. 
One of the principal roads is that whieh enters the Weald at 
fjiuton (from Maidstone) passing through Staplehurst, Cran- 
t>rook, Tenterden, Small-hythe and Appledore, which, with 
the exception of two miles between Staplehurst and Crmn- 
l)rook is really a very good road ; and that it is pasnAk for 
carriages is proved by the circumstande of a stage coach pas- 
•ing to and fro three times a week for some years past, and 
without a single accident which could be imputed to the road; 
another principal one is that from Tunbridge through Brenoh- 
lay, Lambeihurst, Hawkhantuid Newendeo; also a coa^« 
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Poad, and not inferior to the former ; indeed a considerable 
part of this last is not exceeded by any road in the kingdom. 
The roads also, from Tunbridge to the Wells, from the for-, 
mer to Penshurst, from Cranbrook to Goudhurst and Hors-. 
iponden, from Cranbrook to Beueuden and also to Ilawkhurst; 
vxd from Tenterden to Newenden are all exempt from the a- 
bove unqualified reproach. 

The expence howeyer of maintaining the roads in these 
parts in any tolerable state is very considerable, owing to the 
heavy carriage of materia.ls and the continual attention and 
labor, necessary to make good the damage done by the enor^ 
mous burthens brought upon them.* Good roads, as neces* 



* As aa instaoce, a waggon contaioing onehnndred pockets of bops, aver- 
aging 1^ cwt. per pocket, which with the waggon amounted to 7^ tons hat 
been known to pass on these roads. Four or five tons is the common weig]^ 
of a loaded waggon, and under the pressure of such, a load, the best materials 
must in some measure fiiil. The roads here are composed either of rag-stone^ 
beach, iron-stone or sand. Another sort of stone of the testaceous kind, 
dug in the parishes of Staplehurst, Frittehden and Headcorn has also been 
partially tried, but found not to answer the purpose, being easily decompoa- 
ed and reduced by the slightest friction to powder. The three first whea 
under good management will fortn a sound hard road, but until within a 
little while, the management of our roads has betn sadly defective, and 
in consequence, a greater expence has been incurred than would have been 
necessary, if judgment and not custom had been attended to. It was usual 
merely to sh6ot down the stones where they were intended to lie, aad 
leave them i^ the same state they were brought from the quarry; by tbki 
execrable and injudicious practice the road was rendered so uneven and full 
of holes, that it was not only inconvenient and unp|eaiiant, but highly dan- 
gerous. This was the condition of the road from Linton to Staplehurst; but 
since a more jndicions course has been pursued, this road is become equal if 
not superior to any leading out of Bath, apart of England which has been 
noticed for the goodness of its roads. The management of the sand roada« 
MHUy appears very objectionable; in order to throw off the wet the sand is 
heaped together in the centre, not unfrequently eighteen inches or two feet 
above the sides. Independent of the danger to which carriages are thus ex- 
paaed, tkt practice seems iiyadidouB, for it is^nol to be expected that tha 
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sary to the interests of agriculture and commerce, are par* 
ticularly deserring the attention of the legislature, and « 
matter of general as well as of local concern. The adoption 
of weighing machines has done but little good, and still less 
has been produced bj the encouragement of broad and rolling 
wheels, the latter having served to increase the mischief they 
were designed to obviate, by promoting the practice of con- 
yeying in one carriage as great a weight as possible; and this 
is not all, for it has been found by experience, that these 
wheels even under the same weight, are generally more pre- 
judicial and destructive than narrow ones. It is as much the 
duty of the legislature to frame such regulations as may b^ 
found necessary for the preservation of the public roads, as 
it is to require or authorise their being made : and as the laws 

g 

heavy carriageg of hops, wool, timber and lime, will be kept exactly in the 
centre of these coadi, especially in the night, and when not unfreqaentlj the 
drivers are asleep. When the wheels on one side are broo|>ht into the centre 
of the road, neariy the whole weight is thrown on those that are lowest, the 
injury to the road most in snch case be considerable, and the ezpence of 
keeping them in any tolerable state of repair, necessarily great Bat as 
thicaoounmUitioD in the oentre, it only considered necessary is flats, would 
it not be advisable to adopt the following ezpedieoL Instead of continning 
the road on a dead level, let there be an occasional rise at the distance of 
one or two hundred yards apart, just suflicient to draw olT what water may 
fall on It; and lay the road perfectly flat. This nndolating form would le&- 
sett the draught, and the pressure on th^ road would be equalized. If ruts 
aic formed in roads thus constructed, they may be readily repaiied, and 
bat little iivjury would be done to them even in the wettest seasons, as the 
water would naturally find its way to the lowest parts and be conveyed with 
little attention into the ditches, to secure which, a low embankment should 
be formed with the stuff thrown from them. It may be objected,* that in 
sand roods thus constructed, the most valuable part of the sand, would be 
inceasanUy drawn by the rains, to the lowest parts: this would in some measure 
be tke ease, but it would not be dispersed and lost as at present, but might be 
collected again and applied with less ezpence than ntader the present manage- 
ment. This scheme is equally applicable to roads formed of harder materiaU. 
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hitherto enacted have been found either insufficient or destrnc*' 
ti?e of the end proposed, some other expedients are become 
necessary. The conclusions of the board of agriculture on thiii 
important point, should be immediately acted upon ; it is their 
opinion, founded on diligent enquiry and mature deliberation, 
that tho object can only be obtained by enforcing such a con- 
~ struction of carriages as are fit only for k'ghtloKdSy and will not 
carry heavj^ ones. In short to encourage or enforce the use of 
short teams, or one horse carts. 

The bi/e ways in these parts, as in most others, are very 
bad; and a stranger who has experienced the advantages and 
comfort of good roads, will be at some loss to account for 
the indifference to this circumstance, manifested by the resi- 
dents of many parts of the* Weald. A complaint seldom or 
ever escapes the farmer on this score, and so long as his wag- 
gons can, with any strength he is able to muster, be drawn 
through them, it would be difficult to extort a confession, that 
they are really bad : he will admit perhaps, they are indiffe- 
rent, but in his estimation they cannot be very bad, while his 
business can be dpne, and done in any way. If good roads 
could be formed from each farm house, to the nearest market 
town, or to the chalk hills, er even throughout the Weald, 
by a voluntary contribution of £l. for every ^10. of rent 
paid, for one year only, trifling as the sacrifice must appear, it 
would generally be deemed too great, and the object would, 
by such means, never be accomplished; nay more, if the end 
could be effected free of exp^nce, it is very far from certain 
whether the majority of the tenants in these parts, would express 
themselves pleased with the alteration. From these premises 
it might be- inferred, that the farmers in this country are more 
Ignorant and less awake to their interests than those of other 
parts ; but this is not the fact ; they possess as much good 
sense and are perhaps as capable of appreciating the advantages 
of good roads as their neighbours more fortunately situ- 
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atcd ; but in a revolution of this kind they foresee ma- 
jf^y eTits, heightened probably by an attachment to old ha- 
bits and local prejudices. Be this as it may, it is certain that 
very important consequences must result from a change of this 
nature, and on an impartial consideration of the subject, it 
will be seen that the seeming indifference of the tenant, and his 
objections to such an innoyation, are neither to be attributed 
to insensibility or unfounded pr«JMdice. He is aware, that by 
making good roads, his approach to market with his team, and 
means of obtaining manure, would be facilitated ; that by eas- 
ing the draught, one or two horses might be spared; that the 
>vear and tear of his tac*kle would be materially reduced ; in 
short, that his business might be carried on with less expence| 
and with much more pleasure to himself than formerly. What 
then, it may be asked, can render him lukewarm and indif- 
ferent to such a change of circumstances? Simply ^ that his 
landlord may be as well able to estimate these advantages as 
himself, and that ultimately it is more than possible, he maybe 
no gainer by the change. If these notions of the tenant have 
any weight, and their fears are admitted to be well founded, 
should not these very considerations operate with the ownert 
of land in such situations to promote as far as in their power 
the accomplishment of good roads, and stimulate them to step 
forward in support of any measure calculated to effect so de- 
sirable an end. There can be no doubt, but that the landed 
property in many parts of the Weald, would in such case be 
more than doubled in value ; while the public would be ma- 
terially benefited, by an increased produce of the land, and 
the facilities of communication thus afforded. 

Minerals, &c. — Iron ore is found in considerable abun- 
dance in different parts of the Weald, and of very superior 
^qualify, but owing to the increased value of fuel, the expehce 
of obtaining lime-stone (for a flux) and the want of a more 
■ 6 2 . • 
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ready communication with other parts, the smelting and work<» 
ing this valuable mineral has for some time ceased^ and is noW 
remoted to places, either more fortunately situated in these 
respects, or wherie the importance of inland nayigation is bet- 
ter understood and appreciated. 

At Bethersden, a grey turbinated marble is dug, formerly 
much in request for the ornamental parts of building and for 
tombs : it is similar to that of Petworth, and slightly resembles 
the marble of Kilkenny, but is less compact and of a more som- 
bre cast. An inferior stone, also of the testaceous kind, is found 
in several adjoining parishes about the centre of the Weald, 
which is used for paving the causeways and horse tracks : it is 
besides employed in building, and is valuable where durability 
alone is required. * Sand-stone is dug here pretty generally, and 
much used ; the best, perhaps, is found in the parish of Hawk- 
hurst. Most of the religious, edifices in this part of the coun- 
ty, are built with sand-stone, which though soft at first, soon 
becomes indurated by exposure. The Kentish rag-stone is al- 
so dug within the Weald. These must all become articles of 
importance in the event of a canal being carried through these 
parts. 

Projected Imphotement. — ^We nmst not close this gener* 
al sketch without noticing the projected canal through the 
Weald ; an idea which originated with a few public spirit- 
ed individuals in the year 1 800 ; by whom a fund was raised for 
defraying the expences of a survey. Accordingly Mr. Alexan- 
der Sutherland, then engaged in superintending the improve- 
ments of Rye harbour, was applied to, and by him a survey 
was made an(l a report thereon laid before the subscribers at a 



• Thitttoae It wholly composed of marine shells and sand. From its 
component parts, there is reason to believe it would make an excellent 
cement and a valuable lime both for agricnltnral and bnitding purposes. 
It if at least worth the triaL 
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general meetliig beld at Maidstone ia 3m\j 1801» \nieii it 
was resoWed, '^That it is the opifiioa oi this meeting^ thaitiie 
navigatioBii propesed are practicable, with great peculiar ad« 
Tantagesto the couaties of Ken^ and Sussex, and witii ftnenl 
utility to the community at large/' Preriouy to any feiBirk]i 
on Mr. Sutherland's report:, or the resolution abore. qiBnted; 
it may be proper to state what was* the nature Qf Mr* Sotbette 
land's project, and the course he proposed. 

The aivowed object, was that of uniting the rivers Mtsw ay 
and RoTHER, and the course suggested, as follows; tiie peiat 
of union with thl$ Medway, was proposed a few roAf alMfHt 
Twyford bridge, then crossing Yalding lees^ to keep between 
the rirer Beult and Brand^bridges to Hunfon clappers aad 
^tile-bridge; and by Hersfield and Hockingbury Mdges t6 
Frittenden brook stream; from thence to Buckfaurst-bridge 
and Hammer-inill pond; then continued to the turnpike 4road 
between Rd^ey-bridge and FoMen-greeo, where after crot* 
ingthe road, a tunnel was proposed of the length of one thou* 
eand two hundred ]^ards; from thence to pass through the 
▼alley between Park-gate and flalden-place, on to Ashbdurne 
bridges, Lord's Gutt Penns, and the Otter channel, where the 
junction with the Rother was to be effected. 

Such was the proposed direction of the main line, and how- 
ever sanguine and positive Mr. Sutherland might at that time 
have been as to the practieability and advantages of his scheme, 
i>r however plausible it might have appeared to the committee ; 
it 18 nevertheless certain that doubts did soon arise, both with 
regard to the accuracy of the survey and the propriety of ap- 
plying for power to carry this project into execution: and^ 
these doubts were in no small degree confirmed by the rae<* 
kncholy death of Mr. Sutherland, on the eve of the adjourned 
meeting in the Easter week following. 

As the line, recommended by Mr. Sutherland has long since 
been abandoned^ it would be needless to point out the objec- 
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tions.to which it ivas. UabU, or th« erroliB and imperfeGtipnc 
wHh:-iriiich his simrey abounds.* 

.Some weeks prior to Mr. Sutherland's defith, he bad ex* 
liTOSsed a wish that the Report of soveettf^eer of known re«-' 
plito. "night be had, before subscriptions were opened for 
^aCKtbig the work, and accordingly Mr* Bennie was applied 
to for that purpose. It was proposed, the two eogiaeers should 
meet at Maidstone on the ^Otb of April 1809 and go ov^r the 
lints ioj:ether9 but Mr. Sutherland excused himself oo a£couBt of 
iwUsposttion. On the ^3d of the same month - at the general 
fttOetin^ the de%th of Mr. Sutherland was made known, when 
Mr«:^noia was directed ^^ to surrey the whote Liwa, reg^tt 
iipi^n/it,' and state any alterations and improvements thai might 
«u§^^t tkemeelyes to him." Thk he did, as appears by his 
RfitH^Tf dated September 4th in the sanoeyear. 

Mr. . Rennie Tiewiog this rather as an agricultural than a 
. mereaniile concern^ very properly suggested an extension to 
the :Wye hills, for the more ready iatrodmction of chalk and 
^iine sp, absolutely necessary to the agriculture of the Weald ^ 
jand abso recommended the extension towards Lamberhurst as 
originally proposed by Mr. Sutherland| in order to increase 
the advantageous dispersion of these valuable articles, and at 
the same time, afford a more' ready and less expensive c<>n« 

« The errors of Mr. Sotherlatid arose frmn the want of suflieleiit praetiee 
in that department of hl» profeision, which more especially reqaires the 
advantage of long experience and unwearied diligence. Yet while a re- 
gard to truth induces us to notice the professional imbecility of Mr. Suther- 
land in one instance, an equal respect to justice compels ns to admit hit 
just claims t6 applause in other respects. If we judge Mr. Sntheitand by 
the Report which acoorapanied the • unfortunate Soavar alluded to» and 
without reference to the latter, we must acknowledge him to have been a maa 
of no mean talents and acquirements: the perspecuity with which this pro- 
fessional paper is drawn up, the local knowledge and research it evinces, 
and tJip comparativr elegance of its lan^na^e, fully warrant the eonclosioa, 
that hftd he lived he must have become an ommnent to bis profession. 
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vcyance for the fimber of tliat vre^gbbourhood, .to.the dodc^ 
yards on the Medway and the TfiABfEft. A Bttrvej agreoajblet^ 
these suggestions' was made by Mr. Renuie in. 1803,- at th^ 
Gxpence of Sir Witliain Geary, Bart -whose liberaHtyt and 
public spirit on tliis and many other occasions, justly entitis 
him to the grateful thanks of the county.* 

A partial report of this survey iras made in a letter to Sr 
William, in August following; though it was fartfamr con^- 
iinued after that time, as appears by Mr. Reimie's printed 
^report and plan of the canal, bearing date July 19th, 1809, in 
which the scheme was considerably extended, by t^e addition 
principally, of a collateml branch to HeTercaitle and au ex- 
tension of the main line to St. Nicholas bay.f 

Though the liberal and enlarged view of the subject taken 
by Mr. Rennie, was generally gratifying to the friends of the 
concern, it was deemed unadTisable to apply for such extent 
sive powers, or b.raye the opposition which would be met 
'^ith, in the prosecution of so extefisiTe an undertaking. The 
committ^ee of . management therefore, directed in the year fol- 
lowing, a more circumstantial and limited survey to be made; 
and a bill to empower them to carry the san^e into execution, 
was laid before parliament in the sessions of 1811, when, con- 

f The subscriber not considering it right to ayail thetpsdves of the un«o- 
lif^ited liberality of any indiTidoal, in a business of this public nature,^ and in 
the liuccess of which he could be no otherwise interested than as wishing to 
promote a matter of common advantage; very properly, on the revival of 
the undertaking in 1810, reimbursed Sir William Geary theexpences of this 
survey out of the general fund. This in - no measure lessens the valoe of Sir 
•WiUiam Geary's eondnet on that occasion, nor should it be allowed to alter 
0ur opinion of it, 

f These snrveys, mider the direction of Mr. Rennie, were made by Messrs. 
Giles, of New Inn, whose diligence, zeal .and accuracy in the numerous 
surveys of this kind, in which they have be«a engaged, have justly obtained 
for them the coa^eace of the public, and a pre-eminent rank ia their pro* 
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tittoy to the original intention o^ the projectoni of the under* 
taking, it was found ad? isable to unite it itith the Royal 
Military Canal near Appledore : the delay iinaroidably crea- 
ted, in adjusting with goTernment the terml of this junction^ 
tad other uhforeieen circuniBtances, arising from €he spirited 
opposition of a few wealthy indiTidnals, induced the promo- 
ters of the measure to defer the farther proaecution of.it until 
the ensnini^ sessions. It was then with certain modifications 
again submitted to the house, and at length after considerable 
opposition from its avowed enemies and pretended friends, 
was carried. 

We have been thus circumstantial in detailing the progress 
of the present undertaking, in order to remove the idle and 
•elfi^ misinterpretations ol its enemies. This is not the pro- 
ject of a few despeiute and visionary ^pf^culatists, but a well- 
grounded and rational measure for the amelioration of the coun- 
try, graced with the sanction and support of persons of the 
first respectability, matured by time, apd under, the guidance 
of unequalled professional talents. As it is deserving of, so it 
is hoped it will meet with, support. 



The Weald of Rent is in the diocese of Canterbury, and for 
the most p&rt within the western division of the county, its 
greatest length, namely from Ede^bridge :vrestward, to Alding- 
ton in the east, .is about forty miles, and its average width 
eight miles and a half. The parishes described in the follow- 
iag<psgie», lire either wholly or prindpaUy within the dittriot 
under consideration ; those which have only a small portion 
within the Weald (as Sevenoaks, &c.) it has been deemed 
unnecessary to notice particularly. 
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jtlLLWNGTON- TI15 Tillage of Jld^gton, or as it is 
/usQally^^ called in the neighbourhood, ^^//tfigf on, is pleasantly 
thnat'ed on the ridge of quaiTy hills, on the road between 
I^mne and Aishfbrd; from its elevated situation it commandt 
extensire riews of the Country round; but the most pleasing' 
prospects in this neighbourhood, and perhaps in the County, 
ate olitaihed from the higd land, a little to the Westward of 
Aldingtoii Corner^, and on the right of the road from Ash<« 
foid>; the lower part of fhte hill southward is occupied with 
ifi^iod^ 6yet which a wide expilnse of Marsh is seen, stretching' 
t0 the Sea, and bounded on the west by the high land in the 
n^ig^bottrhood of Rye and Winchelsca; on the right are the 
extnold^ woodlands in the Ticinity of Shadoxhurst, while the 
left presents a partial but distinct yiew of the Ocean, rising 
as^tt wen above the? wood; the nameroas Qiurches scattered 
OTtr /tito manh^ the beacons on the Coast, theyenerable re* 
• . . • ■ 'A 



f TMf placAf thoni^ seoopdaipr to the Village, and called a Haonlet, is, 
1>7 far the mogt considerable cluster of dwelliags in. tbe Buish, and it Ims t» 
koist a very tolerable Inn. 
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mains of Bihiogton Priory, and the moTing scenes afforded 
by the shipping, which are distinctly seeti in the di- 
rection of Hythe, form altogether, a ))icture of uncommon 
beauty and interest. The roads in these parts are hard an4 
sound, but extremely rough; the water is good, and the air has 
the reputation of being particularly salubrious. 

The Manor 0E.AL]>iNcTOir(£aldin<iiiie) tpp^i^ to hare been 
formerly of very considerable compass, extending, according to 
the record of Domesday into the parishes of Limne, Stowting, 
&c. It was granted by Queen Ediva, anno 961 to the Priory 
of Christ Church) Canterbury, and on a partition of the pos- 
sessions of that Church betweea the Monks and Archbishop 
Lanfranc (in the reign of the Conqueror)' this Manor was 
aUotted to the latter, and the manor house/ in . after 
times, made the occasional residence of his successors <<who 
hjad a large Park here, and a chase, fer the beasts of the 
forest."* Archbishop Morton, in Kiqg Henry the Serenth's 
reign, made considerable . additions to the Mansion house.; 
but in the succeeding reign it was alienated to the Crown, the - 
Park rendered nH>r.e complete, and extended by subsequent 
purchases. In the first year of Edward the Sixth^Jhe .Makiof 
i^as granted to John Dudley Earl of! Warwick to lu^ld ^ .&• 
piicy but within two years afterwards was recoafeyedto th/U 
Monarch, in exchange for Estates elsewhere; aad from that time 
continued among the possessious of the Ccow|i until the D^gn of 
Charles the first, when the Maniqii, Mithits appurtem^noes and 

* The remains of the Court Lodge, still Inbalrited; are on the MHh Me* 
of. the Church Yai^, and what Is now caUed AlOm^u Fr'ifht (Friitt) wei . 
the ckase above spoken of; at the soi^ east Comer of it, U the Manor 
house of PouUon Stansted, About three quarters of a. mile northward of 
Aldington Frith is a conical hill, with a large pond on the sunmiit which is 
«aid never to have beea dry^ tfaongfa the iprings below It hate ftequeatl;^ 
iraen Koown to fiul in dry s 
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rents df assise, were granted to Nicholas Siddenham, Esq./ and 
Edward Smith, Gent, to hold in fee at the yearly rent of 
SOOI. 178. 4|d* but the scffe and demesnes of the Manor, were 
granted to Sir Edward Hales, Knight and Baronet, as trusterf 
f^ Sir Dudley Diggs, to hold of the Manor of East Green- 
wich by fealty only, in free and commdn socage, in fee fermd^ 
for erer. The latter is now in the possession of William DeedeiT, 
Esq. of St. Stephen's, Canterbury, also owner of the Manor of 
Shfympenden ; and the fee farm rent before mentioned is tested 
In James Drake Brockman, Esq. * 

Aldington is rendered particularly remarkable by the welU 
known impostui^e of Elizabeth Barton, ^the Holy Maid of 
Kent." The place chosen as the principal theatre of this dis-^ 
graceful trickery, (so strongly characteristic of the knavery and 
superstitions weakness of the times,) was in the Chapel of Couft 
mt Strete ii| this parish ; the affair is thus related by Hume. 
- ^Elizabeth Barton of Aldington in Kent, commonly called 
^« Holy Maid 6f Keni^ had been subject to hysterical fits> 
which threw her body into unusual conTulsions, and haying 
produced an equal disorder in her mind, made her utter strange 
aayings, which, as she was scarcely conscious of them during 
the time, had soon after entirely escaped her memory. Th# 
eiliy people in the neighbourhood were struck with these api^ 
peaiances, which they imagined to be supernatural; and 
Richkrd Masters, vicar of the parish, a designing fellow founds 
led on them a project from which he hoped to acquire botik 
profit and condderation. He went to Warham, Archbishop 
^f Caaterbuiy^ and havii^ given him an account of Elizabeth's 
revelatidns, he so far wrought on that prudent but superstK 
tidus prelate, as to receive orders from him to watch her in her * 
tranceS) and carefully to note down aH her future sayingar. 
The regard paid her by a person of so high a rank, soon ren« 
dered her stiH more the object of attention tor <lie n^hbour^ 
.' .> ^- -. A a-. .... .. . .:-•-.• •;. : 
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l^ood; and it was easy for ]^asters to persuade them, as^well 
as the Maid herself, that her rayings were isispiratioi^s.oC jU^ 
floly Ghost. Knaveiy, as is usual, sppn after suitHcee^^hi^ 
to delusion, she learned to counterfeit trances ; and sh0 the^ 
uttered, in an extraordinary tone, such speeches as >eredict 
lated to her by her spiritual director. Masters associated 
with him Dr* Rocking, a canon of Canterbury; and thisir 
design was to raise t)ie credit of an image of the Virgin, w.hiP^ 
^tood in a chapel belonging to Masters, and to draw to il 
such pilgrimages as usually frequ/ented the more Campus images 
9pd reliques. In prosecution of . thisi desigq, Elizabeth pre-' 
tended revelations, which directed Jber to (laTe recourse to. that 
image for a cure; and beip^ bro\igl\t before It, in the presence 
of a great multitude, she feU anew, into couTulsions; and after 
distorting her timbs aad countenance during a competient jtime, 
she affected to have obtained a perfect recovery by' the inters* 
cession of the Virgin. This miracle was soon bruited abroad ; 
and the two priests, finding the imposture to succeed bteryood 
^ their own expectations, began to extend their views, and to lay 
ihe foundation of more important enterprises. They taught 
their patent to declaim against the new doctrines, .whieh she 
denominated heresy ; against innovations in ecclesiastial gotem« 
ment ; and against the King's intended divorce from Catherine^ 
jShe went so far as to assert, that if he prosecuted tbat4es^[n^ 
and married another, he should not be King a month longer^ 
^nd should not an hour longer enjoy the favor of, the Almigiity, 
but should die the death of a villain, . Many monks thriMigfa« 
out England, either from foUy or roguery, or from faction^ 
which is often a complication of both, entered Into the delu- 
sion; and one Deering^ a friar, wrote a book of the revela* 
ti^s and prophecies of Elizabeth. Miracles were daily added 
tp increase Ihe wonder; and the pulpit every where resounded 
visith accounts of ;the. sanctity and« insparations. of tiiQ uem' 
prophetess. Messages were oarried from her to Queen 
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Catheriiie, fay which that princess was exhorted to persist in 
her oppositipn to the dirorce; the pope's ambassadors, gare 
encoai:i|gQment to the popular credulity; and eren Fisher 
Bishop of Rochester, though a man of sense and learning, waa 
cai^ried away by an opinion so favorable to the party which ha 
h^d espoused. The Ring at last began to think the matter worthy 
of his attention; and baring ordered Elizabeth and her accom- 
plices to be arrested^ he brought them before the Star chamj^er^ 
where they freely, without being put to the toHure, made con- 
fession of their guilts The Parliament in the sessipns held the 
beginning of this year, passed an act of attainder against' some 
who were engaged in this treasonable imposture; and Elizabeth 
lierself, Masters, Bocking, Deering, Jlich, Risby, and Gold^ 
KuiSfered for their crime. The Bishop of Rochester, Abel^ 
Addison, Lawrence, and others, were condemned fqr misprisifp 
of treason ; because they had not dicorered some criminal 
speeches which th^ heard from Elizabeth ; and they were thrown 
iskiQ prison. The better to undeceive the multitude, the forgery' 
of many of the prophetesses miracles was detected'; and eTen 
the scapdalous prostitution of her nuuiners was laid open to 
the.pi^blic. Those passions which so naturally insinuate them- 
f(0l>res Amidst the warm intimacies maintained by the devotees 
fi different sexes, had taken place between Elizabeth and hef 
confederates ; and it was found, that a door to her dormitory, 
. which was said to have been miraculously 4>pened, in order to 
give her access to the chapel, for the sake of frequent converse 
with heaven, had been contrived by Bocking and Master^ for 
less refined purposes." Thus, says Hume ^^ the detection df 
tSiis indposture, attended with so many odious circumstance^i 
both hurt the credit of the ecclesiastics, particularly the Monks, 
and instigated the King to take vengeance on them." 
- The Church of Aldington (the advowson of which belongs tb 
tfie see of Canterbury) has nothing remarkable about it, but a' 
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part of the tower, begun in the year 1507, and left until the 
present, in an unfinished state. In this addition is displayed 
a beautiful specimen of the Florid Gothic, a style of architec- 
ture by no means common in this district : on the right of the 
entrance, is a canopied recess in which the holy water was 
placed, and immediately over the entrance, an highly orna. 
mental fascia ;- on each side of the window above is a welU 
proportioned niche with canopies, enriched with crockets and 
finials and groined soffits chequered with tracery; but thik 
display of the builder's taste is confined to the lower part of 
the western front, the remainder of the steeple bearing no 
analogy to it. The building, dedicated io St. Martin^ 
consists of a nave, one side aisle, and two chancels ; on a 
«tone in the north chancel, are the effigies in brass of John 
Weddeol, Gent, and Maud his wife, as also of their three 
sons and two daughters ; the date 1475. It is worthy of 
remark that this liTing was for a short time held by the fa* 
mous Erasmus, ^ the most learned man of the age in which he 
lived.*^ 

There is an established modus of nine pence pet acre on all 
grass lands in this Parish, "in IFeu of all tythes whatexer; ta 
break through which^ there was a suit in 1754 between Dri 
Chapman, then Rector, and Smith, who was an occupiei' of 
such lands here, in which the Rector was cast." The glebe is 
about 14 acres. ^' 

APPLEDORE. By the Saxons written 4puldrey and i^ 
Doomsday, Jipeldres^ takes its name from its low and damjp 
situation near the channel^ which focmerly flowjed up to ji^ 
from the Sea. 

"The situation of Appledore was formerly very differji)gt frpijf 
That it is at present, having been in antient time a maritime tatotif 
i0 which the Sea flowed up, and large fleets frequently naTi^. 
ted; but the ri^er Rother, or Limene, as it was thea called^ 
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liaying loi^ -since directed its course from this Channel; it has 
1»een for ages past left dry and destitute both of salt and fresh 
water, and coTered with pastures and catties the stream of it 
flowing by a far different one into the Sea; the only water near 
it at this time being the small rivulet or dyke, which passes be« 
tween the main land and the isle of Oxney, at the east end of 
which it now runs, just below Appledore, and encompassing 
the eastern side of that island,- where, though an inconsiderable 
stream, it. takes the name of Appledore channel, and passing the 
White Kemp Sluice, flows into Rye haren, where it meets the 
Sea." 

^^TheRiTer Rother,. or Limene, instead of its present course^ 
formerly flowed by Newenden to Maytham, and so along by 
Smallhyth and Reading between the main land and the isle of Ox- 
Bey to the town of Appledore, where, instead of turning its cotirs« 
to the southward, as it does now, towards Rye haTen, It kept 
OB close by Appledore still eastward, along by where the Rhee* 
wall now is, where the remains of the old trench, in which this 
riyer flowed between Appledore and Old Romney, being about 
four miles, is plainly traced, being of large extent and breadth, 
though long since become. dry and converted into pasture 
ground." 

^^This River did not forsake its antient course all at once, but 
at times and by degrees, as appears by the continued means ta- 
ken to prevent it, as well as against the inundation of the Sea, 
so early as King Henry the First's time; and there happened 
one not long afterwards, which is mentioned both by Mathew 
Paris and Westminster. The former in his relation of this vi- 
olent rage and ferment of the Sea in 1250, and the} inunda- 
tions consequent, says, that at Winchelsea above three hundred 
Houses and some Churdies, were by its [violence overturned; 
but the very year in which this change of course happened, 
appears to have been in the fifteenth of Edward the First, wheui 
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90 Gamdensays^ the Sea^ ragtag with the Tiolence of winds, o*. 
T#rflowed this tract, Qiaking a dreadful destmctioii of Peo* 
pJie, Cattle and Houses, caused this river to forsake its old 
channel, and opened a new and nearer way, as at present, into 
the Sea at Rye. And though ereiy meuis were used afterwards 
by frequent commissions to riew and see to the repair of thestf 
broken WaH», yet by future tempests, (one in particular of which, 
happened in the eighth year of Edward the Third), »\\ thoughts' 
of the riyer's ever returning to its old channel, seem to havr 
been gireo up ; and three years afterwards, the King by his 
letters patent granted this old trench or channel, leading from 
a^ arm of the Sea, called Apledre, towards the town of Romene, 
to the different owners of the soil, with licence for them to ob«> 
struct, dam, and stop it up, as it had by reason of the sands and 
otiier matter flowing in, been so £Uedup, that: Ships could not 
pass by- it ; and reciting that there was another trench leading ' 
from the siaid arm to Romene, latety made«by force of the Sea, 
by which Ships passed to that Town, as they had before used to ' 
d6 by the former one, and was- more proper and sufficient/' 

.'^Whilst the river continued navigable to this Town in its an« 
tient state, the Danes, in the time of King Alfred, anno 893, 
with' an intent to plunder this Country, entered the mouth of 
it, and went up this Channel with a fleet of two hundred and 
fiffy sail of Ships as high as Appledore, to which at that time ^ 
ih^ Weald, or great forest of Andred, extended itself east* 
wiurd. There are strong appearances remaining to support this 
opitti<»i ; and that the tract of land called the Dowles, in the 
south east'partbf this parish, nearer to Romney, was once co* 
rered with Wood ; among others, that the Dean and Chapter of > 
CiLi^rbury-haTe a parcel of laiid in the western part of the * 
Dowles, which are said in the records to that Chnrh to lie in « 
Appledore Wood; and that at the depth of from three to six * 
feet, there have been frequently found in different parts of this 
tract of land| oak leaves^ acorns^ birch, and willow, and the 
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9MkA of bmkes, Stc. in htgh pr^werr^don^ tnd likewise lai^ 
trede of rarioas kinds and sises lying in different directiont, and 
Bometimes across one another; aiid what is worth bbserrattoh^ 
Aejr Appear to hsLte been cift doWn with ftn Axeo^ sharp instra* 
ment, knd ndt with a saw; ^strong proofs that these Dowles 
W«re once pArt of the forest before mlSntinied, and corered 
with trees and wood." 

'^At Appledore.the Danes intrenched theraseWeS onthe scite of 
a small balf«bnilt fort^ inhabited by a few boors, which thef 
demolished, together with the Tillage, tnd bnilt one of a lar« 
ger size and strength, and kept their rendesTous there for some 
time. What became of this castle afterwards, I do not find 
but it is probuble that it wi^s rained by the French in 1S80, 
who th^n bnrnt this town, and tradition reports, that on the 
mins of this castle the present church was built ; and the situ* 
viion of it renders it rery probable/' 

^<The soil of thh parish is for the greatest part moorish, bog^* 
g!|r, and fenny ; though some of the upper or northern part of 
it is sandy, with some coppice wood * on it. It is about two 
fidles and a half in length, and about two in breadth. 

The Tillage is situated Tery low, close to the maf* 
shes in the southern part of it, near a quarter of a mile 
fiN>m the eastern part of the isle of Oxney, with the 
church standing close on the eastern side of it; The hou* 
fes are but meanly built. The Tast quantity of marshes ' 
which lie contiguous and come close lip to it, make it Tery 
mihealthy, and this is rendered much more so, by a large 
tract of swamp, called the Dowles, lying about t mile sontb 
eastward from the Tillage, within the marsh ; they are about 
two miles long and more than one wide, icontaining about four 
hundred acres. One part of it is hardly ever free fr^m water^ 
imless for a month or so at the end of a rery dry summer; th« 
other part has some few spaces of sound ground, but b wholly 
OTerflowed during the winter, and in % year when fodder 

B 



Digitized by 



Google 



is scarce, or the season backn^ard, Is of gretit serti<5e to thi^ 
fanners; for the grass, haying no want of rain, springs crarlj, 
and in great plenty, and affords excellent feeding for the 
lai^r stock. There are some thoughts of draining this tract of 
land, which, If it can be effected, will render it a most ya-* 
luableand fertile parcel of pasture, the soil of the whole of jt 
appearing to be very rich. The large qudntity of stagnating 
water continually on this tract of land, which is almdst ati 
entire swamp, engenders such noxious and pestilential vapours, 
as spread sickness and frequent death on the inhabitants of 
this and some of the adjoining parishes; the sickly counter 
nances of them plainly discorering the unwholesome air they 
breathe in." ^ 

• <^King Edward the Third in his 32d year, granted to the 
prior and convent of Christ church, in Canterbury, a weekly 
market at their manor here, (which has been long disused), and 
a' yearly fair on the 11th of January. There are now two 
fairs held annually here, on January the 11th, and June 
Md." ♦ 

The Plant, Called morsus diabolic Jloribui edbis et su^ 
hrusis^ or devil's bit, with white and blush colored ih>wers,+ 
grows about Appledore. 

• In the time of Canute, the Mandr of Appledore (Apeldres) 
was in the possession of Eadsy a priest, who on turning monk, 
had license from that Monarch and hb Queen to bestow it on 
the convent of Christ church Canterbury, where it remained till 
the dissolution of monastic establishmelits in the 31st year of 
Henry the Eighth. Within two years afterwards it was settled 
on the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, among whose pos* 
sessions it still remains. 

The CHvncu of Appledore, which occupies a small rise on the 
east side of the village, is supposed to stand on the scite of the 

♦ Hastcd's History of Kent, vol. VIII. p. 250.— 4. 

f For an account of the virtues, &c. of this plant, sec Parkin's Bn^iib 
Pbjsidan, p^ 112. 
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ancient castle, demolished by the French in the year 1380i 
Before tlutt time it stood midvray between Reding Street and 
Appledore, in a field, which to thii day is called ^^Church 
.Field." The present unsightly structure consists of three ai^lea, 
-with a square tower at the west end, evidently more antique 
than the rest of the building. In the reign of Henry the Third^ 
this church, together with the chapel of Ebony, appendant, 
was attached to the priory of St. Mastin in Dover, to which 
it was given by Archbishop Langton, subject to a portion of 
sixteen marks to the vicar, for his maintenance. On the sup^ 
pression of the lesser monasteries it became vested in the 
crown, and by Henry the Eighth, was granted to the see of 
Canterbury. 

The lessee of the parsonage, agreeable to a custom establish** 
adhere, receives four shillings per acre for wheat and two 
shillings for lent corn, in lieu of all rectorial tythes. The 
vicarial tythes are sixpence per acre fof all uplands, and one 
. shilling per aqre for all moor lands, whether sovred or not, and 
this is supposed to comprehend the tythe of hay also.* 

ASHURST, lying to the southward of Bidborough, is a. 
small inconsiderable parish, divided from the county of Sussex 
on the south and west, by a branch of the Medway. Its 
surface is various, presenting alternate hill and dale, and 
towards the west is much wooded : the soil a stiff clay and ra« 
ther unproductive; it has no village, the houses being inter* 
spersed throughout it and but few in number; The church, a 
' very humble edifice with a wooden spire, is situated on the 
west side of the parish, about a quarter of a mile from th^ 

B3 

• Several litigations concerning tythes, between this oharoh and those f f 
Brookkad, Soaigate and Kenardiiigtoiiy are to be fonad among the Lambeth 
archives ; and a composition between the abbot and convent of St. MAaxm^ 
coDceniiiig tythes of lands in Horingbroke and Sherle, anno 1S47. See 
Dacarefs Repertory, p, S9i. 
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dver, which hare separating foiws a small island, having a 
bridge on either nde, orer yrhioh the road leads into Sttssea(«. 
In tius chnroh, before the reformation, was a famous Rood er 
crucifix much resorted to for its supposed miraculous powers ; 
fuch if9s the enlightening influence of Fopeiy ! ! * It. has bee» 

• Of tbis place and its groming Idol, Lambarde speaka tlras, **Ia the 
iMthwest oorner of tbis Shyre, towank the confines of Sussex and Soiry, 
JiyeUk AsBuasT, a place ^noif a dates so obscure (for it is bat a towne of 
two houses) that it is not worthy the visiting: but yet in olde time so glorioot 
for a Rgode that it had of r^re properae, that many youchsafed to bestowe 
hothe their labour and money upon it. It was beaten (forsooth) into tb^ 
heades of the common people (as what thing wqs so absorde, which ike deK 
gle coulde not then make the world to believe) that the Roodfi^ or croftifix* 
pf this Qhnrch, did by oertai&e iacremeots coatiBiially ware and grow, «f 
jrell isi^ the baah of hj^ir^, that it had on the head, as also in |he 
length and stature of the membera ^d bodie itself. By means 
whereof it came tq passe, that whereas the fruites of the benefice weara 
hardly able to ftusteine the incnmbent, nowe by the benelita <^ this !■•« 
TfiBtioii wl»pb was In piq^ifitrie^ (Aovhin ^eaits aweuf^ the Fanoa 
thejre was not onel^y furnished by the offering to live plentifully, bat also wdl 
ayded towards the makinge of a hoorde, p|> iporease of wealth and riches.*' 

'!But ^ Ephif^ltes, find Oefus, the Sonues of Neptune who (as the poets 
:|BigBe, ware4 nine in^es every mooeth) being heaved up with opinion, afl4 
conceite of their owne length and bautinea, assaulted heaven, intending to 
h%ve puUed the Gods out of their places, and were therefore shot throngfa, 
and slayne with the prrowes of the Gods: even so, when Popish idolotrie 
yas growne to the full height and measure, so thfit it spared not to rob God of 
his due honor, and most violently to pull him, as it were, ont of his seat, 
Ih^tbis glowing Idole and 4II his fellowes, werQ so deadly woanded, with 
^ heavenly arrowesof the worrde of (3od {Qui nun dabit ghmm warn 9culp^ 
$ibu*) that sQfin af^er they gi^ve up the ghqst andlenft us,*' 

But the Rood of Ashunt was very inferior, both in contrivance and re^ 
pown, to that at Bpzley Abby in this (^unty, of whi^ l^ambarde gives the 
Ibllowifng ladtppfNis accoont. 

*'It cduHinoed (as the tale is) that upon a tkne, . a eooniag Carpenter ofiQvr 
.COBBtry, Was taken prysoaer, in the warres betweene us and Fraiipce, wha 
(Wanting otherwise to satisfie for his raunsome, and having good leysore ta 
devise for his delivemunoe) thought it best to attempt s^»me iS^kmm^firjH^^ 
within the compasseof his owne art and skill, to make him selfe some moncf 



Digitized by 



Google 



19 



obsenred that, ^Hhe pious frands practised to increase tlie dero* 
tion and liberality of the people, may be regarded as certain. 
In an order founded on illasious, lies and superstition; The su* 
pine idleness also, and its attendant, profound ignorance, with 
which the conTents were reproached, admit of no question; 

wttiiall: and therefore getting together fit natter for hb purpose, he com- 
pacted of wood, wyer, paste, and paper, a lto9DS of sach ezqnitlto arto 
snd workmanship, that it notonely matched in eomelyneflw, and doe propofw 
tion of the partes, the beste of the common torte } but in strannge modon, 
▼arietie of gesture, and nimbleaess of joyntes, passed all other that before 
had been seene : the same being able to bowe down, and lilt vp Itoelf, to 
shake and stirre the haades and feete, to nod the heade, to roUe the eyes* 
to wagge the chappes, to bende the browes, and finally, to represent to the 
eye, bothe the proper motion of eche member of the bodye, and also a 
lively, expresse and significant shewe of a well contented, or displeased ayndr, 
byting the lippe, and gathering a downing, frowarde, and disdaiMfiil fiMe, 
when it would pre^nde offence: and shewing a most mylde, anyable, and 
.smyling cheare and conntenaance, when it would seem to be well pleased.*' 

*^8o that now it needed not Prometheus* fire, to make it a lively maa, l|ttt 
onely the helpe of the covetous priests of Betf, or the ayde of somo fftkt 
college of monkes, to deifie and make it passe Ibr a very God." 

**Thi8 done, he made a shifte ibr his libertie, came over into the fcalBe* 
of purpose to utter h'ls merchandise, andlayde the image upon the baeko of a 
Jade, that he drave before him. Now when he was come so faatmm to Ao* ' 
Chester on his waye, he wared drye by reason of travaile, and called at an 
alehouse for drink to refresh bun, suffisring his hone nevortheless tOfoelM^ 
warde alone thorowe the dtie.** 

'^This jade was no sooner out of sight, bat he nised tiie strei^t wcsteiae 
way that his maister intended to have gone, and taming soothe, wiade a 
great pace towarde Bozley, and being driven, as It were, by sone dMae 
forie, never ceased til he came at the abbay church doore, where he aabeat^ 
and bounced with his heeles, that divets of the monkes hcarde the no^, 
' came to the place to know the cause, and marveiHng at te stmngeacaa af Ibo 
thing, called the Abbot and his covent to beholde It'* 

*^These good men seeing the hoi% so earnest, and disceralag what ho had 

on hb backe, for doubt of deadly Impietie^ opened the doore, whteh Ibey 

* had no sooner done, bat the hone rushed in^ and raane In great haste la a 

pillar (which was the verie place where this image was aflerwards advaaoql) 

tad there stopped himself, and stoodo stiU, |f owa wUla the monkes wsfo 
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and though Monks were the true preservers as well as inren- 
tors, of the dreaming and captious philosophy of the schools, 
no manly or elegant knowledge could be expected among men, 
whose lives, condemned to a tedious uniformity, and deprived 
of all emulation, afforded nothing to raise the mind or cultivate 
the genius." 

basie to takeolT the loade, .in commeth the carpenter (that by great inquisition 
had followed) and he chalengeth his owne : the monkes, lothe to loose so be- 
neficialla stray, at the fint make some denyal, but afterwarde, being assured 
by all slgnes that he was the very proprietairie, they graunt him to take it 
with him. The carpenter then taketh the horse by the heade, and first assay- 
eth to ieade him out of the churche, but he would not stirre for him : then bea- 
leth he and striketh him, but the jade was so restie and fast nayled, that he 
would not once remove hisfoote from the pillar: at the lastehe taketh off the 
Ihe image, thinking to have carried it out by itself, and then to have led the . 
horse after, but that also cleaved so fast to the place, that notwithstanding 
all that ever he and the monkes also, (which at the length were contented fqr 
pities sake to helpe him) coulde doe, it would not be moved one inch from it, 
•othat in the ende, partely of wearinesse in wrestling with it, and partly by 
persuasion of the monkes, which were in love with the picture, and made hipi 
beleeve, that it was by God himselfe destinate to their house, the carpenter 

. w«» contented for a pieise of money, to gohi$ way and leave the Roode be^ 
hinde km." p. 182. 5, 
This impious piece of mummery (called the JRood of Grace) was broke a^ 

- 6L Paul's Cross by llilsey, Qishop of Rochester, who exhibited to the peo- 
ple, the springs and wheeb by which the imposture had been carried on. 

^BuCof all the instruments of ancient superstition, no one was so zealously 
destroyed as the shrine of Thomas a Becket, commQnly called St. Thomas «f 
Caaterbnry, This Saint owed his canonization to tibe zealous defence which 
he had nmde for derioal privileges s and on that account also the monks had 
eztiemely enooaraged the devotion of pilgrimages tavards his tomb, Qum* 
bedess were the miraqles whioh they pretended his reliqiies wrought in favor 
of his devotaries. They raised his body onoe a year; and the day on which 
this ceremony was performed, which was called the day of his translation,, 
was a general lioliday: every fiftieth year theie was celebrated a Jubilee 
to his hooDr, which lasted fifteen days: plenary indulgencies were then 
granted to all that visited his tomb : and a hundred thousand pllgcims havo^ ' 
been registered at a tipiie in Canterhary. The devotion tuwards himr b9A 
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The Manor of Ashurst, (widi that of Bnckland) was part ; 
of those lands assigned to Jefifiy de Pererel, for his assistance 
in the defence of Dover Castle, and with other lands inade np 
the barony of PeTeirel^ as it was then called, being held of 
that castle in capite by barony « A court baron is still h«ld for ' 
this Manor, and a heriot ii» paid on the death of a tenant, of 
the best lire beasts 

The church of Ashurst wa!( anciently esteemed as an appen^ . 
dage to the Manor, and continued attached to it until the 
reign of James the First, when Richard Earl of Dorset^ 
alienating the Manor, reseWed the church to himself and witb 
his descendants it has continued ever since^ 



». 
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lENENDEN. this parish is principally bounded fcy 
those of Cranbrook, Hawkhurst and Rolrenden ; it is in ex« 
tent from east to west about 7 miles, and averages nearly four ' 
in width. From its elevated and commanding situation and 
the abundance of timber in its vicinity, the appearance of the 
village and the scenery around are rendered particiilarly pleas- 
ing; here the lover of nature will find much to admire, and 
the artist, some room for the exercise of his talents. In the 
village, though there is nothing particularly worthy of note, 
there is, at the same time, nothing that offends the eye : its 
appearance is altogether rural and perfectly in unison with 
the picturesque beauties of its neighbourhood. The principal . 

quite efiiCced in ifaat place th^ acf oration of the Deity; nay even that of the' 
virgin* At Ciod'g altar fen* instance, there were offered in one year 81. 2s, 6d. 
at the Virgin's 631. 5s. 6d. at St. Thomas' 8321. ISs. Sd. Bat aext ycar^ 
the disproportion was still greater: there wis not a penny offered at GoA*% 
altar; the Virgin's gained only 41. Is. 8d< bat St Thomas had got for lili 
share, 9541. 6s. 3d.!!!" HumeU England* 
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|ilut of the houses which Constitute the Tillage are built on 
the sides of the- turnpike road to Rolvetiden ; on the south side 
b the Tillage green^ ci^lted Hm |i^, f^ool, where ite^ 
ftir is kept* and which formerly was used fs^i^tenrUngi 
Iff the neighbouring gefltry, i^ whose expeuce^t w|itl 
drder^; but though this* pastime has been, long disconi 
the green, much to the credit of the place is not-iiegh 
.At ther sou thehi extremity and facing the road, stati 
church, an object of considerable iifterest, and on the east i 
of the green, the neat modern dwelling of the olergyiftipiR 
Ulie most important feature in this parish is HcMstSB, tip: 
seat of Thomas Law Hodges, Esq. to whom also the liTing- 1|' 
Benenden and perhaps more than two thirds of the parish bor 
long. Hemsted is unquestionaMy one of the best woodel 
estates in the county, and iit point of situation unriyaUed; 
the Tiews from it are rich, raried and extensiye; the hoii 
grounds are disposed with considerable taste, and from a ju 
cious concealment of the fences, an idea, of extent and capa^ 
city is encouraged and an effect produced, Extremely imposing: 
ItR character on the whole is grandeur^ and with little alteration 
Hemsted might be rendered a fit abode eren for Royalty^ 
The Manor of Benenden was ftmong the possessions oMhe 
ffishop of Baieux, under the general title of wh^se }and9 ln 
this county, it is thus entered in' the record of Domesc^jr-u 

In Rohenden hundred^ the same Robert (de Rommit} 
hokU of the bishop^ Bbnindbss. It is rtsted at half a sam 
ti»g. The arable is twopldugh lands. In denieene tkpre is mm 
plough and fbur villains^ &Uh nine hmdsmen having iwo 
ploughs. There is wood for the pannage of Jive hogSy and one 
Aurch. In the time of King Edward the confessor and after^ 
wardsy it was worth fort^ shillings^ now fft^ shillings. Ojsier 
hM U of King Edmitrd. 

♦ May the ISth. 



Digitized by 



Google 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



B^Me the Manor above mentioned, and atflo belonging to 
T. L« Hodges, Esq. are those of HEMSTCtt and Combdch, 
now called CAMOfen. — At Hemsted, Qaeen Blizabeth was enters 
tained by Sir Thomas Guldeford In her progress through the 
eounty, on the %th day of August, 1575. Speaking of Ben« 
enden, I&sted observes, ^^It has of late years had the im- 
"provement of a turnpike road, which lead? through it from 
Cranbrook towards RoWenden and Tenterden; before which, 
tiie roads were so deep in Winter, that within these fifty 
years. Sir John Norris, whilst he resided at Hemsted, was for* 
ced to hare his coach drawn to church in the common waggon 
track, by six oxen one before the other, as the only means 
of conveyance to it. The soil is mostly k stiff clay, having 
plenty of marie at different parts throughout it, and in some 
parts sand." This road from Cranbrook through Benendea 
and Rolvenden to Tenterden, is now excellent and extremely 
pleasant. At this place is a well conducted Free School, of 
which and other charitable bequests, a particular account 
will be found InHasted (yoI. VII. p. 180—1); but the iu^ 
dustrious poor, have a living and a liberal patroness in the 
Lady of the present owner of Hemsted. ♦ 
' The Chuhch, the situation of which has been above de- 
scribed, is dedicated to St. George, and consists of a nave, 
side aisles and chancel, having a square embattled tower at 
the west end, with a beacon turret. By a storm of thunder 
and lightning the church was destroyed, December the 29th, 
1672, and rebuilt in 1678. The present steeple was erected in 
1716; the former one stood t^rt^ on the north side of the 

C - 

* Daoghter of the Dowa^r tady Tiritiea, o^ fiimtoil. 

f The campani^i or that ^rtiCnlar tower allotted for the lue of bells, was 
IMnetimes a dbtinct and separate building of itself; but more commoply ad- 
joified to the church, so as to make part Of the fabric^ usually at the west 
cud. Monast. Angk vol* I. pi 995 line 48« 



Digitized by 



Google 



is SSM£Nt»£fr. 

building; it was built with stone at bottom and the upper 
parts were, compo^, of, wpod;^ of Te^^ ,c urious workm Q.mh i p, 
baTing A lofty spire «on the top of it.* Tbe church oCBen-* 
enden was part of the possesMons of CojahweW Priory in 
.Goudhurst, to which it was appi-opriatcd before the r«!%n of 
Richard the Second. Ii^ this state the aj)propriflHon (together 
with the advowson of theyiearage) continiied until the suppres-- 
sion of the Priory m the reign of Henry the Eighth, when they 
{Missed into the hsuids of the croiiirn, an(i thcrre remained *f ill 
,the 34th of that reign, when the King granted this rectory 
and adTowson to Sir John Gage^ to hold in capitei who alip- 
nated them shortly after to Sir Thomas Guldeford, and with 
his descendants they continued, in Hke manner as nemsted, 
'till they passed by sale with that manor to Thomas Ha I let 
llodges, Esq. whose son is the present' proprietor of them. In 
the cemetery here, an honorable and just tribute to the m^ mory 
of John Dean, late steward of T. L. Hodges, Esq. has been 
paid by that gentleman ; the memorial itself is only remark- 
able as differing essentially from whal we usually see in such - 
places, where truth and propriety, unfortunately, are, but. 
seldom found. Instances of absurdity in compositions of this 
J&ind^re neither rare or confined, to any one district or county^ 
they are to be met with in all, and were we to set aside all that 
are wanting in ^ramm^xr, sense, or trfffk,^ but few would re- 
main. We shall only offer two examples in this place; the 

♦ Hasted. 

f The followinjf peirtinentrertiarks on the Tanity and general impropriety 
of epitaphs will be found in thelCelitish Register for July, 1794.— "The 
extensive limits of the vanity of man, terminate in an Epitaph. It is, how- 
ever, often a stronger testlmonfai or the pride of the living,, than of the 
virtnes of the dead. It" should hereby seem that folshood is so inseparably 
iSlended with humanity, that it follows them^ven to the to.nb, and triumphs still 
over their ashes. The great eTp#*nre tliat frequently accompanies thi» 
momimeDtal flattery, has often its source in the design of giving credit to im- 
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BEtHCKSDnr. IS' 

Unt is that <^In Memoiy of Jane Withers of the parish of 
Biddenden, Geni. begtmung ^^Now I am dead, &c/' This^ 
tboiigb an old %XAiy and sufficiently ridiculous in its original 
form, is rendered still more so bj the carrectiwis and vorto- 
Uam it hts nndeiigone in the present edition. The other is in 
Memory of Henry Williams^ Yeoman, with the following 
hudd and m$tructive notice, 

**None bai my wife doth know of thb 
^'Because oar children are all dionist" 

It is sincerely to be regretted that some expedient has not 
hitherto been adopted, to restrain the effusions of our Yillage 
poets within the bounds of decency and common sense: 
surely it cannot be matter of indifference whether these reposi- 
tories of the dead, become the scenes of serious meditation or 
of'^boisterous mirth; but that they are, generally speaking, 
calculated to excite the latter rather than the former, cannot 
be disputed. 

As an argument in favor of the salubrity of these parts, 
there are now liTiug (May 1813) in this parish, 50 persons up* 
wards of 70 years of age, 24 above 80, and 3 who have 
passed their 90th year. 

BETHERSDEN contains about 4000 acres of land, is situ- 
ated southward of Pluckley and at no great distance below the 
quarry hills. It is wholly within the Weald. The general 
appearance of the country about Bethersden is by no means 
pleasing, the situation is low, and the land for the most part 
fl<U and unvaried; the soil generally a stiff miry clay, not an« 
preductiTe under good management, but of ezpensiye culture. 
One of the principal objections to the farms, in this neigh- 

C a 



pottnei aad the eaiogiiin graven oa mariile, in honor of the dec^md, is 
nm frequently a poitrait which it were to be wished he had lesenbled, 
nther than the foithlia Ukenes of what he leally was.** 
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Irpnrbood^ «ttd cf th% wmld getendlj^ k the vtialhMiii •€ tta 
eooloiures, Kud this, evil Is not Hkelj to 1» reiaotedr irlille tlw 
ftrms tbemlekes remain of such lunited exteaU la- no fm% 
of Gnglftnd is landed ^aperty so mucii ttad go ntJHf/Mf 
d*Tid«4 tsin ^e county of Kent;,tlli8cireBrasltan«•liii•ll^lt- 
n^)r he pi^dnotite «f indrridaul bcnafit ttmd adniiitage^f is «»• 
▼ertheless a public grieyance in sqmm respects } im»iai§ te« 
diminish the gross produce of the land, and to the encourage- 
ment of a greater number of draught horses^ than would, under 
other circumstances be necessary. The bye ways in this neigh* 
bourhood, are but little improved since the time Hasted y^rotej 
btti the turnpike road from Tenterden through Bethersden to 
Asfaford, has undergone a considerable change for the better ; 
it is now a hard sound road, and passable with equal safety and 
comfort at all seasons. The following observations by Hasted^ 
may S6rVe to shew the improvement inade iii it within these 
few years, ♦^Th^ turnpike road (he observes) from Tenterden 
to Halden, crosses this parish over Bull Green, round %hich 
there Is a hatnlet of houses, towards Crreat Chart, and thence 
to A^fo)4 north-eastward; but this road from the natural 
depth 6f fh6 sOii, and its never having had an^ improvement 
made on it since the trust has been created, is, like that part of 
it at Sxparden before described, hardly ^Sf^lt ^riitfadttt Ae 
gresitc^t danger, during the winter aont^ ; ipdc^ thete i| m 
causeway, of the greatest use for the safety of t<|aveiltM, ^^, 
the flid^.pf i% tbroughout this Parirt.?' 

* JHaStai «iqn« <<tiUtiistrik«tioD of ftedwMtf emmu a g m A aniatutaa lif 
betw,ef)jn the gentry and 3[«oaien, their lands hmttf;. ««ecy v9p(^ m>t^iHki»*^ 
termJx«d one with the other, obliges them to a motaal fiviUt^ for ;their oir^ 
interest and convenience, nor are the latter so much dependant on the gentry 
as the inhabitants of most other counties, by copyhold or customary tenures, 
of which there are very few in it ; which state of freedom is productive of 
gogfd-^^i aixd Jundne&s from the oq^ «o^ ta ^«tlier^ Anre'lieitog np f«ft i 
of itxe kingdom whi^e the people are n^ve quietly goiwfln 
more pleasure to the law9^4 S^is|^a4^ i^f Ihfi imilitr|r*. 
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Them isiHiic^ coppm w^aA and §tf6A UptHamr in Um f onM 
t]iT««ghoiit tbepariiii, «k« Immmmi in wiikah fk»vm0t\y b«itt nmmt 
the ffwill|;re»i» or fontidlsift(ii« diflei«ntpatt«of k; ftbnnck 
of tfae River B««lt* winch risetf not Ur horn hmce (ttesr OoUU 
wftil in Great Churt) mnft akmf the ftm-tWrn pnt, is a dkcKtiov 
westi^M^ towmrda Smopdtti. Tilt diiiiicii a Kid* immmS 
liDfAwwrd «f Aftf I9r0efi^ itt»ds on « gctttte !«•> wkli lft» 
Tillage doaer adjoiinng sauthv^icd; at tke cast end •# lihkh^ i» 
a>re§|^ctabl« l^dkiiig home, calkid TusThobjts, (fram a tan^ 
thm' a^4rac Rowing noarit) aad wMcii ia tiie time ^ C^wicB lii#. 
First, lwl#iiged t^ a hmntii af tha faimly «f Whitfield, of 
Taatei4eb, one of wfann, Fntncia Whitfield, Gent, reiadedi 
hero and diod pomeMad of il im i6M» It is now, by right of 
bis wife^ the property of Wyiiam Cvutteh Esq. yoimgett so»ef 
Bdward Curteis E^q* oi Tenterdan* 

A Fair is kept here aitliaally an the 3l8t of July. 

fietheTBden abounds with a gray tarbioated Marble snulaf . 
t^ ^mi dag at Petweith in Sassesi, and which formerly was msch 
in m^[«est for the onMnneBtal parts ef the roHgiotts and de»es^ 
tic edifiaes throo^^iout the eoonty. The ehiiaiiey«*pieoes in tfaa 
best apartitMntt and the tombs asd mdnnments of the principal . 
peafJe were asually composed of it ; and in the Catbedrals of 
Rochester and Canterbury thie marble SLbouads, a proof of the 
hJghestlmAtioa ia which it was once held, though now fromai^, 
alA^Matinn in Ae puhlic taste^ 4ir soase other cause, it is but lit* 
tie used. It is hard, and durable, (if dug in its perpendicular: 
state) Andadmiis of a hi|^ pbliidi* 
. In tikeparishef Beth^iakn lies the manor of Ou> SuaaEXDraf^ • 
se called from being the more amtieat seat of the Surrendea,> 
family, (who were owners here as early as the tkne of King. 
Jixha,) by one ef whom, this maaor ^as alienated to Cardinal < 



• This, IfasUi csUs theMfidwsgr^ hut is paly a feeder of that river, whii^ 
it enters at YsMogAefnt, 
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Archbishop Kemp, in the reign of Henry the Sixth. It after- 
wards passed through yarious families to Philip Choute Esq. 
standard bearer to Henry the Eighth, at the siege of Boulogne, 
and who, for his gallant conduct, had assigned to him a canton 
to his antient coat, of the like bearing as on the standard. 
This estate now belongs to George Best, Esq. of Chilston. 

The manor of Bethebsden, or Betbersden Lotblace, as it 
was afterwards called from a family of that name, was in early 
times a possession of the Grensteds^ of whom Henry de Gren- 
sted was a man of eminent repute in the reigns of Edward the 
Second and Third. He sold it to William Kinet, Gent, who 
in the forty first of the latter reign, again conveyed it by sale 
to John Loyelace, ^^who here (says Phillipot) erected that struc- 
ture, that for so many descents hath bonte the name of this 
family, which was the seminary or seed-plot from whence a 
race of gentlemen issued forth, who have, in military affairs, 
. atchieTed reputaticAi and honor, with a prodigal loss and 
expense both in blood and life ; and by their deep judgment 
in the municipal laws, have deserved well of the common- 
wealth ; and as by their extraction they are descended frfim 
noble families, so from hence have sprung those of Bayford, 
in Sedingbpum and Kingsdown, with the Right Hon. Lord 
Lovelace, of Hurly, and other gentlemen of the stem in 
Berkshire. But, alas ! this mansion is now like a dial when 
the sun is gone, that then only is of use to declare that there 
hath been a sun." * 

Frith or as it is corruptly called the Frid Farm^ is a ma- 
nor in the northern part of this parish, but only worthy of 
note, as the estate from whence the greater portion of the 
Bethersden marble has been obtained, and which jnost pecu- 
liarly abounds with it. This estate is now in the possession of, 
William Baldwin, Esq. of Harrietsham. 

• Colonel Richard Lovelace, an elegant English poet and dramatic writer^ 
ivho died in 1658, was descended from the Lovelaces of Bethersden. 
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Hacchesden, now called Ei/tchdeny is another manor at 
the north east confines of the parish, and which formerly pos* 
sessed a chapel. Archbishop Hubert, in the reign of King 
Richard the first, confirmed the church of B^thersden, to- 
gether with this chapel, to the priory of St. Gregory, in 
Canterbury, among the rest of their possessions* The present 
owner of this manor is the Right Hon. the Earl of Thanet. 

WisENDEN is a district, lying at the north west extremity 
of this parish, and on it is a. seat of the same name, which for 
several centuries has been in the possession of the Witherden 
family. 

The church (dedicated to St. Margaret) consists of thred 
aisles and three chancels^ haying a tower steeple, with s 
beacon turret. In it are seyeral brasses of the Lovelaces, by 
one of whom, William Lovelace, a mercer and merchant ad* 
venturer of London,, a chantry chapel was built here on the 
north side of the chancel, about the 38th of Henry the Sixth. 
Among the other sepulchral memorials, is one for Sir Geoi^ 
Choute, Bart, who died in his 58th year, in February 1731, 
and several for the family of Witherden; as also fol* tli9 
Difnes^ ancestors of those of Milton, Rochester and Mailing, 
in this county ; and of the Hulsesy formerly proprietors of 
Lovelace manor. 

The vicarage house, which was built of timber and thatched^ 
wa& burnt down in 1669, and rebuilt of brick, as at present, 
by Jonathan Whiston, Vicar, in 1676. 

BIDBOROUGH is a small inconsiderable village, 
southward, of Tunbridge, from whence it is distant 
about two miles and a half. In ^this parish, and on 
the road from Tunbridge to the Wells is Bounds, or 
as it was formerly written Bunds, which according to 
tradition is the boundary in this quarter of that portion of 
land, known as the Lowi/ of Tunbridge.* The house i» 

• Thb yfw a grant from WiUiam Rafos to Gilbert, Earl of Briony and 
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Tiot htrgc, nor remarkable for architectural beauty^ having been 
%iiilt About the time of IXizabeth, (a period of extreme barbae 
rism witSi respect to taste in architecture) but from age, ha» 
Something imposing in its appearance. It is situated in a well 
irooded park, (of about IM acres) agreeably taried, and 
|»resenting a greater ditersity of scenery than is usually met 
with within so limited a compass ; the grounds howerer are 
«tiU capable of great imprOTement, and under the guidance of 
tiste, Bounds would certainly become one of the most charm-' 
ing places in the county. The parish church which stands 
just without its boundary, though a rery humble edifice, is 
stfli an object of much interest when seen from the park. — • 
The demesne surrounds the park And consists of about 1000 
acres. — ^This place together with the manor of Bidbo rough + 
became the property (by purchase) of Sir Thomas Smyth of 
Sutton at Hone in this county early in the reign of James the 
Rrst, In whose family it continued until the y?ar 17Q0, when 
en tlwf demise of Lady Smyth, relict of Sir Sydney Stafford 
Smyth, Knight, Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer, it was 
ibid for the benefit of her relatiyes and purchased by John, 

En, because his castle of Brion, bad been torn from him by Robert, Dnkr 
of Normandy, on account of the Earl's attachment ta (his Brother) Kin^ 

l^illiam. ^PkiUpet. 

But^yery difereBt^cfiuit i« given by other writere. See Trnibridge* 

-f The Manor of Bidborougfa itself had the same owners with that of 
Tiinbri4fe, ^b aamely, 4he Earls of dare, Audley and Stafioh}, and 
escheating l^y forfeitun? to the crowo apoo the attaint of Edws^rd Stafoitiy 
Duke of BttckiQgham, in the twelfth yeiar of Henry the Eighth ; it was by 
l}aeen Elizabeth granted in the first year of her reign, to Henry Carry, 
lord Honsdon^ whose son Qeorge Carry, Lord Hunsdon dying without 
isme nude, his only ioheritriz Elisabeth, married to Thomas, Lord Berkley, 
)p|k^ . it to his patrimony^ and he In the beginning of King James, oon« 
yeyed it U^ Sir Hiomas Smyth of 9ntt4^ at Hone in this county. The lionf 
Hunsdon here mentioned is the same ta whom Elizabeth granted the Royal 
Ifimr oi Wye, (IUg(a9 Mim»Hv^ de Wyt). 



Digitized by 



Google 



£arl of Darnley, by :irhose mother (the Dowager Lad^r 
Damley) it was Uihabited for jsome years. On her death jt 
became the residence of a yearly tenant, and was lately oam* 
pied by Lord Henry Petty, now the Marquis of Lansdowne. ■ 
The Person eulogised by Waller under the poetic i^pellatioA 
of Sacharissa^ was the Lady Dorothy Sydney, who married 
the grandfather of the Lord Chief Baron; The poem alluded 
to begins thus; 

*'Had StfcAomsa lived when mortals made 
** Choice of their Deities^ this sacred shade 
*' Had held an altar to her Power, &c*' 

Bounds, during the time of the Lord Chief Baron was the oc« 
casional sojourn of the late venerable Earl Mansfield, between 
whom and the Baron a long and steady friendship appears to 
hare sobsisted. 

The church is dedicated to St. liAWRENCE. It is a rectory 
and was always esteemed as an appendage to the manor of 
Bidborough, till Lady Smyth gave it by will in 1790 to the 
Reverend Mr. Venn, who is the present patron of it. It is 
a discharged living in tiie King's books, of the clear yearly 
certified value of forty pounds. 

The parsonage house was some years since rebuilt, after a 
design of one of the Wyatt's. 

BIDDENDEN,* lies in the interior of the Weald, within 
an inclosed and woody district, until of late years almost in- 
accessable in the winter season, owing to the badness of its 
roads ; but which within the last year or two have undergone 
considerable improvement, especially that leading from hence 
to Tenterden. In the warm months of summer the ridea 

D 



« The redaplication of the Sainm term JDm in the name of this parish, 
has indnced Jacob in his Law Dictionary, to a4duce it as bis instance. 
See under the term Den. 
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through these parts of the county must be highly gratifying to 
a stranger habituated to the dusty and impure atmospheri* 
round the metropolis : while wandering among these secluded 
scenes, freed from the noise and tnmult of the busy world he 
will naturally be led to exclaim with the poet. 



' Now from the town 



-Buried in smoke, and sleep, and noisome damps^ 
Oft let me wander o*er the dewy fields^ 
Where freshness breathe^" 

yet the artist will readily perceive in the scenery* of this 
neighbourhood the want of that yariety and contrast so essen- 
tial to scenic beauty. 

The manufacture of broad cloth, once carried on to a .con- 
siderable extent in this and the adjoining parishes, is no^ 
wholly given up ; owing chiefly to the increased expence of 
manual labor and the absence of those numerous advantages 
afforded by inland navigation, the most fruitful source of in- 
dustry and wealth. The town of Biddenden, placed on a 
gentle eminence at the junction of the roads from Tenterden 
and Cranbrook, and nearly equi-distant from each, is at this 
time a place of very little trade, and that, confined chiefly to 
the most Common articles of consumption ; the traffic in the 
produce of the land being transferred to the neighbouring 
towns. The ancient market-house was standing entire within 
the memory of several persons still living, but not a vestige 
is now remaining; at what time, or by whom, the grant of 
this market was obtained, is not known. 

Biddenden, for nearly two centuries and a half was the 
residence of a branch of the Mayney family, descended from 
Walter de Meduna, a companion of the victorious Norman, 
and who, as appears by the Red Book in the Exchequer, 
held twenty knights' fees in the county -of Kent. • Of this 
family was the famous Sir Walter de Mayney, equally noted 
for his piety and valour. The first of them at this place was 
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Sir John de Mayney, who settled at Biddeaden in the be« 
ginning of Edward the third's reign, and his descendants 
continued to reside here until late in the reign of Elizabeth , 
-when, by Sir Anthony Mayney, the Place House and lands 
were alimiated to Sir Edward Henden, one of the Baron» 
of the Exchequer in the time of Charles I. who dying in 
166^, was succeeded in this estate by his nephew Sir John 
Henden, Sheriff of the county in the 22d year of that reign. 
This family continued to reside here until the reign of George 
the First) when William Henden having dissipated iiis patri- 
mony, pulled down the greatest part of .this seat, and left the 
poor remains of it, consisting of only three or four rooms and 
a feir acres of the old garden and park^ to his son, who soon 
after disposed of his right in this deyoted property, to the trus- 
tees of Sir Horatio Mann, Bart, the present owner: the re- 
mains of the Place House, now tenanted by poor people, 
stand at the south end of the jtown, on the right of the road 
from Tenterden. Nearly opposite is a large fronted house 
belonging to Mr. Jenkin Hague,, also owner of Whitfield 
House in the south-east part of the parish near Stroud Quar- 
ter, and but a little removed from Riter Hall, the residence 
of Mr. Richard Beale, whose ancestor of the same name, 
settled here as a clothier, early in the reign of Charles II. 
— At the north end of the town stands Biodendbn House 
formerly belonging to the Pattenson's, but now the pro- 
perty of Mr. Beale : this is one, of three mansions, erected 
here by Roger Pattenson, Clothier, a native of Yorkshire 
who settled at Biddenden in the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, and purchased several estates in this and the adjoin- 
ing .parishes; among which was Ibornden, situated withia 
the Denne of that name, held of the manor of Ashford. The 
house lies at the distance of about a mile north-west from the 
church, and is, together with the rest of the estates in thif 
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neighbourlioc^d belongmg to the late WUUam Pattenson, Esq. 
become the property of a gentleman * who, married a relatioik 
of the late proprietor, and by whose desire he assumed the 
name of Pattenson on coming to the estate. 

LEssEiny£N, or Lashxnsen, an estate in the northern part 
<ji the parish has had ('till within these very few years) owners' 
df the name of Randolph, for upwards of two centuries. 
Bernard Randolph, clothier, the morft remote possessor of 
the name, married anno 1987, as appears by the Register, 
Jane the 'sister of Sir William Boddenden of this parish, 
from whose family the estate probably passed to the Randolphs,* 
either by purchase or descent. Bernard Randolph the first 
cfwner dying possessed of the estate m 10%, was buried^ by 
his wife, in the chancel of the church just below the steps of 
the altar, where is a large tomb-stone, with curious brass 
{Elates, still in good preserration^ commen^orating their ages 
and family. T^ey left five son^ and one daughter. The last 
possessor of the estate of this name was the Reverend Her^ 
bert Randolp]i L. L. B. Prebendary of Salisbury and Rector 
of Croxton, Lincolnshrre, who died April 2d, 1803, and 
whose eldest son Herbert is the present I^ector of Letcombe 

Bassett, in PerlLshire, and Ticar of Chute, in WlHshire.^ 

AtQong the indiriduals of this family may be enumerated the 
following learned and eminent persons. Edmund Randolph, 
M. D. of Pkdua and Otford ; Bernard Randolph, author of 
an account of the Morea and of the Grecian Arehipelago; 
Herbert Randolph, Esq. Recorder of the city of Gmterbury; 
Herbert Randolph, M. A. Rector of Deal and Woodchurch, 
eldest son of the above by his first wife Mary, daughter of 
John Castilion, Diean of Rothester, whose ^aAicter is thuk 
drawn upon hra tomb ; 

* Tire Reverend Riehanl Cooke Tylden, leetorof Mibtcd, atfd nca^ot 
Frinstcd, near Sittiogbourne, of wtdch livioga, he is the patron as well «l 
in nimbent. 
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Fhstor boDiB» diligens, fidelis, 
Coneionator assiduos, eloquens^ ortbodoziH^ 
£ccl^si9 AngllcandB 
FUiiu pieoUssiauB 
Minister fidiwimiu 
Pivpugnator 84rcBira8<. 

Dr. Thomas Randolph, (son also ' of the Recorder by his se- 
cond wife, daughter of John Blome, Esq.) President of Cor- 
pus Christi College, Oxford, highly distinguished by his theo- 
logical writings; George Randolph, M. D. of Bristol, and 
Francis Randolph D. D. principal of Alban Hall, Oxford, 
To the above distinguished persons of this family deceased, 
may be added the present Lord Bishop of London, Dr. John. 
Randolph (son of Dr. Thomas Randolph before mentioned) 
successively canon of Christ Church Oxford, and regius pro« 
fessor of divinity; Bishop of Oxford, anno 1799; of Bangor 
1806; and of London anno 1809.* 

The Manor of Wachenden within the borough of that 
name, was among the earliest possessions of Battle Abbey, and 
probably annexed to it, on its foundation in the time of the 
. Conquerer : in the reign of Henry IV. it was held by 
Thomas Bric]iLenden, as appears by a deed in the archives of 
the abbey ^wherein the abbot and convent acknowledge to havet 
received four pounds of Thomas Brickenden, for his ferme of 
their Inanor of Wachendennc/— Thomas Law Hodges, Esq, 
of Hemsted, is the present owner of this manor for which a. 
court leet is still held. 

In this parish, are the hamlets of Standen, Wosenden*^ 
aBSXN, and Staoud Quabter; the former belonging to* 
JSdward A^isten, Esq. of Crodqiershara Park, is said to have 

« Sir Tbomaa Raidolph employed in several public poili under Queen 
lUieabeth, as well as Tliomas Randolph the dranatic writer^ author of tb* 
*f Muses Looking Glass" a comedy, who died in the year 1834, were pro* 
^fably nearly related to th^^rst of th« Randolph's settled at Biddenden. 
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been ^^ formerly a place of some note;" but on what account 
does not appear. 

A Free School* was founded here by John Mayney in 
152^, who endowed it with certain payments out of lands in 
this parish, and in those of Tenterden and Bethersden, a- 
mounting to 201. 3s. 4d. + per annum. It is under the ma- 
nagement of feoffees^ and subject to the yisitation of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, but *'for want of this interposi- 
tion," says Hasted, ^4his endowment has been much abused, 
and the whole of it is now made a sinecure." It is however 
but justice to observe that the present state of this school does * 
not answer the description given of it above ; for beside the 
boys who pay for their education, there are generally ten boys 
on the foundation, and these considering the poverty of the 
funds, ai^e surely as many as should be imposed on the master. 
The master besides is bound to repair the school-house out of 
bis scanty stipend. 

• See Harleian MSS. in the British Museum, No. 368—15. 

■f This, though a handsome endowment in those times, is now from the 
great increase in quanHty and consequent diminution in the value of money, 
become of too little importance to deserve the notice of any person, fitted 
by education for the situation of master; and therefore but few advantages 
have arisen, of late years, from its establishment. The reverses which these 
early charitable foundations hav« experienced, are worthy of notice as 
furnishing materials for much useful speculation. The difference between m<mejf 
endowments and those of land is now. become so great, that while the former 
have dwindled into insignificance, the latter have been increasing in a ratio 
beyond all reasonable anticipation : a striking proof of this may be offered 
in two similar establishments in this neighbourhood ; in the Frse Schools 
of Biddenden and Cranbrook. The funds allotted to the former, were, 
at the period of its foundation, if not splendid, at least handsome, but being 
fixed and certain, they have been gradually growing more and more insuf- 
ficient for the purposes for which they were granted: the latter on the con- 
trary, the income of which was at first comparatively insignificant, ha9 
(being a landed endowment) from the alteration of times become really ro- 
tpectable: the present annual value of the lands belonging to thi» school 
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The Church, a respectable edifice dedicated to all Saints^t 
occupies a conspicuous situation at the west end of the town, 
And consists of a nare, side aisles and chancels ; having at the 
-west end a square tower containing 8 bells* and a set of 
nusical chimes; the great western window, and entrance 

exceeds 3001. It may not be improper here to enquire what Sum 
in these times will answer to the annuity, granted to the school of Bid* 
denden in the year 1522. To place this matter in the most simple and clear- 
est light, it will be merely necessary to find what was the average 
price of wheat in the reign when the school was founded, and this 
appears to be about 5s. per quarter. The annuity therefore of 201. 38. 4d. 
would then have purchased SOqrs. 5bu. Igal. and Iqt. of wheat which 
would now cost the sum of 6451. 6s. 3d. ! ! ! that is, stating the present 
price of wheat at 401. per load or 81. per quarter. It is consequently 
evident, admitting the criterion here adopted to be just, that 201. Ss. 4d. 
in the reign of Henry the Eic^hth was equal to 6451. 68. 3d. of our present 
money, ^o account for the great seeming disparity of these sums, it will be 
necessary first to ascertain the intrinsic value of the nominal pound at the 
former period and the present : now as it does not appear that the quantity 
of pure silver in the pound was, on the average of the 38 years of the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, greater than in that of the present time (say 1800), we 
are obliged to look for some other causes of thb difference. It may therefore 
be attributed j»ar/(y to the increase of specie, but more to the establishment 
of asuccedaneum, and a very fruitful one, it must be owned, has been dis- 
covered. In the adoption of paper currency our government have either 
stumbled on the philosopher's stone or have acquired the cap of Fortunati^e, 
but whether this should be considered as matterof joy or regret ; or, how far the 
principle may be carried without iiyury we shall not presume to coi\}ecture. 

* On one of the bells of this church, which was cracked but a few years 
ago was the following inscription, YiAGnns ECREGiiB vocoit campabta 
MARiiB, an instance of the superstitious practice of consecrating Bells, which 
bad its rise in the year 1030 : about the time of their introduction into our 
churches. The hell in question was probably of the time of Henry the 
Eighth or his daughter Mary; and called the Lady Bell, being dedicated to 
the blessed Virgin. In the life of Latimer we read that Tresham, sub-dean of 
^Christ church, Oxford, inMary*s days, promised to procure for that college 
the Lady Bell of Bampton ; and the great bell of Christ church is known to 
have been christened by the name of Mary. See on this subject * The life of 
. Bishop Jewel' in Wordsworth's Biography, vol. IV. p< 28^ 
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thocigh embracing no noTelty, ure very crciditable specimens of 
tB»te and workmanshtp, the other parts of the building are in 
no wise remarkable. In the church ace sereral •memorials of 
the former principal inhabitants of the parish, as of Sir 'Edward 
fienden, (anno 166%) Richard AUard, Alderman of Roches- 
ter (15P3,) the Randolphs, Sir William Boddenham, his wife,, 
and family; and the Mayneys, whose altar tombs a're in the 
north chancel : the Brasses here are numerous and hare been 
more carefully preserved than in any other church «withln the 
Weald. This living was held in commetidam by John Bancroft, 
Bishop of Oxford, until his death in 1640. In the cemetery 
are several tombs of the Pomfrets, a family of some standing 
here, and adjoining it on the north side is the parsonage house, 
the grounds about which .have been much improved by the pr&» 
*ent worthy rector.* 

A tradition prevails here that the five fields, caMed TVie 
Bread and Cheese Lafid, the annual rental of which is distri- 
buted in bread and cheese on Easter Sunday in the afternoon 
to the poor of the parish, was the gift of two sisters, common- 
ly called the Biddenden Maid$^ of the name of Chulkhursty 
that were born conjoined and who are stated to have lived in 
that state 34 years, dying within six hours of each other in the 
year 1134. To preserve this tradition, small cakes are dis- 
tributed at the same time to all comers, frequently to the 
number of 800 or 1000, having a rude impression on them of 
two females joined together by the hips and shoulders; and 
with them is also given a sort of hand bill entitled, ^ A short 
but concise account of Elizabeth and Mary-Chulkhurst.' This 
tale which has given rise to much conjecture and excited con- 
siderable curiosity, seems after all our enquiry to rest on no . 
authority whatever, for we cannot admit as an evidence of its 
tr^ith, the eakes and the account given mth them; as according 

♦ The Rev. Edward Narcs, A. M. ' 
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*oBhs*ed(t*^l. VIL p. 1*8. ildit. 1708) «the' priift of tfte wo*. 
it^Uy oil tM c;ak4s bas iikea {ilaee oiAf tHtftin tlese fiftf 
years 2* **th6 trttth,'* Says the same author, "seems to be, that 
it was the gift of two maidens^ oif the name of Pre^on;'* but 
t>n what authority thii^ assertion is made, he has not stated^ 
and indeed it appears as little entitled to Credit as the tulgai^ 
tradition abote mentioned, which probably ovfea itH origin td 
the doubt and obsCurity alon«$, in which this beqtiest is in^ 
tolyed.^ A suit in the exchequer was instituted In 1656 by 
the Ret. William tlorner. Rector, ^or the recovery of thesd 
lands, as hating been given for the aiigfheritatioh of the gtebii^ 
but failing in proof of his claim, he suffered a nonsuit. + It \i 
not our intention to insist On the impossibility or even im^ 
jl^obftbility df the ttlct lio generaiiy aedredited herd, ds ther^ 
lire some well recorded insMnces of this kind ; % but thedCI 
ttxtraor<linary deviations of nature are Hire, and should thdr^^ ^ 

fi. « . , 

• in ttie ^land^, t>eiKind the lieetor^s pew there is a Jarg;eston^, ikMtA 
krto eqoAI parts by an oUi^oe line, which is reptited to be the burial plaocS 
6f tiie Biddenden Maidsl The' surface of tiie ttdii6 is mudi wonij; and bo is- 
Sferfptioil is at thid time to be traced on \U 

f Among Ui< papeiSs in the parish diest relating io Ht. Iton^er^s sdit, M 
^e subscribed by many of the parishioners, appmnting another minister , 
ifom Bethersden to preach the word of God dn the liord's dajr on a stipend 
io be paid q^iwrterly, date 1649) nam« of the minister Keith. His receipt 
%sif part of the stipend is at tbe badk. Mr. Homer se^ms to have been • 
litigUNis and tro^biesome man, and it appears from thfii pi^^rs is thd cbes^ 
ihat he had been (KMiVicted as a barreton 

X tlie fbllowiilg relation is Contained in H MS. in tiie firitisli UvB^xOAf 
Which also contains a representation of this singular prodigy. 

'^This man was bom, as the figure represents him, a perfect man from th<^ 
iiead to foot, weU propoHioned i from his right side issued, a little above - 
his hip, a bddy Of a man, from the middle upwards, perfectly weU shaped, 
%ith handsf arms and head, very moch Ukd bis brothcr^s. It was a mal« 
tdiiid, as was supposed, after he was dome to the age of man, by its beard i 
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fore be admitted with caution* It may be remarked, that a 
similar tale is told of two females whose figures appear on the 
payement of Norton St« Philip Church in Somersetshire. 

BILSIN6T0N. Soon after the disgrace and confiscation 
of the possessions of the Bishop of Baieux, the Manor of 
BiLsiNGTON which had been granted to that prelate, by the 
Conqueror, came into the family of Albini, who held it in 
sergeantry, ^by the sertice of performing the ofiice of Chief 



which was of the same colonr and thickness with his brother's. He could 
eat and drink with a good appetite, had a very good sight, and could speak 
as distinctly as his brother. I, James Paris asked, if he could feel whether 
he had thighs and legs in his brother's body, but he said he feft none, nor 
bis brother felt no motion in bis body ; neither did it appear by the form 
of his belly, which was as flat as another man's of the same age and bigness* 

The whole man held the other up with his right hand. N. B. I saw these 

two men the lOth of June 1716; they were aged about twenty three years, as 
they said." J, P. 

I would mention, says Henry, (History of England, book 6. c. 7.) as an 
instance of credulity, the belief of a monstrous production of the human 
species, but the concurrence of grave historians^ attests and lenders the foct 
indisputable. This monster was bom in Scotland, and its appearance suggest* 
ed the idea of twins fortuitously conjoined in the womb, united at the navel 
into a common trunk, and terminating below in the limbs of a male ; but 
disparted above into two bodies, distinct and proportioned in all their parts, 
each endued with separate members, and animated each by a separate in- 
telligence. Their sensations were common when excited in the loins or 
inferior extremities; peculiar to one, and unfelt by the other, when pro- 
duced on the particular body of either. Their perceptions were diiferent, 
their mental affections inconnected, their wiHs independant, at times dis- 
cordant;' and again adjusted by mutual concession. They received, by the 
direction of James IV. such liberal education as the times afforded ; attained 
in music to considerable proficiency and acquired a competent knowledge 
of various languages. Their dc^th was miserable: at the age of twenty 
eight the one expiredy and his. body corrupting, tainted and putrified his 
living brother. ^ 

V Buchanan, ^2. Pitscottie, 109. Hawtbomdcn, 691 
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Butler to the King on the day of his coronation.' William de 
Albini, the first possessor, (eldest Son of William, who came 
oTer with the Norman inrader) was a man of great courage and 
bodily strength, and hence obtained the appellation of ^William 
ivith the strong hand:'* he was advanced to the Earldom of 
Arundel, ancT appears to have held considerable possessions in 
Norfolk, by Knight's service. On the decease of Hugh, Earl 
of Arundel and Sussex in the 43d year of Henry III. a parti- 
tion of this Estate was made in favor of John Fitzalan, Lord of 
Clan and Osweltre and Roger de Somery, in right of their wives, 
(daughters of the above Hugh, earl of Arundel,) to the former, 
that part, since called the Manor of Biismgion inferior, com- 
prising nearly two-thirds of the original estate, was apportion** 
ed; and to the latter, the residue, which had acquired the 
appellation of the Manor ofBilsington superior, alias Biising* 

ton Prioru. 

E2 



* The occasioD of this epithet is thus given by Dugdale. 
*^ It happened that the Queen of France, being then a widow, and a 
very beautiful woman, became much in love with a Knight of that country, 
who was a comely person, and in the flower of his youth : and because she 
thought that ne man excelled him in valour, she caused a tournament to be 
proclaimed throughout her dominions, promising to reward those who should 
exercise themselves therein, according to their respectiye merits; and con- 
cluding, that if the person she so well affected, should act his part better 
than others in those military exercises^ she might man^ him without any 
dishonour to herself. 
** Hereupon divers gallant men, from foreign parts, hastening to Paris, 
, among others came this our William de Albini, bravely accoutred, and in 
the tournament excelled all others, overcoming many, and wounding oq^ 
mortally with his lance; which being observed by the Queen, she became 
exceedingly enamoured of him, and forthwith invited him to a costly banquet, 
and afterwards bestowing certain jewels upon him, offered him marriage* 
But having plighted his troth to the Queen of England, then a widow, he 
refused her : whereat she grew so discontented, that she consulted with her 
maids how she might take away hb life; and in pursuance of that design, 
enticed him into a garden, where there was a secret cave, and in it a fierce 
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Tfis Manor op Bix^aiKHTOv ikpi^bioii, was liel^ hi gei^eMitirp 
In tbe reiga of KiBg Sdward III, 'l^y Ike service of preseatinf 
three maple enps at the King's ooronation ;' and at tho titee e# 
t^e coronation of King Charles II. by the^dditioiial serrico ^ef 
parrying the last dish of the second course to the lying's ta]^k^ 
The former ttenrice was performed by liiomas Hider, E»q* (aft»v 
Wards knighted) at the coronation of his present wajesty/^ ^^whea 
' Ihe King on receiving the maple cups from the lord of tiiis manofi 
turned to the Mayor of Oxford, who stood at his right haad^ 
find baring recdved fron% him for his tenure of that city, a gold 
fHip and eoTer, gaye him these cups in return.*' ^-r-The scite of "^ 
the Court Lodge, surrov^nded by a deep moat, i|dj^in^ tl^ ohiirdl 
yard westward. 

The Mamor o« Bij^sinqtqn Supehior, m^s aold by Rogott 
^ Somery to the celebrated John Mansel, chaplain, ehwscellc^ 
and keeper of the priyy seal to Henry III. a man of consider* 
able abilities, and great courage ; but more remarkable for hi^ 
wealth and luxurious mode of life.t While proyost of Beyerley^ 

|lo(ji, into which she descended by diveis steps, under colour of shewing him 
the beast. And when she told him of his fierceness, he answered, that i( 
was a womanish, and not a manly quality, to be afraid thereof; but hav- 
|ng him there, by the advantage of a folding door, thrust him in to the lion. 
Being therefore in this danger, he rolled his mantle about his arm, an4 
putting his hand into the mouth of the beast, pulled out his tongue by thQ 
ixM>ts; which done, he followed the Queen to her palace, andTgave it to onQ 
f>f her m^ids to present to her.*' 

'* Returning therefore into England with the fame of this glorious exploit 
lie was forthwith advanced to the Earldom of Arundel, and for his arms th^ 
lion given him; nor was it long after, that the Queen of England ac-* 
crpted him for her husband, whose name was Adeliza (or Alice) widow to, 
King Henry I. and daughter to Godfrey Duke of liorrain ; ^liich A.deliza 
fiad the caatle of Arundel, and county, in dowry from that King.^* 

f Hasted. 

-f iVf atheTif Paris mention^ a;s an instance, that he entertained at dinner,^ 
{he Hifi^s of £i\gland and Scotland, a multitude of nobles and prelates, an^ 
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^ loQsdtd ftt tliis plftce, a Priory for Canotii raguUr of the 
Mrder #r St* 4«SU8luiey and gave tkis estate aqiong atkers to^ 
^Ntfds its OBdoifmeal. In the fam house and offices eoniidnmble 
mnaiAS of the Prieij are ttiil to be teen, but they are little de» 
lerang 0f notice ; the altiiattoa is pleasant, lying under flhciter 
Hkf the clay hillt, bai^ked with extensiTe woods, and cemmaadiag 
QU the SjOtttii, an ulunterrupted view over t)ie ttarsh. These 
Estates are now the prQp0fty of Ingram Rider, Esq. of Bonghtem 
jkloiichci^iea, who also holds the right of presentation to the lU 
iejmg> whisli since the s«ppr0salo^ of the Ptio^ has been consi* 
defvd as a perpetual curacy. 

The¥Ullkge^ called iglsington Cross, eonsists of about half a 
fio3e« dwoUiogs and a sniali piihlic heuae ; it lies on the southern 
declmty of the kill) at the distance •£ a quarter of a mile from 
the military canal, and on the road from Limne to Warehornef 
'Pie diai^h^nds a lit^tle to the eastwani and nigher the marsh, 
It i«( a small building (dedicated to St. Peter and St. Pkul) coa^ 
fiisti^ of a uare and chaneisi and at the west e|id a square, towe? 
with a pointed sl^ingled roof ; the body of the building coiH 
^1^ 14 pews and in tb^ phan^^l pee fpur stalU. 

BONNINGTON, usually called Bunnington^ is 8ituale4 
on the clay hills, extending southward into the level of Itomf 
ney Marsh, and at the eastern confines of the Weald. Its 
situation is far froin pleas^int, and a^ it possesses nothing to 
nmuse the eye, or gratify the research of the antiquary is but 
Uttle frequented. The soil, for the most part is a deep clay, 
and th% roads none of the best, though somewhat improved 
of late years owing to the military canal. In the north west, 
part of the parish, is a co^f iderable portion of underwood. 

The village, usually called Bonj^xngton Caoss, stands 09 
flevated ground, and at no great distance is the church, nearly 



incfa ^ number of gu^^ th^J^ feiMii hu]^r^ 4^^ W«r^ ^W^^ ^P^ 
for th^ first coarse. 
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at the bottom of the hill, one meadow alone diriding it from 
Romney Marsh, the proximity of which can add but little to 
the salabrity of the air of Bonnington. Not far from the cross 
18 a small forestall, with several houses round it, and north- 
ward is Bonnington Common over which the road leads to 
Aldington Comer where the quarry-stone begins. The south- 
em part of this parish is within the level of Romney Marsh, 
the bounds are at the foot of the hill just below the church, as 
above described. There used to be a court leet holden here 
lor the boroughs of Bonnington and Hamme, at which the bors- 
holders* of those boroughs were elected, but it has been dis- 
continued ever since the middle of Queen Elizabeth^s reign, 
only the memory of it remains, by a large oak standing on the 
highway where it used to be held, and from thence called 
the Law-day oak. 

The manor of Bonnington was, soon after the conquest, 
part of the possessions of Hugo de Montfort, and is thus en- 
tered under the general title of his lands in the record of 
Domesday: 

William Son ofGrosse^ holds ofHughy Boninione. Norman 

• ^'The subdivision of hundreds into ty things seems to be most peculiarly 
the invention of Alfred the Great, and is a branch of that admirable system 
of government he introduced, andivhich modem refinement but vainly at- 
tempts to improve. The realm being divided into shires, these shires sub- 
divided into lathes, as in Kent; rapes in Susser; trithings or ridings m 
Yorkshire; these again into hundreds, and the hundreds into tithings, com* 
posed of ten freemen, every inhabitant of which was security for the good 
behaviour of the other, and a man whose credit was so low that his neigh- 
bours would not become pledges for him, was committed to prison lest he 
should become hurtful to the community. In Kent, the division, which in 
naay comities was called a tithing, is termed a Borow, from the Saxon 
word Borh^ which signifies a pledge or surety, and the chief of the pledges a 
bonholder, or boroughs-ealder, that is, the discreetest man in the borough, 
or tithing, as in cities he is called the Ealderman, or Alderman." — Conr 
tinuation ofthtBibliotheca Topograpkica Britannica, vol. 11. p. 2. and 3. ' ■ 
See also Hume'M England, vol. I. Alfred, 
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held a of King Edward^ and U was taxed at one suling^ (sozo^ 
ling)* the arable land Ufour carucaiesA In demesne there is 
oncy and nine vUleinsr^ with four borderers (bondsmen) having 
two carucates. There is a churchy eight servants^ (ministers) 
and wood for the pannage of eight hogs. In the time of King 
Edward the Confessor it was worth four pounds^ and afterwards 
three pounds y now one hundred shillings. 

On the voluntary exile of Robert de Montfort, grandson of 
Hugh aboTe mentioned, in Heniy I. reign, this manor, among 
the rest of his estates, fell into the Ring's hands as an escheat 
and afterwards became part of the possessions of the Knight's 
hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem; the prior held it bj 
Knight's service of the castle of Dover, being part of those 
lands which made up the barony called the constabularies 
This manor was afterwards divided into two parts, one of 
which, acquired the name of Bonningtony alias Singleton, and 
the other simply the manor of Bonnington. Sir Thomas 
Lombe, Alderman of London died possessed of it in 1739, 
leaving two daughters his coheiresses, the one married to Sir 
Robert C\tfton, and th@ other to the Earl of Lauderdale. It 
was Sir Thomas Lombe who introduced into this kingdom 
from Savoy, a most curious machine for working Italian or- 
ganzine silk, for which he obtained a patent in 1718, and in 
1732 had a reward of 14,000L granted him by parliament. — 

« A sowUng is 160 acres, Cheshire mtesnre, equal to 3S5,7 statute acres» 
Tramlation ofdomesday by HetuhaUand WiUUnton, p. 4. 110^0 o, 

f By four carucatea \i here intended four plough lands, that is 84 acres^ 
the plough land beine 6 acres and 26| making a sowling. 

But in the counties not admeasured by Sowuvres and Hides,) a 
Carucate (properly so called) is equal to them. In this imtance (taken 
from Hasted) the word in the original has been misunderstood. See m tha 
work above mentioned^ p, 12 note b, and the entry of this manor ^ p. 103, 

II The hide is equal to the Kentish «o»rtn^— ibid.— But Gervase of 
Tilbtxry says, it commonly contamed about 100 acres. 
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Tkw raatiof Is li5W lldd 1^ D. Pa^Ubii) Eis^. of AcriM. 

Tlie chnrdi (dedieatled td St. Rtirvrdtb),^ t^MUts of ikk 
fthle alid ^hiiiieet. It htt» fk6 stieetile, blit ft i^ofitt^d infret Hf 
mis^oa the rdof at t&e west end, eotdsAoing onff b«ll. Tlttf 
advowsoti ^f the rectoff paeted ks ftH appendage to thi^ inanot 
of Bonaingtoa till the dissdlutloii of the hospital of ^t. John 
of Jerusalem, in the 3^ of ti^Aty VIII. Wheft (t dfciHe to th« 
crown, and within two years aftek*wards Iras grftnted hj that 
monarch t6 Arthur Stringer, fVom Whose des^etidfttlt it pafsedl 
Into the name of Kempe, ftnd Sir Thomas Itempe, of Oilantigh^ 
was owner of it in the 91st of £}itabeth, froiii him it passed 
to Sir James Htliss, then owner of the dmnor, in which chaift 
«f owner^ip, the maoor And iidTowson^ hate <5ontinued dowft . 
to the present time. 

There is a modni of on^ shtllitig an a^nr 6n the mtttA laml 
In this parish^ 

BOUGHTON MALHERBfi. The ntfme of Boughton or 
rather Bocton as it was originally spelt, is probably derivei 
from the Saxon words Boc and Tort, the former signifying $. 
charter or grant, and the latter a town or pslrish ; f bnt thef 
addition of Malherbey it obtained in the reign of King Jobn^ 

* An efiify of St< Rvntwova was amon^ the curiosities ot Botley Abbey 
and was made instrumental in carrying on the farce of * the gracious rood. ^ 
'I'his infant saint^ according to tradition did many mirades; he professed Jiim« 
self a obriiyan at the nonent oi his birth, and having discoontid cumurlgly 
and explained Certain aiysteries ei the Homish cbureh, teft this worid afitei^ 
a stay of three days I ! He was bom according to report at King's Sutton in 
Korthamptonsbircf and bwri^ at Buckingham, Which place in the early 
Saxon times became, on that aecount, celebrated and was much benefited 
%y the number of pilgrims who resorted thither to make offerings at his shrine^ 
—A description of the use made of the eifigy of St* Rvsiwold by thef 
monks of Boxley is given by Lambarde, p. 186—9. where a translated 
extract from a work entitled ffova Legenda Angluty declaring his parentage^ 
natiyitj aad deaih, wiU be found. 

f Hatted. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOVdHtOK MALKtRBfe* 41 



from a family of that name^ who then possessed the manor^ 
this addition having been made to distinguish it from other 
places of a like appellation in the county; and not as Ki;.* 
BUitNE conjectures, from the poverty of the pasturage* 

Boughton Malherbe lies nearly in the centre of the county^ 
between Ulcomb on the west, and Egerton on the east, and 
like those parishes extends partly into the vale between the 
chalk and quarry hills, and partly into the Weald southward* 
On the east of the church, seated on the brow of the hill, is 
the parsonage house, a neat building pleasantly situated ; and 
^ adjoining the church*yard westward, are the small remains of 
Boughton Place, the mansion of the Wottons, now dwin- 
dled into insignificance; what is now standing has been con« 
verted into a bam : it is of brick and displays some excellent 
workmanship; on a sunk p&nnel it has the date 1379. 

The manor house of Bocton was . built by Robert Corbie^ 
Esq. father of the Sheriff of that name, in the 8th year of 
Richard II. who had obtained of Edward III. a license to 
embattle and fortify, his mansion at this place. By marriage 
with Joane, daughter of the sheriff^ this estate was carried to 
Nicholas Wotton Esq. twice Lord Mayor of London, ^^whose 
descendants" says Hasted ^^flourished in this parish for many 
generations afterwards; and for their learning, fortune, and 
honors, at times when honors were really such, may truly be 
said to have been ornaments to their country in general, and to 
this county in particular.'' But this place has become chiefly 
celebrated as the birth place of the accomplished Sir Henry 
Wotton, whose life, written by Isaac Walton is attached to the 
ReliquicB Wottonianas, In this work, speaking of the family 
generally, he says. "The Wottons were a family that brought 
forth divers persons eminent for wisdom and valour, whose 
heroic acts, and. noble employments, both in England and in 
foreign parts, have adorned themselves and this nation, which 
they have served abroad /(2iYA/a%, in discharge of their gr«*t 

F 
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trust, and prudentfy in their negociatioiis irith seTeral Princes ; 
and also served at home with mn^h honor and justice, in their 
wise managing a great part of the public affairs, in the Torious 
times both of war and peace." Sir Robert Wotton, grandson 
of Nicholas Wotton, Esq. was lieutenant of Guisnes and comp- 
troller of Calais, where he died and lies buried ; and hi« son and 
heir Sir Edward, was treasurer of Calais and a member of the 
privy council in the reign of Henry VIII. who, ^'offered him" 
says Holingshed, ^^o be Jx>rd Chancellor of England ; but out 
of a virtuous modesty he refused it." * To him succeeded his 
eldest son Thomas Wotton, Esq. + equally renowned for his 
hospitality, his acquirements and manly independence. He 
was twice Sheriff, and had the honor of entertaining Queen Eli* 
zsbeth in her progress through the county in 1573; from whom, 
says Walton, he received ^^many invitations to change his coun- 
try-recreations and retirement, for a court ;" at the same time the 
offer of knighthood, ^^as an earnest of some more profitable 
employment : yet he humbly refused both, t being a man of 
great modesty, of most plain and single heart, of an Ancient 
freedom and integrity of mind." He was twice married and 



•Chronicles, u^n, Reg, EIi«. 27. Holinshed falso. slates, that Dr. Ni- 
cholas Wotton, foarth son to the above mentioned Sir Robert, and some time 
Dean of Canteihury, refused to be Archbishop of that see, when that higi^ 
dignity was offered to him by Queen Elizabeth, to whom he was Privy Ccwn* 
sellor, as be had been also to Henry VIII. Edward VI. and Queen Mary. 

■f This gentleman according to Hasted, ^ Vas closely imprisoned in the fleet, 
in 1553, by "Queen Mary, under pretence of his religion, but really at the 
request of his uncle (brother) Dr. Nicholas Wotton, on account of a dream 
he had had in France, where he was there ambassador, and thia in all 
likelihood saved Mr. Wotton's life; for whilst he was in prison, Wyat's re- 
bellion broke out, in which he had most probably been concerned, had he 
not been confined there." Hist, of Kent, vol. 5. p. 402. 

X It appears however by his epitapb that he did afterwards accept the ho- 
nor of knighthood. 
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had four sons all of whom wfere kidgHted. Sir Edward the eldest 
was comptroller of the Household to Queen Elizabeth, which 
office, with that of treasurer, he held under her successor James 
I. by whom he was created Lord Wotton, Baron of Marley, and 
in the succeeding year appointed Lord Lieutenant of the county^ 
and a member of the PriTy CounciK In the reign of Elizabeth 
he was one^f the representatives of the county in Parliament^ 
and. in the 36th year of that reign served the office of Sherfff. 
James the second son, wasknighted for his gallantry at the siege 
of Cadiz. And Sir John, the third, is described as highly ac- 
eomplished, both by beaming and trayel ; liut death, in hii 
younger years, put a period to his growing hopes.' 

Sib Hbkbt Wotton, the youngest son and only child by the 
second marriage, received the rudiments of his education from 
his mother (the daughter of Sir William Finch, Knight, of East- 
well) and after some further tuition under a home tutor, was 
sent to Westminster School and subse^ently to New College^ 
Oxford, from whence he removed to Queen's, where he took the 
degree of Master oC Arts ; and where according to his biog^phef, 
^^he gave a solid testimony of his future abilities :" he here de- 
livered three latin lectures, De Oculo which gained him consi- 
derable reputation, and the particular esteem of the Law Pro^ . 
fessor, ( Albericus Gentilis). At the age of twenty two, he left 
college, "when having" says Walton, "to his great wit, added 
the ballast of learning, and a knowledge of the arts, he then laid 
aside his books, and betook himself to the useful library of tra- 
vel, and a more general conversation with manlcind; employing 
the remaining part, of his youth, his industry, and fortune, to 
adorn his mind, and to purchase the rich treasure of foreign 
knowledge ; of which, both for the secrets of nftture, the dis- 
positions of many nations, and their several laws and languages, 
he was the possessor in a very large degree." * On his leaving 

F2 

* Reliquiae Wottoniaiue. 
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Oxford, he trayelled into France, Germany, and Italy ; where^ 
haying spent about nine years, he returned to his native country 
and became secretary to the ill-fated Earl of Essex, in ^hich 
situation he continued until the arrest of that nobleman; when 
he again left England and retired to Florence. Here his merits 
were not long hid to the great Duke ; who haying discovered 
ihat a conspiracy was on foot to assassinate James, the then King 
of Scots, he entrusted Sir Henry with letters to that monarch, 
which under the disguise of an Italian, and the assumed name 
of Qditoio BaldU he delivered without interruption, and much 
to the satisfaction of his employer. On the accession of Jamea 
to the throne of England, his services were not forgotten; he 
was invited home, immediately knighted and afterwards em- 
ployed on several important embassies : he was thrice ambas- 
sador to the r^ublic of Venice, once to the United States, 
twice to the Duke of Savoy, and once to the Princes of the Up- 
per Germany in the convention of Hailbrun ; he was also dis- 
patched ta the emperor Ferdinand II. and other of the German 
Princes to incline them to favor the cause of the Queen of Bo- 
hemia*^ For this illustrious and unfortunate female, the 
object of universal admiration, ^Sir Henry Wotton" says a 
late writer ^^appears to have felt the strongest attachment : hia 
elegiint Unes, addressed Tq hU mistress the Queen of Bohc^ 



* The Queen of Bohemia was daughter to James I. and consort of FVe- 
derick the Elector I^alatine, chosen King by the states of Bohemia, in oppo* 
sttion to Ferdinand II. but soon expelled by that monarch; who lerying a 
. considerable force under the command of the Dnke of Bavaria, and the 
Count of Bncqnoy advanced into Bohemia and there obtained the desisive 
hattlc of Prague I whUe Spinola with an army of thir^ thousand men in« 
vaded the Palatinate and meeting with but little resistance, except fram one 
■English Regimeut, cckmmanded by the brave Sir Horace Vere, soon reduced 
the greater part of that principality. — On the loss otf the battle of Prague^ 
the elector, and his fiimily were under the necessity of seeking an asylom in 
HqUand; deprived not only of his kingdom^ but his inheritSAoe^ 
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miay* at once evince the greatness of his admiration, and the 
brilliancy of his own powers." On his return from his foreign 
employments, about the year 1623 he was made ProTost of 

*The following are the lines alluded to. 

Yon meaner beauties of the night. 
That weaklie satisfie our eies, 
More by your namber than your lighte, 
Like common people of the skies. 
What are you when the moon doth rise? 

Yee violetts that first appear. 
Your pride in purple garments showne, 
Takeinge possession of the yeare, 
As if the springe were all your owne. 
What are you when the rose is blowne? 

Yee glorious trifles of the east 
IVhose lustres estimations raise, 
Pearles, rubies, sapphires, and the rest. 
Of precious caskets, whats your praise, 
When the diamond shews his layse? 

Yee warfolinge chanters of the wood. 
That fill the eares with nature^s laies, 
Thinkinge your passions' understood. 
By weaker accents, whats your praise. 
When philomell her voice doth raise? 

8oe when my princesse shall be scene, 
In sweetness of her looks and minde. 
By virtue first, then choice, a queene; 
Tell me if she were not designed, 
Th' eclipsinge gloiy of her kynde? 

The rose, the violetts, the whole springe, 
)Pox sweetness to her breath must mnne: 
The diamond's darkened in the ringe; 
If shee appeare, the moon's undone. 
As with the presence of the Sonne. 
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Eton Collie, where he spent the remainder of his days, dying 
at the age of 7% in December, 1639. 

Sir Edward (the elder brother) first Lord Wotton* em* 
parked the grounds round his mansion at Boughton and dying 
in 1628 was succeeded by his only son Thomas Lord Wotton, 
who surrived him but two years. On a diyision of his posses- 
sions among his four daughters and coheiresses ^^the manor of 
Boughton, with the mansion of Boughton-Place, and the ad« 
Yowson of the rectory, were, among other estates, allotted to 
the eldest daughter, the lady Catherine, in whose right her 
husband, Henry Lord Stanhope became possessed of them.'' f 
On the decease of Lord Stanhope (4hi» lady, who was after- 
wards created Countess of Chesterfield^ remarried John Van- 
den Kerkhoyeu, Lord of Henulflet,- in Holland; by whom she 
had one son, Charles Henry, created Lord Wotton in 1650: 
he dying in 1683, bequeathed the estates he had inherited from 
his mother, to his nephew, Charles Stanhope,* with divers 
remainders in tail male; and under this will, Philip Dormer 
Stanhope, the witty and profligate Earl of Chesterfield, be- 
came possessed of them in the reign of George I. He disposed 
of them in 1750, to Gralfridus Mann, Esq. whose son Sir 
Horatio Mann, Bart, is now owner." 

Below the hill towards l^erton, lieathe manor of Colbridge, 
which in the reign of Henry III. was in th6 family of Peyforer, 
one of whom, Fulke de Peyforer, obtained a grant of free 
warren for his lands here, in the time of Edward L and in* the 

• It was daring the time of the first Lord Wotton, that Nicholas Wood 
the glutton (a native of Harrietsham) is said to have devoured at his lord- 
ihip^s house at Boughton, at one meal, eighty four rabbits^ "which number 
says his biographer'* Would hafve^ suffice one hundred and sixty men I ! 

For a description «f Aitf nl^nst^ see * Anecdotes of eihinent persons, &c.* 
In two vols. — ^vol. II. pf.- 10.- 



Digitized by 



Google 



SO0GATO1I MAIiHCRBC. ^ 



ensuing reign, a license to embattle and fortify his mansion at 
Colbridge, which hence obtained , the appellation of Colbridge 
Castle. Little more than the scite of ^his once considerable 
edifice is now discernible, the materials having been appro* 
priated to the building of ChiUon^ ^ or rather of Bou^htoit 
Place, before spoken of. 

In the church (dedicated to St. Nicholas) are many memo« 
rials of the Wotton family. Among them is the gpiemkd marble 
monument, of Sir Thomas Wotton. The chancel contains 
SeTeral large and curious brasses of this family ; on a centre 
stone are the effigies of a man and woman, kneeling; behind 
^be former are three boys, and behind the female figure seren 
girls : near this is another slab on which are brasses of tw» 
persons in the act of prayer, over whom are two escutcheons 
with armorial bearings. But the most costly monument, is that 
for Sir Edward Wotton, erected about the close of the fif- 
teenth century, and perfectly characteristic of the execrable 
taste of that period. Opposite the last, is that, to the memory 
of the Rev. Robert Foote, M. A. and below on the pare- 
raent lies an effigy (in alto) of Fulke de Peyforer. On the 
floor under the gallery is the following inscription, alike ho- 
norable to the object and the author of it : 

" Here lyeth interred the body of Edmond Sandford, Gent, serrant 
and kinsman to Mary Lady Wotton, Baronesse of Marly, who 
laid over him this tombestone for continuance of his memory, 
precious as perfumed ointment, (br the constancy of his profea- 

• sion of religion, and the fidelity of his service to the said lady. 
/ and femily, to the very time and the surrender of hisEOul to his 

Redeemer, being the 35th year of his age, October, 29th. 
Anno Redemptionis humanse, 1652. 

Oyer the porch on the south side of the church is the Cross 
as in the times of popery, 

• Chilson or Cfailston, the seat of G^ige Best, Esq. between Bough* 
Ion and Lenham. 
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BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA or Monchensie, part of 
which only is within the Wealdy lies on the lower or southern 
ridge called the Quarry hills, that cross this parish in a direc- 
tion nearly east and west, the summit of them being the nor- 
thern boundary of the Weald; so much therefore as lieth 
northward is without its limits. — The church is placed on the 
south side of the hill, about midway down, and the iriews from 
it over the well-wooded grounds of Boughton Place, which ad- 
join the church-yard, are extremely fine. From hence the 
parish extends into the Weald towards the River Ben It, which, 
passing Stile-bridge, flows on to Yalding where it joins the 
Medway. The soil on the hHl is a fertile loam on a bed of' 
Kentish rag-stone, of which there are considerable quarries in 
the parish, and hence, in the immediate neighbourhood this 
place is frequently called Boughton quarry; towards Cock 
Street^ a hamlet lying on the heath, a variation in the surface 
soil is perceptible, becoming much redder and intermixed with 
rotten flints ; and at the bottom of the hill southward, it as- 
sumes a difierent appearance altogether, being a dark stiff 
clay, similar to that generally found in the lower parts of the 
Weald. A little to the southward of Boughton Cock, is the 
parsonage, with some coppice wood adjoining, and on the 
brow of the hill, at the eastern extremity of the parish, Wiar" 
ton the seat of the Rev. Sir John Head, Bart, commanding an 
extensive and beautiful prospect of the Weald. 

Boughton, was part of those possessions granted by William 
the Conqueror to Odo, bishop of Baieux,' who was created 
Earl of Kent, and under the general title of whose lands it if 
thus entered in the Domesday book. 

Hugh, grandsoh of Herbert, holds of the bishop of Baieuxy 
Boltone, It was tared at one suling. The arable land is two 
earucates. In demesne there is nothing. But Jive villiens have 
carucates there,, and two acres of meadow. Wood for the 
pannage of twenty hogs. There is a church. In the time of 
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King Edmard the confetsar, amd afterward$y M wa$ wafih. 
eight pounds^ no» six poundt. Atuin held U qf Earl €hd». 



After the dibgnuie of Odo, tUi nAitdr tame \ato the |K»bm»«' 
skm of the family of Montoheiiiiie) called m Latin reoDida 
BeftunUe Ctmisio; whose principal deat was at Swanscoiiib 
IB this county* From them it descended to the Hongfaaais of* 
Uottgham^ ft»d snbseqaently to Robert Rodstoa^ Esq. (soa- 
of ftr John Rudston, L6rd Mayor of Londdn in 1598, a 
family originally of Yorkshire). This latter, who was con« 
cemed with Sir Thomas Wyatt in his nnfortnnate rebellion, 
was, among others found guilty and condemned to be execu-' 
ted; but which sentence, Mary, was pleased to alter, *^ and 
on the accession of Elizabeth, he was again restored to' 
his possessions. About 1670 this manor and estate becamOE 
by marriage the property of Thomas Rider, Esq. (descended 
from those of Low Layton in Essex) in which family it hath 
since continued. ,The Mansion is of stone and partially em- 
battled. 

WiARToN, of which some mention has been made abore, war 

fbrmerly the residence of a family of the same name. Adam 

de Wiarton possessed it in the reign of King Henry III. and 

* with his descendants it continued 'till the latter end of the 

reign of Richard IL 

G 



* Four hundred peiMiis are said to have snifered for this i^belltbiii Autf 
hundred more were conducted before the Queen^ with ropcis about their 
ftecksi and falling od their knees^ received a pardon^ and irer^ dismiaiedA 
Wyatt was Condemned and executed. (Hiime)< 

The following brief character o^ Mary^ is by the sHihe ilnthori '^naturally 
0f a soar and obstinate temper^ and irritated by contradiCtidlis and mis^ 
idrtnnes, she possessed all iht qualities fitted td compdse a bigot; and her 
extreme ignorance rendered her utterly incapable of doubt in her own beiief« 
or of indulgence to the opinions of others^ ** 
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. ^Aoi^BKDML h a.mnor m^ tbit parisk wlucb Hocmetly lie^ 
l^bgUig^ ta a fiunily of tbe name^if Qalibsoak, ag appears hj 
seTeral old deeds and court rolls; who haying c,oiitinued.ow« 
ntis Aft it for serand de a a Bn t^ biacame ^octiact hero about ihe 
faegiiisiagi of. King Henrys V. teigB, when it came into tlw 
pMaeifioa/ of WHiiaiii. Haiit, &% ol BishopribMurhe^ wiuraa 
teocndlmt^ Sir Wiltiam Hsot, ik Ike reigti of Heniy YIIL 
]tih .tvo daughlNifa and c^Mirs^ of iKhojn Jane, the jHrnogesdv' 
narmd! Sit TheeMi Wy«tt^* ol AILingten Qistiie." 'ShW 
maaoc- and asti^la.is ii«vfc ia iheiptesaetsion 4>f &|tm A- M*. 
Pisne|3r«^-nTlie rerec^iioii of id. is yetted- in Jiiine^^mjA, E^q* 
of l4«ite4 in Cbauft 6u<4on. 

On'the opposite 4Kri^fti»eni aids of GoxheatH, liw Bon^tt*^ 
10X' MovHTT ibirnieil|? celled M^foAcf^, the gtoands of iirhicK 
ace vaAeeed hf 'tiie siamm that rises near L^ngley Park, and 
iMildi^ losing itself ttoder gaound, riaea aga^n in the q«iwes 
h^in, and iowiaj^ dn tiir^ag^ Loiose, iaU^ iwfca the Medws^a.. 
Utile abo^ ]i|[iiditM«^ 

The Church (dedicated to St. Peter) comprises a nave 
aatdr chnaddl, *with a sioi^le als^ on the north side, in whith 
are seme meaw^riahi of Hi^ Rfim fhnHy . It was giren ta the* 
jftriory of JiBedk soMttftar ita lonsidati&A l^ Henry deBpcton,^ 
and was JdFtecvmds appropriated to it hy license from the Arch* 
bishop of Canterbury before the reign of Biehard II. and re* 
mained part of the possessions of^that priory 'till its dissolution; 
when Henry VIII. settled both the parsonage and adyowson 

"* • T^'e manor of JSoughton before spoken of was also the properly of Sir 
iliomas Wyatt, who alienated it to Robert Radston, tie was father of the 
itnfortunateSirThomas Wyatt, and a person eminent for hisleamingand ac- 
complishments. Anthony Wood calls him the delight of the muses and of 
^nkintty and Leland, in his poem, (Ath. Oxon. vol, I. p. 56.) styles him 
ihcomparalilisy and liJglaly celebrates his praises. He wa« a great favorite 
of Henry VI n. and by a hon mot raised the King's courage togofbrward 
with the Refbrmafion, by telling him^ it was a hard thing a man ooald 
' not repeat withoat the pope's leave. 
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on ys new ^reeled Dean and Cll^ifter of Rodiesfelr, witk 
whom thof now remaink Tke cealeteiy hdre, enciraqpAssed hf 
Ittxnmnt forest trees^ «nd reUioYed item tbe baty icenes of lifo^ 
Ib admiralty calcnUted to ehcomtage serious meditation ; while 
ihe peep nlTtmled on the east side torei* the grounds of Bongli4 
Ion Place ; the wat^r in the hitttMk ; thi} deer at feed; and tin 
varied and •extmisiire aetoery Irfaich forms the bsek ((rmind^ 
#iiQg^her conapese a .fnctnr^ of tnrasnal interast. 

BRE^tf^HLEY, which in old deeds is written IBranchesle, 
and in the Tejcius Roffensts^ BniENCESLE, lies the next parish 
eastward of Pembury. The soil in it is various, being in 
40ine iparts light and sandy, and in others a stiff cfinrHsh- ola^ 
On the hill whege the tillage stands^, it is of the former desert^ 
titto, Which is continued mostly over the northern parts of the 
jparish and towards Horsmonden green ; and the remainder a 
heavy tillage soil, but not unfertile. f 

This parish is for the mmst part skirted wit^ woodlands^ 
which as well tvi th^ hedge-roWS stiil contain ilo inconsider^ 
able portion of fine thriviYig oak. The great and rapid eia'- 
crease in the value of timber of late years, has very muci^ 
r^uced its quantity, and whatever might have been the case 
lonaerly, there are but few estates now that can be said td 
be encumbered with timber.* Hasted Bp^eAking of iMn pkiiA 



• The ettmn^auy price of timber. Ins held forth sddl'liilei^ttltloii ^ 
ike avarieiow or needy proprietor, that on taatiy estates thrmighinit EngL 
land, that which could by ingenuity be construed into Umber, has beea faevrta 
Aowaaod^hffSaght to market without any referteee to its a|;6 or condition. 
/Fhe ispoHoy, not to say iivfostice, of snch coodnot, uwt ode WmUd sUp- 
.poie be snflleiently evident; and yet we see persons whd dn #iidir odSastMft 
are not imating in forecast and prudence; guilty ^f ii: iifaf it hdt be ilL 
tribatod to.the ntdden rise in the ndvtt of timber, tatherthali the priofc 
itself? for had the price slowly ahd gUMlnally iacreflsed, H is a qnestM 
whether room would have been afforded for snch a cemifleSidi bittteageM^ 
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gays ^^it hag a dfeaiy and gloomy aspect,'' which he attributes 
to the abundaDoe of wood land, and ^the quantities of large 
spreading oaks throughout it." However it might have been 
in his time, it is not now overdone in these respects, nor is 
its appearance such as he describes. The general appearance 
of this parish, is rather cheerfid than gloomy^ possessing n# 
more, timber, than barely sufficient for the purpose of embeU 
lishment, the roads also appear to have undergone some changt 
for the better since that time. 



catdl a price, which it was supposed the pecnliartties of the times and the pro- 
tnu!tcd warfare we are engaged in, alone gave rise to, and which it was con* 
eluded must fall, as soon as the»e causes were remove<^} men were led to 
overlook the injustice of their conduct to the public, and from the momentary 
Impulse of avarice, to act in direct opposition to their own individual interest. 
Bow for, in such cases it would be advisable for the legislature to interfere, 
we shall not pretend to determine; but if every landed- proprietor, who feUsa 
tree on his estate, was by law obliged to plant two in its stead and at the 
fame time bound to protect their growth^ it woi|ld, in pur humble opinioD, 
be requiring no more of them than reason and common justice warrant This 
it may be said, would he to deprive the subject, of a portion of that free- 
dom, which as an Englishman, he considers as his birth-right, the right of 
4oing what be pleases with his own ; but it should he remembered that there 
is a common right m well as an ' indiTidiial one^ and that society most be 
b941y constituted* which can long^ tolerate a power in the individual tbft 
militates i^nst the public good. T^heo Lord Erskine brought forward his 
bill for snpfrresnn^ the abuso of animals ^ did any friend to humanity or ra- 
tional liberty, consider it as an attaek on his freedom, or an infringement of 
his natural rights? No, aad it was therefore wisely detenained ta redder 
those ameaah^ to hwnai^ h^ws^ who were not to. be ^estraiaed by moral ones. 
The application we leave« 

Throttghoat the Norman dynasty and for nearly a century sobset ta eiit, the 
]propiietojn of lands were restrained from cutting wood e» their estates and 
aseing it at their pleasure, aqd these'arbitraiy restrictions wese aat n e mo fe d 
antil the reign of Qenry II I^ at which time also some impostant alteratioM 
took place in the fMesUaws; which for upwards of a century an^ a half had 
been the abhorrence o| the sulitiect,. UAd an iostrameat of terror and o^ff^^ 
fioi^iath^sovevei^ 
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The Tillage is pleftsantly seated on a hill, the turnpike road 
leading through it towards Horsmondoi^ Goudhvrst, and the 
southern parts of the Weald. The houses are mostly large 
wcli-timbered buildiDgs, and some few of respectable appear- 
ance. 

The church and parsonage are situated at the south end of 
4he Tillage, and at a, small distance eastward is a' seat called 
3&OAD Oak^ which in the reign of Elizabeth belonged to 
George P^ne, whose heirs in 1698 alienated it to Mr. John 
Hooker of West Peckham, and with his descendants, of the 
^me name, it still continues. 

At Matfield-green, about a mile westward of the Tillage, is 
the residence of Mr. Bold Merchant, built about eighty 
years since: in which family the estate has continued for 
some generations. A Uttle remoTed eastward from Broad-Oak, 
and at the summit of Castlerhill, stands the remarkable toll of 
trees, called Brenchley-toll, obsenrable for many miles round 
the country :^ and in an adjoining wood are the traces of a square 
mote, enclosing between three and four acres of land^ but of 
which, tradfttioa is silent ; the wood and farm are the property 
of ■■ . ■ ... Monckton, Esq. and are supposed anciently to 
haTe been annexed to some considerable manor. There is also 
■another mote or entrenchment in this parish, of great width 
and ^ depth, the enclosed area of which does not appear quite 
so large as that aboTe mentioned, but which no doubt fonaerly 
encompassed some building of considerable strength and con- 
sequence, though no Testige of it at present remains, nor any 
name of distinction attached to the estate on which it is situ- 
.ated. 

The manors of Bbenchlet and Criols, the former of 
which was part of the possessions of the noble family of 
Clare, whose descendants were afterwards Earls of Gloucester 
and Hertford; and the latter, in the time of Henry III. in the 
possession of a family of the same name; were both alienated 
in the 20th year of Queen Elizabeth by William Sydnor, the 
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%cn proprietor, to 'Wiliiun Lasbarde, Esq. of Greenwicli, (the 
p^rmrimUtor) in whose descendant Moulton Lambarde, Esq. 
•f SeTetieakS) these nanors Are now rested* 

T|iE Manor of Masca&u, fdrmerij ACord^oarfb, with its 
two appendants Copgrove and Chckeswell, are sitiittted 
tiear the northern boundary of the parish. 

The^jl, in the reign of Edward li. was owned, by the 
Ikmily of Coiepepper and held of the Lord Hugh de Audley*^ 
as of his honor of Tunbrldge, by the senrice of paying jekAf 
at his larder eighi hogs mnd a Mfy value Jifteen shiXlingM* 

Copgrove, (the second) was in the possession of a famiiy 
of the same name from which descended John Capgror^ or 
Copgrove, the famous friar eremite of St. Augustine, S. T: P. 
Df Oxford, and afterwards provincial of his order In England. 
The extraordinary talents of this nan secured him the piilre* 
nage of Humphrey Duke of Gloucester, under whose auspices^ 
his works were published; he died at Lynn in- Norfolk ii 
1484. (Tan. Bib. Brit. p. ld«, and Stev. Mon. vdI. II. p. «1«). 

About the time of Edward L or early io the reign of his sue* 
cessor, the owners of Copgrove became also possessed of ChelEBs^ 
Well, which subsequently were part of the possessions of the 
llUfated Edward, Duke of Buckingham, executed for high 
treason in the reign of Henry VIII. soon after whose attain- 
der these manors where granted to John Lyghe, who died 
seized of them in the l^th year of that reign. 

Parrogk another manor, was formerly an appendant to Hiat 
of Weilt Mailing, given by Gundulph, Bishop of Rochester, 
in the 4th year of William Ruf us, to the benedictine nunnery 
founded there by him about that time. This manor afterwards^ 
by exohatige became the property of Archbishop CnuMuer** 

« Thomas Cranmer Archbishop of Canterbury, was borh 1489, and bnr^t 
at Oxford, March ^Ist, 1555. This martyr to protestantism is not only 
moaerabk fi>r Us melanelMlj cndi but e^uaUy so for his loaroiog and 1^ 
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A court baron is still held for it. 

MoATLANDs, or as it was >sainetimes called Le Moai^ was 
a part of the possessions of the Pimpe familj ; but which in the 
19th year of Henry VII. was diyided between the two &on$ oi^if 
Walter More, Esq. of Benenden ; the line of separation cros- 
sing the moat and the foundations of the old mansion. Thal^ 
part of MoaUands to which the manorial rights are annexed^ 
is now in the possession of the Rev. John Cramer Roberts, 
of Glassenbi;ry, and the other is vested in the proprietor 
of Broad-Oak, John Hooker, Esq. 

Beside the above, are the manors of Stocks-hill and Stud- 
more, and that of Catlets alias Salmon. 

The CuvacH, consisting of a nave, side aisles and transept, 
is dedicated to All Saints, and contains several notices of the 
families of Roberts and Courthope : there is also a neat and 
appropriate mural monument on the north side of the nave to 
ooe of Ihe Harpers of Broad Oak; and an injscription for Eli-, 
zabeth, wife ^ Georga Fane, Esq. of Tudely^ date 1566. 
Xhis was formerly but a chapel to the church of Yalding, with 
which it was given, ^in pure and perpetual alms,' to the Pri« 
ory of Tunbridge, by Richard de Clare, Earl of Hertford, toge- 
ther with the manor of Barnes, still appendant. The present 
patron is George Courthope, Esq. in whose family it has con- 
tinued several generations. 

▼irtaes ; that these should have proved insnfficieBt to disarm the siq»entitions 
wrath of his sovereign, cannot be matter of surprise, when it is remembered 
*ikat ignorance is sooner cured than superstition* and that Mary, though- igno- 
rant to a degree, was much more remarkable for her bigotry. "He was an 
open, generous, and honest nan; a lover of tmth and an enemy to falshood 
afid «apefsfiti9n:.he was gende and modieratc in his temper; and thoQglh^ 
heartily zealous in the cause of the reformation, yet a friend to the persons of 
those who most strenuously opposed it ; he wa& a great patron of learning and 
the universities, a very learned man himself and author of several works." 
It is no small addition to his fiame to add, that he was the intimate and con* 
Mnitlal (ri^ of £R4sanj«^ 
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' APEIi appears to be a corruption of the word Chapel^ tot 
so no doubt it was originally called, from its being but a 
Chapelrjl io tbe neighbouring parish of Tudely ; though as, to 
its civil jurisdiction, it is considered a distinct parish of itself. 

It is obscurely situ&ted in a wdody tract andl but of small 
extent : its surface for the most part low And flat, abounding 
with ponds, and watered besides on the east sLnd west by two 
small streams, which fall into the Medway opposite to fiadlow, 
and at the distance of about three quarters of a mile from each 
other. The church or rather chapel stands on a gentle rise near-* 
ly in the center of the parish, and about a mile south of the river: 
the surface soil of this small eminence is light and friable, on 
a substratum of sand stone, and the rest, or low grounds, a 
deep miry clay, the hedge-rows broad, and filled with spread- 
ing oaks. On the south, it is bounded by the plirish of Pern- ^ 
bury and the south-frith woods, and on the north by the river 
Medway which divides it from Hadlow. 

Hasted observes, it is a place ^'but little known or frequen* 
ted," and further that owing to the number of large spreading 
oaks, it is exceedingly gloomy. These remarks are not wide 
of the truth, tho' it must be confessed that some little 
improvement has taken place in its general character within 
these few years ; and if the gloominess of its appearance is to 
be ascribed wholly to the number of trees within its boundary, 
it may fairly be presumed, judging from the increasing de-, 
mand for oak timber, that it is not likely, long to labour 
under this disadvantage; but the fact is, that Capel, and 
indeed the Weald generally, is rather more objectionable on 
account of the smallness of its enclosures, which commonly 
are too confined, either on the score of beauty or profit. 

^^The manor and borough of Hadlow^ in Tonbridgey cUiai' 
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oyer that part of this parish which is withia the /ozvy, here 
called the borough ^ Hadlow Capel." 

^^Tatlingbukt is a manor in this parish, which appears by ' 
the book of Knight's fees, taken in the reign of Bong Ed- 
ward I. to have been part of the possessions of the prior and> 
convent of .Tunbridge; with whidi it was surrendered up in 
King Henry the eighth's rei^ and was given by the King in hii 
17th year, towards the endowment, of Cardinal Wolsey'f 
College, at Oxford, (Christ-church) but that great prelate be« 
ing cast in 9^ prtBrnunire, four years afterwards ; all the posses- 
sions of the college, which for want of time had not been 
firmly settled on it, became forfeited to the crown, from 
whence this manor was afterwards granted to tlie elder branch 
of the. family of Fane, settled at Badseli. in the adjoining 
parish of Tudeley, who became Earls of Westmoreland, the 
last of whom, John Earl of Westmoreland, died in 1763^ 
since which it has with Mereworth and the rest of his estatet 
in this county, at length come by the limitations of his will^ 
to, the Right Hon. Thomas Lord le Despencer, the present 
owner." 

The chapel (dedicated to St. Thomas ▲ Beckgt) is a small, 
homely buildiog, possessing little to attract attention. The 
body of it was wholly rebuilt of brick not many years since^ 
but the chancel remains nearly in its original state and posses-- 
ses evident claims to antiquity; at the west end is a tower, 
having a small spire on it. The church-yard contains one of 
the largest Yew trees in the county. 

The rectory of Capel, with the chapel belonging to it, was 
antiently part of the possessions of the Knights hospitallers^ 
by whom it was annexed to the jurisdiction of their preceptory 
of West Peckham. 

"In the 22d of King Henry VII. the prior and brethren 
of that hospital, let to ferm to Sir Thomas Starkey, chaplain, 

H 
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tke^ clitpel, commoBty ealled€apel, togc^cfr i^itli all tylh^^ 
lands and appurtenances (woods offid tmdeiFwoods only except- 
^) to liold for his life, he Mng beitfeAced in St, pBUflhg the 
yearly rent of fortj shilf in|SB to the prior, and duly sorting^ 
either ^y himself, or by Sbme iihle emmtis in his tffead, the 
iWre of the chapel, and the parfshibners of h^ %nd further, 
that he should repair and nfaintaiti the maniis^on of it, and the 
barn and little irti^le belonghig to It tn a ^crmering of fttrav, 
irfth ether covenants thereki motioned." 

<<On the dissolution of the order of Knightli hoiipitallers, in 
the 92d year of King HefOry Yltl. by ati act specially passed 
for the purpose, their lands and rerenues ^Tere giren to the 
Khig, who that year demised this rectory and diapel of Oipel, 
belonging to the preceptory or commandry olT IVckham, otli^r- 
"^isie called the Chmtry MagisfrtHe^ together with the miansion, 
and all the messuages, tythes, lands, 9tc. helonging to it, to 
Sir John Baker, at the yearly rent of fonr pounds; after 
which, the fee of this rectory, with the ad^wson of the 
chapel, seems to hare been granted to Sir Ralph Fahe, and 
he in the 37th year of the same reign, alienated it to Thomas 
Stone, of Hadlow, ^oman." 

It somo- time afterwards, ca^e iilto the possession of the 
olrners of Tatlingbury, with which manor, it has descended 
to the Slight Hon. Thomas Lord le Despencer. 

CHART MAGNA which lies principally on the southern 
range of the hills, usually caUed the Quarry hilh^ is parUg> 
within the Weald; the line of demarcation, passing the 
cbuFoh in a direction nearly east, and west. In the time of 
^e Saxons it was called Sehberte^ or S^berten Chert, and m 
l)omesday Certh. . It is north-eastward of Bethersden, and oa 
t|ie turnpiUe road from that place to Ashford. 

^^Tbe country in the immediate Ticinity of Chart, is mqch 
more open and cheerful than in the neighbourhood of Bethers- 
den, or in most of those parts which lie below the hill more to 
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ti>e westward; from th# elevated position of the Tillag«^ the 
x'W'Ws from it on etthor sidQ ar^ comparatiyely exteoslrei; and 
tl^>llgh the forescape is not rich in wood, or embellished with 
nxxy sirikisig objects of i^rt, the scei^ery is not Yoid of inteiest 
or picturesque beauty. According to tradttioii this place was 
QUfiB of nmch greater extent a^d coasequence ; and from its 
decay the now jQioun»hiiig town el Ashlbrd, is said, to owp 
its origin ; * though were it not for the tcadition, which for t|be 
honor of Chaat hae been thus carefully preseryed, wo shojild 
naturally be led to foitm » very contrary coodnsion. Wh|le 
Ashfoid has become rich and populous, flourishing in tm4fi 
and rendered gay and lively by the resort of military, the eon« 
sequence of its barm^s ; the other, once equally, or M09e 
important, we now see reduced t<^ an inconsiderable village, 
Yit<bont a sh9g\e^ vestige of antiquity u^ scaree any proof of il^ 
former coasequMiCes bnt vhait resits on the ya^eand uacertiMii 
Jiasas of oral tiadlt)on. 

y^Uke the neighboMrIng parisbe», in the Weald, Gebav 
C^AM,Tf popsessffs teit Utt)4f timber or mnderwoed : the soil o>i 
the hild IS ft clayey le(BA» ecift.sHb6trat.em of rag stcmoaodiii tUs 
jdistssct (sov|thwa«d) it ia poiie stiff and tenacious ; the pariih is 
watered on the north by a bistneh oi the Stour, and on tl|e 
south by a small rivulet which rising near Goldwell, shapes its 
course westward, forming a tributary stream to the river Beulf;, 
and t$Uimateljf to the Ddedway.-f' 

I{ S 

• **Tb/B iahabitaiitiftaye a tradition here, that Great Chart was oace a ^ 
iiMre GOQsiidcrable place than, at prownt^ haying had a. great street of homes 
on the east sidet >» the soad whU:h goes up by Swgleton to the top of the hU^, 
where there haye been many houses in the memory of man. The ruins of the 
market-boqse were to be seen in the field where the fair is now kept, oyer 
against the chnrcb, which probably was but a kind of chapel, when this town 
was burnt down by the Danes, and then AsHFonD began to rise and grow out 
of the ruins of it.'* Hasted vol. 7. p. 497. 

f This parish is watered by the separate Iwads of Ae rfver Mwway aiid 
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The following mstances of longeyfty are recorded as proofs 
of the healthiness of this place ; Captain Nicholas Toke, who 
died at the age of 93, with his four predecessors, successfye 
owners of Godington, are said coUectirely to hare numbered 
490 years. And the joint ages of four persons of the name of 
Engeham who Succeeded each other in the estate of Singleton, 
amounted to 329 years ; the two first 79 years each, the third 
85, and the fourth 86 years. 

A Tiolent shock of an earthquake was felt h^re in the night 
of the 1st of May, 1580,* which much alarmed the inhabi* 
tants. 

The manor of Great Chart as early as the reign of King 
Cenulf (799) was annexed to the possessions of Christ church, 
Canterbury, being granted by that Prince, towards the cloath* 
Ing of the monks on that establishment (ad vestimenium fMn*" 
chorum.) In the. 10th of Edward II. a grant oi free warren 
was obtained ; and in the 25th of Henry YI. the priytlege of 
bolding a weekly market, and a fair annually on Lady-day, 
(now held on the 5th of April.) On the dissolution of the pri* 
cry of Christ church in the reign of Henry VIII. this Manor 
was by that monarch settled on the dean and chapter of 
Canterbury, who still retain in their own hands the manorial 

. <he Stour, &c/' Hasted Mr. Hasted is gtneraUy inaccarrate in bis de» 

tcriptions of the streams which water the Weak!, and moie particalafly s» 
on this occasion. — He may have been partly led into tAis error by Dr. Harrfa, 
who says, *'near a place in this parish called Goldwell, rises one of the beads 
of the MtdKoy.** But the spring which rises near Gk>ldwell might with near- 
ly equal propriety be called a head of the TkrAMES, or even the Sea : and as 
Ibr a head of the Stour, no such thing can noio be found in this parish, 

« This date is agreeable to Mr. Hasted and Dr. Harris, yet it is probab* 
]y erroneous as no mention of it has been found elsewhere: bnt, on the 
6th of April in the same year, an earthquake is on record, which was felt 
at several places in Kent, as at Sandwich, Dover, &c. and at the same 
lime nofUl fikay at Qreat Chart. 
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rights, but the demesne lands are leased to the companj of 
Haberdashers. 

Chelmington and Sbikcleton are two estates here^ which 
formerly had owners of the same naAie; of whom John CheU 
mington and Henry de Singlieton were among the persons of 
note, whose effigies in aimoar were formerly exhibited in the 
window of the north chancel of this church. At the manor 
court of Ghelmington (which has been now long disused) a 
borsholder for that borough was annually chosen, but this 
appointment is now made at the court of Chabt Manor. The 
former is the property of Hooker Bartelot, Esq. and tbe 
latter held in trust by the company of Haberdashers for the 
support of the hospital at Hoxton, called Aske's hospital : to 
which also the reputed manor of Bucksfobh in this parish 
belongs. 

Hie Manor of Goldwell which soon after the conquest 
was among the possessions of the bishop of Baieux (as appears 
by the record of Domesday) and subsequently of a family who 
assumed the name of Goldwell, lies on the quarry hills about 
a mile westward of Chart church. In the family of Goldwell, 
this estate remained upwards of four centuries: Sir John 
Goldwell who possessed it in the reign of King John, is 
mentioned as a commander of considerable note ; James Gold« 
well was Bishop of Norwich and principal secretary to 
Edward IV. and Thomas Goldwell was made Bishop of St* 
Asaph in 1555. In the reign of James I. it was alienated 
by John Goldwell the last of the family at this place. 

The Earl of Thanet is the present owner of this estate, 
which is diTided into two farms called the great and little 
Goldwell. - 

In the church (dedicated to the Virgin Mary) are still 
numerous brasses, though seyeral have been purloined from 
their situations by the hand of wantonness; among the latter 
are those which formerly ornamented the old altar tomb be- 
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irw^m the chancel and the north diapel, in memory of Willhua 
de Goldwell and Alice his* wife, the parents of the l^hop of 
Norwich, above mcntionad, by whom it 8eem» this edifice was 
tepaired or iptatly relHi9i; and whose portrait, says Weever, 
was ift the east window, kneeling^ and in ev&tj quarry a 
golden well, and these words, Jaeobo Goldwelle Epi^cogm 
Hwneitxn . • qui . . • • opii» fitndavU Ann. ChrwUf 
M. €C€€, LXXVil. He <&d in 1499w The chantry found, 
edin the sowth chancel at tiie altar of the Holy Trinity, and 
4£ssolted In the 1st of Edward VI. is ascribed to the Bishop 
otf Korwieh, but in Cbke's ^entries it is said to faare been 
founded by Nichokis Goldwell, Clerk. On the paTemoit la 
the north chapel, the principal burial place of the Toke^j of 
Crodftagton,^ are several cttriow brasses;, at the end of the 

• One of the principal estates in this parish, is GoDiBTGTOir, which with 
Wortmg Farm belongs to the fiMnity of Toke. Oodkigtoii lies- on the noHh 
fid* of tike Qoarry hiUs, korderias •■ the pariah of Jiahftird^ and oo^if- 
^iiea^y. beyond the bound^y of the W^ald. Tl|e family oi Toke in whote 
possession this estate has Femained since the time, of Henry V II. and who 
originally becaine entitled to it» by intermarriage with the jfamily of Gold- 
well, are supposed to be descended from Le Sire de Touque, a folfower 6f 
the ConqaeBor; but the first on reeord in the pedigrees of the funily Is 
Itobevt dn Tbke wiho was paeaent with Henry liL at the battle of Nortk- 
apipl^ 19 1264. ^t>ba if hor «ipcef4^ his iat|i^r hei« in the tifie 9f 
^acy VIL wa^ empl09e4 by that j^nce to deliver a message to tl^ 
French. King, and as.a reward for his expedition and diligence, was honored 
with an additional Coat of Arms, which is still borne by the family. l''roia 
1663 to 1680, Godington was hi the possession of Captain NichrtaB TolfM^ 
Who has baen before noticed Ibr hl| great age, bat who ii^moratenMrl^le 
Jir kanng ^m^Jiim «ol9<>i i»9i4 who #t 4^e. giwt agi? ci Q^wOk^fytm 
Chart to London for the purpose of paying his addresses to the sizthl ! ^ 
.wl^olci. l^i^Sth portrait of himapd h\^ fifth wife, Diana, daughter of the Earl 
of Winchelsea, are in the hall here, and said to be the production of Come* 
lius Jansen. Two of his successors have been, sheriffs of the eomity Tt».- lit- 
bholks, bis nephew aad bev, wbokepthii shrievalty bese in laSSi, and Msa 
Vako.w^ aBraBd.lkato9ccjft 1110^,1^ I»«4if<»^. f«si#og 1^ Caa^rbwfi^ 
having left the posaession of this seat to his eldest son' Nicholas Roundell 
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nmtdk aisle Hre thotfe m llwMoiy t>f ThotaiM Tira8d€ii.««d 
ttanet his ivife ; Mid in tbe naye, a slitb inlaid irkh 4g«rts m 
Israts lor Willian Sliaipe ^et ^u$ qmnque comortet.^ Caf taS* 
Nickoks Tokd lies buried in the chaneel with hU five wiveall 
Tlie windows of thiis church were formerly vmdi eunched wtdi 
stained glass, but little now remaina^ and that so awtilatBd and 
transposed, as to Conrej but little idea of what was originally 
designed. In the lower north window were originally, aqcord- 
hig to Weeyer, sixteen figures of men kneeling, ten of which 
remained in Philipott- s time^ in the midst of them were two 
priests ; the former are supposed to hare been the portraitureisi 
of the chief proprietors of lands in the parish and principaT 



Tvhe, £aq. VflaUt Joho Toke, Esq. resided at Godin^ton he modemizei 
the north front and made several other considerable alterations to the hoose^ 
bat the eastern front was suffered to retain its original character. The 
windows to the staircase, (which is carioasly carted), contani nrach stained 
^lasB, displaying tiie aims,, qnarterings and allianoes of the faiaiify, €0t« 
lected from different parts of the building, and in the drawing loon wft 
ftain, which is wainscoted with oak, is exhibited 'the exercise and mansefn-. 
rrcs of the antient militia' disposed in compartments ronnd the upper part 
of the room. — Hasted says, '* there was a vineyard at Crodington in Captain 
Nichcdas Toke^ time, ft-om which was made wine of an extrao^ibary ilne 
soitaiidllanroar." And refen to the Archaaologia yol. I. p. 326, and yol^ 
III. p. ftSl, f(Mr a disoooiae on the iatroduclioa and progress of the viae m 
BretaUi. 

In the month of June 1811, the following singular memorial was placed 
te Ihrwiith side of the road oppasiie ta the ehnrchi *' Ui HeBiory of Afta 
Wcst^ widowaf tins parish, died Bfefdh 10th, 1800; aged ^ yean. 

Hie reverend Rector being a hard, 
AuUerly^ rigedrnMikj 
Within the walls of his church-yard 
He will not let me stand ; 
Unless a fee be paid to him. 
Two shillings apd two pounds; 
'So to the memory of a friend, 
I, here am now sit down* 
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oontributoTB towards the erection of the diatch. The partoa* 
age house, which is rather pleasaatly situated on the south, 
side of the hill, and about a quarter of a mile westward of the 
diurch, has attached to it about Weke acres of glebe land. 
In this parish, says Dr. Harris, ^^ the Archbishop of Gknter^. 
bury had anciently a mansion house.." 

CHART SUTTON alias Chart by Sutton, was among 
the numerous possessions of the Bishop of Baieux ; equally re- 
markable for his wealth, his pride, and unbounded ambition. 
After his disgrace and the general confiscation o( his property, 
Baldwin de Betun, Earl of Aibermarle, lord of the manor of 
Sutton Valence, became possessed of this manor, which since 
that time has been annexed to the former, and together hare 
descended in a like succession of ownership. The mansion 
house called Chart Place, is situate near the^ church and was 
erected about the year 1708, by Sir C|)ristopher DesbouTorie 
on a spot purchased for that purpose. . The house has lately 
undergone considerable repair and a Teranda has been added as 
a protection from the sun and rain, to which from its elevated 
situation and aspect it is particularly exposed. At the time of 
the survey of domesday, there appears fo have b^n here, ac« 
cording to that record ^^three arpends of vineyard" a proof, a* 
SBong many that the vine was formerly cultivated in 'this coun- 
ty, in the open ground;* and probably with considerable 

* '^The mentian made in the reeord of domesday of the three arpeads «f 
vineyard in this parish, ought not to be passed by unnoticed here, this being 
one of several instances of there having been vineyards in this county in very 
early times. I mean plantations of the grape vine ; for I can by no means 
acquiesce in the conjecture, that vime universally meant plantations of applet 
and pears, at least so far as relates to this county, where the latter were not 
introduced at the time, nor for some time after the taking of the survey of 
domesday. This opinion is further confirmed by the instance of Hamo, Bish- 
op of Rochester,, who, when Edward II. in his 19th year, was at Bocking^ 
fold, in this county, sent that prince a gift both of wine and grapes, from his 
Tiaeyard at Halluig, near Rochester, the episcopal palace where he the* re- 
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wmeiesi m dds ]^ce, the BeH end aspect erf the lend ita ttm hH^ 
aontbirftid of the chntch^ being t»i^l uppeunnoe wlnlflM^ 
mited t9 its enlteire. 
ThisplBce in die reeeid «liot0 nmttotted is o^ted CefA, It 
. Ike chteflj en the range ef liHs which form the nerthem boH«* 
daiy of the Weald,, adjofanng to the parishes ef ftitften ValeMi^y 
Boaghton Monchelsea, Langley, &c. the vilhige being dilCaHt 
freia Maidstone abont four miles. 

. The following are the principal estates in tliis parish— « 
Blo&TaaiPLacBbelopgingtx>ljord Barham; WAitTKnsFou.Tt# 
Robert Jjord Oaglej; Almkurt GrRSi:« to Christopher Rarfef$ 
Esf . and Lestxb Lonovte Mm. A. M. Dtenttf^ relict of th0 
IhleReF. W. Disney, D. D. Rector of Plackley, with j^e^r^ 
asBtt 1e James Smjth, Esq* (descended from Robert, seoond soii 
of the Rey. Jolm Smyth and Anne Filmer his .^itt) who now' 
resides her^ ; he married Charlotte daughter of Clement T^« 

I 



sided. These vintfyards being also mesttiired by the arpBttd, tfl6 sftintf mea* 
•are thatd^imially nere in Fnuioe, dicfwa that when the vine was brought 
from thence <iedcttIHvat«d here, ihe lame kind of measure was continued to 
the^plantadjons of thenf, a measure dilferent frOm that of any other kind of 
land. Sir Robert Atkins^ ie Ms history of Oloocestenhire, has indeed gi« 
yen two Inirtan^ from records in the reigns of King John and King ^<)^aid " 
tl. if> prove the contrary, which might suit exceeding well with the Ian* 
gwge of bis eonntrymen, and the bleak county of Gloucester^ wbere the gntpe« 
vine had nevef ' been seen, ami lbs. bn(y be«ttrage was that ai the appleafl# 
pear, which they had dignified with the appellation of wine. In my me* 
mory there have been two fttctiwliiy fine ^rlaeyalrds in this county, one at 
Tunbridge Castle, and the other at Hall-place, in Banning, near Maidstonei 
ftnnt which, (laanHticsrof exceeding good and well flavored wine have been 
produced. This parish of Chart amqAg fibers in the ^ame sifiH^ieD, «p tl^ 
side of the quarry hills, Is peculiarly adapted to the planting of vines, as 
well from the warm and nutritive quality of the soil, as its genial aspect^ 
b^iiig'eift(k«ly-sheltei«dfn)m the nortfir and east, and'feiCla^ the south oathe 
declivity of thehilL" Hasted^s HUtory, voL 5. p. 363, 4. 
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Ipr, Esq. hy whom he has four sons and six daughters.* The 
greater part of the old manor-house of Lested has been taken 
down; the hall, now used as a kitchen and about six rooms are 
all that remain. The present front was erected about a can* 
tnij since* There are ser^ral old family portraits, tw» of 
which, (Dean BaigniTe and his wife), are said to be the prodoc* 
tions of Cornelius Jansen. 

The church dedicated to St. Michael was, not many years 
since, rebuilt after designs of Mr. Henry Holland, Architect, 
hanng been destroyed by lightning, in the morning of the 23d 
of April, 1770; a few years before, it was struck by light* 
ning, but at that time, sustained no material injury. The mA* 
Towson of the Ticarage Is resenred by the dean and chapter of 
Rochester; the parsonage is at present leased to William 
Goleman, Esq. of Angley-house in Cranbrook. 

On the south side of the cemetery, is the following inscrip* 
Uon to the memory of Ann, wifb of Thomas Damant. 

Enongh, cold stone, suffice, her lonj^ knred nam* 
Words are too weak to pay her virtiie's daimi 
Temples, and tombs, and tongues, shall waste away. 
And power's Tain pomp, in mouldering dust decay i 
But ere mankind a wife more perfect tee 
Eternity, O timet shall bury thee. 

At the east end of the yard, is a headstone to the memories 
of Richard Bigg, the elder and younger, and under the age and 
time of the decease of the latter, this laconic notice, 

'Saved by giaee alone* 

CHIDIN6ST0NE adjoins to Penshutst on the west, and hi 
the Tesiui Roffensis is called Cidingstjenc. 

• For the pedigraes of this fiunily, see Her. Vistn. co. Kent aaiio Wft. 

and 1663. 
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This parish which lies wholly within the Weald, is about six 
miles lit length, and On the arerage two in breadth, It is bound* 
ed on the south, by that branch of the Medway, which has its 
rise at Grarely hill, in Sussex, and directing its course east* 
ward dlTides the two counties. It is also watered by the river 
Eden, which crossing the center of it, unites with the former 
at Penshurst: northward^ of the rirer Eden the country is much 
covered with wood, and in these parts are situated Sharp's 
Place, Boar Place, and nesirer the foot of the hill, Boars-Hill, 
usually called BowselUGrate, which latter names among others 
of the same import in the neighbourhood, Hasted concludes, 
originated in the number of wild boars, which antiently infes* 
ted this part of the country. 

Chidlngstone though it possesses many essentials of scenic 
beauty, as a varied and diversified surface, wood, water, and 
some few interesting objects of art ; is still wanting in effect ; 
its influence on a stranger is not pleasing, and this is aggrava- 
ted by the general badness of the roads. As an improvement, 
in this latter respect, a private road has lately been made by 
Mr. Streatfield, from his house to near the village of Pens« 
hurst, but this though of great importance to the proprietor of 
High-street-house, and to those who may have the privilege of 
-making use of it as a carriage way, or even bridle road; is 
but of little consequence to the public who have merely the 
right of footway. A good turnpike road from Penshurst 
through Chidingstone, and Hever to Eden-bridge, is much 
wanted, but the greatest possible improvement to the neigh« 
bourhood, would be the carrying fully into effect, the act 
made in the 13th of George II. for rendering navigable the 
river Medway as far as Forest-row in Sussex. The powers 
already vested in the proprietors of the Medway navigation 
are fully sufficient for the purpose, without any farther ap* 
peal to parliament, and when we consider the facilities which 

12 
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k ofinrsy tfc^ donipamtivcljr tvifliiig exp^ice ^f cairfkif it itito 
ekeottticm, itod tbe great khportanee of sudk a meMure to tMM 
ptiri bf the country, it must foe matter of «arprise that it 
should 80 long haVe remained unaccomplished. The tenacity! 
ef the 8oil^ which for the most pait is a fctrotig deep dliay^ 
uenibeTs the land gen^^aily inerj moist^ but this is by no sieaiii 
peculiar to Chidingstone^ as it Is the Common coutttioh of th# 
lower ^rouiids throughout this district; the soil in Mch citua^ 
tibns being almost invilLriiLhly the same. The Tillage of Chid^ 
ingstone is placed on an emiUBnce about a mile southward of 
the Hirer EAen, aiid from its elerated situation ^ usually called 
High*street, and the «eat of the elder branch of the Stretttftehi 
family which stands near it, High^reetiJu>m&* 

In the view of this seat and grounds iu Harrises History- of 
Kent, the tad taste of those days fo rendered sttik^ly mai^ 
festj where 

*' Grove qods at groTe, each alley l^s a hrother* 
Add half the platfonn just reflects the other." 

This. fashion^ the spurious offspring of ftataTiau parents^ 
but nurtured and matured by the folly of our own country^ 
men, was so prevalent in the time of William III. and indeed 
loi^ after, that scarce a place of any consequence whfitever in 
the kingdom but had in some measure suffered under its des- 
tructiye influence. Thanl^s to our better stars, . iJlis mania 
has lon^ since subsided; and common sense again assumed ita 
empire ^ no longer,^ 

''Ifhe snATerlng eye, faivefted nature stes,** 

but even where deprived of theassfiitlitnce *f art, itha§ t^ 
boast the negative advantage at least, of b^hg exempt frMi 
the torturing pronetidss of Diiteh tast^. Pop^ verjf justlf. 
obserFes^ 
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Andsontetbiiij; prfvious e'en to ta§t« 'tia Scates 

Good sense, which only is the gift of heaven. 
And tho* no science, fairly wortH the seven. 

' To teiiiriit The oid hdmM ii now otferly fetfroved, «id on tbe 
•dtH, a lurgfe tastelhited stone building lm» teen eUBcted hf • 
the present proprietor, which will wdt mfiier l^f a cdmpaiisiHl 
#Uh kny dth€ir domestic building wkfatti the Weald. The 
style ^f woklleetVTO hks beitai judlttMisly chosea, ih^ aitaAn 
#bii H ^atttfally f^odj add if some litible liiiprat«iiil!tit«.krd 
iiaNle it Ihegvodndt which it is trmied w'ill ire the c««r^ thil 
a^at Is l&ety U becofneanf i^ect <^ general adndnLtkni. 

Besides the Tllkge of Chidhtgstes*, tliis parlsli eontakn 
#iiMbks boendarf sef^fal smail handetl, as Wi(^|iff8t-gffee% 
B<^4>«aehj liilUheiitti^ Cstreys^crost) Ranesk^rheath and 
etfaeii* Hie parish wto f^rmerlf dHyided into fiiD mmnm^ 
ike mttnx^ <if€hidmg$tme GM^mj a«d the isaaor of C9Udi9^^ 
ston Burghersh. 

€aimifia9f(Biift Cobkah w«s fonm^rlf a mittor of the Lords 
GcOlhan, frbm wiuws H f)asSM to Ihe Borofigftr^ or But^hs of 
Gaimib^rtmgh In lincoliishire, of whom Thomas Lord Burgly^ 
w4s the hist possessor; w4io, abumt the 98th of Queen 
Elizabeth, was from the tircottstaBee of baTiug expeaded 
lai^e samsin iSie Queen^s senrioe^ |MsessltaCed te^ alienate Ihhl 
Miuor^ aslilso tfaat.of Tyhnrst^ 

The other, Chidingstone Burghersh, so called froifit i0 
former . owners, after passing thxongh a Tari^ty of possessors 
came to the tVUtoughb^s^ (a younger branch of the X^ord 
yriUoughby of Parhiun) the original of whom in thii^kingdom 
w^s Sir John de Wiiloughby, a Norman Knight, on whom 
the cpnqueror bestowed the lordship of Willoughby in Lin« 
colnshire. ' 

Bore-Place, before mentioned, with the appendant manoj 
of Milbroke;} was as early as the reign of Hepry IIL the estato 
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of a famOj who assumed the same samame, and adopted a 
Boar for its arms : In this family it continued until the reign 
of Henrj VI. when (hj purchase) it became the property of 
John Alphew, who rebuilt the house* 

Tke whole of these estates are now the property of H. Streat- 
field, Esq. of Higb-street house^ in whose family they have 
been for several generatioiis. 

The church (dedicated to St. Mary) is a respectable build* 
log, but possessing little to entitle it to particular attention ; 
it has three aisles and three chancels, with a tower*steeple at 
the west end which challenge #omtf notice; Harbis, speaking 
of it says ^4t is the cleanest piece of work I have seen any 
where in Kent" but of the exact meaning of this expression it 
is not easy to conjecture. In the lAthyear of King Edward 
I. this church was yalued at thirty marcs and according to the 
cofnmtfMon of enquiry ^ taken in 16fiO it was returned that in 
Chidingstone there was a parsonage, with a house and five a^ 
cres of land. 

The chapel on the north side called Bore-place" chapel, was 
built by Sir Robert Read, in 1516, and dedicated to St. Ca- 
thebikb; in it he founded a chantry, by deed dated 1517. 
. The church Contains numerous memorials, principally of the 
Streatfield family, the most antient of which is that to the me* 
mory of iiUchard Streatfield of Cransted, date 15S4. The in- 
scription in black letter, is on a brass plate in the middle 
ajsle. 

COWDEN. Southward of Herer lies Cowden, which in 
the Textus Roffensis, is written Cudena. 

This small parish is situated at the south west comer of the 
county, adjoins to Sussex on the south, and on the west to the 
county of Surry ; from the former it is separated by a stream 
of the Medway, which rises at Grayely-hill in that county, 
whence directing its course eastward, it forms the southern 
bbundary of this parish, and unites with the principal stream 
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at Penshurst. From the badness of the roads In this neighbour- 
kood, Cowden is a place but little known, it has no turnpike 
road through it, nor indeed is it likely to have while the 
materials necessarj to form a good road are so difficult of at* 
tainment. To obviate this incouTenience, it is only necessary te 
carry fully into effect the act made in the 13th of Geoige II. 
and of which notice has already been taken (see Chiding-' 
stone) but to which measure there appears a degree of 
objection, which it is difficult satisfactorily to account for* 
The soil is here a deep clay, and from its retentive property, 
the lands are for the greater part of the year, extremely wet 
and miry. The village (on the eastern side of which is the 
church) stands on elevated ground, a little removed from the 
stream,* the course of which has been above described. 

A fair b held here on the second of August for Cattle and 
Pedlary ware. 

According to Kllbume, a small quantity of land, and two 
houses in this parish were in his time reputed to He within 
the hundred of Axtane, but more probably as Hasted observes^ 
in that of Ruxley, as being perhaps a small part of the borough 
of Linkhill, parcel of that hundred. 

The Manor or Cowden, was antiently part of the posses- 
iiona of Agnes de Montacute, who made a gift of all her 
demesne in Cuden, and in Hertfield in Sussex, together with 
ether property to the convent of Michelham, in Sussex, being 
a priory of Black Canons, founded by Gilbert de Aquiia, 
early in the reign of Henry III. and dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity, f whose possessions in this place were augmented by 
Ae liberality of Sir Walter de Letton, and Gunnora his wife^ 



« This itMaBi it appean was ancieDtly called Kent Water. 

f Tan. Mon. p. 5€2. but according (o HarriF, this manor, &c. on the 
mppression of the lesser religious establishments, formed part of the posses- 
lof tt;e college of Ungfield in Sorry. 
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"wlio gave them all hh lands called Ghrcggedond^ ki Cndcd*- 
On the disMlution of this pricyty about ilie tttli of fimrf Vill; 
its possessions were giren up to the King, and m the same ^ eaf> 
he granted to Thomas Lord Gronnrell this manor of Cmsi^m^ 
#ho in the 53d year of the same reign, exohanged hi«fHi^«Mt-' 
sion here for other lands with the Earl of Anindet. % f%i# 
estate was divided in the reign of King Charles^ I. bdweea tWd^ 
Brothers of the nainfe of Wickenden. Om moiety ie now iff 
the possession of H. Streaifieid, Esq. of Chidingstene, and th« 
other is become the property of James Hatbroc, £sq«. ^ Thib 
matior is now called th^ m^mor 0/ jE«izi0iMaM, but on whsil^ 
iccoiemf , it is not easy to conjeetart. 

' A eourt baron was anciently hdld for this/maaior^ bvt hat 
been long discontinued. 

■ CowDsy Leigh'ton is another matter herey whose andfent 
owners were surnamed Leighton, these were succeeded by th# 
Gobhams of Sierborough) as the kt^ were by the ftnnily of 
Borot^gh or Borgh, of whom, the last was Sir Thomas BonI 
tough, Lord Burgh, whose n06essitf«» kkdnced him to alienattf 
ii to 'Henry Sitre»ifiield, Esq. in which fkmily it is at preseniA 

The Moat called otherwise Cosms from itt former pos># 
sessors, is a nteinor ^nd andeot se^t 11^ the paorish of Cowdlen, 
Aow in the possession of the Hof * Francis Woedga^, Redwia 
^Mountfield, InSusileix. . ' • 

Waystrodb alias We&kooady and now oomnumly caileil 
» • ' ' • - ' . . 

:|^ By the advice of Cromwelithekhig obtniJed^ many of the estMH, late 
B^loiigiiig to the noaasteries, qn thft ndliles aiid othera/ in cxchaoge fiir tlicir 
^n l^nds, in Older t(^b|pd th^m moft fiiaply agaiifst tipe f^-^tal4Ubi|i0ia ef 
fuch bouses, and of the papel power. (Hasted vol. 3. p. 204.) 

Henry took an effectual method of interesting the nobility and gentry in 
the success of bis measnre* ; be either made' a giflt of Iherevenuet of convents 
to his favorites and courtiers, or sold them at low prices, or exchanged them 
for other lands on very disadvanta{;eous terins. HttmeV England vol. 4. 
p. 133. ' ■ ' ' * 
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Y«t yfoon ir an esbte here, situ&ted ftbotii h&ir A ih\U nftUlik 
Hn^stwftrd of the churchy and i^sLs formerly adeoiiiited a nda^dr.' 
k had ownerii antiently of the name of Waygtrade with ^om^ 
it continued tmtil the bcgdining of the t^ o^ King lien«^ 
ly yi. when it was alienated to May; fikim n^faom it pes^ieA 
l»y sale tb the StWhy whb possessed it for some gencfratlons; 

l%eiw iff another sfnali manor hi thli pansrh Whkh froth it# 
name^ St. Jofi^!r*8,>aU«8 th# manor of St. John of Jerusaleni^ 
most probably belonged to the Knights of that order at some 
remote period* ' 

The colleg^e of Lingfield in Surry, held an estate in this 
fSLXishj called Cold Jlle^m^ whicb King Henry VIII. in hia 
Bdth' year granted to Thomas Cawafdehy iff hold t» a^ebf 

The church (dedicated to St. Mart Magdalen) possesses 
&ut few claims to notice, its exterior is mean, and within it 
contains nothing to gratify the curitnts. In the l$th of Bd4 
wi^ Ii this reetory was v«lued at fifteen marcs. And ac^i' 
6oitdifig ixf the cammission of enquir^^ taken by order of thi 
6tate in I65d, ' it was returned, t^hAt in Cowden there was ^ 
parsonage bouse and three jscres of glebe land, which wUl^ 
the tithes thereto belonging, were worth 831. per aKmtm, and 
thcin in the patronage of the Barl of Leicester. 

*Aie' pre^eht patron and incutiibent is the Ret. Thom&f 
ftatVey, L. L. B. 

CRANBftOOlt, 

UsnnUy (E«*eeteed thi^ priheipa! tdWn in the Weald'of Kent^- 
ik chiefly reinarkable as having been ^ce the center of the 
clothing trade, which was here parried on to a considerable 
octent for several centuries; and not whoUy remoTed frona 
henee^nntii within these 40yealrs. The cioths made at this plaetf 
iMie ttneh in repute, as a^jpeairsbj/^the'folloWinj^ ob^erralion^ 

k: 
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of Dr. Harris,* who ffx^aking of thifl manufacture, says, ^'mA 
for this Cranbrooke hath beon a long while famous, especially 
for strong durable broad cloths of very good mixtures and coi* 
lours." Thb trade was originally introduced here through the 
policy of Edward III.+ who having witnessed while in Flan* 
ders the advantages accruiog to the Netherlands 'from their ex« 
toisive wooileii manufactures, the raw materials for which were 
chiefly furnished from England^ engaged a body of Flemiiigt 

« Histofy at KenU p. 8d. 

4 ** Edward had irom the begirinlng of big rfeign, ^na^e sevcfi^ godd ISWi 
fbr tiM rei^ulatioB d tnule, and for prosenriDg te ike ration the benelll of 
its wool I wbilsi h« resided in Flaoden, ht beheld^ with attrition, the 
▼ast advantages accruinf^ to the Netherlands from their eztensiye woollen 
manufoctares; the raw materials of which they obtained chiefly from England* 
t>aring his residence in his own kingdom, therefore, he prOmotecf, with spirit, 
<he establishment of mann&ctures, and the commercial views of his people. 
Bnt the elondsthat darkened the political horiaon, at that timtf, prevented 
him ftom dis^ming the errors of his predecessors. Stniiii^y implied la 
acquire possessions on the continent, in gratifying h'ls simbition he lost sight 
of his interest, and involved the nadon he governed in real misfortunes^ 
Whilst he excited it to pui^ue a phantom of dominion. It was not till the 
latter part of his roign, that the Illusion of foreign conquest was citposed, by 
the loss of every possession whieh he had acquired on the continent, Calais 
only excepted : he . then aficdn^lisibed the establishment of the woolleo 
mwulacture throughout England^ which has, from that time, been gradual* 
ly ^vaneing to its present state of perfection.*^ Htrvey^s mawU History of 
Great Britain* vol. I. p. 191, But though the introduction of thir manu- 
facture, appeared even then, -a matter of much importance, yet such was 
|he short-sighted policy of our legislature and so imperfect our notions of 
trade and commerce, that the exportation of WooLtsiv OO099 wliA pnUbi^' 
ted by the Parliament) while the privileges granted to the Fleming^ atfd a* 
Aen id a former reign (Edward I.) particularly the liberty of buyi0g|Uid 
fransporting of Wool was still mi-repealed aA'd th« pfEu:tice oil the contrary 
Mioch encouraged. A similar Instanoe of impolicy, is offered In the law, 
asade against the exportation of manoAwtnred iron, f^rhaps the only i«« 
latary provision made with respect to the woollen trade by ISdwanl llL- 
was that, of prDhibiting the use of any doth, but of English fobric ,withlp 
his own dominions. 
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by the promise of gmt rewards aiid immunities, to settle hero 
and teach the English the art of dHanufacturing broad cloths ; 
aittce become of so much national Importance* <^The oecvpa* 
tion of it," says Hasted, ^^was formerly of considerable con* 
sequence and estimation, and was exercised by persons who 
possessed most of the landed property in the Weald, Insomuch 
tiiat almost all the antlent families of these parts, now of large 
estiites, and genteel rank in life, and some of tliem enobled by 
tttles, are sprung from, and owe their fortunes to ancestor! 
who hare used this great staple manu&cture, now almost un- 
known here."* 

From hence, the woollen trade has been remoTod into the 
northern and western parts of the kingdom, and the only manu« 
factures now carried on here, are two of coarse cloths and 
hop*bagging, and a manufactory on a contracted scale of wors* 
ted. The town of Cbanbrook, or as it was originally spelt 
Cranebrookej probably derived from a small rivulet called the 
Crane^ flowing through the lower part of it, is centrically si* 
tuated within the Weald, and from thispeculiarity of situation is 
become also thecenter of its trade; which, considering its inland 
situation is by no means inconsiderable* It consists principally 
of two streets of considerable length, meeting at right angles^ 
with a neat octagonal market-house at their junction, lately 
erected at the sole expenceof William Coleman, Esq. to whose 
considerate liberality this place is already much indebted. Be* 
side a number of good shops in almost every branch of trade, 
it contains several respectable private houses, and four places 

K2 



« **Aiiioiif others, the Batfanrsts, Ongleyf, ConrthopeSy Ma^eadens, 
Gibbons's, Westons, Plnmniers, Austeqa, Dunkf , and Stringers. They were 
nsnally called from their dress, the gr&f coats of Kent^ and were a body so 
BtiDieroiis and united, that at connty elections, whoever had their votes 
and interest was alnMMt certain of bemg e<eclistf."*<— Hasted vol. 7. p. W. 
£dit 1798. 
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^ Ifo^aUp for fUmcnlers of dJ^Gofart deBo^ittations^ nuiefji 
J^^^jiesfmay* Unitarians, Calvimsiic BaptiaM 4nd a sect den 
noquioated Huntingtoniuui.i The 8od6t|r of friends, fosmeriji 
held. aA annual meeting at CianlMrook, but of this tespeetaliki 
koAy thefeis .oni^ ome residing heise at pvesent : the^ hiure a 1|h^ 
riaL ground about half a mUe firom the. town. The toad an^ 
fo^ptva^s through t)ie town are.de6crilieda8 so bad prior to tha 
jmr 1664, ttet in ttet year ^through nwse necessity' a fart^ol 
it, from thci niarfcet*place eaetward was paved ; ^^^ dec^eei 

* The PRBnYTERiAm were Ibrmerly nnder the care of Roiam* 
ITidrai, . an^of of a poem eatttled *' Discant'* an effort, of ooini4tt«ble 
ni^nt, lie died fa4 was knified bf re ^ Kf^amber, 1198« 

^ So ealled ftyim their leader WiIuam ^innTsarov, alias Huirr, 8. 8, 
(9hmr Sfnedy p;istor •£ a oongrefiation calliag themselves t' Tmm_ si^bb wfmm 
Ql^^faf% OB 2UQ)r'! i^^ B|oarid^^ce oh^el, I^ofidoa, fif was a nativf of 
PlAVBRopK,' and die4 sit "^t^nbridgf ^^lls, July 1st, ]S\3i bis remaii^ 
were interred (by l)is own desire) in the burial ground of Jireh Chapel, tjk 
l^ewes. In Sus^x, and the following inscription (written by himself a few 
days before his decease) is eii^rared en his tomb a 

Here lies 
The GoAt^HEATEa I 
Wlio departed this Ufb ^ 

' Jfilylst, 18-13) ID the e9th year of his a^ei 
$;^l€wed of bis Ofiiiy but ^orred 
9f Mep, 
Thf omniscient Judge, at the ^rand As^ize^ 
shall ratify and oonfirm this 
' - tn the confusion of many 

thousands i 
For England and its Metropolis shall know 
that there hath been 
A PnoPHET among them, 
W, H, S. S, 



He married, a few ye^rsslne^, }mAj Sandenoa, widow aft. fliK. Jmcs 
eand^r^n, late Laid Mayoc of |iOgdQa,->;-^HU woihs haie been latdy^ »» 
published in Ten Tolomes 8ro. 
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AAd tnire of fhe goil before, being not only a great lifaidmiiM t% 
tke standing of the markel people, but to the paiging of fttl trai 
▼oilers in general :* tfaes^ are now kept la Tery good order, attd 
hy a Toluntary subscription of the inhabitant^, the town fe^ 
^ome years past has been well lighted ; indeed no plaoe in th^ 
W^ald has undergone a greater reTolution within the last thiri 
<y years than Cranbrook, and it stili seems in a progressive state 
of ilnprovemeiit. The market, now ehiefly confined to the sal^ 
of filsh, of which great quantities are brought from the neigh* 
iMittritfg sea ports, particularly from Hasting^, and sold at a 
very reasonable rate, was obtained by Archbishop Peckham ia 
the ISth year of Edward I. who most probably obtained th* 
grant of the two chartered fairs, held on the thirtieth of May 
ftnd the twenty-ninth of September, at both of which considers 
able business is done: the latter especially is always well attend 
fed by parsons in the hop trade. There was also formerly atf 
annual wftke or fair held in the grounds of flissiNOHvasT, Mi 
wbich bus TOry properly been suppressed, as serving merely til 
ehooun^e idleness and dissipation. The near epproac^s t4 
ihe town of Oranbrook ase interesting, particulary that to th# 
westward, and the neighbouring country is remarkably plea* 
•aut and healthy : in the latter particular especially, it standi 
almosl unrivalled; itideed, according to the compavatlv* 
statemiBnt of Dr. Derham* as drawn from the researches of 
Messrs, Grant and King, its healthiness seema placed above nH 
icompetition. In the parish are several chalybeate spriagt 
sitailar to those of Tunbridge Wells, but which on analyst! 
are found to be somewhat heavier and to possess loss spirii; 
yet they tuay probably be used with advantage in all oas^si 
fai which the use of the latt^ would bebenefidahi The 

f The Dpotof . abtenre^ , that from the jfear ^MO to ^649, the prop^ortloii 
^iii[^«^ii|^tobirth8W«saslto3,9. Awlthatof birtl^ to burials as 1,6 to 1^ 

a-FonhowirtucfrofthesawateEB, loa oad^ the attida Tan)^W|e ¥Mlib 
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grammar school, usually called Queen Elizabeth's Fkbb 
Grammar School was founded by Simon Lynch, Gent, of 
this parish in the year 1574, and by the charter pf incorponu* 
tion, granted by that Que^n, is placed under the management 
of thirteen trustees, of which* the vicar is always to be one, and 
the rest, freeholders of this paHifc* The present master is the 
Her. JJL W. Davies, A. M. late vicar of Cranbrook, who 
proposed taking a limited number of boarders ; • for the accom<* 
modation of whom^ the school-house Is eminently calculated^ 
The i&»B4s 0f, thfe estaClishn^nt which at first were trifling 
are mm, of the annual value .of nearly 3001. though the pre* 
seat sahirjr of the master d#^ * not exceed 1001. The ettfaw* 
ment comprises, beside the school-bpuse, n la^r MH|itllibln 
building at the east .entrance ^f^^ town^/iilhoiiS and two 
fields in the parish of Cranbrook, a small estate in Benenden,, 
and a farm called the schopl-ho^se farm in the parish of 
Horsmonden. A writing school was also founded here in 1573„ 
by Mr. Alexander Denoe, yrYko endowed it with a house for the 
soastet, a school room attached, and.the Interest of 16QL put 
out by the churchwardens. In this parish, are the hamlets of 
Milkhouse^ Wible^ and Hartley: the former lies on the road 
to Biddend^ at the distiuice qf rather more than a mile from 
the town, and contains the remaias of ike d^pel founded by 
John L4iwle8S at the latter end of the reign of Henry YI.. 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity. It ipragiaitei|ded«A irell for th^ 
accommodation of the inhabitants of the easterp part of the pa^ 
rish, who in the winter seasons, * on account of the badness ot 
the toads, were troubled to cf fich the church, ^as for the receiv* 
log ihe.alms, and olTeringiiip prayers for the welfare of ityiivel- 
UH* passing that way. ' . Thi$ chapel was suppressed in t)ie 37th 
year of Henry VIII. and only a part of the east «|d now re- 
mains. ** Allttle removed isalSEAx whidi for many genelitions 
belonged to 'the family of Plummer, the last of whidh ^rnily 
liere, dying without issue, devised it to* tira late Charleft llBini^ 
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Esq. wli0Se wido'w^ still Tesides in lU At the distance of 
libout a quarter of a ffiile from hence, in a secluded anil 
iinpleA^nt situation is SUHnghurtty the dlice proud residence of 
the Bakers, iIow conyerted into a Poor'house! The building* 
were originally extensive and standing entire within the last 
70 jears^ ¥ut little now remainS) except the great western en<* 
trailed, fllmked by octagonal brick towers and a small part of 
the out-offices which has been fitted up for the reception of the 
poor, the estate being held of Sir Horatio Mann, Bart, for 
the usd of the parish t during the seren ydars war, Sissinghurs^ 
was hired by goyemment for the confinement of French prison* 
ers, whence it acquired the name of Sissmghurst casile^ Tbis 
mansion was built by Sir John Baker in the reign of £d« 
ward VI. who inclosed an extensive j»0r^ round it. Agreeable 
to the humoilr of that period the building was extensive, but 
inelegant; though Philipott describes it as a ^^magnificent 
pile"* and Hasted says, that the ruins of it, ^< still remind us 
of its former aplendor.'^ Sir John Baker was grandson of 
Thomas Baker, Esq. who by purchase, became part owner of 
the manor of Sisslnghurst with the appendant ones of Copion 
and Stoney in the reign of Henry .VII. and grandfather of Sir 
Richard Baker, the English chronicler .f Sir Richard Baker^ 
who entertained Queen Elizabeth at this place in July 1573^ 

* A priot d^ this magnijheni j^U is given in Hasted's folio edition of the 
History of Kent. 

4 He inarried a danghter of Sir Geoi^ Manwaring, Knight, of Tgbt* 
Beld in Shropshire t and haying become surety for some one of that family, 
tras thereby reduced to poverty, and thrown into the fleet prison, where he' 
died Febnuury 18th, 1644->». His nsmains were interred in St., Bride** 
dmrtfa. Fled street. 

f Mr. Evans, in his Juvenile Tourist, says, though on what authority we 
know noty that wl^n Queen Elizabeth, came down to visit the clo'tb 
joamifactoryy having laid the first stone of the school^hoiise, she walked 

\ 
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Ms the eMM soi^ of Sir «Mtii Baker alN>¥e nentiobed And 
ttide of the cHrdtiicl^t of this fMttify akro w«8 the letntecl 
}ohi^ l^lden i^hoth Orotius «tyfe» 'Uh« glorf of the Sngtistt 
tetietit'' A chkf^l was foandad here by John de Saxeahtirstj 
j^rebably la the ieigik of Edward III. whh5h was re^lfied hy 
f^ John Baker, Bart, in the titue of Charles I; and bjr a de^ 
Centered in 15^ to John Bancroft, biflliop of Oi^drd^ wad 
Aeroted to the service of God, and dedicated, as it waA 
Hefere, to 8f. John yhi EfAtfcxList; apbn which it waa 
Idnsecrated by the Bishop^ with the etuat deremonies of benei^ 
dictions. 

' OLAsSEKairltY, a manor of considerable note iki theseparts^ 
has been in tiie possebsioa of the famHy of Roberts (ancientlyt 
Itookehurst) for. a period of more than foiir hundt-dd and 
Ihirty years; prior te which we find them s^tled at WinclieM 
lill in the adjohiing parish of Oolidhiirst^ Where the first ofi 
the family, in this country, William Rook^^oilst of tht; shire 
6f Annandale in Scotland, had i6xed his residence as early da 
ihe commencement of the reign of Henry I. (an&o 1103)% 
The present mansion of Glassenbury, was bailt by Waltei^ 
Roberts, "Esq. (the tni who wrote himself by that' name only) 
about the year 1473; who obtained the liberty Cffftek warren^ 
and a grant to impatk six hundred acres of - land,, and one 
thousand acres of wood in Cranbrooke, Goudhurst and Tice« 
httrst, in Kent and Sussex ; but this park like that of Slssiog- 
hurst has long since been thrown open. This . seat which ia 
atiU partly moated, lies in a low and retired spot about two 
miles and a half from the town of Cranbrook ; ancf tliough 
much of its original character is gone, it is still interesting^ 
k is now the residence of the Bet. John Grander Roberts, wh^i 
married Martha, daughter of Sir Thomas Robterts^ Bart) 



fywn to Oo«n.Aft1^(C6^h(nil) more than a mde fi^Mn the tow*^ tha^nat 
dktther being ooirttred tKth (fodil^oMf 
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Banker, at Cork, in Irelaiid. At the distance of kaif s 
mile eastward frm the town is Swirrs Placz, the seat of 
John Austen, Esq. occnpying a gentle rise and forming a 
principal and interesting feature in the views from the westward : 
the grounds have ilothing in them remarkable, but are kept 
kigood order, this being one of the best cultivated estates in the 
nefghlioarhood. A short remove from the latter, is Anglst 
Hdusffi, late the property and residence of Sir Walter Jamei 
Jam|^ Bart,* who was at considerable expence in improving 
this pnaoe: its present owner is William Coleman, Esq. The 
siiaiaiion of the house in retired but not inconveniently so; 
the estate, considering its size, is one of the compleatest, and 
eiAbraces as great a. divenHty of scenery as any in the county^ 
and the house is particularly convenient. 

The church, (dedicated to St. Dunstan) is a substantial 
uaifom^ building, and the most spacious within the Weald. It 
comprisiRi a nave, side aisles and chancel, with a square em« 
battled tower at tibe west end containing a ring of eight 
Mils f and a set of musical chimes, which play every third 
kj^r. On the front of the tower are shields with the arms of 
WBsford, Barham of Bettenham, &c. ancient owners of lands 
hit this parish. The range of slender piers between the nave 
aj)0 side aisles and the width of the arches, give to the interior 
cf the building a light and airy appearance, which is much 
inproved b^r.tke windows in the louvre above the nave, a« 
a|tanting to six on either side. From the corbel heads imme* 
* L 



\P The beoeffiAence of this worthy Baronet and his family, to the hidns* 
HSms poor of Cranbrook, is gtill held te grateful remenbrance. 

' * The custom of ringing a eottr/Vie bell, a law fntroducedby the poliey 
eftiie Norman invader, and which Polydore Virgil (lib. 9) justly deseribci 
^^ mark of the serf itade of the English, ttill prevails at this place, one 
half of the year : for whose amusement or benefit we know not 
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diateljf Ikboirf tke impost of thesf^ pieit^ liin imdl ^vbttmrn 
Ihaft* fiflMiinup with otber corheli^ n« doobt intended origi« 
ftaUy to olriy the main rite of the roof: for it is erldeiit thei^ 
his boea anotber toof to the mkye fi!om traces^ still visible oa 
ttw east side of the tower* and by th# be<|nest of Walter 
BiOberte, Esq. <tenip. Henry YIII.) who gave ^Uomurds Him 
antkin^ of the middle aisle, one half of all the timberM of that 
Wotk ;" which latter, oan hardly be sopposecl to relate to tivO 
ye^seat fiat roof, whioh is un^dstioiiably of more modern 
eoi!^truction. Ib the chUioh is a large dippipg place for the 
fiae of snob baptists as are desirous of being adaiitted into thei 
tetablished c^mrch : it was proTided by the Rot. John Johnson, 
^. M.^ a fonqer vica*:, bu4 has rarely been* made «se of> 



* Mr. Johnson has left us the foUoiving iD^eresting account of his pre« 
>4ecesMrs. Memoirs of bimielf are contained in the Biog. Brit vol. Vlt. 
append. p« IH. 

Some account of the Vicars of Cranbrook. 

ISOS. Tfa« int vicar of wbonn I can gel any inforaatitfii wag Richardl 
WylsoB^ I ha^e nothing of bi«i biH his na«i?y t^ Qia^ from some 
pfuiQfts of gUu8 in the yioara^e Hpusf^ in ]feJUovf paint bearing dal^ 
1603. 

1534. ^ir Hugh ap Rice returned a certificate into tde exchequer, giving an 
acconnt of the value of this vicarage, upon which certificate the vicarage 
was taweA aeeording for the rate at wbksh it now stendu in fbe King's 
^Ma, Th^copyof^hec^tftcat^heicefollQws. 

Craivbrook. The certificatq of Sir Hugh ap Rice, vicar there i 
First a house with three roods of meadow 13s. 4d. Item, three mansions 
worth yearly 13s* 4d. Item, one other mansion worth yearly 20d« 
I^ea^, privy tythes, cerUla raillsy with oth^r casual profits w^fth 
yearly 191. Item, my ofieriog da^9 71. 6s. Item, other f^asuaX profii^ 
53s. 4d. Samme 301. 7s. 8d. Whereof to be deducted for the wages 
of the parish, priest ],01« Item^ for the procurations to, the iirchtooon 
ts. Iteffi, in. quit r^^ pa^ yearly 14d. Sum deducted IQU 8s. (edL 
^ould have been a^ded). Aqd so, remainetji. de clar^ 191> 19i. 6d* 
This wt^ dmi^ A* D* lp3A, ^.*^Mi ^^^ to, ^;4^2* Viiie 
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i took /rom a tmnserllpi df Mr. JTotm £ctdtt*g, Irl^o is ^ dMer for 
the first-fmltfi atiJ fentfts. \ 

1556. The (KUri^ h ch&rg^ trttii a debt of 31. due t6 Dr. fiafs for tvookes. 
1 suppose this Dr. bein)^ vfter had provided a n^w set o^b^wks for the 
popish service. That this debt w^ fever paid does not lippear. '* 

1558. Rlchanl Tteiehet t^as mdde viear here, the first ^rdtestiiijt iirede* 
. sessdr tliat I m^ with : he cOntfnaed vi^r tweafy-seven yetirs, and 
lies btiried on the north Me tt th6 dianrcei, towat^ the upper end. 
He let a leiise of the tenements belonj^ng to Ats vicstrage for 9^ yean 
ifj coibe, viz. from 1563 to l6j[}l, and had it coflfirined by thearchbbhop 
and the dean and chapter of Cantei^bofy. During all this time the 
vicar recieived bnt l^s. 4d. per anAunt for them. His soA Richard w^ 
dean of Peterborough v^ea the Qitteii of Sc6ts Was eafeCtiited ad Fothe- 
ringay castle, and so displayed his loyalty on that o'ceasion, ibai he 
toon became l^ishop of Bristow (Bristol); btit not till his father waa 
first dead; Viz. T58df the'ref^dre the nionoilnent in our church says 
not truejl When it tells ds, the father saw the s6n Bishdp of Bristol. 
He was aftierwards ad^sinced to' the See of ^Vf orcesCer and from thence to 
lohdon. There he feif unde^ 4be Q'ueeh*^ dis^leaisui^, and whs sus- 
pended: flittt he was re'^^red befor6 hts death is nbreertatn.^ Both 
lie irid his brother Gibs, (he famous enibiissaddfK' to the Czar of Mascavy, 
liiaide Cranbrook vicarage their nursery. Here their Wives laj^ in, as 
appears by the register. And even after the fath'er^s Aeath sonv^ of his 
son Gib's children Svei'e' b^ded here. YenWr the ^euttodM puritan 
l^reached here, lAliether as cui^, or (as I rather suppose) lecturer, 
1 kiabw not. iPhis wai during die decline of fiCher fletdi^r'fr life, 
fUid' the' disgrace of archbishop Griiidair. Otie would' ^ondfi^l^, that 
-Richard^ afterWai^ bishbp, did not n^ his iViterest With ^is fiCtiher (if 

4 JSpfsry aiodiM is pMBomed to beas and^nt as the date «f legal memory, 
viz. the Ist day of the reign of Richard I. I|th July li89. Xbis cenfificate 
is a convincing proof that the modus for the vicarial tythes of this parish 
existed not even in the reign of Henry Y III, 

ll The monument, as t imderstlmd the inscription, ddes'nbtfsfty this'; but 
^t RichakTd Fletcher the son Waa Bibhop of Bristol, at the tike of seltiii]^ 
iq^ (he inoiiiha^int:' to Ibb inmy o^OhyHhe ^oi^ftotc 
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iras founded in tbis church, by J. Roberts of Glailsenburjrio 

hi^ronght him bither) or with the Ticar general to remove a nma of 
Iteh florry notions and fantastick principles. Mr. Fletcher died 1585, 

1585. Robert Roads, formerly president pf St John's College Cambridge, 
(where bewaswritteo ) continued here till 1589. Hit 

wife and he were bnried in the same year. 

1589. William Eddy succeeded, and continued here in low cireumstaaceSy 
tiU he died, 1616. I find no memorials of him, but that be was paid by 
the churchwardens for transcribing the register fairly from 1558 into 
the large old parchment book: apid that be had the clerk's wages given 
himforcaUiog the psalm, &c.* Mr. Fletcher and he continued vicars 
fifty-eight year*, and I am persuaded that by these two long incnm-' 
bencies the mcMlos for vicar's tythes was established. 

1616. Robert Abbot succeeded. What relation he wa» to the archbishop 
of that name I find not, but he was a man of eminent zeal and piety i 
and few, I am persuaded, out-did him in learning, and all commen* 
dable qualities. He defended the church against the Brownbts, 1 
don't know that any could do it better. I have read his book and canH 
hit wonder to find such a man here, at that time of day. The si^rmona 
dedicated to the four principal families of the parish, viz. Roberts*^ 
Baker's, Henley's, and Courthope's, shew clearly that he was a mnck 
greater man in.polemical, than in pulpit divinity. Hu ^^Voung^ mm'* 
whrning-pkce^^ hath been more read than either of the other. It waa 
published in 1635: the occasion of it was one Rogers a practising 
apothecary, who from a very pious youth became a very debauched 
. man, and could not be prevailed upon to receive the sacrament at 
Easter, though he was to be excommunicated for that omissions and di» 
ed soon after in great horrours and terrours. Abbot weathered out hero 
the worst of times till 1648. Then he was by the Rump Com^nittee 
for sequestrations sent to another benefice,, which he had long enjoyed 
together with this. At Smarden there was an j4bbot j but on com* 
paring circumstances and considering Smarden books and ours I iv* 
' member some years since I concluded, that bv of SBuirdea conid aoi 
be the same vnth tfiis of Cranbrook. ^ 



^ Mr. Johnson seems to have been mist^en insomeparfeofhisaeeoantof 
Robert Abbot. Vide. Ant. Wood Fast. Oxonienses, vol. I. He is there 
mentioned as siding with the Presbyterians in the rebeUion, A. D. 164S* 
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1460 "for a priest to say mass liere for crer,** "and Walter 
Roberts by will 13th Henry VIII. directed Thomas ^is son to 
find a priest to celebrate divine Senrice at St. Giles's Altar^ 
In this church, for the souls of his father, mother, his wives 
and his own ; for which senrice he should have ten marcs year- 
ly, payable by his hdirs for erer, out of his lands in this 
parish and Goudhurst." — ^The great east window in the chan* 
ccl, contains much stained glass, but being for the most ftat 
made up of small pieces, obtained from other parts of the 
building, or elsewhere; nothing like design is to be traced in it. 
Near the vestry door in the south aisle is a complete pedigree 

1648. John Williamsoii, a itrict presbyterian, was intruded here. Ihe |»a> 
rishioners engaged to make the vicarage lOOI. per aonmn to hinu 
To this end the churchwardens gathered the tyihes and offerings, and 
the parishioners made up the deficiencies. But this cmdd not last 
long. 

1052. William Goodrick. succeeded him. He made himself remarkable by 
walking in the market-place with his tything books in his hand, and 
his ink-horn hanging to his buttons every Saturday, and dunning bis 
parishioners as he met th^m. 

1662. John Cowper came in upon the Bartholomew act and so dismissed 
Goodrick (who yet for some time kept a conventicle here). Cov^er 
was a man of great wit and fine parts, but no economist; he left four 
or five children to so many families in this country of the best quality, 
who all accepted their several legacies.) 

1668. Mr. Charlei^^Bnck succeeded, a gentleman of good fertone, an6 
'.who lived here with great hospitality, and was remarkable ibr hiy 
long sermons, till about 1694, it was thought neccessary that he should 
retire to London for the cure of hb head. From this time forward 
Mr. Crowther the school-master served this cure till Mr. Buck died; 
vi2. February 1706; though Mr. Buck returned to the Wcarage tW6 
or three years before his death. 

( He was also master of the Qneen's school, «b appears ftom the tdiool 
leoords* 

• The alter of St Giles, is probably that, scar the anatt door la (he 
•oath aisle. 
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tpf 1M Boberti' fioMlj, ft •» Wlaliery vrho \¥H sheriff of (lie 
6#uitty 111 tlw 6tK: y^f of fienrjr VIL down to June db«igbt0r 
tad Uftre^s of Sir Waker ftolieiits, Bart. *iid late I>tttoh«as of 
fit Albans, who di«d 1778, ibid lies taritid in the ftunllj raQlt 
In this dmroh* la the cbtocel 8M 4Mi¥eTal brasses of the faawb^ 
ly^ one eontaias a la<ttn lofSCfiption Ml taemorj of Sir Tboipal 
lUlierl^' Bavt* «tf wkkk tita foUoWing tMudatiaft /oiMs # 

lie^ute wlmt 1 diic« was i 

Piwt, 

An Esquire, then a Justice of the Peace, 

a Knight, a hi^h Sheriff, and a Baronet j^ 

' Behold 

what I now am t . 

bttsf. Ashes, and a Shiadpw, 

which are now t&e only little remnant' 

of all my faded Honors. 

Whosoever thou art that readest these' lines, 

Rememlber 

thou shall certainly rest wifli me* 

In this Night of Death; 

And when thou leavest my I'omb^ 

i^ mindful of thine own. 

* Several helmets, bannars, &c» of thc^ ftpaiJix&V «| Qji^sen- 
. toy oitt fb^pandtoi k» the clMmeeil^ aifed 2>filw«ea: tbe navennid 
Bdufh tiiie 'titands the iaSiiIiatedp]hnLttiliieal'iii«ikinteflNf«f the 
JBake]^ family. ; Near this last, a sitnptjr' elegarif frtbtfte to 
if^^/^emoty of t}i(9. U.te Charlqs rt^irja, Esi^. of'MiIkJ^ouse, 
te^ bMi 9^^F$ W^ »g?Wtt;t^ «Wfi pi€x> a memorial of Cap- 
tain Barwell Adams of his Maje^'a LV* S^UttantciS foot, a 
young man of considerable promise. .The brasses of two slabs 
in th*' dtoncel', «)imd trlwch tiie*« fta^e b#€» in«©i4pdobs in 
Saxon letters, are wholly missing, but the designs may be iStSti 



Digitized by 



Google 



mtaA B«aar tiiA xegtvy door, ace thmm dian«tem 

whicl) have ^lYen rise to much conjecture.* Ib t^eTestry 
is a memorial oC the Rev. John Johnson^ A. 'f/L, erected by 
his daughter, in which he is described as having been ^^ ricbl j 
adorned with chastity of maimers, sharpness of genius, apd 
profound learning." Against the wall in the north aifle is l^ 
tablet to the memory of the Rey* Joseph Disney, A« M*: 
f icar of Cranbrpok and Appledore, who died August the Sd 
1777, aged 8^: ^^haTin^ been respected as agentlemap, dis«^ 
tinguished as a scholar, and exemplary as a clergyman," aft 
also {/i his wife Ann, daughter of Mr- Ross, of RarbadpeSi; 
fnd their eldest son, the IleK. Matthew Disney, B* D. wha 
^^ haying prpved himself worthy of such parents died Marcl^ 
the 9th 1768 aged 37." Beside the above $,Te those in memjoryt 
of Abrahan|i and Sarah Walter, and of their daughter Spurah^ 
wife <of Robert Cox„ £s<]^. of Cheltenham; as also of JohOi 
^cott^ Esq. &c.r~On the 3d of July 1735, while the bell was^ 
tolling for prayers,, a part of this church fell down, by whicl^ 
damage was occasioned to the amount of 33761. 13s. 6d« audi 
%n interruption of the service for i^pwards of six years. 

e. 



E. 



IDENBRIDGE which takes its name from the river Eden^ 
fAe of the feeders of the Medway, lie«f at the e:(tremity of the 

% lJL*^AtfA^\Ukce^i^i^»* vol. I, p, 1S6» th^se eharactenB .a«e Kivcii^ 
tp|i;€'tiier. with those on a pane of glass in the vicarage-hoase and proposed 
for the antiquarian to decypher; but no conjecture on them appears in thai 
Work. Tlie former are unquestionably Scxon; but of the latter, after having 
eempared them with almost every known alphabet^ we can tbrtki ao opinios.* 
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Weald westward, and at some little distance southward of the 
sand hills ; it is bounded on the west bj the county of Suny^ 
whence the river Eden issues^ and which directing its course 
eastward, crosses this parish, entering the Medway at Pen- 
shurst; in its way it receives the tribute of several lesser 
streams, flowing principally from the sand hills on the 
north. 

In the Textus Roffensis it is called Eddelneshrege^ and in 
Latin PonS'Edelmi, Rilbume writes it Eaton^bridge and this 
h reputed both by Harris and Hasted^ though they admit it is 
a corruption of its right name. The village stands on the road 
from Westerham to East-Grinsted, and at the distance of a* 
bout five miles from the former. It contains but few good 
houses, and but very indifferent accommodations for the tra- 
Teller; the buildings in general are mean, and irregular, and 
the road through it, contracted and dirty. ' Indeed the village 
is in perfect unison with the general aspect of the parish, 
which is cheerless and forbidding. To counterbalance these 
defects, it has the reputation of being healthy, and the land 
for the most part remarkably rich and productive: Hasted 
says; *^ whatever it may want in pleasantness is made up by 
health, fertility of soil, and its many local advantages equal- 
ly profitable both to the landlord and occupier.^ Beside the 
Tillage of Edenbridge, this parish contains the hamlets of 
Marsh-green, Stanfords-end, Marle-pit-hill, and Medhurst- 
row. 

It has a fair annually on the 35th of April, for cattle, toys^ 
&c. 

In the Philosophical Transactions (vol. xlix. pt. I. p. 360) 
a singular phenomenon is noticed, which occurred in (his 
parish on the Ist of Novembier 1755, the day of the great 
earthquake at Lisbon. In a pond comprising an area of near- 
ly an acre, across which ran a post and rail fence, and which 
the water almost covered, some persons being near, heard ^ 
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nbis^ a$'if something faflei^ iilto the wdFef,' zriSh&steniv^ t6[ 
learn what^had occasi^iiid it, to their greai stirpi^scf'WWtliei 
'witer'opeh in the ^!ddte<&'hd expose tHe post inA rail fence ^ 
nearly to the bottom, at the same iinie they Dbserired the Wa.^ 
t^r dashing up brer a 1>^n£ abodt'two feet hi^fi,' anfl perpenAl* 
cfifar to the pond : tiot the slightest motion of the grouh(![ was* 
perceptible, nor was there any wind stirring at the thne. A* 
shock of aii eai^hqanke was subsequently 'felt at this place oW 
the 24th bf January, l'758i^ about two o' Clock in the mornii^, • 
wliich shook the furiiiture'of the houses and went off with t^ 
noise like a -small gust of wind, without occasioning iny dt**" 
mage. fPhilos* Trans. Yol. xfir. pt. ^' p. 614:) 

The Manor of Stangrate,' alias Eden-Midc^e, elafans o« 
Tcr the greiLlest part of this parish,' notwithstanding k has the 
manor of Westerham,* "/wramoiin/ over|il. ' Tiiis manor anci*'- 
ently gave name to a family. who made it their principal plac«K 
of residence. In the iBthyear of Edward I. u charted it fNe» 
fidrten Vas obtained by Robert de Stangntve, f6r his demesn^ 
lands In Edenbridge and Hdckenden in this connty^ and in the 
l^th of 'Edward if I., this thlrter of fir^ warren' was confirm* 
med to John Dynley, who immi^diaiely ^fter passed^'away hi^ ^ 
interest jn this estfLte^ ^. Hu^hr de Audl^^, Barl of XSjk^fH^est^r, 
apd.I^ord c^fth?, castles an^.m^nor^ofTwhridgp; whose daij^h-. 
ter maxried ^ph. Stafford, afterwards JBarl of r,^taiFord,'an4^ 
with hi^ de3Cendapt99 DiUces.o/ JBuckinghftiB; it cof^tuaned ti\^ 
the J 3th of.flenry /VIIL when ,pniUe i^^ttaiad^i:, of. Edward^ 
P4k^ of JBuckingh^ani/itfeUtojthe crqwi^^^d ws^s subs^qupntly^ 
grsLptqd ta Sir John Gre^h^qi, ,in .whicl^ jiame }t rein«ine<|.^f^i|y 
til the reign of. .Qu^e^x ^np*. ..... -• . .;..., . ♦. ::« r - \ 

, , The church (dedicated to §Tp Pjct£{i and St^, Paui^ is,sifDfl^e4^ 
op jtbe east side, of , the ^ill^f>^ h^iqg.a sfire pf,ffple at th^ 
ijgst.end; in it.aje tlje remaitis qj^ jir^pjf /g/3?,;or gaU/pry^ uy 
^j^ich wa3 formerly jplaeed the jimage. of .aur^SaT}oar,.oii th^ 
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cross, and to wUdi, tt the back) was a prinite way for the 
priests^ so doubt intended for priestly purposes. It b in the 
nature of a chapel to Westerham^ and therefore not rated 
aeparately in the KiDg^s books. 

According to the eommisiion qf tmpdrjf in 1650, it was re« 
turned that in Edenbridge there was a parsonage impropriate, 
that the Ticarage tythes were worth 901 per annum, but there 
%a8 no house or glebe land ; and that the xicar of Westerham, 
had formerly receiTod the tythes, but then, the person who 
supplied the cure there, received them for his salary; that the 
church was weU situated, and had been a diapei of ease to 
IJITesterham, {Wedramy) from which it was almost five miles 
distant, and from which it had ever had distinct officers. 
, The in^^ropriation was at the time of the enquiry in the hands 
John Streatfield, who farmed the same of the heirs of Sir Ed- 
ward Gresham at the rent of fifty pounds per annum. 

In the church are several monuments and memorials of the 
Ibrmer inhabitants of this place, among whirb, the first in point 
of antiquity is that to the memory of John Selyard, whose 
effigy in brass,, with a black letter inscription the date 1558y 
Is on the north side of the altar. 

E6ERT0N. The village and church of f!ger<on are plea^ 
sently situated on the range of Quarry hills, which form the 
northern boundary of this district, from whldi a wide expanse 
of rich and varied country Is presented to the view, the eye 
nf ending ' over the greater part of the Wesld southward, and 
en the east stretching to the coast. The elevated situation of 
AeYHIage church, renders 7t a conspicuous object, and a pro«' 
minent and interesting feature in the scene from various points,' 
white it serves as a termini^ or land-mark to the Weald in this 
quarter. This place and the parts adjacent on the east and' 
irest, have to boast a dry and fertile soil, a pure air, goodf' 
watef, and withal a picturesque and pleasant situation ; but ill 
that part of the parish below thnhill^ the comltry becomes less 



Digitized by 



Google 



pieasitig, being more enclosedy and from tlie fenacitjr of the 
toil, rery wet and dirty in the winter teasona. In this lower 
part aref titnated the small hamlets called Frtggs«ForttaU 
and Newland-green* 

Sttbordinate to the manor of Charing are those of WAmiynt 
alias BoERTON and Beuscombb, which bj purchase in 1790 
became the property of (Salfridtts Mann, Esq* on whose death 
Aey derolTod to his son Sir Horatio Mann, Bart. 

Baeungs, another manor inthb parish was for seretal pmk 
orations possessed by a family of the same name, bnt at lengtV 
by an only daughter and heiress It. was carried in marriage t4 
William Sharpe, Esq. of this parish, whose son alienated it 
to Mr. John Ashbee of Little Chart, the present owner.— A 
court baron is held for this manor* 

,The church (dedicated to St. Jamss),' Is a substantial edn 
ftoe, built of saad-stone, having a square tower at the west 
end surmounted with, a beacon turret. SLutus gixes th4, 
following quaint description of this building; ^The church*^ 
says he ^h of two isles, (aisles) and >Si»r, and of veiy good 
stone; a fair tower steeple, which may be seen afar off.'? 
According to tradition, this steeple as well as those of Lmt.^ 
CHAmTand CttAEiiro were eaected at the expence of Sr JoIul 
Darell of Galettlll, whose arms are supposed to liaTe been 
carved on the dii^d, in the tovirer of this diurch, butthii 
tests on conjecture only, or at least no eridence to tiUs effect^ 
can be drawn from the thing itself. John at Welle of %ert»n^ 
by will anno li^Sl, gaye five marcs to tlie buying of a mmptdtt 
of organs for this chusch.* In the church^yard are two fint^ 
yew trees. + 

Ma * 

' f **ycwB were plMledte diweh-yaris, (as Wdl ai la Mdt) aoC sO 
such peihapiliwUieirfiiaenal sad efcr-g^ecASppca^^ as totheufo' 
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ners with that church, and the lessees of l)o<j[i .p!ar«<W8g|ssft b%r# 
f^T^r^J^eitfi tbe^ss^pie. ^It U.a pprpetmk jfs^r^j jn the giCt of 4he 

been increas^di(S7^rtftpai^|h^b5? t;|i9 i^ppi;«^9wtipii:Q(.^piQf^ 

C|f , laii4 M,7j^tfj^/4<^ .^ jt]i^ j^ipiia^^ 

^|qu^lri|9iMe {in. fSgetvtfm^t^sep^,, I^thi^tIf ^^f^»P Jjy .iwij^.pf,tt# 



/x. - 



.# 



Jb'.RIfrT£Nl>EN. This^ltsctne ^d indasislderahle vpariii 
lies florth-eastwaid of Cratabreok ;» it possessbs little tore^nf 
^^. stranger' ibr, %■ irisit^ yet t the < rides .l^roagh # if^i tile di^ 
isM||b6« of>«iiimier^ ii:re isot tiapl^ the roads < being w^ 

Ihadediandifree/from dufit, fiASlrpiylii spei^ng^f it, scy^ 
¥ ititsihdrroirftjom east^ w^t and .ocuktatestlioiit 'SBj^nij^odm 
aeisAIt hafpaipuBfieasililtaiid fovlomnfifieetw iThe. toil ds adeep^ 
idffxlayV''^a^^}«^.ifnd iankindly fantHlagey lashmsch, tiiaft 
ih.Tdii^.tasDii^liie l»ectt|nerl haie-bnt Htde (ii-oiiBce from 
jiheir 4abds, r^hicH eonM<tiieBJtl^ keeps tiieai rriery .p«or. The 
ao«tfaeitii>art' of t'it is oalitely; corered-Witii> coppice wabd; be<* 
lid«s«ishk;fi, :4to; shav^- are fceqaent^ai^-^e -hedge min 
•>::-■<•;. J aiisi'ii. ^- .;*;?.' V •.. ..i. *. '^w.^lv -.../ i^ . '. . 

of them in supplying wood ,to make bows in the times of ifl'chery. f t li 
observable, that yew tree« are mw-O' oommon in the hedge rows, in the 
flootbem counties bordering on the Sea, than in any other. In these coun* 
ties, many church porches have a room .over them, named the sprighi^loft. In 
this apartment it is probable the hows and arrows, as in a kind of armoury, 
vefftaa^(«ii^fqnii«f ; iv^^ff^mi^ fiewas, to. bte.taki^JEOia ^f^^t^ sjuie^fij 
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.^rpa^i r%i|pd the Ji^d%' vhH* liate ,fluw4iitie|^ of J&1^.^94l 
4f^s a«it wjw w4 .tlir^>i|ghQttt them; . ^^^i^ f <mAi, . Irq» r*te 

be almost impassable; tho.i|gh,it^.Ul»3A(P^sa«W> i*%itl|»e3ii 
but little traffic through it." 

The village, which consi^ of a few straggling houses of 
mean appearance, stands a4kilie more elevated than the lands 
about it, and nearly in the centre of the parish. North-litest 
fi the ^i^t^s^f ig;riec^. ,Q^l^:d Pjitt^dei^norolK^ wiik 

/m^ /in,.t)^epO|jptc(siie .sidej of th^ j^ti»am bwa^^fjf .^t ^n .tj»p 
3igB;^,'^atjin<^h!?r f;alW »Sings^ Tte,.onlj tole^l^ 

^use Jul the. yi^l^e^.is jthatoecupjied.bf ^e cleig^rOiani tbff 
Ber. 'i^^phllus Jojpeg. .T|^e cb^rph i^, plac^ inas p ycio u g ccw 
pf^tf fi^pinittg.the Ti)il|i^f, and its lofty ^pdie wbi^ is se^ fiy 
many miles round, contributes much to improve the scenery of 
this part qt the iWeald- T^ bui]4ln^,i,tself i& simple |ind jajfuiffi^ 
J^49r^u^ieot]j.la^g^ for the JMCcpjnpodation of the nc|igm)ou¥f 
JtoQ«i|Mftd^w» th9JFh»l«iW£UadaptBdforthn'piU¥^«i<»f js^UgiiNi. 
' If the' priBJectod Weald «rf Kent Cunal, sho^itd be esrrrMl 
tiito effect, the advantages^ to ^ese parts Would be incalctiiable^. 
lis roads wou}d necessarily b^ improved^ t^e number of norsi^ 
|fiqjt|ojr tb^ jvurposjKf of , l^iisj^ai^dry ]fi^s^9t^ an^ the \al^,^ 

^ In thin iMLnsb? are tbe BHtnors mt CemAmi and Upper Be«i» 
Ipid^; the ireptited iharior of Bewpet and those of Wallingburift 
and Buckhurst. These two latter manors (now obsolete) wer^ 
fn the bands of the crpwn in the j^ime of Henry YIII. who injbgp 
j(.9tii.y^r ji^dtM tiam to Sir TbQmas Gmnwell^* Miieriimtif 

1 • <^ jai9«i»«.Ci^«i.w«li:BaKl ^f fiiieif, .an ^iaiae9t ttatenaia Jo. t^eieiiei 
Af.>Ji««^ VIU. W9^ the.tm 9X a filaAtaiiOi. at 9iitii^ in Suiyy* a«| 
1KII9 MkiiM; i400< Qe M 4or. AMnr*: a. tfivng oipalilitfioii «ka4 eic^ttcnt 
fiMtiytO' ^Micb be.adM 9BiQimmf^ Mml^ ^ ?frtiiioe4. te 

fUne^^^p ftok, (»r . My:net9ffy ^ tM £afU0h Iwd^ at i^ptvcrf. Oft liji 

Vetera to jtoflii^ »^. 3jit >.Bd^itH<l Mft »i imB/^fit: JftNi^WL ifiitqr n 
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crcsifed Eariof Eiaex, whose lurfs were diigaoeUed hj the 
Act of the 31ft yetr ef tiiat reign. On his attainder the year 
Tollewing) they again rererted to the crown, and were granted 
lo Sir John Baker, of Siuinghnrst* 



G( 



rOUDHURST, is situated westward of Cranbroolc, hy 
which, and the parishes of Hawkhurst, lAmherhnrst, Hors^ 
mondenaad Marden, it b bonndlBd; The soil appears nradl 
the same as in the adjoining parishes of Cranbrook and Hawk* 
hurst, but owing to the inequalities of its surface, has a much 
greater proportion of pasture than arabte land. The low lands 
are well watered by several small streams, which uniting with 

hii MlieUor} to wbom be approved himself by bis fidelity and diligciice la 
several importaot aHaini and after the Cardinal's iMl tbe King employed 
him M |hit own iiervice, aad raised him in a short time to several emiaeni 
ri^itioBi he was successively made a privy cooDBellor, and master of the 
JeweWboaie; derk of the haoaper, and chancellor of the eacfaeqaer^ 
principal secretary, of state, and master of the rolls; lord Iceeper of tbr 
privy seal; a haron of the realm, and vicar general aad vioe^fereat over 
lA the spiritnality, «ader the King^ wbo was declared supreme bend of 
the chnrch. Kaviae beea Instramental ia promo^ the refiMrmaiiod, tiMr 
Jttag gpmtted him many adble amaon and lari^ estates, the spoib of the 
felifions booses; advanced him to the dignity of Earl of Essex; aadconstir 
tated him lord high chamberlain of England. The tide of prosperity, wlucb 
bad hitherto flowed in- upon him, began now to take a tnm; a scheme he 
laid to . secoie his greatnesii, proved his rain ; itdch is tbe weaimess of hnmaa 
poUey t Hewed bis atmosteadeavoiifs to proolre a marriage luetweea King 
Henry and Anne of Cleves, As her ftiends were all Lalberans, be imagin* 
td it might tend to bring down the popish party at coart ; and be expected 
great support (torn a Qoeen of bis own oiaklng. BM the'caprickNM moiH 
atcb, beiagCisgaiied with her peiton on tbeHftt night's cdhabltalioai aooft 
art iavtndble avarskb t» the promoter of the marriage, who was sOoi^aflMt 
•rrestMal the Geuac'd^able, atta^ated of bigb treason and bektsy^ aad 
aaecntedoa Tawer-UHywafter Ha wefk> lanrKsaaawnti Jal^ IMg.**- '' 
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^e Teiiey flow Along tbe weitoni tide of the ptrish tomtidt tko. 
Medway. The soathern And eastern parta abound with thick 
coppice wood, and the paiiih generally is well timhered. Has* 
ted ohwrves, <^t is reiy healthy ; sixty years of age beii^ es- : 
teemed if not the prime, at least, themiddle age of life;*'. anA 
this he in part acconots for, in a way generally ereditable to 
the inhabiUnts of th^ Weald; <^the inhabitants of these parts 
(he mddi) beii^ in great measnie untainted with the vices and . 
dissipation too frequently practised aboTe the'hill." 

The vitiage of Chudhur9$<^ stands high and commands exten« 
life Tiewa of the surrounding country, excepting towards the 
south east; the view in this direction being more drcumseribed*- 
On the highest ground stands the Church, a conspicuous objecf 
from nil points; and near it originally, was the market-pbKe^ • 
but which in 16i50 was pulled down, and a smaller one built in i 
tiie breadway at the lower part of the Tillage. The market, 
(Jong discontinued), was held weekly on Wednesdays, fof 
cattle, proTtsions, &c. and together with a fair (still held <m> 
the ^6th of August annually) was granted by Richard II. to- 
Joane, widow of Roger de Bedgbary; the possessors pf which 
estate claim to this time the privilege of holding both, by a 
yearly rent to the manor of Mardea. 

. |n the Tilli^ itself, nothing occuts worthy of particulate 
notice; its chief interest arising from its situation; the appear* 
saice generally is rather picturesque than respeeUMej the hou- 
ses being principally of timber and plaister, or weather^tiled ;. 
^d Containing but few pririite dwellings oi any consequence* 
The clothing business was carried on here to a considesabln; 
extent within the la«t century ; but this trade, (as w^l as th*. 
manufacture of iron), has been transplanted to places more 
fprtunately circumstanced* , 

A little remoired from th« town> eastward, and on the right 
of the road to Cranbrook, is the Yicarage house, which has 
lately been considerably improved and modernized, by tM 



Digitized by 



Google 






^ the juntttoti oftwo roady, a small hotise beloiigtiig* to Mr/ 
N^^tngton^ SuTgeoft^ but onty remarit^le on licfeomit of the* 
beaaQr of its^ittibn. Still furtfacrr on thfe Voad^to Citiibrobk/ 
ttidl>eyond the Ohei^en lon^^^on Aerfgh^ is' a small j^n*- 
t^l residence, called TriggS', Ibfop^pefty bf a gentfeniinii t>r 
the name of drreenlanfdy (nowinthe^West Indies,) bat dcai^i^ 
eibytheRev.ThomitsliiOrgan. Nei^lf^opf^odite to I&i8^}ast^> 
another comfortable box presents' itself, inhabit^ hf OB^ftt> 
Winoughby Lake^ Ri N. and' b#yoiid on ttie «ani0' side; Ihe 
ntet mod^rii d)«reinnj^'drThbma» Otlive, ESq. pleasahfiy sttdii^ 
ted, hMfig a paddock in ffonty from ivtiiehto the N*. and N/ 
W. th^eye ti carried orer - a coiishlerabli!' extent df country,^ 
ivhite the additmi of <a few' weilgrown trfees, In the ford^ 
gjfeund/' render the- htndiscape teallychairming* + ' ^ 

^''Smith^west of the t^wn' and ftt th^ dtstatice bf about a liiile^^^ 
il Finchcbcks, a seat formerly of oonsSd^rable note, and f>o8<i 
s^ed ih the reign of flc^ry III. by a- family ot the same snr*> 
natne; it is no# the "property and^ residence of ' Aobert $prifi«^ 
g^t, Esq; whft became possessed of it by ptirchase. The* 
pfelient house, an imm^se bripk bMlding^- was erected by* 
Edward Bathurst, Esq. at* >a great iixpentf^^ who 'readied' here( 
tftl his IMthin\l779r 'b -is^^not remarkable dttler Coir 4r«hi- 
te^turalbeauty- or propriety of situation. ♦ ' . . : - 1 

^The iiiost x^Hsid^ftible^'si^t here^ Is SintsaBnit^, dtotffMP 
southward bf th^' TlH^e, tand in a greait measure ^tb'Kranded' 
by lar^<^ traisks. of iroodland, >cdinistQig' piribolpAlly of thtose^ 
lAiolrn'by'lh* jSSljA^m of Bit^Unr Pafk atid' the I\^M^ 
whddbi "tfie priesen^ building was ^rebted by' Sir * Jame^ 'Hkye!^' 

* , The few homes in this part. Hailed dbtiuipifshesby the mune of Li^iur 
d>ubiroitsT^':bat tf& ^ is' bMtor ktf^ni ai ChnAunt OUfuen. 

f On this.scite stood the antlertf seat 6f the Lake's, called l^yWell; 
sdi^ral of this family lie 9urkd^ a vault, id the north idde of the thufth^*'' 
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alittto removed from tho'scite of the old munstoii. Though lajr* 
lug low, it ibommands some beaatifnl prospects, and the grounds 
iboQt it are disposed with no inconsiderable share of taste. 
la the nagn of Edward II. Bedgburj was tested in a family of 
thtt name; of«whom John de Bedgbury died possessed of it in 
1434: on his death it became the property of Agqes his sister, 
who carried it In marriage to John Colepepper, in which faml* 
Ij* it eontinaed tBi about the time of the restoration* It now 
belongs to Mrs. Cartier, relict of the late John Cartier, Esq* 
formerly GoTemor of Bengal, in the East Indies, who kept 
his shrioTatty here in 17S9, and by whom the house and lands 
were considerably improTed. 

In the reign of Queen Elisabeth, (who visited this place in 
her progress through Kent, in 1673) there was an extensire 
park adjoining to this seat, but it has been di^Mtked many 
years, though the appellation is^till retained in the neighbours 
kood. 

Robert de llittniham, in the reign of Henry 1I« founded a 
priory for ^nons of the order of St. Augustine, at a place 
then called Henh within the manor of Combwell, in this 
p^sh, and towards ita endowment gare the said manor and 
other possessions; it was dedicated to St. Mabt Magdalens 
aad part of it (used as a farm«house) was standing until wtth- 
tA tiiete few years* A Tiew of the remains of this priory, 
taken not loi^ before they were pulled, down is preserved in 

N 



* Cimdea (}A hU remidns) oUerres, to tlicreputatidii of tkis family, that 
tleie ^ttt twelve Knights and Barto^u aiiVf*, c^ this h^ose of Col«pepper, 
at oae 0met ThU taAWf M inatiy gen^HUioHs; w^i« of considemble dote 
aad spread ovu^rmady parttdf^ ootmtjrt thoniifa now sank in obscnHty and 
their possessions pass^ itkta other luuids. Their rapid fall appears to have 
been oceasioned by* their aistfciating with Sir thomas Wyatt, in the ill fated 
hmrrectiOQ excited by himagainst Qoeen Mary. In the drareh are several 
aenorials of them. 
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011 hit Moiis8ticon>8a]r9y ^^thnwu lonndiBd' an Ansr, lf(^ 
on Acdount 6C th<B: charge of rapiteHing tlw itats of no gVBti 
> pMate fts d» abbot, was, bjr ftas^ii of its tleliiler rartotoi^ 
abraded to a prioiy." On H^hUik Halted olMer?et, ^If thlt 
was tbe cbse^ i^ich I find no vbere else Inenifleaied, tbie change 
ibnsi ttate haj^pened very eiurlj; for m 12§fl^ ftwasagafcrbOb 
come a priorj.'^ On tbe svpptessies of tbelesaer Mona^er 
rtes^ tbfs priorj, (tfaieik oitly of tbe rieef Imnttal talee of 
'80L 17s; Hid.) witb all Its lands and {k>ss«isiMts,* Was sur- 
rendered to tbe crown, by Thomas Yihceitt, tbe PHor of ity 
to whom a pension of 101. per annnm was granted ibt bis fb« 
tnre mainleilanoe* 

Twlrsnnv Bonounn, aiitientfy calM T^tgr^eAcfete, atrdnow 
vsnalljr Bwrr's^Farik^ (wbi<)b name is a «6liti%«tiM fh>m mi 
word Barmtgh to Burgh, and tbenoe to JSmi^} #(i^onee repa«^ 
ted a manor, and lie^ in the hundred of West Barnfield, at a' 
amiall dtslanc^ from Bedgbtirj: a place worthy ef n<Hfte,^s 
baTing been die antient ftfihteriteikce of die faiblly of Tiryvd«ii^ 
who took their naii^e originally from it, being «t brst- tailed* 
Be Tanfnenden^ and in latin, Be Befma Athttf, «di;ordiiig f^ 
lliequaint Ungnage of thotetkueB* ---*<- 

. Adain de Twysendeny orTwysden, pMMSSed this estate W 
the reign of Bdward I. ns>did.bi9 descefidaiil Rog^ Twysdbn,* 
who in the tfth year of Bdwaft-d iV. sealed wl A jtbe lUtpffSO^ 
on of a cockatrice, in wax, as ^appears by a deed now in the 
liands of Sir William Janris Twysden, Bart, of £ast Peckham, 
a singular thing in those times, when crests were rery unusva}, 
and only began to be. customary, when those emijient famyies^. 
who took x^art in the two faetioAS'of. thtf bonafts of Yorit -^ad^ 
Lancaster, assumed thenr as maito of ditftinctioft'ofthepaHy^ 
th^y sided With. This crest H ^tffl borne by the different' 
branches of th^ family.* 

♦ Hatted. 
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<<Jo)» HMMBOBden, fiiq. of (iik pirish, bj wiffi ia If Ttt, 
giive J5L fier ftmiani for jorer^ for tiie«niosiiiiont of a iotia 
aohttol, Mid c ihaiyd <kis xoil iBitete i^ TenterdeR wHii idio pajr* 
nent thcMof.'' TMs oanvity Ims for umay ymis beoa fVc«»o» 
td by the ReT. Mr. Dowthwaite ! ! ! 

The church (dedicated to the YiftoiN Mart) is a large, but 
liot i^airffiiBted describes it) a handsome building; the best 
^rts of the exterior J are the east end, and part of the so^th 
^e^ but Jthe w^t end, h shockiii^y disj^gnjred b^r ^betei^ 
And RiisHihapon-naas of otooo vork; in which lioiww 
, R paltry and futile attempt oA elegance is perceptible, 
^is tower was erected about the year 16S9, the former one, 
on wjrich wi^s a tail spire, baring been destroyed by ligbtf 
^mgy li^jthe n^|it,o| tbe %3ld of Ai^gu^^ ;Le97; the dafoage dofif 
^n "thia ocoaalo^ to Ae obuidi aaoonted to nearly SOOQL 
"Within tiie church, the objeete most deserring attention, am 
thcfigures of a man and wopian canred in wood, curiously 
habited in the ornaments and dress of their time, with two ' 
j;ceyp)M>und9 Ije^ying at thei^ f^et ; .the^e are placed in the i;e€«p 
M lilie fiQiWi-wiodow in the«o«thai8le, -on a tomb of BstheoR- 
4on fnariile, at i9ie west end of which are the Rrms of Col^ 
pepper. There are sereriil other monuments,* not altogether 
unworthy the attention of th^ curious, but which it would b^ 
jj^^Bsto describe. The wretched dfwk^B whi(pb.di9grB4» 
.ilhe eMir, jhould be done Mm^ with; . they wm'e probaUfr 
'intended to Inrther the purposes of Religion, Imt are «dmii«- 
lAy calculated to produce a contrary effect: a man must be 
^fted with more than common resolution, or upnsually stupid^ 
who cau Tiew these objects with indifference* 

When Robert do Cvevequor ^founded the prioiy of Larist or 
Loedli^ he gave Itto liM «dfowson ^ the ehureh <»f Ouiherth 
among others, -together with two acres of land, in this parish* 
And the phurch^ and Ticarage of th^ chiircli, reaAaiped ppurt pf 

3H.t 
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the possessions of the abo^e priorj, until Its dissolation in the 
raga oi Henry VIII. when it foil into the King's hands, who 
bj charter settled both parsonage end adrowson on the dees 
and chapter of Rochester with whom they now remaio. *" 



• The former loose state of the p<rfioe ia this eonntiy wttl he «videoee4 klf 
the following relation. 

Aboat the year 174T the smngi/^^len in these parts were ptnra so noaieroni 
and so formidable, by their daring and repeated attacks on the persoas toA 
properties of the inhabitants, andthe horrid croeltles ezereised^ sobo wlie 
bad opposed Ihoir extraxragaaeesi that the people of Goadharst foopd tbea^* 
selves noder the aecessity. either^ of desertiog their hornet and leafing their 
property vrhplly at the mercy of these maraoden,, or of nniting to oppose by 
Ibroe their lawless inroads. The latter altematiye was at length embraced^ 
aad a paper ezpressiTC of their abhorrence of the eondnet of tiievmvggleti 
and their determiaation to opposeithem was diawn up aad sobseribed to^ 
hy a ooosiderable aamber of pcasoos who asstaned tha app^Uatioo of * lit 
€hmdh%r$t btin4 Qf militia; * at the head of whom was a young aMU» of tha 
name of Start,, a native Qf Goudbiirst, who had recently received his dis* 
charge from a Regiment of foot, under the command of Genend Harrison^ 
smd by whose persoasioiis they had beea principally induced to this resola* 
•4lon. IntetHgenoe of this coofMerasy^ soon reached the eai* «f the smag* 
^en» who coa^ived t<i way-lay one of the militia, and by mjeaiis of tortale 
,and confinement extorted from him a foil disclosnre of the plans aod intea* 
tions of bin (^oUeagnes, After swearing this man not ta take op arms 
against them, they let him go^ desiring him to inform the eonfedierates^ that 
they (the smngglers) would on a certain day, nsmed, attadt tiie towa» 
•aad raorder every <oii» tbefela^ apd bam It t» the groaad. SvaaT, oa 
j^ooQiving tbb infpirm^tioa coofeat d his Uttls^baad, and harUig paialed oat 
the dMger of theiv situation withont rxectioa and aoaaimlty^ ca^gpd 
them ii^ immediate preparation for the day of battle^ While some were 
sent in ijuest of fire-arms, others were employed in casting balh» mailing 
cartridges and providing every means for resistanee and dtftnce, wfaliA 
fiae and opportunity aibnted. At the time appelated; Ihesnaggleis, 
iMaded by one .KingsmilU n^Nle their appearanoe befate the eattea^wiails 
of the militii^ and after some horrid tbri^ats an4 iwrecaticms by their 
leader, a general dLscbar^ office arms was given by the smngglers, and i^ 
tiirnedimmediately by the militia, by which one of the smugglers fell; but 
U vas nat aatii tw« more had Isst 'fteir lives and many beea \ 
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L ADLOW, WM part of those rut poiiMiioiit widi vliick 
the conqueror enriched his half brother Ode, Rshep e| 
Baieuz,* and vhom afterwards he created Earl ef Kentp 
under the title of his lands it is thus entered in the reeord ^ 
Domesdajr. 

Richard de Tonebridf9 holds e/ th$ Bishcp (ofBaUus) 
Hastom. It was taxed ai six suiings. The arable land i$ 
twelve earucates. In demesne there are three^ and /or^ 
seven villeins^ with J^f teen borderers y having jyHeen carucates* 
T*kere is a church and ten servants^ and tvoo mills of. eleven 
shillings^ and twelve Jisheries cf seven shillings and sixpence^ 
and. tzvelve acres of meadow^ wood for the pannage qf sixi^ 
hogs. In the time of King Edward the confessor ^ andqfterm 
wards f and nowy it was and is worth thirty founds* Eddetsa 
held U of King Edward* 

that lliej qaitted the field of hatde: they were penwd by thejnQltia aai 
•ome of them taken, who expiated their eaormitiet oo the gallows. 

Ometatfhrmtr^ wailbrsome tiiao priortehiidteth, ■asltreftliepoae- 
.haaM at this place. 

* Of the liberality of the conqueror, aa opinion mi^ be termed, fWmi the 
rMowiaf fltateiaen^t *Hbrittt(aoee, begnaitedteHiii:hdeAbriaess»his«itlei^ 
son, the wfaoleeovnty of Chester, which he creeted iato apriatbale, smA 
mdendhy hii paat alvort iBdepeadaBt aCthecrawa. Robert, Earief 
Mortaigne^ had^9T3 maaors and lordships: Allaa, Earl ef Brilanny aad 
Riehmond, 442: Odo, Bishop of Baienx, 439 (jrrlmrfpeSy la iheeovntssf 
Kent) Geoffirey, Bishop of Coatance, 280 : Walter Oiihrd, Eirt of Bookla^ 
bim, lOT: WiUiam, Bart Wanenne, 898, besides 88 towns or haailelsia 
.VMaUfot Todenei, 81 : RoeerBifod, IfSt BebaH* Bertef Ee; llttslUfer 
|foftteer,138, besides seteial kaalets t Bebtftde8litfM, 180 1 Walter^ 
Bans, Eari of Saliibary, 46i Geoftey d^)llMdevi|le» 118t Eichaidda 
Qai^, 171: Hagh de Beaaohamp, 4T : Baldwl8deBid«en»l«4i Heniyd^ 
nrlar^ 8S8; WiUiaai de Ptr^» llBt yonaaal>'<4aQn«.** Uka^ r 
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The parish of Hadi.ov, or as in old deeds it was j 
written Haudelo^ and in Deiaesdaj, HatUm (as wbort) llei 
northward of Tunbridge, and is bounded mk the north Vf 
West-Peckham^ on the south by the Medw^^ jind ex|Badb 
%€stwarff^<!o tfcelft'orth-frith woods and the parish of 'iTun* 
Vri^e. Tks BoBoiTBH of Hadlow^ within theLowj of 
Tunbridge^ contains tlie parish of HadloWf with the churchy 
InccepC a small'district in ihe northern purt of It,' which Is in 
the hi^dred of Litjiefield. 

The countrj about *Hadlow is hj ho means pleasant, it is in 
general Bat, low, knd in some parts swampj, theenclosum 
iknall^ and the hedge-rows broad. The soil towards the upper 
part of the 'parish is poor, incliniDg to grarel, but the lowift 
grounds are fertile producing good corn, and esteemed par« 
ncularly kindly for hops, of which there are considerable 
)>Tanti^ions in the neighbourhood ; the grass lands, especially 
towards the river, arerery rich, and capable of fatting beasts 
Wihelargest size. ' The riTulet called ^e Sheet^ which flows 
from Plaxtol by Oxenhoath, crosses' this' parish, and unites 
with the Medway a little abore Brand-bridges.* The high- 
road froi|iJi|ai^sitone through Mereworth to Ti:(nbridge, cross^ 
4MlHip9isipk^T^rw9Miow-comnM>n, at the northern boundery 
of it, whence it goes through the town or Tillage offlUHvw; 
Jbetweeni,whi£Mn4:t^6 i^rer ii.JP|sh7lum ^ndHadlow-pb^; 
3MidBior(«4MtweKdtteiinallhamletaoCGoldwell-§^^ Btwwili 
2nd MilUatroet. • > v^ . m 

• On 4!he liknlf 6f thi»^d#ay, at the west end of the partH, 
Isawhkrfl^i^laiiflingptace^ called fiadlow-stairs, forthela- 
)iix^ ^ad nnlading x>f t^nber, coals, and other merchandize* • 
! . ■ - T.''. * ' .•"':-" •! 

*" *«'ifear ]liallMllig)«i^ilAattlieM^^^^ Iswhallihtte 

^alMWjIiwrnf tfoir, t^ag «a ingetiMMi e mftf i a iite to pen up tto wate»4» 
4 ceHHii iMigliV Vf-'wUcih mctm it ts tepahleofbeiiig let out ia dry Nh> 
^Hi, to ilew'oter aoi linitteii tie a^Jplilb^ msedews* #likdi Is mmik 
tiafars»Uiegf<<lt yn iriystil»t&'fcsii>*.v-^'*-> 
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:^ A fiiir ir yeurlj iirid in HmUow toWB on Whii^MDodaf;. - % 
^.•iTln.Mi|pMiryu)€ Mb iiMMV.wasin tiie tiBe'«ffleiir|r UK 
claimed bj the archbishop of CaHterbury, and ui tlie>fectf-iMi 
ctaid year of thnt reigny mi agreement was-enteMid iato' belwCbn 
mrcbbididp fionitee and lUchard do Ctere, earl of G to yi te iUf 
anAHeitferd^ concemiBg Ite cisMmns snd jorfkas wfaick the 
arcbhishoii reqaired of the«arl^ on aeecmnt' bf bispcBMittana 
im H€mlo^ke. i^enitwaaTeqaived4ylthe«arty tiMthashdoU 
da honagetothefofmer, the serfica of ibur Knightt' leai, maA 
fsiltold^covrtatCaiiterbiay^ andthathaahonldbediaUsW 
iteRrardof him andbisflveccflttopEV at iieirgreat feast, itkamnnr 
it tlKMrid happen that thaarobbiiliopthoQld be aathffonad* B^ 
MwriagevithtadavghterAofGiHiert, earl of Glboceiter, (gnuid** 
ton of the abore Richard de Clare)!, Hogb de Aodiej becMiiA 
pOMenad of this manor, and aa a finlher consequaace of auiDh 
nttiriige^ iras crested esrlofOlonceeter^ in the eterendi year 
of King Edward III. dying witfacnrt male ime, it became idm 
prcqpopty^f his only daigfater Margaret, < irbo> carried ttiamir^e 
nege to Ralph Sti^foad^ liord Stpiford, irfth wheee ia^emA* 
antft H remained m^ the 13th of Henry VIIL when •• tiie^ 
aiecntion of Edwaid, Doka of Baekingham for high trea*" 
•on, hit estates were seized by the crown, ahd nbowt thrter 
jreaia afterwards, tbe nmaor of Hadk>w wttb odier pottetsions 
ef the late dake, were granted by tbe Klag to Sir Beniyi 
finildford, codiptroller 4fi his faontehold, to^ hoiid by iflighta** 
IfMrrice. • • .1 . c •. - ; r 

. On bit death in tim twentyObidi ^ Kla^ Henry TIli: itMr 
amnDrrDreHedio the Gr«wn,a]id iathefonrth of Edward. TI;^ 
Has gtanted to John. Dtglley, Ea#l -ol War«4olt, -; afters 
wards created Doka of Northatob^rland^ and ifio ia'thoianentlr 
of the 'Saaie reign cficehaAged this and otth^r pifoatf s^ wilb thof« 
King for lands in sereral other counties. In the first of Eliza- 
IMh it was gi%n«fed toj^ther whh^ho park cilfed North-fryfh 
it tor kinJfiltn,^ Hfewi^^CttlJr; ' Lbnl Hdisdon, to holi %* 
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etpiUj in vbicb ftiiDily H continued antil abont tlM l^li.ef 
JUiei L when this manor was conveyed to Jamea Fairelothy 
U* D* of London. « 

' This niannr holds a court leet and conri baron, and is whoU 
ly independant of the conrt leet of the manor of Tbnbridge. 

HAni.ow Placi, a seat and estate in this parish was In ear« 
hf tines possessed \jj a family of the same name^ of whom NU 
diolasde Hadlow, is found on the itst of those Kentish gentle* 
men, who were with King Richard h at the siege of Aeon, fai 
Palestine, and John de Hadlow, a descendant of tfte aboiro^ 
attended Edward I. in his expeditimi into Scotland, in the 
mh year of his reign and who for his remarkable serricei 
there, particaiarly at the siege of Carlarerock, was madn 
Knight banneret by that Prince. 

FaoMOKos, is a manor here, whtieh in the 43d of Henry Ilh 
was in the possesrion of Simon Fromond, who in that year way 
. diosen one of the tweWe jurats on the part of the Earl of Glou* 
cestOT, to determine the bounds of the Lowy, in a IHspnte.be« 
tween him and the Archbishop. His successor in it was Peter 
Fromond, whose house is ihentioned in a perambulation of the 
Lowy, taken in the Bth year of Edward I, being just withia« 
tiive boimdary of that district. 

GnoMBunT, alias East CnoiiBOttT, is another manor whidr 
according to the archires of the church of Aochesier was at one 
time catted Cranduberi, and afterwards Cnmg^eH. Thia 
place was soon after the conquest in the possession of WHIianv 
soi» of WiOiua ite Horsamtideiinei who gaire the tenths of. it 
to. the monks of St. Andrew's priory^, in Ildcheater, (for 
winch a composition of fire shillings a year was agreed to) aft- 
which time it was accounted an appurtenance to the manor oC- 
Merewtrth, and afterwards came into the possessionof a i«Biih^ 

« Tke present owaer of <hisinanor» Walter Mf|gr, Bsf* ha» la^y ereels% 
ft. castellated mansioa, near the chorch^ ef whkk U k nnn^^cgmry t^jamkfi 
nay further mention. 
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\y i^ thatnaDM: Joha de Mereworth, in the 3(hh year of Ed- 
. ward III. paid aid for the manor of Mereworth with Cronge* 
bury, held of the Eerl of Gloucester as one Knight's fee. 

Beside the above is 

FisH-HALX., formerly the residence of John de Fisher, so 
called from his being inrested by Gilbert de Clare, Earl of 
Gloucester, Lord of the Lowy of Tunbridge, with the privi. 
lege of fishing freely and without controul within his jurisdic« 
tion. And 

Baknes-Place a considerable estate belonging to Francis 
Motley Austen, Esq. of Seven oaks. 

: The church* (dedicated to St. Mary) is a small building 
with a low pointed steeple standing on the east side of the 
town, and as early as the reign of King John, it was part of the 
possessions of the l^nights of St. John of Jerusalem, com- 
monly called the Knights hospitallers ; for in the last year of 
that reign, anno l!il6, Benedict, bishop of Rochester, at thepre- 
smtatlonof the prior and bfethren of that hospital^ admitted 
mnd Instituted Adam de Fonttbns to this churchy sating to the 
prior and brethren the ancient pension of two shilUi^s yearly 
paid to them from it; and the rightlikewise<of the church of 
Rodiester in all matters^ and the right of those who were ac- 

O 



* On the north iide of the tower, is exhibited one of the most indecent 
notices wt} erer remember to hove seen : bad such an one been placed »• 
gainst the meanest tap-house, or in any other situation where there was 
merely a posHHUtj of its erer meetnig the eye of decency. It would bate 
been JnsUy centnmMe: soch at least it our opinion; hot it is etidentthe 
. people of Hadlow hate not indolged suth fiMtidioas notions, sinee tbey bate 
allotted it the most conspicaons situation on their parisA churchy where it has 
been snifered to remain nearly a century II If there is any sense of decency 
remaining, we trust, after these observations, it will be exerted to remote 
the repioach to which the inhabitaato ef (his place have lendtied thcaasalves 
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customed to take tythes in tkis petifih^ sepwated from the 
iQother church. 

On the estahlifhment of the preceptory in the adjoining 
parish of West-Peckham^ bj those Knights^ this church was 
allotted as an appendage to it; in which state it continued till 
the general dissolution of these religious establishments ;. when 
its lands and rerenues were seized by the King. At this tin^e 
the rectory or parsonage of Hadlow was esteemed a manor. 

The adTowson of this living is now in the patronage of the 
Rev. Philip Monypenny, but a tripartite division has been 
made of the parsonage. The first part comprises the manor 
of the rectory of Hadlow, together with all houses^ glebes, 
tythes, and other appurtenances lying in Hadlow-ward. The 
second, consists of the tythes arising within the ward of 
Stair ; and the thurd, those that accrue from the ward of Gold- 
well or Colweld. 

HIGH HALDEN. This parish lies aoHliMeastmrd cf 
Tenterden, and in ancient records was sometimes wrftten 
' Hathewotden. The following is theaoeonnt {|ifea by HaHed 
of this place. 

^^ The parish of Halden (sa3rs he^ is situated Teiy obtewrely, 
in as unpleasant a part as any within this county; itisabooit 
three miles long and two brpad, and has about one hundred 
houses in it. It is so little frequented as hardly to be known 
beyond its own neighbourhood. The village is nearly in the 
centre of the parish, with the ciiurch and parsonage close to 
it on the east side.. The soil is a deep stiff clay. The turn- 
pike road from Tenterdeu to Bet^ersden and Ashfor4, iea4s 
through it, which as well as the rest oi the roada througlHMit 
it, are hhrdly pasiiable after any rain, being so miry, Hiatthe 
traveller's horse frequently plunges through them up to the 
girths of the saddle ; ^ and the waggons sinking so deep in the 

« Since tiie time abeire sHnded (6, a good hafd n&A has been ibrmeil 
Oom Tenterdea to Balden and from thence to Betheisden uAAs^iBn^i'- 
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nils, as to flltde. along on the nave of tfar wheels and axle of 
tbeiii. Th<B roadt are all of great breadth, frmn fiftj to mty 
feet and ilior^, with« breadth of green sward on each side; the 
hedges being filled with oak trees, whose branches hang orer 
t6 a considerable extent, and render the 8u!rface near them 
dantp,< wad the prospect alwajs f^ooray. In some fe# of "the* 
principal roads, at from Tenterdea hither, there: '» a stcMie 
cauaewaj aliont three feet wide, for the acconnnedation of 
horse and t6ot palsengers ; bnt there is none further on till 
near Betheraden^ to the great distress of traT^lers. When 
these roads become tolerably dry in svmmer, ihejr are plough- - 
ed. np and laid in a^ half circle to dry^ the only anieiidnient 
they tter hare* In< extreme dry weather in snasniei^ they be^ 
come exceedingly hard, and by traffic so smooth as to seem 
glazed, itke a potter's Vessel, thovgh a single hour's rain ren* 
ders them so slippery^ as to be rery dangerous to traTellers. 
The comttry here is low, flat and ^^ary, and very wet and 
miry, aa is this whole hundred and the country northward of 
it, asifar as^the qtmrry hills; the favm houses and cottagM are 
thinly seattored.abeut^ and meanly built of timber and plaister* 
There is a great deal of oak coppice«wodd interspersed 
througliont the pari^, having many ine laige trees of the 
same luad in tiiem." 

A£ter slightly mentioning the three fi>llowing houses, as 
formerly of soaro note, tiz. Halden pUnx^ BrMhiU^house^ 
and Crtmion^h^usey he concludes with this remark^ ^^and- 
thm^ were formerly more gentlemen's seats in this partsb, all 
which are Mien to decay, and there is not <me now residing in 
it." To whiicilt^ below, headds, ^^ Edward Jordan^ a leamed.. 
physician, was bom here, and died in 163^" 

According lo PhUqfoU (and afterwards repeated by Uarrig)^ 
this parislkceBteins nothing worthy of note, but Baki^piace: 
his wants are Iheae^ ^^HAu>Eif> ia the hnadred of. Blackbofiie 

3 



Digitized by 



Google 



108 HIGH BALVtflr^ 

aod Barkley haft nothing vortfa3r in it that may oblige a re- 
membrance bat only Hales»place, from whence, as from their 
fountain, the several streams of the Hales, that in divided rtrulets 
have spread themselves over the 'whole county, did originally 
break forth. But where Hales-place is now placed, or in what ' 
angle of the parish it is situated, I confess I cannot instruct my* 
self, unless it be that great house which was the original seat 
of the Scots, before they planted at Congerherst in Haukherst, 
and which Reginald Scott sold to Sir Edward Hales." But this 
surmise and his reasoning on it, are equally ill founded, at 
least if Hasted is to be credited, who appears to entertain no 
doubt, on the subject ; he says *^ Hales-place i» an ancient 
well timbered mansion, situated about a mile eastward from 
the churchy and is eminent for having been the original seat of 
the family of Hales, in this county. Nicholas Hales was resi- 
dent here in the reign of Edward III. as were his descendants 
till about the reign of Henry Vl, when they removed to the 
adjoining parish of Tenterden. After which it seems to have 

continued in this family till it was at length sold to Water* 

man, in whose descendants it remained, down to Mr. Richard 
Waterman, who lately resided in it.'' 

The Old House, formerly called Halden-bovse (the same 
which Philipott supposes to have been the original seat of the 
Hales's in this county) stands a small distance northward from 
the church, which, though it was the habitation of the Scots, 
of Halden, yet seems to have been the property of the Maneys, 
one of whom. Sir Anthony Man^, of Linton, appears to 
have demised to John Scot, of this place,^ his capital house, 
with the park and Fands belonging to it, in this parish and Be* 
thersden, for a term of years, with a covenant of renewal for a 
further length of time, at forty marcs per annum* In this 
name it continued down to Raynold Scot, who soon after the 
death of Charles L alienated his right in tlus estate to Sit 
Edward Hales, Bart. . 
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The TOtnor of Tiffevdcn, formerlj written Tipindene, situ* 
9iXed in the s<rathern part of this parish, was anciently of such 
note as to be recorded in Domesday, which very few estates in 
t)iese parts of the Weald were. It was then part of the pos- 
sessions of Hugo de Montfort, under the general title of 
whose lands it is thus entered : 

In Blachebume hundred^ Hugo de Montfori hinuelf hold$ 
half a yoke in Tepindenej which Norman held of King Edward^ 
and it was taxed at half a yoke. There are two villeins with 
half a carucate. It was always worthy and it worth one hun» 
dred pence. 

Hugo de Montford, before mentioned, was the son of 
Thurstan de Bastenberg, a Norman, who accompanying the 
Conqueror, was with him at the fatal battle of Hastings, and 
for his services was rewarded with many lordships in different 
counties, and among them with this of Tependene. The scite 
where the ancient mansion stood^ is still risible, with a laige 
moat round it, but there has been no house on it for a great . 
length of time. Sir Edward KnatchbuU, Baronet^ is the pre* 
sent owner of this estate. 

North-westward from the church there is a large moat, 
which Hasted observes ^^ Seems rery ancient; but there has 
nerer been any bricks, or any other marks of a building 
found." 

The church (dedicated to St. Mart) consists of two aisles 
and three chancels with an uncouth wooden steeple at the west 
end, covered with a pointed, shingled roof. This tower erec* ' 
ted in the reign of Heniy VI. contains five bells. In this 
place is a charity scho6l founded by one of the Tildens an J 
endowed with lands situate in the parish of Biddenden under 
the goyemment of ten trustees. This parish in VaL Benejkio^ 
rum J 1695, Is put down as a ricaiage; but Bishop Williamt 
ki hit map of Canterbur)^, makes it a rectoty. 'Tis valued in 
the King's books at 101. 4s. 6d. per annum. (PhiUpott.) 
Hasted, says it is a rectory, and part of the ancient possessions 



Digitized by 



Google 



lift »«WJKB9B8T. 

of Am ^c»^{ QmterbYtry. li'htk ive acres of gldbelani attecb. 

' HAWKHURST, situate* on the south side of the A^'eald, 
is" surrounded on the north, east and west, by the parishes of 
CranUrobk, Benenden and Sandhurst, and bbunded on the 
south bj the rirer Rother, (Kent Dyke) which divides the 
cbunttes of Kent and Sussex ; but a small part of this parish 
ciTIed HaseUenj lies within the county of Sussex, or rather 
oil the south side of the Rother ; a deTiation in the course of 
fhi rrrer, haring taken place, on the erection of a new bridge 
over it, on the road from Hawkhurst to Hurst-Green. * 

'the TilFage off }]kwkhurst is divided into two parts: J that 
in which the church is situated, called the Moor^ and High* 
gaiCy (so called from its eleyated situation) about three quar- 
ters of a mile distant, standing on the high road from I^ndon 
to Rye. 

The situation of both these spots is particularly pleasing, 
though difiering materially in character; in the former there 
is*^ an appearance of quiet and repose, which cannot fail of plea* 
sing those who hare the smallest relish for rural retirement, 
w^ile the latter has an air of chearfulness and gentility, rare- 
ly observable in places equally remote from large towns: they 

c ' ■ 

* AsnfficieiU account of this variatira of the coarse of the Rother, h 
preserved in Kilburne; but it is only valuable as a parochial record. 

.^ HaiHAortt Ao? at prasent bat a lilUnf^, hsid anciently a markrt, by 
g^antt of the M of S^ard K. to^ thei abbey of Battte, kt^ on TiesdayV i 
vj^n the gfeeaagwpst Elfords, thr lonner«eat of the fiuaily of Bq}s;< bat 
it bad In Kilbaroe^s time been lon^ discontinued, though there were,persoais» 
who irmembered the market-cross; and he says, that in his own recollection 
a sMaflMftoaM^, called 9t, Hf ahigaret's Cltoss, was remaininj;^, in which the 
omr. VBt pdL i^Aeh ins inaold «m market 4rj$ Airfng the. existence of the 
m9«k^.aa44qa som^af l|if».!ih«p»we]K«atitt t 



'f Hasted describes these as two distinct villa^. 



Digitized by 



Google 



lOLWKBClBm. til 

«re both deligjhtfully placed, eomoMuidlag extensive view«, <»- 
,ver A rich and varied cottatiy. .1 

i The conveiiiencei afforded bj a daily po«t, and tlie pH^sMg 
to and fro of the Rye coach, with the advantaffes df good 
riiopSi a fplentifttl sapply of m\\ the necettaries «f life^ go^ 
waiter, aad healthy air, render Hawkburat pecoliarfy desiiabte 
At a place «f retkvoicnt. 

The manor of Supmill, aliaa Moorho«9b, which include 
ibe denae of &wkhurst, was. anciently esteemed as an ap. 
pendage to the royal nuuwr of W^e^ the liberty of which et* 
tends over tlie greatest part of this paiish, and passed as wA 
with that 8»Bor, in the gift made of it by WiUian the €oA« 
qiieiwr, to the Abbey of Battel, at the first foundatkm of K in 
the year 1067. 

In the reign of King John, Odo abbot, and the convent of 
Battel, granted by charter, (to which there is no date) to the 
owners of the lands in this parish, within their liberty of the ma- 
' nor of Wye, 1^ the name of his men of Hawkhurst, Ike XfiUe if 
' Haakburii, at a oertam rent in money, hens, and eggs. And af- 
terwards the abbot and convent, anno 14th Edward I. granted lo 
rthem, by the name of their tenants at Hawkhurst, all the tene- 
ments there which they held of his fee, in certain dennes ther A 
inenlioned, to hold at a 'yearly rent, reserving salt to -their 
court of Wye from three weeks to three weeks, by two wftSBt 
only. 

Iii ibis state it continued until the < suppression of this abbeF 
in the 36th of Henry VIII. when it came with the manor of 
Wye, into the hands of the crown, whence the royalty^ with 
^e qiiit^rents at Hawkhurst appendant to that manor, which 
Still continued there, was granted, by the name of the t^anor 
of Morehouse, with its appurtenances, anno 3ld Henry VIII. 
.to^r John Baker, of Sissinghurst, to hold i» <MpiY« by KQight!a 
service. His descendant Sir Henry Bakac,' Knight and Bato^ 
net, anno 17th King James I. cc^iiveyed his interest in it to 
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Hemy Carey Lord Hunsdoii) lord of the manor of Wye, wkkb 
had been granted to his grandfather* of the wme name, by 
Queen Bliaabeth, in her 3d year. He was afterwards created 
Viscount Rochford, and Earl of Dover; soon after which he 
fold*both^he manor of Wye, and this of the denne of Hawk- 
hurst, alias Moorhouse, with their appurtenances, to Sir Tho- 
mas Finch, Knight and Baronet, of Eastwell, who, on the 
death of his mother in IMS, succeeded to the titles of Vis- 
count Maidstone and Earl of Winchelsea. In his descendants 
. these manors continued down to Daniel, Earl of Winchelsea 
and Nottingham, who died in 1760, without issue male, and 
by his will derised them, among the rest of his estates- in this 
County, to his nephew George Finch Hatton, Esq. now of 
Eastwell, the present possessor of them, f 

The court baron held for this manor, still continues to be 
kept under the same form, for the purpose of presenting alter* 
ationi of tenancies and the choice t>f reeves, who collect the 
reserved rents still paid to the Finch family, who are owners 
of the.royalty, but have no other claim on the property of the 
freeholders. 

This parish hath several lands, &c. belonging to it, left te 
^iotts and charitable uaes, viz. 

Benry PMrsoa and William his sen by deed anno S9d £dward IV. €ob- 
weyed to the ase of thii parish for ever« a mearaage and an aero of land, ad* 
Joining to the church yard, called the church house^ the rent of which is em* 
ployed towards the reparation of the church. Kilbume in his survey, p« 
ISl s^s, upon part of this laud was erected an alms house, and another 

• This is the same to whom Elizabeth granted the manor of Bidbcmnigh, 
Ac. was Earl of Monmouth and cousin german to Elizabeth, and educated 
with Charles I. He was a great traveller, and suffered moch by the civil 
wars. He composed nothing of bis own ; but translated from several foreign 
snthon, no less than seven folios, two octavos, and a dnodecbow. Died 
IMJuMiaai, HcA-ift- 

' + Halted. 
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}nwy osnttlty called Am Se«(<ni*ft komm^ the •wme totiofr Vea* from aboifk 
the be^iottin^ of tht rei^ 0f King Janes I» used hr the habitation of the 
Sexton. 

ThoiAas I^^endoa devised by #8! lO 1556, leTeral raetsnages and lands at 
or near Hichttreet, in this parish, tb be for cttr employed for piom nscs, 
ted are oov of the aannal Yaloe of bein(( fosted in the ehnfchwar- 

densnnd iaat other trostees, the prodoco of Whieh is ^iven sway at duristuuif 
yearly, in i^ift moAey. 

Thomas Gibbon, by deed, anno 15th of Blisabeth, fronted to trasteesfbr 
0?er, anaanoity oP4Ss. and4d. perannnm ont of hit messnage and three pieces 
of land upon the denne of Amboldeshurst, contnining seven acres; which 
•anoity was purebaBed of Urn by the parishio«en» to bo employod towmrdt 
Ihe maintenance of the chnrcb. 

Sir Thomas Dnnk, by wUlin 1718, gnve thesom of SOOOI. to be kii ont 
in bnildtnf and endowing • tree school and six alms booses at Highgate, for 
jk decayed hoittokeepers, three men and three women i the schoolmaster to 
leceife Id. per annum, aad the alms people M. each. The school and tAam 
boases wale aeeordiagly erected aad endowed, by William Richards» 
Ssq. bis eaecatort (the surplus of these sums, sifter the oomplealins 
of the buildings, behsg laid out la the porchate of • fiurm)i who, to 
nuke the Irailding and eadowmeat more compleat, added to the SOOOL 
idk>ut 18001. of hb own money, and further by his will ordered, that a fur* 
ther sum not exceeding 8501. should be laid out in the purebase of lands, 
the iaoome of which should be employed to angment the salary and peasioai 
payable to tlw master and alms-people. In pnriuanoe of which bequest, 
Cieorge Dank, Earl of Hifli&x, who married Anne, only daughter and 
heir of William Richards, (as being the representative of the execator of Sif 
Thomas Donk, as perpetual visitor) la 1753 ; in consideration of the said 
S50l.aadT0U* raised from the sale of timber from Tilden, the estate settied 
Wfore on thb charKy, eoaveyed to tta trustees of it, and their sneoessort 
£>r ever», being the minister of Hawkhnrst, aad ten othen, a memnage and. 
land lying near Foartrows, in this parish and in Sandhurst, of the yearly 
rent of 171. hy which means the salaries of the Schoolmaster and alms-people 
were increased. The present salary of the amster is 581. per aaanm, and 
or the alms-poople ITL 

The school and alms-houses, ( a neat, uniform, brick struc* 
ttare, situated on the north side of the road at Highgate) are 
under the management of respectable trustees. 

A fair is held yearly near the church, on the lOth of Auguit^ 

P 
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(St. Lawrence'f day, the patron of Ore chtii^h,)'tivderagtant 
from King Edward L a<id IKilbiiriie mentidns another hartng' 
l>een kept on the 14th of fehmaij^ bat wlbici| in hU^timiB had 
be^ long di&contiai^d. ... 

■ Within ih& pariah were formefij fiTe croMes^ two alone of 
^ieh remained -in Kilbnrne'ar time, which he teiitts Watck-kou*' 
ses, and very probably were so converted, after the rfeforma- 
tion. .These crosses were intend^^ as stimulaats^to pietyj in 
the dark i^ea of popery and svg^rstiti^n, *' '. r . . 
' The morteoDiidlerable portion; Qf woddland im tina parish^ 
is on the western side adjoining to Gk>tidhitrttf being "^part of 
the Pry th woods, at present the property of E: J. Curteis, fcq. 
of Windmill-Hill, near Battle.. The soil is Taripus^ generally 
^clay, ah!pttn4i!ig. with marie, but. in tbe jiorih^m p^rts, 4herei 
is a cott&iderabte portion of 9anld.n fFhe- only nianulketoTy car< 
lied bn in tht^ plaefe, is of worsts, by Mr. .B. Winch, who 
employs a numfeer of hands. 

Hawkhurst contains several genteel residences, of which ii^ 
|nay be expected, ft^qie wticM skp^lA he. taken. .... 
. The most andent-, perhaps^ ifi Ecroime, whidh, punng) 
throngh the fktfillies of Castleman, Congfatrrst afid ftobetUr,- 
was, in the l^th olf Elizabeth' alienated by Edmund ilob'erts to. 
j^ichard Boys, Gent, in which pame^and family it remained 
fipwardsof two centurieSk^JMit ; by purchase ims. become the 
property of Mr. Bichard Winch. It stands, a-smali diatlaiee'' 
eastward of i^he church and is an object of much picturesque; 
interest; being analagous with the surrounding scenery, 
1^ A litUe removed fxoip thU^ ^utihward^ is a ffub9ta||itiaj[ re$i« 
dence erected within these few years by Jesse Gregse^.Ei^ at 
9, considerable e^ence* , ^ >^ . . . ..'..7 

. And beyxNad this last is Lillisden^ a neat modem f«oi4ed|; 



<' • For an aeeottnt- of ^reHgious^ mentorial-Bni lotmiarjf crosses, fte. ^Ma 
Britton's arcb. antiquities, vol. 1. ! 
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^i»e, i^andUig' in a. Uiif^ agreiiably disposed and from 
which • the Tie^s to t^ soi^thward, though limited j ar» 
extremely interestiog. As* early as the reign of Elizabeth^ this 
place was the residence of the- Chittendens, emiof at clothier? 
here^ in which iiame it <^Q^ini]^ed down to John Chitteod^ % 
Gent, bnt is at present the property and residence, of Johf 
Osborne^ JSsq. ' /r 

, OpposUe the .churc)! -(nortlrward) a smaU genteel resi^encp 
ocoi^pled by Robert Mjatt^, £0% : : ;^ 

^ : On the sight of the road, fro^ the Moor .to Highgat^ 4tai^ds 
Hali. Hqvs%: for npwardg of, two r centuries in the family of 
Mercer; but which by purchase in IjSl^xame into tl^ possess!** 
^n of Nathaniel Colly^r)'7Esq«. and. from him t9.bis.|;«ao43on 
^Dr» Nathaniel JLardner*) ^who being unmarried, bei^eathe^ 
\his property at Hawld^st to his sister's 4aughter apd her 
/husband^ Jli(r« Joseph Jennings, bjr whose son f it is at presei^t 
possesse^.. In the appearance 1^ situation of this house there 
is much of comfort. 

ToMos., situated hx a retiried part of the parish eastinrard of 
fiighgate, was the rjesidence of Sir Thomas Diink (whose ma« 
nificent charitable donations haye been before .noticed) and ia 
whose family it had been from the commenc^mept of the fif** 
ieenth century. It is at presi^t the residence and property of 
JE^redeiick Wilson, Esq* a ^gentleman formwly in the Eas^ 
rJndi^^diiipuiy's service.; 

:■ f 0:1^^% • situate, at jthe^^st cin4 of Highgate, was lately 
possessed by Sir John Brewer Dayis, Knight, a descendant p| 
. P 2 



* I>r. Nathaniel LAr^ni^r an eminent dtssentinf divine, antkor of '*The 
credibility of the Gospel Historsr; " of '* the Testimonies of the ancient Jews 
and Pagans In favor of Christianity;" *' the history of H^etic^/* Ac. 8tt, 
Bora 1684» died 1768. 



f Author of the accoant of Hawkhnrst in the Bibliothi^ .Ta^.;.Bri|. 
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Riehaid Kitbnrne, Esq. Mihbr of the turney of this counfy, 
pnblisfaied Ih i(rd9, and %V6 Si«d pbssdsseS IPpA' -cwfite in 
1679. It is now hy putchase hec^ the pr0 y i| | | M <rf j|tet»nA 
der Bkiimanno, Esq. The tittUtion of tbh nmf'Wm t^fWUI- 
log on the scite of the old boose, B peiha^ s^V^iMtfil ^si* 
'Table in the county. . . •• ^ • '"^n 

Near Flimwell on the sooth of the road, la K^|o«i>%ilek 
%bo8e, Teiy pleassntly situated, built by GMlil^^^HiMi^ 
gler; now the residence f and property of^tpKi-ftlUs^^ 
Solicitor. About a mile'b^nd on the sain##liilif Alb Aad, 
and near to Higligate, is New Lodge, oclfl^il|l hj a lady 
of the name of Goodwyi?.' -"•' ' ^ * 

On the road from Gllls-igreett to Beneiideit in-iF'retireft^itiK 
ntton. Is Jtwatersy the residence of John j^ififinoll lltarcer, 
"Esq. but only remarkable on account of ^e'^aitoolfiMpI^ 
tality of its owner : thts gentleman, thou^ intent wfth so 
Iramblea dwelling, possesscii very' extensire' landed property, * 
In the counties of Kent and Sussex, and is mbst probably the 
wealthiest indiyiduai in the ptkrOli in Whkh he lives. At this 
place the shock of the ^eaithquake, so generally ^felt on tlie 
tl8th of January, 1812, was so riolent, as to alarm its inha* 
Wtauts for their safety. 

' Besides those aboTO mentioned, are peroral oth^r respeetaiu 
ble residences, but which we are usable to particularise, ha» 
Ting already rery much exceeded the prescribed Iflnits of this 
articie, and as yet thken no notice of ihe churchs) «>0at^rial 
object of consideration, t : [ 

The Cbphcb (dedicated to St*. IiAwncNct) was founded by 

• For sone accoimt of tbe gaog to wbich he ^><ii*>>JSEl|^^^p^ 
CfoMlAiirstg p.lOO« GmydiedandtfieolOBaeortioatporMtiooirilei^^ 

f ThisiMnwe thooKh onafiy csteeawd ia BawUkanl^ ii la fact»|a Ike 
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thti Abbot of Battle, in Ike reign of Edward III. and is a Y6» 
Yy creditable specimen of fbe ImpfOTed stjle.of ardiitectare Im 
thnt retgn« In the time of Bdward II. a naaifest change ha! 
.taken place, in the decorative parts of our religioas edifices, 
«nd these innovations were further extended and confirmed la 
the reign of his snccesser, and with regard to the principal 
parts and members continued in nse, until the general suppres* 
aion of monasteries^ by Henrj VlII. from which time, this 
ftjrle of architecture, for want of enconragement, rapldl j do* 
alined, and was finallj stt|^lanted, by that barbarous and 
incoBgruotts fashion which characterices the buildiiigs of the 
days of Slizabeth, and of her immediate successor. 

The east front of Hawkhnrst church, is unquestionably the 
finest piece of architecture witUn the Weald, and well worthy 
ike attention of the admiters of this style of building ; the 
•windows In the north aisle, and another immediately beyond, 
on the same side, are also deserting of notice. The small bnild« 
log at the east end, which has giTon rise to a rarlety of con* 
jecture and very erroneous conclusions, was most probably « 
an^^iiioiMd; but tins, the author of ^a sketch of the history 
of Hawkhnrst,*' (publbhed in continuation of the Bibliothe« 
ea Topographica Britannica) might not be disposed to admit; 
he says, page 7. ^^The building at the east end, cannot ever 
haTe been a Cha?gi., as its dimensions are too small, its situ* 
Ation precisely against the altar, and no appterance of any 
roof; it has most probably been a burial place at the time of 
the ibnndation of the church, with which it appears coeral, 
for some great family of the place." 

One of the reasons, assigned for its not haring been a Cba* 
fVLy IS evidently erroneous, as any person at all acquaintei 
with the architecture of those times, or Indeed with the most 
common principles of building, may easily satisfy thems^es ; 
for what purpose, but that of supporting the roof, was a set 
pS^ left on a level with the einbiarafes of the parapet, or of 
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wliat use would have been gkM in €be dpeningt on the side^, 
if Hie top was left nncoTerad. And agaiii, it is conelnded that 
because it was pr4ckely against the attar, that therefore it 
eoald not possibly, hare had an^ direet communication with 
the chtirch. This obserration and tilie coaclasion whieh is inp^ 
posed to be grounded on it, are equally obyectionable. In the 
times of general igtiorance and priestly imposture, it was net 
unusual to leaTO an interml betweeii the altar andtlie extremii- 
iy of the east end either as a' confessto^al or for some other 
i>urpo8ebest knowa to the priestjiood;* such might have lieen 
the case in the instanee before us, and then, a direct cemmi&> 
nication with the church bright ha^re beenadn^tted, as probable; 
at least ; but them- is no nes^essity of seeking' so far to proTe the 
flict, the fortuet- enltance f^om^ the main building, being still 
to be traced, though i^ncealed ou the inner side l^ the moderii 
erections about Hie altar* The entrance in question was on the 
right of the present communiontable, and close oii the leift «^ 
the external entrance to this small buildiiig, fdr not^thstai^d- 
faig it is neatly closed with the same. unteHals of which the 
buildtfig is cMnpo^ed,' y^ theorcft lifdlie^ ai^' still remainiaglft 
the walK The ^supposHioVi that it has been the burial plaice 
f>f some person or ikthlty of nofe,< is too conjectural to be a^ 
itiitted, in the absence of e^ery thing like aproof^ amd Hiougii 
the fact werec^tftblii^ed beyond a doubt, it deeSnot In atffr 
measure militate against the notion of itS' haTlng. been' a coii^j^ 
hionat; this indeed appears the only reis^uaiAe'tonelttsidfl^ 
(Hkd the external •entrai^e to it, rather serrlfS C6 corroborate 
the supposition. .... -t: I 

The Windows df this church were fi^rmerly tiled WUh mUch 
tailous painted glai^f wKich ^as almost wholly dem<^!tsM% 
1 V ' ■■,.': ... ;• .i : "' •* -•/• 

, • Jht tmtmue of thk ktaui iMy be neet^Miihk rbnifiiito eC Bayhifin^ AMMfty^ 

^ , . .• . • -.-.-" ■ . • '. ■•» . - • * " •• T"t 

f Though the use of stained glass had been introduced in t>ur churcoes 

aearly • century before, ttfis^fiasMdif ^did not become prevalent until *tA 

reign of Edward III. 
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Sarh^ the civil wars .Mid popvltr commotioiis of the 8ixteeiit& 
Cflfttttfj. Of the little tiiat now femaliif, are the mutilited 
ftrms of Bdward III. and Ids son, in the farthest window in 
^e north chanoel ; and- the atms of the abbey of Battle, of 
Etchtngham and of Psshley in the first 4>f thethree north win* 
dows; the latter being still tolerably perfect. The font which 
apt^ra coeral with the building, has been well preserved, and 
b a very neat piece of workmanship. ^*In the soutii chancel 
of the church was anciently the image of th^ Virgin Maiy ! 
«ttd several tapers or lights were also in this church, cailed 
the Beam-light, the Pascal-light, Judas'-eandfes, St. James'- 
Ught, and St. LawrenccPs»l?|^ht ; and over the north porch of 
the church is a room, called the treasury;* wherein were de« 
poiited ^n a chest, several antieht vTrttings concerning 'the ten^ 
ants of the twelve efen^ in and near this parish In Wye liberty; 
and concerning other lands and rights of the parishioners.'' f 
The principal memorials in the church are those to the memory 
of the Boys's; that to Riehaird Kilburne, the perambulator, in 
thccuorth chancel, and the small elegant mural monument to 
the memory of Nathaniel Lardner, D. D. Beside these, in the 
isiddle aiiHe, is that to the memory of Sir Thomas Dunk, and 
th0 brasses for John Roberts, his wife and children, and to 
whtch formerly was an inscription in black letter. By the act 
6f uniformity in 166% Mr; £phraim Bothet was ejected from 
this living and the incumbents of many benefices in this neigh* 
tfburhood, were also silenced, as those of Cranbrook, Benen* 
ien, Biddenden, 'Goudhurst, Lamberhurst, Horsmonden, 
Rutvenden, Staplehurst and Tenterden. 
< ^]iawkhar«tis<:now esteemed a perpetual ciin^cy, andisintht 
patronage of the dean and chapter of Christ-church, Oxford. 

HEADCORN., The situation of this parish is far from plea*, 
^t, it lies flat and .low aod. the gener^;! aq>ect pf it is eheer< 

• Aocoiding to Kilbumi^. f TBese writingt are still prtscired. 
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lets and f(»»biddiii^: its soil U m tisff day, ydack when exiposeA 
to the 8tti> and air bficomet exftvemeljr liaid aad stifdy, and tk9 
I9adft are macb on a par with tho$e. of FHttettdeD to irhic^ it 
adjoins nprthwan). The riTer Beiilt^ cine of thepHncipal fee« 
ders of the Medway, passes throagh this ptri& In a direction 
nearly east and west, and tlie whol^ is well watered by diier* 
ent little streamlets which spread over it* The ▼iUage^* it 
placed nearly in the middle of the parish, and la (as Hasted 
obierves)^^an unfreqnented dull place," and perfectly In 
character with the general appearance of the nei^bonrhood* 

It appears, that as early as the 47th qf Sdward III. a sn«« 
▼ey of the Beult was made betwejin Headoorn and Yaldii|g« 
*^ Robert Belknap, and others, were assigned to view all the 
banks, dec. betwixt HeUcr&ne and EaJkfyng^ as well as be* 
tween Patyndranes«meU fnd Elherst, in this coonty, and to do 
Vhat shonld be requisite concerning them according to the law 
and custom of the realm.'' 

This place is remarkable as having been the first slatiop pt 
the brethren of the order of the Boly Trinity in England; as 
fppears by the following extract. 

. ^'Mottenden, ormoretruely Modenden, is amandr sitmiled 
in the northern part of this parish, which with the estate be« 
longing to it, called great and little Mottenden, anciently be^ 
longed to the family .of Bx>kesle;, one of whom, Sir Ricbaid 
de Rokesle^ in the year 1234, anno 0th Heniy III. founded 
a priory on this manor, for Friars of the order oi th^ Hotfi 
Trinity, conmionly called Trinitarians, being the first bens0.o( 
this order in England. Their mle was that of St. AuvnM^ 
with some peculiar constitutions. TMr habUy a whfte gomny 

* It coBdtts of one wide ttfag^tag tCrcet of mam h eme* : the road throagb 
it is in no respect superior to the bye ways, being in winter ahnost impassa* 
btefor waggons, and even la the tonmer too toogh for any light carriage. Te 
pass from one tide of the street to the other, a rongh stone causeway is mi* 
sed) to the gttat anaoyaace of hooemen at att leasoas. 
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iffitk « ned aodllilviB cross opi tikeir te«asts^ tiMif fe«esitte» w«f^ 
dindcil, one pari for. llMirsiippovt and «Miiiteiiaii6«, aaotiiifr to 
ielilivcfi tk(apoo«> and a third to radeen stiok cbrisiiaitsafr shoold 
li« lakei^ captives bjfs the InidelsL To tUs prioiy tl^ fonndef 
at ti^e same tuna i^vw tbls manor*; aaad there were from time td 
1^ngre-aaTeraiphsddais.andindalgeiiriea granlwd' hj Mie$«eceed-c 
ing Popes to the benefactors oi It, which «3cre^ad Mk Its 
tspuiation and its MfBnnes; 

Id th^ Si;mikden librarj is a deed, iviil^h shew» the tenor of 
isesa pai^oils and indalganaias, and this baoeflts arising from 
Aem^-^lrom the wsA siip»Mtit|on of Afferent persofi^ some of 
-^om appear to h^ve been of no 9iean nmk and c^Hisequence ; by^ 
ftJiroihcrlUehai)^ nnDistar (by whkh iiam« the head of this 
^^tuBSa araa called) of '«hii Jbonse of Hfo^yd^n, certHied that 
fnB]r.ofihe EUman po^tifs ha¥ia§ esidowed the co-bre^reii 
and c«f8isters ei his -order with many privileges, especteUy ift 
that they hught imeh ehose for themselves a confesiiop, wh^r 
mSf^ abiolceriliBni'from all matteni not resorted to the apOst<W 
^fii apa^ dad once in 'thatv. lives, even from all those likewise' 
doaaevim^ whibh^ th^; see itself was^ of course to be ceiisulted; 
jlL«d« asi Jehn Beridj^, Eaiq;^ of Saxrandea Boring, had taken on 
hi)Dis^tfr,4iifts.,fratentity. iii ilh? .maaaer of a c^n-frere, and be. 
ocwe a bvttelketof /tot oompiy with the teaor of the apdstoYie^ 
letters, *he assdctated' IdnT' iir hiS: life, as well as in h!^ daaith^' 
tbgether with a^l their 4frlaafds ali^e and dead, iik all- masseji' 
miA paayen, ai|d sn£&age^ of thola^ relij^on ; vhieh deed is dat* 
ed under the seal of their confraternity in the year 1495; 

In the 38th df Hemgriilv they procured the grant of a fair 
to be held yearly at tliis manok Iii the 8th year of King 
Richard (L tho temporalities of this priory were valued at 
one hundred shillings per ai^jn^^^ and it continued in this 
state Hill the 47th yev* of Htenry' ^ HI. when an act passing 
for the suppression of all isuch religious houses, whose reve- 
tfiiU^^' hot ibibunt to th^ 6t^r yearly value of 200L an^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



for giriDg them to the King, tbi&priorjr, this yiearlj revenues 
of whkh amounted to no more than 601. 13i. 0|d. was mnk 
rendered, with all Ita landt. and possesnons^ ilie principal of 
which lay in this and Either parishes, in this county^ and iis 
that of.Sasseic, to the King's, use. At whith time it appears 
that there was a house of friars at Hertford, called Le Tnaitye; 
subordinate to thia of Mottenden.* 

The manor of Mottenden and .the lands belonging to the 
priory there were part of those gWen by H^iry VlII. to 
Jhomas Cromwell, Earl of JBsscix of whom a bidgraphical" 
sketch , has been before gben,+ on whose attainder noir 
long afterwards, they were again seiz«t by the crown, and 
after his executioin, this manor ^itfa the scit^ of the priory and 
sereral lands belonging to it> weregranted to Ailthony Anchor^ 
Gent, of Swinfield> In, the . tiole ^f Charles II« this manors 
tec. was in the possession, of Sir Charles S^Aey, tfae.postha* 
mens son of Sin John Sedley, Bart. :of Ayleafqrd, whb be*^^ 
came noted to^ hk wit and gatiantry^ He wbs ad mtich IridU* 
mired and appUvkdedythat he. beeamis a ktad of oitele anongf 
^e poets ; and; no performan^ it3($ approred or condemned: 
tJiU Sir Charles SecMey had gifpu judgment* flSs wofrksoonA. 
sist of plays^ translattons, soog», .prologues, epil^gaieaafld lit-i 
^e occasional pie^s. TherSoftness of <hi& verses is characterir*/ 
edby the Duke of Buckiligham^iwho dalls them f^Sedley't' 
^itchcmft ; '' a&d. jUi^ art 4>f insiMalidg loose pr inciples^in nieatt 
i^d decent la^ogus^e: is. th'tts^aacrib^ tp hlar by the. Ear) oi 

Rochei^ter,! : !; ..: -> .. '»- ■ .> : ^'i 

T^tc»a wHharc^isUi9s eharni^inpait, , </ • 
' Theloo9estw.i4ies. to the chastest heart:** 

^ i ♦•Hastdf. : ' ''- ' ^ '•" 
- ' • f Vidi^p. dS. note. . '■ - ^'' - '- 

* Equally remarkable, for his wit» thedissolnieness.of hifJilj^fB^^ 
exemplary penitence. 
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' Peter Hasey, arcbdeacon cf Northampton, by bis will in 
1499, appointed his body to be buried in the choir of the Ho- 
ly Trinity conTent at Mottenden, where he had made his 
tomb ; and it seems he died in this priory. 

Here also was formerly a chantry, founded by John Kent, 
hi the 6th year of Edward IV. and called, after the founder, 
Kent's Chantht. This was suppressed before the 90th of 
Henry VIIL and the scite and lands belonging to it granted to 
the Earl of Essex^ who soon afterwards exchanged it with the 
{SLing for other premises. In the 36th year of that reign, the 
icite of this suppressed chantry, with seyeral lands belonging 
to it in Headcom and elsewere, were granted to Sir Anthony 
St. Leger, to bold by Knights' service. It is still called the 
Chantry Farm* 

Another manor worthy of note, is Southolmenden, the name 
of which is mentioned in a charter of Offa, King of Mercia, 
dated in 791, by which he gare among other premises Sutheh 
mingdoH to Christ-church;^ in Canterbury. 

The other manors in this parish, are those of RisHPonns,. 
Blechenpex, alias Cbuttemoen, Wisperhawke and Habip- 
Di^if , with the reputed manor of Kilsham. 

'^he church (dedicated to St. Peter and Paul,) wa» fonnd* 
ed by one of the family of Colepepper, and the, mpnument 
.and arms of the founder still remain in the aovDi wall of it; 
the latter are carved, over the west door of the belfry. It 
was formerly among the possessions of the crown, and remain* 
ed so until King Henry III. granted the rectory of it„ to the 
Maison Dieu, founded by him at Qspringe^ and theadfowson, 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury and Us succesaars^ The par^ 
aonageof the church of Beajkorn, together with theflum^r^ 
was obtalped of Henry \1[U by Bl^op Fisher^ for St. Jobn'a 
College, in Cambridge^ and it still remains part of the^ posses, 
siont of the mutet and fellows of that College. XhiQ adtow-^ 
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%(m oi t]xct Ticarage, -4*0849 wit|i UsGriuasUie Accld)Mliop of 
Canterbuiy.. , ^, 

In th« church yarcl wl^'ch is ttiiiuiii|I]jr. sptckms^ «laiid»«)ii^ 
of the largest pollard oaks ^a the county ^ from its f»zeiiB4 
fonoy, it is Bot nnworthj; th^ tttentioR of the landscape. pauKter* 
The heads of three iimuiows ia. the iioftjii ai«le| stiU ^otttaia 
niuch s^liaed gims9* ' .. : . -^ 

HEVER, is situated oil the westefn confine of tlie Weatd; 
midway between Chidingstone and £den-bridge. The* village h 
gmM'j and though coiisiderat>ly elevated, extremely dirty in the^ 
winter seasoii. It possessed little, worthy of notice, if we exceplf 
its cburch, is small and homely edifice (dedicHted to St. Peter) 
but an object of much picturesque impdrtance, as contributing 
materially to the beauty of the surrounding scenery ; the vieW 
from the village ea^atd, is particularly pleasing, and on the 
vrbole the situation of HeVer is such, as only to require the 
improvement of its rokds, to render it desirable as a place of 
residence. In the church is a stately tomb of dark coloured 
marble, in memory of StR Thomas Bolevn, or rather Bt</^f», 
who di^ in Marcb, 153S; fie is represented by a full Isized 
Brass, habited in the robes and collar of the order of the Grar^^ 
ter, 'With his bead i>esting on a helmet, and'his feet on a wy- 
vem. Here also, are some memorials of the Cobhams, c(f 
Sterborougfh €astle,* In Surry, the ancient Lords df dii9 
manor* 

Hevtr -Castle, wiich is situate in the lovr grounds, east- 
ward of the village, is the only object worthy of particular 
notice in this parish; and has long claimed the attention of the 
curious from the many interesting historical facts appertaining 
to it. 

Its situation Is far from agreeable; though exactly according' 

« Sterboroii^h Casfle, is in the parish of Edenbridge,, aed ia^ or Was W- 
. ly in the posBenion of Sir ThoiiMi TttM, Baronet. 
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tHtii tte ffoaooa el 4fifmfart aiid sctxiHtlir f^ertemedty ««r 
fooest^MV >* in their choice ef siliia^M^ 4eH^l^f«l views, c(r 4iie 
b^Hlties of kome soeneFry, were^ but of eeeoo^Mi^r censidevatip 
ptL^ wm^red with a jpleattful «iip]^y of wnt^ ^und a tf^cmiig 
ilgaiMt «u<ldea atteck^s ^his, whUe it iproves tlie baiibaiM84Hiit 
«iiGivUi2.ed stfLte ii^f seQlety, in thotie ag^^s ; will aUe ^r«e 4« 
as ia^l«^ f^r w4iat fliight otherwise be 4eeined the bad taM 
of 4Hct forefatfiers'. It. is 83i|rre«iided ^ a ntio^ lulpplirth^' 
the river EdeB, and approached erij^nall^ h^n 4raw»bndg% 
^bioh hasJioiBl^ «iiice been supplanted }j^% iai>rticidMaii4Hil 
atid ready maas of ^otaraHnicatioik. The <oitt»lni0 of the pHn* 
^i|pai f^t is pieattf^jg, a»id en the whole this IratUyngis a veiy 
creditable ^peciaieii of the dome^^c -lurchitectiife ^^tihe^fwum 
teenth tcentury, but pardeularly yailttable to tbfra ntiaw iy^ aa 
aa ^tire «xaiqple of the kkid of i^sideoce of a ^enunoner ^ 
those 4Ky8 : the entrance was defended by a iMrtesU^, ldu«h 
still remains* 

This Aanor was the«anetent patrimofiy of the iamily tof fle4 
ver, iOrHevre^Orf whom. WillUm^e tieinre, Sheriff td K^fli^ 
an the second of i^dward I. possessed n moiety* The castie 
was erected in the time of Edward IIL by WiUissn^ Ht^n^ 
-who had, llberQ^ by charttr from the Kfaig, to mbattle Ids man* 
sion at Hever, and free- warren annexed to his lands at that 
place* William de Herre died without male issnCy l^avii^ on* 
]y t«N>'daii^ters^ the one (Joa«(> married 4o fteginald Gehksm^ 
e€ S t eib iw to u Kh, and the other nfarried td BnMsas, wiieiice in' 
record^ it is sometime called Heoer Cobham lend Bev^ Bro* 
cos: the former who had acquiried the whole by purchase, af« 
terwards disposed of.the entire estate to Sir Geoffn^. Boleya 
or BuUeii, JUrd Mayor of London^ in the d7th of Henry V4/ 
stnd by Asamt^ his wiis, (eldest 'Aster of f^^mas iiOid iio» sdA 
Hastfngn,) wiis grieftt grandftrther to Atine Bdleyii, Ihh httpleisai 
Ctti^to of Senry Till, and mother to Qoeen ^itiheth^ 
*This place the Bdieyn's made Iheir principal residence^ aodi 
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liere.the stern' ftnd ibfl^ble tynnr, (Henry) ft wed for a sea* 
toon by tbe ehftrms of bean^^? was wont fo pity his cbtort, and 
where be l§ said to have spent some of the happiest of his days* 
According to tradition, it was his cafftoni)' on fining, the hill 
irom whence tlie towers of tlie castle wei^ risible, to wind hit 
Inigle horn, ai a notice of his approach ; which it is obserred, 
^he could sometimes with dtfficultj elle<it ovi account of the 
depth and tenacity of the surrounding mire.'^ * Extraordinary 
inataacet of the influence of pasnon are too numerous, to ren* 
der the conduct of Henry on this occasion, eitiieir singular or 
surprising ; for whether under the dominion of loVe, (if this 
cruel and remorseless wretch could for a moment be thought 
capable of It) or under the gross influence of appetite ; the im- 
(mlse, auist have been great, to hare induced his haughty spi« 
fit to stoop from the grandeiir and pageantry of royalty to the 
bumble forms and incouTeniences of common life. Yet this 
innocent and devoted object of his choice whose Tirtne he was 
bound to respect, and whose beauty and aceomplishments * 
migiit hare secured any hearty less corrupted than his own, he 
could without riemorse doom ip the scafiold; to gratify the 
brutal inconstancy of his disposition. 
. On the ' decease of Sir Thomas Boleyn^ K* G. Eail of 



' « inii» ttnfortmiate Queen is thus d^cribed by Lord'IIeri>ert, Vrom a rebi^ 
lion takea-ool of a fks, of Master Cavendish, gentleman usher, to C&rdiK 
^ W<dify». ^'Aane'Boleyti wis dr^cended, on thelathePs tidp, tnm one 
of the heirs of the Earles of. OrmoDd, aod on the moth£?|s fro^ a daoghtes 
of the house of Norfolke; of that.singular beautie and towardnesse, that her 
parents took all care possible for her f^ood education, 'therefore, besides 
Ihe ordinary parts of virtuous instructions, wherewith 'She Whs liberally 
bfoagfait «p,- they gave her teaeheit'io playing oa'ma^tePtos^ments, ^ng^ 
ib^ and 4aiicing; iasoonich that wbea-ibe coiiipo8ed..ber. hands to plagr 
a&dvpice to sing, it was joined with that sweetpess^ c|f ..ooiyitenance that 
tiiree harmonies concurred. . LikewiK, when she.danced,^ her rfuv propo»« 
tions varied themselves Into all the graces tl^ belong either t^'tett at mit 
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Wiltshirt mud Ormond and father to the unfortniiftte Anne^ 
this estiite became the property of his son Geotf e, Vhoonni 
Rochford) who ^^onder pretence of tome black crimes acted 
against the majesty of Henry VIII. fell under the censure, of 
high treason," and this estate on his attainder or conviction 
was escheated to the crown, and by other purchases was con*, 
siderfibly enlarged. On the divorce of Anne of Cleves, these 
lands were settled on her for life, or so long as she should re- 
main In the kingdom, at a yearly rent of 931. iSs. 3{d. and 
here she principally resided until her death, which happened 
in the fifth of Mary, by whom it was granted or sold to Sir 
Edward Waldegrave, X4ord Chamberlain to the Queen^s house« 
hold. On the accession of Elizabeth, it appears that Sir Ed- 
ward Waldegrave was divested of all his employments, and 
committed to the tower, where he died In 1561. The' manors, 
of Hever-cobhamsLud Uever-brocas^ have since passed through 
several families to the Medleys of Sussex, and ure at present 
the property of Mrs. Medley of Clapham. 

llie inner buildings form a quadrangle, inclosing a small, 
paved court; and in the hall, the former scene of festive splen-, 
dour, is still said 16 be the identical oak table, at which 
Henry is reported to have been often seated. The great 
staij'case cbmmuiricates With various chambers, wainscotted 
with small' oaken pannel^, and ^ long gallery, having a curi- 
ous oramented ceiling io stucco. The windows of the stair- 
case display several shields on painted glass^ collected from dif*^ 
fereiit parts of the castle, charged with the arms and alliances ^ 
of the Boleyns*^ ^p. A small recess, ojt apartment, . opening 
from the gallery is said to. have been occasionally used by^ 
Benry'as a councel-chamber, though perhaps without any 
sufficient foundation, as considering the nature of his errand to . 
Hever, it is not probable he W'ould suffer business to break in,^ 
oh his retirement. At the upper end of the gallery is^a par^.oi 
the floor irhich lifts up, .and discovers a narrow and gloomy ds- 
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^(B9ii]^. wd.to fiead a» ht aa IhemoAl and oalltd tbt duui^soi^ 
tai Ml a^ujirt fio^eodod 4a t pWca of i;eAige or % dopositoiy lojr 
lialuiibkas^ itt toea ol irouibleand oofimellidii. 

([QRStoONDEN, which in the Tes:tut Rofimsisy is writ- 
ten Horsbundinne^ adjoins to Lamberhurst northward, and to 
Goudhurst on the west. 

The diversity of its surface, the underwoo^j^ and timber^ 
^ith which it is ornainented, and the several small strean^s ^nd 
rivulets, which meander through it in difierent directions, ren- 
der its scenery particularly pleasing. On tlji^ porthreast and^ 
soutti, it is 'bounded by two differfn,t fevers* of t) e IVX^edws^^ 
which join the main river at Yaldlnc ; besides these, t^ere an^ 
several other lesser rivulets, that unite with the. largei^ ,?^^^.?. 
on the soutbern side of the parish, called the river X^i'!^* It 
is generally interspersed with conpice yifoods, m9re espec^lly 
on the north and west sides,^ where iro^i ore is foynd ii^ g^reat 
abundaitice. The '{imber in this parish \«, rem^j^l^abl}^ fiiae, and 
sometimes as Hasted observes, nearly equals \n v.alue the free* 
hold of the estate on which it stands. T|^e $i^rface soil ojp the 
lii|;her lands is light, and friable, genen^lly on a st^bstratum o^ 
sand stone, and in the valleys and lov^er crpunds^ it is for \bf^ 
nost part clayey and tenacious, but extremely fertile. 

* The greatest length of this parish, .is about f^ur if\iles, but 
its breadth'is iii some' parts not~^m6re than on^^ an^ in the broad- 
est partj^ does not exceed two milei^. .' The high r^adirom 
Maidstone through Valdriig to Lamberhurst apd Sussex^ runf^ 
through it nearlv in a direcition horth ai^d soutb ; an^ tl^t from 
Wateringbury over Branbridge through Brenc^^ey t9ward]^ 
Goudhurst, crosses this parish and the itb^ve toad, at a small 
green oilled'Horsmbnden-heatb,' rbiind which a few. ordtnaiT 
houses are built, forming the, only Tillage i^ithin its bonndaryr 
i& princlpat houses fieing dispersed singly over diff<^rent parts" 
of It- * , ; ' ,. , . , ; :* 

'Th^ pars<mage ts^neaf The sWii-^ut bbbnJhifyVf tiie pansh^ 
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1^ About .a. quarter 4>f a inile diMkfmtirom the church; ^ 
WQot of thit buildipg is iiotic^,|)7 Harris, who says ^'Tif 
^9ed of huge strojag CQixHpafisiiig orcn-cular timbers, just likf 
the ribs /ol a ship ; and iieallj It looks reiy lai^ch like the 
bold of a ship inTe^ed." And the same author obserres, .fnom 
Ihe cir^ umstf^lipe of the ^ina rector being only thejf^^4^ in sue* 
eossipn from^Jie dissolution of Monasteries in the reigpof He«f 
ry VJII. thut fit is prebablj a, T/ery heaUhful placi^, as b^ore 
I ohscffT^ :Cr|uibrook in t)^ neighbonirhood 4o hs^re been.!' 
Without refeirenpe to. tl^^-, ground of this r^^ea^r^ it iiuy bt9 
fairlj..pre8iiiiiK>d fjdom t^e gc|QeralappearaiLce'Of.it8:iahabitantS9 
and Us ]49«t»i|ial advaatag^is^ i^at the air of tUs nojghbourho^^ 
is iwrtlpiMsly siii)i]lM*io,iis, jfot semethiiig iif..ta 1)0> atl»i;ibuted 
to the avocations -of the )at>ouri{^ qlas^ husbandry wori^ beiqg 
tenet the -onAy -. eia$plpymei|t. of the industrious poor* 

. Xbe JilA^odt or HoB^ns^ffP^N ^wpts psjt of the, ancieut pos^ 
fessiooa }»f ,4he ardabi8h<9ric of jpanterbury, tl^ archbishop 
hetidiog it pf ihe King to ^fipife as one Koight'a fc^, of w^9V^ 
H 'was again hold :by the nobliB family of Clare,, fk^rls. of 
d^cefiter jand Hertfocd.f 'In'the reign of JSiJf^ ff^ i^;^^ 
i* the possenioii o^ .the family :;of Albrti^cis^ /wa^ ir^^ if 

* To render this statement correct,' JoWii ^eihaib,' ifh6^iMi or ra&gii 
ta diis lirliigiB 1 69r;mii8t have held rt at UsastfoMgr^Mren yens. Oflbeibiir 
i^h» j^r^ceded filc^Jba Bute, ope 4ioly Md jt nVne y^mni, (P^^vafd Ha^ 
«9n)h(^n|?>iy«9ffAAydM.6^rtholomew.^.in W2; au^lof th««thcrtwo, 09 
proof of their Jiaving died possessed of this living has been found. These 
faqti serve tp strengthen the supposition of Harris, as stated above. 
' The Rev.' Stephen Bate and his snccessor (the Rev. William HasseH) h«M 
this Ihrnig aj^warjs of one handradaod six years, vis. ftom 1€T9 to ^8^4 
tbe^nt, Mty-Ate.ycan* and the latter,^ s||i;^y-^ae, dying at the great age of 
• aiaety. 

f For the cnstons and services, required by the see of Canterbury of 
i who held this manor, see the manor of Hadlow. 



X Probably AhrintU and a descendant of Hugh de Abrin^is, nephew to the 
cbaqncvor^ to whom he granted the palatinate of Chester. 
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passed to Hamon de Crerequer, and sabscsquentlj to Bertrani 
de Criol, in the reign of Henrj IIL In thcf time of Riof^ 
Edtrard II. it was. held by the fdmily of Rok^le of the honof 
of Clare, from whom, by the marriage of i. daughtct of Richw 
ard de Rokesle it pftssed td Thomas de PoyningSj in which 
name it continucMito Sir EdwICJtl Poynings, f|rh6 in thcf l^h of 
Henry VIII. dying Mthottt lawftil tsstie, his estMt^s b'^cttmtf 
escheated to the cro^n;* iilid in the Sdth 6f the tomii reigif 
were by the Ring grtnted to Stephen Darcfl)^ £sq[. to hold 
in capHe. The manor hotline, now the residen<ie oi Mrs. Mar- 
-rtott, 18 a mean looking brick building, but delightfnlly placed 
in one of tiie most picturesqtie And pleasing spdts in the conntyj 
the grounds about It are apparently extenaite and fi^Iy 
wooded, yet still capable of great improTement/ 

Spelhondsn is an ancient seat at tbcf sonthi^n botifidary of 
this parish, <mce p(^S!(eised by a family ol' the same surname, 
one of whom John de Spelmoriden is frequently menftioned id 
the deeds and eridences belonging tc^ tiie estate ; on their be-^ 
ebnt^g extinct her^. It was annexed to the possessions of the 
famify of Pioynlngs^' Thomas de Poyning!( dying possessed ef 
it in the 43d year of King Edward III. and with hi!^ descent 
dants it continued to Sir Edward Poynings, who in the l4th . 
)rear of ISdward lY. alienated it to John Sampson* 
. Lcwfs-HEATH, a manor situated in the centre of the parish^ 
was anciently part of the possessions of the family of GroTO- 
herst or Grotherste, one of whom John de Grotherst^ rector 
of this church, gave the manor of Lieues-hothe to the abbot and 
convent of Begeham, to find one perpetual chaplain to cele- 
brate in the church of Horsmonden and chapel of Leues-hothe; 
and it continued part of the possessions of the said abbey until 
the dbsolution of it. 



• This is afpreeable to Philipott and Harris, bat Hasted gives a Terj &' 
ferent account, though oil what authority does not appear.' ' ' ^>- -' t 
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The three preceding manors belong to the Udj of the Ute 
Rer, Dr. Marriott* 

The Manok of SntiTKits lies on the western side of the 
parish, and anciently had owners of the same snmaroe, one of 
whom, Robert Sprirers, died possessed of it in 1447, learing it 
to his son. When this family became extinct here, tiie Fiumt 
^sncceeded, and from them it passed into the name of Bathurst* 
In 1704 it became by purchase the property of Mr. Conrthope, 
whose son Alexander Conrthope, Esq. rebuilt the house at 
some distance from the ancient one, and according to Hasted, 
afterwards resided in it ^<with true old English hospitality, and 
with a reputation of the highest integrity." From the qnan- 
tities of fine timber, (consisting principally of oak, chesnut and 
beach) and the imposing appearance of the different arenues, 
-a stranger is led to expect an elegant and suitable mansion; 
but, the house itself, and the grounds immeiHaieljf about it aro 
sadly defective in taste, and equally remoTod from consisteBcy : 
the building though substantial and tolerably extensire, is mean 
in the extreme, conveying an idea of a private mad-house or 
an infirmary, rather than the residence of a gentleman. 

Grovehurst, ano^er Manor lying on the eastern side of 
the parish, was formerly the property of the Grovehurst's. 
William Grovehurst died possessed of it in the 7th year oi Ed* 
ward III. when it passed to his deacendanf , Richard Grov^urst, 
and in the next reign, by marriage with a daughter of the last 
mentioned, it came into the possession of Richard Hextall, 
whose eldest son afterwards increased his property ip this par« 
ish by the purchase of four estates here, called Hothe, Smeeths, 
Capell and August^pitts. Re left Margaret, his sole daughter 
and heir, who carried these estates in marriage to William 
Whetenhall, Esq. whoie descendant of the same name was 
Sheriff in the 18th q| Henry yjll. and in the 31th of the same 
reign he procured his lands to be disgauelled. 

R« 
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• Henty.Wh^eftlwill a descendant' oTlhe aborein the reign of 
James I. passed away the manors of Grorehurst, fioaifhe, 
Smeethe and Cape! ( Angnst-pitts btvlng been before alienated 
io Mr. John O^bOrne) together wFth a seat in this parish called 
^oadford/ sHiiate near the bridge of that name orer the tWei 
Henf^ to Prandfif Ansten, Esq. and in the name ot Austen they 
•till remAift. 

Babmondev is a reputed manor here, inirhich there was for* 
iM^rfy^ a cell, but not conteotual, belcfnging to the pfidry of 
^aulieu, in Normandy ; in which situation it continued till the 
gen^rttl snppresiion of the alien priories throughout England, 
in the year, l4l4. It was afterwards attached to the priory 
^St. AndrevT In Rochester, where it remained until the di^i 
MlHtion of that society in 1540. In the 35d of Henry eth H 
WAS granted by the King to the dean and chapter of Rochester^ 
iriih Whom it continties. 

Thfe church lies in a retired sitoation oii the decliyity of the 
Ml, southMrard of the miinor house, and close to the grounds, 
msrb^h -which it is approached. It is a neat structure, c6m- 
prising a nare, side aisles and chancel, irith a square embattled 
ioirer at the west end^ and exhrhits in sereral parts, some 
speciMenli of gobd maaonry. On the north side of the chancel,' 
within, is a spllendid murai mohument to the memoi-y of thk 
lute rect«>r, th^ Rev. Dr. Marriott, and near it a neatmilr. 
Me tablet as a inemorial of Mrs. Ann Hassell, wife of the 
Her. William Hassell, the Tenerable' predecessor of ihefate 
inettnbeht* 

HUNTON, in ancient deeds w:ritten Huntington and Hun^ 
tingduae, lies on the south side of the. Quarry hills,. adjointn§ 
to Linton on the west, and wholly within the Weald, the.siiffif 
mit of the hill^ bein^ at once the boundary of this dtatrict^ 
and of the parish of Hunton.. ^ ^ ^ 

In point of situation and prospf ct, this parish fs so similar to 
Linton that it is only necessary to refer to what is said on 
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Ites6'sii^«cts ander ^t article^ snd the mttter^; Hsiln^o- 
pffVsA lb offer beiow tie ammatedt dteBi{>tiQi&v^tNMftvtfrj|iif 
punmtig^y kc* by the late Dr. /. Beatlie^ whkb wiH* iKlil# 
t«^ a ver^ aiieqtmte idea of the upper part of HantbtT/nM Ibt 
gaAerai; appearance of the country which it of er-*l«oki« . ' ■ -^ 
c. . • i -•: 

^» "Bhnrron Pahmwage is ddlgfitfiilly sitnated atxtnt half Way ^ivlTil; 
tm ftoathii; tbe sMtli, aftouC k mil^ ftrom Gox-beath. My wbulantfs^osni* 
«Bad a protj^eot cxteddlo^ KMttbward abtnit tivelve mil^i and fjnHncf^t.taf 
W«at, not less^ 1 suppose thaa forty. In this whole space ](dO:not8ee a 
fjingle speck t>f ground that is not in the highest degree cultivated; for Cox« 
Eeath is not in sight The lawnft in the neighbourhood, the hop grbujlds; 
<K^ rlcl^ verdure of the trees, and their etidless variety, form a sctfneiy 00 ftie^ 
tiiAes^ueV and so luxuriant, that it is not easy to foncy ny tMniT finer- 44* 
torthiB.ibe.cotCBgei, churches,, and villages, rising herp and there among th^ 
trees, and scattered over tbe whole country; clumps of oaks, and other lof- 
ty trees, disposed in ten thousand different forms, and some of them visible 
in the horizon at the distance of more than ten miles; and you will hare 
^ine idea of the beauty of Hunton. The only thing wanting U the nluN 
AMtf J>f raaaittg water: bat we have some ponds, add dear ptMla, that |ffih 
mn Ihmgh tfie trees, and have a very pleasing, dfeet With abopdaiHie qf 
i4^i)df ^ iwe hare np damp nor fenny ground; and though the ^country looks 
at a distance like one continued grove, the trees do not press upon us ; indeed,^ 
I do not at present see, one that I could wish removed. There is no 'hlgk 
itaiif within sight, the hiedges that over-hang the highways beh% very Irigh ; 
^ that' We see nMther travellers nor damages; and/indeed; haiAy'aay Ihiail 
ib abotiiRi; which coBveyi sach aa idea ef iNBace.aad qaiet, U 1 tbiak f. ne» 
f^jHW comioos of befote." See an account ,of l^a 'life and writin(^' hj 
Sir William Forbes, Bart vol. II. p. 142. 

In another letter speaking of the late Bishop of London, the Right Hoa. 
Dr. Beilby ^Porteus, then Bishop of Chester, and who until hit translatioir 
^td this fiving in commendam^ he says, 
'^'The Bishop has improved his parsonage, and the groaadi about K, mt 
much as can be improved, and made it one of the pleasantest spots in fiag- 
und. The whole is bounded' by a winding gravel walk, ahout half a mile 
ih^rcumference.'^ Again spiking of the bishop' and his lady, he has thei# 
words; *' Their bameis the a>fu>s|oa of peace, pietyi aod dterrfblness.** 

In the history of this county, contained in the ' Beantict of Eaglaad aat 
WidW* vol. :Vin: p. ffSl. i» tike foihrningpaMge, ^Ifitteeetdaei <«fan# 
exemplary, his preaching so admirable, aad hischarity 10 aaiversal^ thai^a 
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On tlM kill tli^ rarface soil is a tolenbly rich loam, of >q» 
•otsidevaMe dopth, and in tho bottoms a stiff cburlish clay, 
similar to that, generally found in like situations thronghovl 
tiM Weald: snch grounds in farourable seasons and under 
good management are reiy productire, but there are perhaps 
BO lands in England, which require greater Tigilance, and the 
exercise of more patience to render them profitable ; he wh^ 
would thrive on 'them ^^must not defer until to«morrow, what 
hecan do to-daj;" or he will soon find to his costJthat ^^Ono 
to-day is worth two to-morrow*** Hasted, speaking of the 
soil in such situations, observes, ^'it is veiy miry in wet^ 
weather, whilst in hot and dry weather it becomes a hard 
€ttkejf or pamny surface, which resists erery impression; of 
course the opportunity for the tillage of it, whilst in an inter* 
mediate state, must not be neglected, lest the possibility of a 
season be lost." The enclosures partake of the common ob- 
jection, they are much too small, and too much incumbered with 
oak trees ; these may be considered among tbe principal objec« 
tion» to the farms generally in this country; though th* 
greatest is certainly the dreadful state of the bye roads, during 
the winter months. 

About midway down the hill, formerly stood the manor 
house of Buitton, f which in the reign of Eliiabeth became tha 
property and residence of Sir Thomas Fane, of the enol>led 
family of that name. On the ruins of this seat a farm house 

1^11 Ung be remembered with peculiar regard at Hunton/* 

Dr. Portent was succeeded in thi« living by the Hon. and Rev. LsrA 
Groige Murray, P. .1). <6ince elected to the See of St. David*!. His lor^ 
ship whilst at Honton, suggested some' improvements in the teUgrapk^ fbf 
which a pecuniary remuneration was made him by goremment The pretea^ 
ipcumbeat is the Rev. Robert Moore a youngs son of the late archbish^, 

• Vide •The Way to Wealth/ by Dr. Fnmklia« 

t '¥ S^me remaios of the yiaaor house of Bursiton were standing within these 
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has been erected, and the lands round it wliicli had been em* 
parked as early as the reign of James I. have long nnee been 
thrown open and conTerted to more profitable ptrrpoiilsj A 
little remored to the eastward, is the parsonage house; and 
inunediately below it, Jsnnihcm, the charmii^ resklen<^e &t 
Lady Twisden, relict of Sir Rc^er Twisden, Bart. 
. A junction 6f the rirers Beult and Tetse, is effected it th* 
distance of about a mile eastward of the tillage, the stream 
Jthen skirting the southern boundaryofHnnton, and directing 
its course westward towards the Medway, enters that river In 
' the adjoining parish of Yalding. The irtllage, called in tV^ 
neighbourhood Hukton Strbst, lies on the north bank of tile 
r&jer, distant Bbout a quarter of a mile from the clnirch, whU^ 
is to the west of it; its situation is far from pleasant, lying 
tow, and subject to the annoyance of floods, yet the place is 
aot unhealthy. > ' 

. ^^In the year 16%B there was found, at the opening of a 
piece of ground to enlarge a pond, near Mr. Hatley's hous<e ik 
this parish, at six yards deepy a hard floor or stratum, com^ 
poted ol sjielis) or petrelaeticMis like them, crowded closely 
togetlier^: the interstices of which were filled up wKh marie; 
This layer was about an inch deep, and «e<veral yards over. 
These Shells w^re of tiie sort called conckUet^ and resembled 
fea<&fiah of the testaceous kind; most of them were turbinated 
or wreathed, the^itest were of the bhalTular sort; none of 
them with their Tajves closed together, but single. ThtS 9in»i» 
tunff when exposed to the air and grown hard, appeared^ much 
like the course ,8ort of marble, composed of such shelUlike 
pctrefactlons, with marie mixed between them, as is dug up 
about Bethersden, Pluckley, &c. in the Weald of Kent, and 
about Petworth in Sussex* Upon enquiry, no instance was 
known of the river Medway's having^ in any floods, reacheil 
so far as this place." Phiio. Trans, vol. XIV. No. 155. p; 
403. 
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. ' Tbt Mta^ft or 'Hi7]ivov<iPtt 'm eerl j times taoiig Hie p»^ 
iMMioQt i»f Cbritt chiiFeli, ai Cs^tcrbuiy, of wMchj it WM 
Aeld bj NidioiM de LenliaB, im ^ leign of Hemy III. wb« 
in th€ 4lit ojr tbtt King, ohtiuivd a gMot ^firee-^watren, t 
fweddj Mfiric«t OS Tuesdays, aad .a jkBLvly fair 4»f fit e dtifs^ riik 
the Tigil, tlie day of 42ie AS9ii|D^i«ii of o«r lady, aod the three 
Mceeejiiiagidays. .By marriage ..wi& the ^au^terand lieiress 
#( WUHam 4?. Levhan in the tkiie <rf Edward III. the hu^bot 
^fHMtoli.ifiththat.ef:I;aastedebeoaiiie the property of Jehii 
iHfiQigcmd^ wha<appears tohajiie ps^aid fortiitai itf the SMi 
|cfar loC 4bai oiooilrdi, oa wliose death two y^rs afterward?, 
^f^ . Diftaora wane by his heuns, lalimatod to Jf oho de dMoO^i 
Illt09ir9^ oraised t» the jpeerage, (by 4ho Htle of Sari of Bnta> 
jbHH^^i- lovbis descenduitsMtfafo niaiior and estate contitni^ 
jHQ^i^Mpevilf i|^' of JIfiHry YiUi whea by Ed^ivard Lord OlintoO 
they were alienated to Sir Thomas Wy att ; by tbe rebellibir ^ 
jirbose Af^H) tbf^ iaft^orwaids ubeenone lotliGited to 4be isrown. 
Aueea rMaiJ grttitc^^^heBi. t^s ther attorali^' geaera}y> -Sir Jtfhk 
J^lslfcerj fMOiQe ivrbioh iitne.tfaey have been separated; 'tiieferfnfei' 
^PflAUgs io Titomas Tttraer^: Ea^. 9rhe. resides oo % aiid 4MM 
rt^M iMWometbe proiperty <rf Sir WiHiara O^ary^ >B«Mi who 
)h^ a o<iasidQiAbie estate in this paslsh* - • ' Tf'> v • «• '^ 

' .Jaite<:h«i£hAte'sanieinemorialft.ofitlietFtt«es^ 4>ne atf altar 
%mt} tuithe .memony of CoL ' Sir Thiooaas (Fatie^ sanuonoted Irf 
^sJIkusjtip whit^malfb^ and opposite to it, anol^ier splendid 
xpAiRumilt to •othm-siaf thessme family. Orer the attar *!s -a 
Amnftpafent .painting; of faith, hope ^aad charif^r,* ffee gift of 
l4|)ild,£r«etgftMnrrs^;t;(fHid on a slab in the aisle seme %rasses', 
l>Y)t pi(ho!«tjfisori|itioBi^^pdsite.the atorkia gallery behiogiilg 
•::, .v..,s \ ' ,.,;/ ..;.♦ f . . .-. ' ^ «i •■ -" 

'^'Oa«ic^8^tb!«Me4Jf^thib '^t^r is a canopied recess, iDtendea probably 
4i*depasi|aqt>Ql!ftlie(f|idly^^r>' beloVr thie easily -whete the wkter WSb 
pffc^ fB a/^lii^jpia .^i(^,.^nMigb witiai.aperfeaidcp <£Maniankati«g 
with the bason has been made, bat for what purpose, can only now be SOI' 
jectufed* 
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to Ijady Twisden, erected by the late Duchess of St. Albans* 
In the register are the following notices of great storms* 
"1746. On' midsummer da^ this year, happened the greatest 
storm of thunder and lightning, wind and rain, that was^ver 
known in the, memory of man." **176S. On the nineteenth 
day of August this ye^r, happened a much greater storm of 
thunder, wind, hail and rain, than that in the year 1746; the 
hail stones being six and seren inclfes round."* 

S 



^ th<» iktm Itbnhi^ lias hiten ttms deseHbed hj ika Itev. Mark Ndhte, 
lector of BaMhiHg) from notes made by an inteUigest person, who Was one 
wrtliesiiif«feft. 

* 6n Friday Au^st Idtb, t1^, a storm ftrose at seA, oif the Sussex eoast* 
Ithe motning was still, with 8<iarCely a breeze of air; and so excessively hot, 
ttiat it was suflfoCatibg. Abbot t6n o^CloCk in the forenoon, a black clond 
arose towards the wCst; sOohaft&r which the wind blew an hurricane: the 
clouds CanKC On With amaziiig Velocity, throwing out in their couTsC dreadful 
flashes of li^^htilitie \ And the thunder was almost one continued roar. A* 
bout half past eteren, the rain poured ifi torrents, and in a few minutes was 
fntermixed with some detached hail stones, which wei« very large, as in* 
trodnctory of what were to follow : the bail, Wind, lightning and thunder, 
Sbon eame on so furiously, that all was one dreadful scene of horror. l*ho 
bou^s, branchts ^d leaves of trees, broken and stript off, flying in the 
wind, stilt more darkened the air$ the tiles and windows rattling and dash- 
ing to pieces $ trees torn up, and falling, struck all With a terror not easily to 
be expressed $ some running disti^ctedly about, wringiiig their hands, whilst 
Others stood like inanimate beings. The storm lasted about half an hour* 
What a scene ensued! An universal desolation every where presented itself t 
some, their houses filled with water } others, With their bams, blown down) 
foofe and walls shattered; the windows quite destroyed i the waters roaring 
in torrents down the streets, ploughing Up the stones in their course, and leav- 
ing deep chasms; the surface Of the earth covered with the prodigious hail- 
stones and water; com, fruit and hops destroyed; the fields and hop-gardens 
every where disfigured; .trenches formed by the rushing water; the rdots of 
fte hops bared, and the poles thrown down in all directions; heaps of stones 
and sand driven through the hedges; boughs and branches scattered; the 
fruit trees stripped of their barl^* The smaller animals, such as hates, phea- 
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Jlk^ENARDINGTON, sometimes written itena/fim, lietf 
iTe miles south-westward from Tenterdeii| and on the eastern 



tants and other game, liy dead in thiii fields ; and a l&ii;e hog vha iilM hy 
the hail upon Banning heath. The lai^er quadrupeds endowed with superior 
instinct, saw their danger; horses, bullocks and sheep, ran, and sheltered 
themselves from the coming storm* In Maidstone on one side of the high 
street, not only the glass, but the lead and fmmesof tiie windows, were 
forced inaad destroyed, particularly by the haiL It was Uke fmgments of 
ke, and of very irregular shapes i at Barming one piece was taicen up IbvnH 
ed like an oyster ; Sir Philip Bpteler, measured afid.'found it nine inches 
round at the extremity : and even ten days after, some hailstones were ta- 
ten up four inches and a half in circumference. One of the largest, struck 
the stile of an horizontal post-dial of brass, and bent it nearly thirty degrees 
towards the east. Posts, bars and gates, had deep impressions irom them^ 
l*bey were of different shapes; some flat, irregular and very much jagged^ 
others an assemblage of pieces of ice, whilst a few werb globular, with a 
small cavity in the centre; and if they were held together, they immediate- 
ly ifroze, and were not easily separated. 

'The storm commenced in this county at Tnnbridge Wells,, whilst the 
people were at prayers in the chapel, and passed quite across to Sheemess^ 
adistanceof forty miles, its breadth not exceeding four mil«i: tjbe direction of 
it was from south-west by west, to north-east by east: and it was severely felt 
in the par'ishes of Tunbridge, Speldhurst, Penshurst, Tudely, Gapel, Pem<« 
bury, part of Hadlow, Yalding, Hnnton, Brenchley, Mereworth, East 
and West Peckham, Wateringbury, Nettlestead, East Jtfalling, Teston, 
East and West JParleigh, Barming, Loose, Maidstone^ Bozley and Debt* 
ling; after which its violence was spent, and only little injury was occasion* 
ed. Numbers came from all parts to witness the melancholy scene; The 
inhabitants of the vicinity^ humanely raised 30001. in a few months, which 
in some measure relieved the unhappy sufferers: but the cruel effiects~loii£ 
remained: most of. the hop hills died; the filbert and apple tree»v8welled ii^ 
knots where they had been bruised: and some were so injnre^^ thattho 
branches and shoots long after continued to die; the cherry trees bore.it the, 
bestf owing, perhaps, to the strength of their outward bark,* JSistofif of 
Itondim and its envirotUf Kent p. 314. 
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confines of the Weald ; the church of Kenardington marking 
the boundary in this quarter ; that part of the parish westward 
of the church, being considered within this district, and that 
to the eastward, within the boundary of Romney marsh. 

The Tillage and church are rather pleasantly situated on th6 
upland, and indeed the whole of that part within the Weald 
IS preferable in point of appearance to seyeral other places be* 
fore mentioned, but on account of its proximity to the Manh 
it must be objectionable on the score of health. In the wes- 
tern and northern parts of the parish, are considerable tracts 
of woodland, but it does not abound with timber. Below the 
hill on which the church stands and on the south east, are th^ 
remains of some ancient fortifications of earth, with a breast- 
work thrown up, and a small circular mount ; and in an ad- 
joining marsh below it, is another of a larger size. 

These are supposed (by Hasted) to hare been thrown up 
during the wars between King Alfred and the Danes, perhaps 
about the year' 809, when a diTlsion of them sailed up thd ri- 
ver Limene, or Rother, and entrenched themselves in the ad- 
joining parish of Appledpre.* 

The manor of Home, alias Kenardington, was part of thosp 
')aii()9 assigned for the defence of Dover Gacftle, to John de 

s i 



• This iufpodtUn appears to have origiaated Willi the edebrated Dr. 
PloU, attthor of the histories of Oxfordshire and Stallbrdshtre, and v^ It 
«eeBU had it in oonteBiplatum to write a history of this oonnty 9 indeed this 
is the only plaosible oondasion that can be made with Kspeot to thaie 
entrenchments. 

'*In the year above mentioned, (893) Hastings the Ihmoas Danish ehief, 
having ravaged all the provinces of France, both along the sea coast and tlie 
Loire and Seine, and being obliged to qnit that country, more by the deso- 
lation which he himself had occasioned, than by the resistance of the Inha- 
bitaats/ appeared off the coast of Kent, with a fleet of three hnadred sail. 
The greater part of the enemy disembarked in the Rother, and leixedi Hie 
Ibft of Appledore.** Hmne's Engknd. 
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Fienes, who was constable of that importaat fortress, and 
together made up hia barony, called the constabulariey and 
held by him m ctpite btf barony^ by the service of maintaiQin^ 
» certain number of soldiers for the defence of that castle, lind 
of him and his heirs this manor was held m ce^e by castle« 
l^rd service from time to time. In the reign of King John 
it was so held by William de Normania; and his grandson 
Thomas de Normania| or Normanville, died possessed of it in 
the 1 1th year of King Edward I. and afterwards in the Sl&t 
year of that prince, the jury presented before the Justices iti-^ 
nerant, that the late Thomas de Normanville held this manor 
of the King in aqnte^ by the senrice of IQs, per annum, tO'>. 
wards the guard of Dover Castle ; that the manor was worth 
forty marcs per annum, and was then held by John de Love-> 
tQt^ to w^^opi tl^e KiD| l\ad granted the urardsbip "*• of Norman-. 

-^ The wKr4»hipi of kek-s^ during the fbudal thnes,^ was a ooas'Kier^hl^ 
^rai^ch of th^ royal power ai^d revei\ae)^ apd from thfi enonaous ezactioof. 
Qf the crowo on Bach occasions it i& evident^ the. primary idea^ tha^ feudal 
property was but a kind of /be or bentfice was not lost. In the reign of 
Henry III. Simeon de Mountfort paid 10,eO& mares for the wardship of 
Cfilbert de UmfieviUe, and Geoffrey do Mandeville fWiid ta th« sanse prince 
the sum of SO^OOQ marcs^ that he ngug^h^ marry Isabel^ Countess of Glouces^ 
ter; whieh saysHuta^ would be equivolent to aQD,QQO> perhaps 40O,0e0K 
in our time.. When a baron died, the King^ immediately too]^ pMsession of 
Ibeestalcft, and the heir before herecoverod bis right, was oblifcdi taniake 
ap^Ucat%90 la t(te ci^iWi a^d desire he might b&ad^Uted to do hoaufe for 
his buid» 9s^ pay a conpositioa. to^ the .^ing^ This couposiMon was not a^ 
first teedi by la^ir,. a^ V^a^t b^r l^aptifiei ^^ King, vim often ejoocbitan^ ia 
his demands,. an4 Kep;t possession of the land tili they were comiplied witiv. 
Xf the heir were a minor, the King^i^etained the whole profit of the estate- 
darini^ hiji asix^ority ;;, ^i, might grant what sum, hp thjWgl^t ^oj^ far tha^ 
cdttcatioi^ aoA laa'injtenftnce 9^ the ynwg baron. 

. If thf heir were a fom^Ui, th& King wa$ ealtiMed to-o^i^t her any husbandb 
of her rai^]^ h^ tboughfL piroper ;. and if slie re^ed* hiio,, she forfeited, her^ 
land.. £yen ama|i<; hfir eou)d not marry without the royal consent ;t and ii^ 
was usual for men to. ^^ lar^e snips fpr M^Q Ubert;^ of noaking. th«iK aWft 

^mi^ ia vmm^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



KINGSNORTH. 141 



>ille^s daughter, and the rents of his estate till she came of age 
or married. By the marriage of this daughter (Margaret) of 
Thomas de NormanTilIe with Sir William de Basing,* this 
manor together with the advowson of the church passed to the. 
latter, and in this name and family it continued to Sir John 
Basing, who died in the 24th year of Henry VI. when it 
passed to Thomas Mackworth, Esq. of Derbyshire jure uxorii. 
To this family succeeded those of Wise and Horn; and hf 
an heiress of the latter name, it was carried in marriage to 
Richard Guldeford, Gent, son of Sir John Guldeford, of 
Hemsted, by his second wife, who in her right became pos* 
sessed of them, but being indicted for not taking the oath of 
supremacy to the Queen, (Elizabeth) they fled the realm and 
were attainted of treason, and their lands became forfeited to 
the crown, their attainder among others, being confirmed by- 
act of parliament. The Queen about the year 1597, granted 
the fee of this manor and advowson to Walter Moyle, Grent; 
from whom the present owners are descended. 

There is a fee farm of forty pounds per annum, payable oiit 
of this manor. It is one of the lordships of Romney marshy 
which entitles the owner to sit as one of the lords there, for 
the management of the walls and the sewers within it. 

The church (dedicated to St. Mart) consisted originally 
of a naTe and side aisles, but only the south aisle, chancel, 
and tower are now reniwning, 

KINGSNORTH, sometimes called Kingsnode, and by Le. 
land, written Kingesnode^ lies south-westward of Setin^ton, 
.and is a parish so obscurely situated, and so little known, ^s 
4o be wholly omitted in some of the county maps.f , The 

* The place called BasinghaU^ in London^ owes its name to the Bating* 
above mentioned. Some of which families haye been Sherifik and Lord 
.^^yo(8 of ^ondoa before they came to settle at this place. (Hanris). 

f. It is jiot to be found in the mi!p to the fiist edition of Boys's agricultural 
svf^y of iU VQuaty. 
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northern boundary of the Weald, passes the church, on the hill, 
in ft direction east and west, dividing the parish into nearly twa 
fqjq^l parts, that to the southward, consequently lying within 
this district. The general face of the country i» unpl easing, 
the roadp b^d, and the objects of art, so few and uninteresting, 
ifkBi it is by no mea^s surprising, this place should be so little 
liLUOwn or frequented. Hasted describes the roads^ as execra^- 
ffly bad; ^%somuch (says he) that ihej are dangerous to pass, 
except in the driest time of the sununer," and it must be con- 
fessed, that eren at this time, the picture he has dfawn docs • 
not appear much oyercharged.. f^e soil principally is a deep 
tenacious clay, |nd of courfie for the greater part of the year * 
wet and miry, it is interspersed with' coppice woods, more es- 
pecially towards the south eas^, and contains a considerable 
QliaAtity of oak timber, Therje. \^ no village, the houses staa- 
iding singly, fonsisting mostly of those attached to the differ- 
ent farmsy aiid here and there an occasional dw^ll^ng fpr thp 
laborers in husbandry. Eastward of t^ie c^urcli, is the far^ 
fiouse^ or mappr house of. £^ing$north, bi|t t lie ^pci^nt man- 
lion, thescit^ of which is m,oat^d rgund,.stoo4 ^t so^e dis- 
tance from Ithe piVs^^ buUdlng, and. appe,ars to h^ye be.e]^ of 
considerable e^t^nt, large i^tiantities pf . stone haying ajt 4l9i^r 
^t times been dug up h^|re, ^n<}.. according to jBas^ei), the * 
jremains of a mosaic pavement h^ye bee^ discoyeried.f Clofi|fr 
to the western boundary of the parish) is the m^^qr ^ousp of 
West Halks, probably of some consequence in former times, 
as- a causeway wide enough for'ia carriage, Jed from hence 
'through the co^rt lodge farm towards Shadoxhurst, Wood*, 
ehnrch, and so on to IJalden^ remains of which are often 
^turned up Ih ploughing the groiinds. In the' low lands near 
the meadows, is the scite of the manor buildings ef ]E^oorw 
;bouse, moated found, "t ^ 

• On what anthorrfy this is asserted by Hasted does Mtt appear. s]|s 
V truth is *cry qui^tv^i^^M^ \^ 

t The aboye. mansioiis seem to have been B4Qa(e4 iwad, «otoal!y Ibr 
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A small streamlet, rises in the woods near Bromley ^green, 
and flows along the eastern part of this parish, in a direction 
northward, joining the postling branch of the Stour, near 
Sevington. Leland in his itinerary says, vol, VII. p. 145. 
**That river of Canterbury now cawled Stare, springeth at 
^ing^s Snode, the which standeth southe and a lytle be west 
fro Cantorbury, and ys distant of Cant, a idii! or xt myles.*^ 
But this is eyidently an error of Leland's, the abore being 
merely a small tributary stream to the Stoua. 

The manor of Wye claims paramount over this parish. The 
lord of that manor, George Finch Hatton, Esq. holds a 
CQjartrleet here Tor the borough of East-Kingsnorth, wjiich 
claims over ihis parish, and at this court a borsholder is year* 
ly appointed ; subordinate to this i^ the manor of Riitga- 
I90RTH, whfch in early times was the residence of a family of 
the same name; of. whom John de Kiqgsnorth resided here 
towards the latter end of the reign of Edward I. On the at- 
tainder of Bartholemew de Badlesmore about the 17th year 
of Edward II. he appears to have possessed that part of this, 
estate, since called the manor of East-Kingsnorth, for oahis 
conviction, this portion escheated to the crown and repiained 
there until Richard II. granted it to Sir Robert Belknap the 
Judge, who not long previous had purchased that part of the 
manor of Kingsnorth. which belonged to the family of that 
name. On his attainder and banishment in the 11th year of 
th^ same reign, the former part again reverted to the. erown^ 
but that which had been purchased of the family of Kingsnorth 
(the greatest part, and since cajled th^ manor of Kinqsnort^) - 
was on the petition of Ilaxapn de Belknap (his son} to parlia- 
ment restored .to him, Rnd in his pfl^sesfiion k continued .untill 
his death in the 7th year of Henry VI. After his ^feoth ir 



defence, but to drain off the water from th^ miry mloq which they Wfn^ 
built, which was.no doubt the principal reason why so many of the antient 
in this and the like siinations whn moaled roond/ Hauled 
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^me into the possession of Sir Thomas Brown of Beechwortli 
Castle, treasurer to the Ring^s household, who in tlie 27tb 
jrear of thAt reign, obtained licence for a fair^ in this parish^ 
on the feast of St. Michael^ and grants to elnbattle his man-« 
tion here, to enclose a park, and for free»7earren in all his de-' 
mesne lands within this manon Iii 16dO Alexander Andrews 
txecntor and deTisee of William Andrews, dontejred this ma-> 
iior with the farm called the Park, the manor 6t Moorhonse^ 
and other lands in this parbh, (being enabled so to do bj 
kct ot parliament) to the company of hab^rdaslicirs of Lohdon, 
as trustees, f'or the support bf the hospital at Hoxfon, calleil 
Aske's hospital, in whom thej are how rested. 

The other part, since called the MamoU or £ast K.ings« 
IroitTU, appears ib hare been granted, together with the manors 
0t West Kingstiorth, in Pluckley ; Moorhotise, in this parish ; 
lind Wathenden, in Biddenden, to the abbot and convent of 
Battle in Sussex, with whom they remained until the disso- 
lution of that abbey, in the 30th year of Henry VIII. In 
the same year they were granted to Sir Edward Ringsley for 
his life, and the reversion of them, was four years afterwards, 
sold by the King to Sir John Baker, to hold in capite by 
Knight's service. In his descendants, this manor and the ad* 
Towson of the church continued down to Sir John Baker, Bart, 
in the reign of Charles I, 

The Manor of Montfort's,+ or as it is now called Mum^ 
fordsj was once the property of the family of le Clere, of 
whom, Henry le Clere died possessed of this manor, in the 

* A material alteration must have taken place since Pbifipott'i time, aif 
be mentions a tifwn here, whereas it is now difflcalt to find a village. He 
says, (speaking of the manor of fcfpgsnorth,) **Hettry YI. ui theHSTtb year 
of his iei|o, granted some part q€ it4o Sir Thomas Brown of BeeehworH^ 
castle, in Surry, and with it a charter to enclose a park, which had liberty 
of /ree-mirren annexed to it; and likewise, the more to endear him, licenced 
Ilif toim to hold a fhir yearly on Mldnehnas day.*' 

t This in Harris and Fhilipott is written Munfidde^ . 
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vttgn of Edward I. and leavitig no issue male, it was carried 

in marriage by Susan his only daughter to Sir Simon de Woodr 

church, whose desc^idants afterwards assumed the name &[ 

Clarke. 

West Halks,* commonly and perhaps most properly called 
fVeH Mawks^ U a mai^or situated near the western bounds of 
this parish, and $ubordinato to that of Kenardington; it was 
formerly the property and residence of a family of that name, 
and according to Philipott was, <^a family of no c<Nitempt&le 
estimate, or shallow antiqtuity in this track, as appears by old 
^scripts, ped^igrees, and other yenerable munimente, which 
represent this family under the character of gentlemen^ for 
aboTe three hundred. years." 

The church (dedicated to St. Michael) is small, consisting 
of one aisle and one chancel. At the west end, it has a square 
tower steeple containing five bells. In the aisle is an ancient 
grave-stone, coffin shaped, with old french capitals round it^ 
now illegible, and against the north wall the tomb of Humphrey 
Clarke, £sa. of Bethersdea marble, with the effigies of him-* 
self and wife in brass, and below, of his four sons and five 
daughters; above is an inscription to his memory, set up by 
his daughter's son. Sir Martin Culpeper. In the chancel is a 
J>rass witbap inscription, but without date, for Thomas Umfrey^ 
rector. + The i^orth chancel,, which belonged to the manor 
of Mumfords, fell down some years ago a^d has not since been 
rebuilt; in it were interred the Wightwicks, owners of that 
manor; their grave-stones nine in number yett remain, and on 

T 



• This b the name ascribed to it by Pbtlipott, Harris and Hasted, tiiough 
from the arms of the £unily (afess^ between there Hamkt) the latter appears 
themore proper appellation. 

f Probably the immediate predecessor of Thomas Dunscome, A. M. 
Who was indited in ld92. 
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«M iidjcliiiiig ta theie, and also ferawrljr within tke«arfh 
•dhtncel, l9the figure of » Knlgkt in nrmoiir, irith a Hon nn* 
i»r hh fMt, And «n inscription on; brass for Sir WilUadi 
Parker, son of William Parker, Bsq. citizen and mercer rf 
'London, |4fl« 

The advowson tf this tedorf was Annexed to the manor of 
East^Kingsnorth in the reig>a of Henry VIII. (as befoT<> ob^ 
eerred) and has so continned to the present tiin#; th& right of 
presentation therefore to the liting rests with the owner of 
that manor* There are abont serenteen Acr^ of glebe land 
attached to it, and in IMO the whole wts Valued at onl j 501; 
No tythe of woodland below the hill southward is takra, thU 
part of the parish being considered within the Weald. 



£. 



JLiAMBERHUIlST,* probAbly froin the saxon words Lam 
land hufit^ in reference to its soil, and sitaation^; the former 
signifying a soft loam or clay, and the latter a wood. 

The greater portion of this parish, lies In the adjoining conn- 
Ity of Sussex, the tw6 counties being here separated by one of 
the principal tributary streams to the Medway, which rising 
In WaterdoWn forest, crosses this parish in a direction neariy 
east and west The Kentish part, or that which lies on tKe 
north of the stream is about two miles across in extent, and 
agreeably diversified with alternate dill and dale j the surOace 



• In fbe Textns Roffensis It ii wrf tten Lamberhente, and PhiUpott de- 
rives it from a Saxon of Uie name of LamBert^ formerly owner of this plaeef 
but this supposition Is not admitted by soceecdlng writers. Harris says, 
** I find it written LnmblierBte often ia the reign of King Edward L which 
allowang for the nsnal intenertion of the S in tndi pronanciations by the vnl- 
gar, win make the very word lamrhgnU** Harri8*B opinion on this poial 
b adopted by Hasted. 
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•oil oe»r ftte Tilli^e !• light «ad moAf^ ^7^ w « rock of 
Miid^slone^ and the rdDiOiider eonristt priQcipimy of • tliff 
teaacious clay. It contains large tracks of coppice wood, in-, 
^rsporsed with oak and other foreat trees ; hot these hare been 
IBweh reduced df late jears^ owi^g to the great faideate in Hkf 
priee of timber, and the miBflttftl demaad for oak of the laiget 
iiae IB particular, for the purposes of ship huildimg. The iroode 
p thk and some of the neighboiiring parishes abound geneftlljF 
with iroB ore, and until within fliese few yeare, fgrnneeafov 
iMdlting and nanttfactnrii^ the ore, hate been Iniue her^ &e 
lest of these, was that known by the name of the LamberiiBfit 
^r Ghmeest^r fnniace, the latter neme having been giten to 
it, on occasion of a Tisit made here, by the Dukci of 6lo«ees^ 
ler (son of Qneen Anne) in ^e year 1698. At thin foraace 
great qnantities of ceamon, aa well for the use of goreinmeBt^ 
OS the merchants, hare bee* ^est, berides backs for stoves, ke» 
bar*iron has also been worked here, and it is worthy of note, 
that the iron railing which encompasses St. Fanrs cathedral 
waicast at this place: according to the farnace books, this 
railing with the gates (seven in nnndber) weighed two Inm^ 
dred tons and eighty one pennd^ and cost the stun of 
11,20^/ Os« 6d. This furnace^ thongh fonch besiness was at 
times done at it, was never a very proitahle one, end lattcnrtfy 
must from the increase in the price of timber have yirided little 
or no advantage to the proprleton . When this undertaking 
was commenced, the average price of oak timber did not ex« 
coed 9Qb. per ton, and that mctenslve oompetitien which th^ 
lyltem of canal navigation has fortunately introdnOed wao 
then unknown and unthought of. The first project of this 
kind in England was tiiat of rendering the Saxkby brook or 
river, naTigable from the Mersey, up its three branches, in the 
year 1756, a period of nearly sixty years subsequent In the^ 
establishment 6f the«bove concern, and to tide sowreej wailed 
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with the encreased valoe «f timber, imiy be attribtited, th6 
total ftbandonment of every sdieme of this nature^ in this part 
of tbekingdom** 

The Tillage or town of Lsmberhurst, as it is now generally 
called, is about forty miles from London, on the hi^ road 
iN>|li thence to Hastings and Rye. > The houses are built dn 
fte ^ides of this road, and in the lower part of the town a 
bridge + of three 'arches is thrown across the stream, standing 
partly in Rent and partly in Sussex^ The only house of any 
consideration in the town is that on the western side of the 
Street^ near the bridge, formerly in the possession of a family 
of Thomas, which has lately undergone some consldepable 
repairs,' but which the antiquary will not see without some- 
i«gret. Just aboTO the town, on the north, the two principal 
roads in this neighbourhood meiet at the turnpike»gate, the 
one from London thi^ugh Tunbridge, and the other from 
Maidstone through Talding, Sec, and on the left, descend- 
ing to the town, is the parsonage, which though not re- 
ducible to any particular style, of architecture, will not fail te 
please, by the air of comfort which characterizes it. 

A fur is held here on old lady-day for cattle, &c. the pro- 
iUs of which belong io the owners, of the parsonage, and 
another fair is fael^i on the 21th of May. 

Liamberhurst was anciently part of the possessions of the 
family , of Cretequer, and .a limb of their barony of Leeds in 
this county ; one part of it was held ^of them by the family <>i 
Lenham ; one of whom Nicholas de Lenkam, obtained a diar- 
tor of free warr^ for hi& lands here in the reign of King 

' *■ JFW lUitiier obserratloss on thi» siilgeet^ »(r4he geaoral accoiat of the 
Weald. 

"^ f Tlie stream which divides th« two counties in this part is called the 
Afal0.hy HeiMi Mqnere^^alditiiotbeith^Te^M!? Xhe. Scale or Beidt 
river (properly so called) not approaoliiDip this place within eight or oine 
lailw. . 



Digitized by 



Google 



Henry III* The other part, in which the manor was incliid« 
ed, was held of the Crerequers, as half a Knight's fee, in the 
leign of King John, bj Nicholas de KenHh, nomine dotiSf 
who gave it to the abbot and conTent of Robertsbridge is 
Sussex. Hamo de Creyeqner, grandson of Robert, confirmed 
this gift of the manor of Lamberhurst, &c. for which tht 
abbot had paid him thirtj fire marcs of sBver, of the goods of 
his church. * 

In the 21st of King Edward I. upon a quO'WarrantOy the 
abbot and convent clumed view of frank-pledge^ and other 
liberties, to their manor here, against the King, who IM 
claim to it. But the abbot producing the King's charter, 
his claim was allowed before J. de Berewicke and othef% 
justices itinerant, and in the 8th year of King Edward II. the 
airdibishop had a grant for a market and a fair in this parish^ 

On the suppression of the abbey of Robertsbridge, in the 
re^ of Henry VIII. this manor came into the King's handi^ 
who soon afterwards granted it with the abbey and the rest of 
its possessions to Sir William Sydney and his wife, to hold tie 
eap&ehj Knight's service, all which he afterwards surrendered 
«p. In consideration of this surrender, and a sum of money 
paid upon a new agreement, the King in his 33d year, sold to 
Sir William Sydney and his heirs, the manor of Lamberhurs^ 
together with all its lands and possessions, to hold the same 
hj the suit of one whole Knight's fee, and the annnal rent of 
d61. 1^. 4d. In the 5th of James h new letters patent weie 
obtained of this manor, to hold it of the King as of his manee 
of East-Greenwich, in flree socage tenure^ by fealty only in 
lieu of all other rents and services, and in the 3d of Charles I* 
a confirmation of free^warren was olitained, within all the de^ 



• Soon alter the abbot's coming into possession of this manor, there ante 
great disputes between bim and tbe archbishop eonceming ft,- wUch y 
enally settled, anao 1806^ 61st of King Heary III. 
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muat lands of tkii mftnor, not 1>eiiig within the bounds ef the 

lUng's forests. 

. Thert is a const loot nnd const haron MA regniarly for this 



- The house attached to it, b that called Courr^LODee, the 
fropertf and residence of William Alexander Moreland, Eaq^ 
The present edifice was erected in ike tisse of James L bni 
has since undergone some material alterations; its situation is 
Matuiullj ^od, and with little exercise of taste^ the grounds 
ubout it wottld be rendered tralj delightful; the building ifc» 
eelf ^ough comparatirdj large, is yet wanting in consequence^ 
and en the whole there are few places In this neighbonihood 
where ifoAfrc has done more, or orl less* 
' The Maitok or refmiedM Avon of Hodleigh^ lies on the wes^ 
tem side of this parish, and was anciently attached to the eoU 
i^of St. Peter, at J^i^field, inSnriy, suppressed in the leign 
ef Henry VIII. • and whidi in the 3Sth year of that reign waf 
granted to Thomas Cawarden among other premises belongif^ 
te thecollcge, to hold in eapHe by Knight's serTtce. 

In this parbb, but in the county of Sussex, is SeoriiBT' Cju^ 
tax, end manor, the residence and property of Edward Hnssey^ 
4Bsq. This estate formerly belonged to it family of the sane 
0ane, one of whom Walter de Scoteni, held it in the reign of 
Henry III. and was a person of no small account, for he held 
fourteen Kni^f s fees and a half of Alice, CouDtess of Swe^ 
in Sussex; but being found guilty of poisoning Blchstrd Eai} 
ef .Gloucester, and his brother, William de Clare^ he was 
drawu through Wlpdiester.to the gallowis^ and Imn^. Tw» 
0oed views of this still interesting husldhif ma)r be seen It 
JlwmtK^i tkcatmt of J\smMdge-tFelU and U$ meighboutlmoi. 

Another place of still greater note, but also beyond the limits 
.ef the present work, is Bayhai^, or Begham abbey, of which 
HMmtipift ha# ^efen made in the preceding sheets; part pf the 
demesne lands of the ebbejr era wJ4Je t^if IHimftj J'^^ ^ buil^i^ 
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ing itself lies wholly withtB tbe cevntj <>f SoiieXy beia^oa 
tlie Mmthern side of the Teise and at the distance of afoout'twe 
Ovules westward of Lamberhiirst* Bayham is the favorite reisort 
«f the £sshioiiU>ie89 at Tanbridge- Wells, doring the saamnr 
•and antnimi months, for independent o{ the attractions of 
Bayham itself, the road to it from the Wells, is the most 
pleasing and romantic in the eoimty. This immense estate^ 
with the recent additions to it, is said to encompass an area of 
aeten sind twenty miles ia circnmferencei. It is the property 
M* the Mwrqafai Ounden. 

The chnrck (dedicated to St. Mart) stands a little i^emoved 
ffOMi the CouBT^&oooE, and seen from any point is a pkaskit 
object, it has a tower and spire, which contribste much ta 
lieighten the interest of tlie scenery in this neighbonrhood, and 
thov^h it has to boast of no particnlar claims to archltectaiml 
lleattty, it will not b« mot without pleasnre by the artlf^ «fr 
^passed without some notice by the most indifferent,^ - In tlia 
^rch of it lies the body of one Lindridge, who liTed fa 4 
lionse adjacent, and who made a stone causeway here, whidk 
lias been called $fter him. The advowson of this lirii^r ynm 
giyen by Bobert de Qrevequer to the prior and convent of 
Leeds abont the yeilr 1137, but the Ticavage of this chuK& 
was not endowed until about the year 1448. After the geta# 
eral dissolution of monasteries the appropriation and advowsoQ 
^f the tiearage were by King Henry VIIL in his S3d year, 
settled on the dean aud ^dmpter of RodMter, wfcmre thejpi 
hoih. vemaim 

LEIGH, adjoins eastward to Penshurst, and in the 7Vr« 
ius Bqffemisy is written Ljuqs^ which in SMXon signifies /?e» 
^iittg OT pasture* 

'} 
• Am InteresUng view of Lsmberharst dmrch| eftehed by Bliw Byrne, is 

'p9(ak in tlie work above meatlonedL 
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' • Tbis Tillage situated on tlie tani|nke road froni Serenoaks 
to {Penshurst^ and near the tfairtietli mile stone, contains but 
little worthy of remark ; the place is small and the houses ge- 

. iierally mean and straggling ; add to this, the cbarch, which 
fn most places is found to contribute something to their con*> 
sequence, is here more mean and contemptible than the buiU 
dings near it; this humble structure is placed on the north- west 
fide of the street, and but a little remoyed from the high road- 
From its situation, it is rather surprising this place should not 
be more respectable ; it has the advantage of one good'^road at 
Jeaat : the country around is pleasing, and the greater part of 
the parish lies higher than most that adjoin it ; from whtek 
circumstance and the mbre.f riable texture of its soil, it is much 
drier* The highest parts are towaids the north, but the tIU 

Jage itself lies on the southern side of the padsh, through which 
quarter the main branch ofihe Medway winds its course to^ 
wards Tttubridge ; it is also watered by a small stream which 
Jows from the sand hills, on the north. At a small distance 
from the church is Hall Place,* and about half a mile west« 
ward of the village, North Park, the property of Richard All- 
tint, Esq. which formerly constituted part of the park of 
Penshurst.f Between Leigh-Green, and HalUplace, there is 
much coppice, wood, as there is, in the northern part of the 
parish, called Westwood, near Halls and F-letchers-green. . 
, The MANOJt of Leigh, alias West Leigh had alway» thf 
aame owners with the adjoining manor of.Penshurst; and to* 
gether with that manor is now by virtue of the yriU of Mj% 

* Sitaated within the large district called Hallenden, which stretches two 
aillet and a half north-eastward, the extremity of which ^ though now separw 
Rted fktnn this part of it, by the parish of Tunbridge interveaing, yetbgr 
the best accounts has ever been supposed to l^e within the parish of Leigh. 
(Basted). 

f For aa account of South Pork^ which also, constituted part of the dev 
lands of pBif8HiiBST»FLACBy see ander that article. 
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Bl»i^th Pttrry, who died in 1783., become the property of * 
her eldest grandson John Shellej Sydney, Esq. But a moiety 
of the manor of Yeansfieid, alias finsfield, with other pro« 
{lerty in this parish, formerly ])eloi^ng to the Sydney family, 
was by Anne, widow of Sir William Yonge, Baronet, and 
her son Sir 6eoi;g;e Yonge, Baronet, of Escot, alienated to 
Qichard Allnutt, Esq, whose grandson of the same name is 
the present proprietor. This property consists of the messu« 
^ge of Emsfieid, with^ three hundred aeres of land, and other 
premises. 

Near the river Medway, and in the eastern part of the pa- 
rish, is an ancient mansion called Ramhurst : the estate on 
which it is placed being once reputed a manor, and held of the 
Honour of Gloucester.. 

That part of the manor of Hollxndkn, on which is situated, 
HALi.-Pf.ACE, and which b now generally known by the latter 
imme, was^ conveyed in the reign of Henry VIIL to William 
Waller,, from whom it descended to his son, Richard Waller; 
The manorial rights of it, have been since claimed by the name 
f f the manor of Lyghe Hollenden, by Robert Burges, Esq. 
who rebuilt this seat, and died possessed of it in 1704; by the 
te-marriage of his widow with James Harbroc, Esq. he is be* 
fome the owner of it. 

Of the remainder of HaiXBNDEN it b difficult to offer any 
latisfactory statement, on account of the numerous changes 
^d s«b*divisions, which this property has experienced* 
• The church (dedicated to St. Mart) is a small buildk 
log without a steeple, and in short without any external 
lecommendation whatever; 4n the windows aire remains of 
painted glass which at some remote period, it may be presum* 
ed, have been ornamental, but now too mutilated to add much 
to its consequence. In the chancel are three brasses, which 
have been taken from their original situations aud are now 

. U 
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waAsfi^ tp t^e flowrof iipdur^ 6ii tlitf nOrtii tidci; two df .^m 
]qiT« inscriptiona |b black letter^ one fo^ Thonms Cbttna^ Bsq> 
o^ 1^7; tfa« second for Joliii fkace^ of Moreden^ eldest 
s^ of Jo^n Stace of HpU^dJea^ pb«« 1690; ike third is th« 
effigy of a female in ber shread, lying in a temli^ and en tiie 
tif^er part sfae is reprdsented m% rising from it; the insci^ptioa 
it lost. Tliere are also sdreral otiier binsses and memorials^ 
principalifc for the former owners ef Hollenden, and in a smell 
drcaler conjpartment hr the east window of tlie chanoel, ar«' 
the arms of the Sydneys, Earls of Leicester* 
. By firfne of tire commission of enquiry in 1650, it was re« 
tjiroedy that in Leigh ^ete was a parsonage dtstinet from that 
Tubarage, the. pa^rseiBage Mag impropriate, belonged K^ the 
Earl of Leicester; that the Ticarage was presentative; that thd 
parsonage, with ihe tythea thereto belonging, was worth 
70U per annom, and the vicargge honise and one acre and a hall 
ef ground^ and the ty thes thereto belc«iging, were worth 501» 
per annum ; that the Earl of Leicester was propHetor of the 
parsonage, and master l^xA^eri Antrobus then Ticar, ' 

Sir Jotin Canewicey patrpn of the diurch of Lef|^, Richardl 
Canewce, rector, aad Aland de Ros, Ticar oi it, granted tH 
Sir Thomas de Penshurst end liia heirs, with the consent of 
Benedict, Bishop of Rochester, a free chapel hat erer withifll 
bis manor of Penshnrst, yet within the bdvmds of this parish, 
to be serred by its own proper chaplain, the said Itiomas and 
his heirs, payusg yearly tw^ ppnnds' of wax to theelmrch ef 
Iieigh, AS an acknowledgement of the rights of the mother 
Ishurdh; and the said Sir Thomas Pensbiirst f6r himself aii4 
bis heirs, at tk^ same time granted to the said chnrch, all th^ 
tenths of his fisheries belonging to tiie pool of his mill of Pen»« 
hurst, or in apy other fisheries, which should be erected by 
him or. hisJieirs in the said parish; and thiit the church of 
I^igh as. the mother churcfa, ^ould hate all obhitions yeariy 
accruing from the mansion of f^nshurst, on the four principal 
annual feasts,^ but that the rest of the oblations of the said 
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mansioaskottldTemaiale the said cluipeL This chapel was 
dedicated to St. Thomas the Aiiosti*% and St* Thomjis rs^ 
iMARTTR. In 1349 Richard do Weiid<»rcr| Bisfaopof Rochoir 
ter granted an iadulgence of fortj days remissieia fnam penao€9 
to all such, who on the annirersary of the dedicatiottof thii 
^hapel^ should offer vp their prayers at the altars of those 
aalilts^ by him consecrated there; and the like, at the atfat 
^lieloW) consecrated by him In honour of the blessed Cofifessorsi 
SU Edward aad St. Nicolas, and the like iodnlfWiGe o& the 
feasts of those saints for eyer. 

,. .Sitephen de Penshnrst a desc^idant of the n^re^ iothf 
444 year of King Edward I. for the health of hia sonl^ and 
those of Roger and Maigerie his wives^ S$c* confirmed the fon* 
Sner grants to this chapel and added many more^ among which 
wene the following priyileges to the chaplain and his succesfi 
jiors, tIz* the free grinding of his and their cprn in the iniU of 
his manor of Penshurst, without payment of toll, -fnd free 
pasture for four cows^ two so^s and six hofs, in common with 
fhose of him and his heirs, in the pasture of the manor of 
PendhHffit.fof erer, and that the swine should be free from 
the payment of pandage between the feasts of St. Michael an4 
St* MaHin. 

To this chapel a chantry was added in the year 1219 for the 
conTenience and accommodation of the parishioners of Leigh 
^4V«lKAg in the hamlet of Betbutgh. 

'^ This chapel was suppressed in the reign of Edward YI. ai 
which time its reyenues were valued by the King's commission- 
ers at 6L ^5. per annum.* 

U 9 



* This single fact will serve to shew the great rise in the value of landed 
property within the last three hundred yean, and the great increase also in 
the qmantUy^ and consequent diminution in the value of the moiaej now in dfr 
culation. Beside the privileges above eaumeratedy this Citai^Et possessed at 
the tiae of its dissolation^ upwards of two hundred aad thirty on^acrcftof lan^- 
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litNTON, anciently written Lyllyngton, and in Latin^ 
Ltiintuna^ lies on the northern confines of the Weald about 
three roiles and a half southward of Maidstone ; the high road 
from which place to Cranbrook and Tenterden, &c. passes 
through the village* 

Few places in the county are more pleasantly and it may be 
added more comfortably situated than the little vilHige of Lin* 
ton ; placed on the southern declirity of a hill commanding 
delightful prospects orer a richly wooded and highly pleasing 
country, and sheltered on the north abd east by more elevated 
ground, and thd plantations of Linton-place, it has to boast a 
peculiarity of situation truly enviable. It is however mueh to 
he regretted that the appearance of the place itself bears no 
Analogy to the situation, the houses in general are mean and 
irregular, the best parts of It engrossed for the purposes of tiie 
meanest trades, or encumbered with the abodes of poverty and 
apparent wretchedness. 

The boundary of the Weald in this part, crosses the sum* 
mit of the hill above the village in a direction nearly east and 
west, separating it fVom the plain of Coxheath, a small part 
ef which, though beyond the limits of the Weald, is compre« 
bended within the parish of lanton. This elevated and cheer- 



(in several lots), together with the aeccessary appartenaocet. Thevahieof 
Khi^ according to the above return does not average 6}d. per acre per 
annum. But according to the present state of things these same lands are 
now worth at the least 30s. per acre yearly rent, and if we take for granted, 
and 9s jttst, the lucent calculations on the comparative value of money now, 
and in the above reign, it will appear, that while the circulating medimii 
has increased in tlie proportion of twelve or thirteen to one, {in gitaHtitjf\ 
landed property has also obtained an advance in wilue in the ratio of fifty- 
five to one, or inother words, land is now of more than four times the value 
it was in the reign of Edward VI. (that is, admitting tlie above premises to 
W just), and taking into the account the comparative value of money in 
^ose times and the present. 
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fill tracer * has beea tbe scene of seTjeial eacsmpments, tiie fint 
of which in 1778 consisted of 16,000 men, but for whidi 
numerous body there appears to hare been ample scope; since 
that time other encampments haVe been formed here, thou^ 
not so extensive as the former* Thb heath is alMmt three 
jniles in length and in some parts more than a mile in breadth, 
it is esteemed particularly healthy, the soil is naturally dry, 
and water of the purest kind, is here readily obtaininl in the 
greatest abundance; to which adTantages may be added Us 
:central situation^ from which on any emergency the troops 
may be removed with peculiar facility either to the metropolis 
or the coast. 

The approach to the Weali> from Maidstone through tte 
romantic Tillage of Loose, over Coxheath is extremely pleasing^ 
and to a stranger the burst of this interesting country, jn^seni^ 
0dk to him on attaining the summit of the hill above Linton, 
must, if he has any feeling, excite strong emotions of surprizfi 
«nd pleasure; no anticipation of so extensive a view can be 
'entertained, from it^ enclosed country he has just passed^ the 
transition is. sudden and abrupt, and his emotions must he9» 
•likewise. 

The surface soil on the hill, is a rich loam on a bed of 
Kentish rag-stone, but in the low lands southward of the 
village, the soil becomes more stiff and clayey, though equalljr 
productive. At the distance of about a mile in this direction, 
the main road crosses the river Beult, at a place call^ Stik|- 
bridge, f and just beyond, branches off in two directions, the 

• On Oxheath is found the plaat called Lun aiua, or tmali MmmtfH^ 
^r a description of which, see Hill's Family Herbal and Dr. Bwkia's edit 
of Cidpepper, under the article Moomoort. This plant is veiy scarce and 
equally valuable. 

^ The bridge at this place, Mr. Selherland the Engineer, la hn repiytt 
to the oonunittee on the first pngected canal thfongh the Weald of Kentp 
veiy properly termed a stone embankmeat. Those who have witnessed ikt 
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^4>t^ iMdiilg to Cmtibrook and Tenterden, and the other to 
Mardes. 

On the east side of the Tillage Is Linton Place, j: now the 
|eat Of the JIfiinitf , and prerioosly- of the Wkhem and Maa/ke^i. 
The pHMent building erected abont the middle of the* last cen« 
tnry, by the grandfather of the present Sir H. Mann, Barof^et, 
is a substantial and respectable edifice, well arranged for do* . 
nestle comfort) and commanding extensire tiews orer the 
Weald. To use the language of Broit^n, ^Hhis place posses* 
ses great capabilUie$," its aspect is * unexdeptionable, and its 
natural advantages many, but without son^e assistance from 
art, these adyantages of situation are in a great measure done 
away : In these grounds it mu«t be admitted some trifling im^ 
•proTOments hare within the last few years been made, but 
there still remains much to be done. 

Robert Mann, Esq. grandfather of the present Baronet re^ 
allzed a large fortune, principally by advantageous contractfe 
for army Clothing, during the administratieA of Sir Robert 
Walpole, with Whom he appears to hare lived in habits of 
particular Intimacy. His sebond son, untile of the present 
Sir Horatio Mann, Baronet, and of the same name, was envoy 
extraofdkiary to the Court of Tuscany, for the period of for* 
tyt-stx years, dying at Florence In November, 1786, anf 
If hose remains were in the following year, brought to Eng- 
land for Interment, and with great pomp deposited in Unto* 
ehUfch. 

fipequeat floods in this neifphbonrfaoody mast be aware that much of the evil 
nrises field the want of ssfldeilt wttUt-ma^ at this place ; to ohrtate this 
the picieiit ill*eontfived sttactora should be wholly removed, and a sii^ 
aicb tlurawn acrosiy of at fees' SDventy feet spaa. 

i Hits was formerly called CapeWp<ourty from its owners in early times, 
eae of whota John d« CUpella heM H i&tbe leign Of King Henry III. to^ 
^tb*r with lands in Boxley, as ap|Man by the charter of inspsfiMw, gvaal- 
id hy that Ki«a to the abhfcy there. . ......' 
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In this parish were ibrmeHy sone Umdis belonging to a fa<- 
tnily of the name of Welldish, who had a chapel in this churck 
named after them ; and who according to tradition were de- 
scended from those of the same name in the time of the Con« 
^ueror, to whom one of them is said to have been huntsman^ 
and to perpetuate this circumstance, the family bore' for their 
arms. Argent^ three tedbots passant a&ure on a chiefy or^ a fox 
passant guies. These lands were annexed to those of Linton- 
place as early as the reign of Charles II. 
' Just above the village, and on the west side of the road, is 
the residence of the late Mr. Bowles, who for many yeanT 
held the situation of steward to Sir Horatio Mann; the house 
is scarcely seen from the road, being shut in by shrubberies on 
the north and east sides, (its elevated and naturally exposed 
situation having rendered such an expedient necessary) but its 
advantages may very well be conceived by the passing travel* 
ler. At the lower end of the village and on the same side of 
the road, is an old fashioned, but respectable looking fkrm 
house, with an extensive court before it, and a well situated 
garden on theliouth side; the' whole being admirably sheltered 
from the cutting winds, and yet sufficiently elevated to com- 
mand some delightful prospects over the country southward. * 

The church (dedicated to St. Nicholas) is on the ea^t 
tide of the road through the village, and though neither large 
or elegant, is not altogether destitute of interest ; its steeple 
and spire form an agreeable feature in the forciground of the 
view from the hill, and at every point from which it can be 
seen must be considered advantageous to the scenery of the 
neighbourhood. Among the monuments within the church^ 
Is one, said to have been designed by the late Lord Orford, 
of various coloured marble, inclosing an arched recess, with 
an ttrD| and inscribed as follows : 
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GALFR£BO MANN 

. . Amicufiimo optimo 

Qui obiit Dec. XX. M.DCCLVI. 

MtBLtla Suae L. 

Horatilis Walpote. 

The patronage of this (biircli^ was part of the anicient pos- 
ses«ioD& of the crown^ until about the year^lSl^, when it 
was appropriated to the use and support of the college or hos-. 
pital for poor travellers, in the west borough of Maidstone^ 
founded by Archbishop Boniface, in the reign of Henry III. 
Ib the 19th of Richard II. it was alienated to the collegiate 
church of Maidstone, with which it remained until its disso- 
lution in the 1st of Edward VI. anno 1546; when with that 
church, the adrowson and vicarage of Linton, were surrender* 
ed to the crown, of which, in the time of Elizabeth, they were 
held by grant by Alexander Grygsby, Gent, and in this name 
they continued in 1640. Soon after the year 1728, they were 
purchased by Robert Mann, Esq^* of Linton-place, since 
which they have passed with that seat to the present owner^ 
. In the 8th year of Richard II. the church- of Linton was 
valued at 51. 6s. 8d. per annum. In the year 1640 at 301. 
and in the year 1751, the clear yearly certified value of it waa 
«11. 7s. 8d- 



M. 



LARDEN, in ancient records written Merdcnne or as 
Dr. Harris has it Meredetiy i. e. the larger denn, lies on the 
road from Maidstone to Gbudhurst, from the former of which, 
the tozon of Marden (as it is usually called) is distant about 
seven miles and a half. It is situated nearly in the centre of 
the parish and principally on the sides of the turnpik^ road, 
which here making an acute angle and the houses being con- 
tinued some little distance down the road to Marden-thorn, 
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tiiMft IrnegotAr streets amform^^ until lately • l^nessliig hUt 
four ttttiiie(i(HW, iHit tibw gfeatfy ioproTAd b^ tM Wa«tciii 
kLoAlfi Whos# fecMt ttlt0ii^lo&9 hftte dmitHbated nmieli to th<l 
Mtfieetflliliitjr 0ftli«plAc«. Attbe «ut «nd'of t)i«ttdwfi ii 
Jwn?. Kousfi the residetiee «f Si^pben Hooket, '¥kq* tmA otf 
tiie left: of the road te 8tile«'brldge, the pfti^onage* On the ~ 
rlgiit atthe western extreifiRy is a tiewljr erected meetlngp-honsd 
(of indopendeatf) * to whieh the - late rector (the Rerl Jj 
AnAtB^ h. L« B.) was a prindpiil oontributdr — a shigulaf 
instaitde of clerioal liberality !! 

• The parish of Mardetiis boanded oa the north by the Beuly 
and on the west by the rli^r Teise wlikh unite about a miM 
westward of SttlO'.brldge; the stream then skirts the sotrthem 
boundary of the parties ^ Linton and Hunton^ and iialls info 
the Medtray at Yalding, near the town« From Its situation 
with respect io these two rivers, and the few inequalities of its 
sQffiioe, .much of this parish is subject to hasty floods, yet ly^^ 
ing generally above Uie lerel of the land in the immediate riciv 
idtjr of the Medway, the - immdations to which it is subject, 
are of no long continuance, and may be considered rather hen 
neiicial (at leas^ to the landed proprietor or his tenant) than 
odierwise, nor indeed can Ihis circumstance be offered as a rea- 
skMMble objection on the spore of health, but may with morcf 
propriety be advanced as an argument in favour of if^ salubriJ 
iy^ Perhaps the greatest objection to this neighbourhood is 
the very ifidiffereat state <rf its roads; which (excepting oni^ 
the high road through the town from Maidstono to Gondhurst),^ 
are execrably bad; the main road for the most part pursues 
the highest land, but is hot sufficiently elevated to command, 
very extensive views, the prospect northward being bounded, 
by the quarry hills, and limited in other direetioaa by ihm 
abundanee of thriftiog oak«>timber and the .ridge of high land^ 
southward, in the parishes of Cranbrook and Goudhurst^ 0# 
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i^roaching tke vilkge of Gbadhurat (tlie l^eftutlAil sttiuukioii 
nf which kas bMn nedced under that arttele) the co«oti|r be* 
cosies more plattu^gi aad on. attaining due snmnil of WiQ<i]Mti« 
kill* a fine tieW of tbit district northward presents itsei^ 
inferior howerer in beauty to &ose which strike the eye oa 
the south and 8outh*we)»t, after passing the tttrnpike-^te;; 
^ese latter, though not more extensive, are more agree%bl|r^ 
diversifiifed with the principal essentials of scenic beauty.; the 
objects of art are not nuiperous, or abstractedly, of muck 
interest, but most happily placed and harmomously blended 
H^ith the whole. In the front, the e)^e b carried over the valley 
to the rising, ground in the parish of Horsmdnden, on whlch^ 
surrounded by thriving timber^ stands .HpRSMoiroEii house thr 
seat of Mrs. Marriott (relict of the late Rer. Dr. Marriott):: 
in the raUey to the right, is BROAnroBn Hoesa, and on' th« 
left, proudly sesited on an eninonce, the village of Goudhurstf 
while the more distant prospect isembelliBhed with the picturesti' 
que tower and spire of Lamberhurst church. 
, ^^A fair is held here yearly on October 10th, for toys mli 
pedlary^ the profits of which the portreeve of the hundred o£. 
Milton receives of ancient custom, which officer executed: 
within this hundred, the office of clerk of the market in elL 
points, whilst the market was held^ but it has been disiaised- 
time out of mind" f 

*• Wtnehel'hia was the oH^oaTseat io ihh comity oF tbe fiuhily of Rdbeftr 
qf GlMsepbttry. Ths first of whom WiBndi Rookheiat, a aathe of ftofM^) 
Uod, afterwards afsumed the name of Roberts, ajid in th^3d yoar of Henry 
L having purchased lands at Wincbet-hill, erected a hoose there to which: 
he gave the name of RookhenU This mansioa coBtinued the residence of 
the family nntil the reign of Richard II. when by the marriage of Stephen ' 
BobertialiaiRoOUimt with Joan, daughter aiad heir of MTillfaunTAlejr of 
Glaasesboiy; the- Afmer, jurt lurtraf, became estHiedS0 the seat of CHto* 
jp^ory, whither he removed. . ' -. 



f Hasted's History, vol. YII. p/ft& 
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Tac Manor ani» Hohdked or Mar»%ii irat in reiy earl^ 
times part of tlie royal posseseiont, Wog attached to the M'a* 
ir0R and Hundexo of MturoN, the fee of which was vested it 
ihe crown, and so continved until the reign of Charles I. when 
it was granted to Sir Edward Brown and Christopher Favell, 
4^ fee; and with that ntahor and hundred, this of Mardsn has 
^eontfamed appendant to 'the present time; although repeated 
petitions and applications to thre etown appear to have been 
vade to sepaiiate it'frohi that of Mikon, and render it indepetik 
)dettt; Thete Manors formed part of the jomtnfe of Quefi 
Eleanor, consort to Edward I; who afterwards obtained tin 
frant of a niarket and fair to be held at Mereden, On her 
ienth fa 1^1, the MAiroas of MitroH and Mardrn w«m 
ligain tkken possession of by the Kitig. 
' Thk Manor and Hobsa op CaxtBKRT was in the time of 
Sdwai4 II* held in tapHlii of that monarch by Henry disl 
Cher^ne, who died in tho M year of that reign : from tiiia 
name and family it wab alienated early in the reign ctf Richard 
'II. at which time they appear to hate been held by WiiliaflA 
At* Weld in whose' descendan|;s they continued tothebegin* 
t^ng :of the reign of Henry VI. When by sale th^ passed to 
William Couper, and becoming in the succeeding reign the joint 
property of two brothers of that name, as coheirs in garelkind^^ 
a partition of the estate ensued: that part (since called 
Orm^t Cbetbn£t to which the Manor is attached) was pasA 
led'ttway to hwMy one of whose descendants, prerions to th^ 
ibeatondou of Charles II. and during tho comramiwealth^ 
alienated It to Thomas-Twisden, Esq^ sergeant-at-lavy aftefi 
wards Knighted, made one of the judges of the King*s«bench 
and subsequently created a Baronet^ He seated himself at 
Bradboum, and In his descendants thia estate continued till 
lately. It is now the property of T. L. Hodgete, Elq« 
' Bnt GHEYm£T*ao9SB aftd that part of iSie ^fiM^ since oid» 

Xt- - • 
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M Lirr&x CvciPEiitY 'VM toos tifiberitlie jRaifflfioNt.fiLwiiiited 
to:% bmn^ 4»f.the Mapte«d«o'»9 from whom it passed to Alvto' 
jtfidcr Conulhope, Esq.^ of HorsmoAden, who dying intesMa 
iMiduiipaarviediQ 1779, Cliettnoy«lio«ao with !the ratt «f -his 
.e&tat^ iMMae to hb nephew und heiNftt^latw JohB Cxdoy Enf. 
jo(.Sff»iTtfs i» the Bam^peliih^.Mid^he' letter dyiog^abeiini^ 
kMirriedi thisestlitf by virtQe of^is wiU,.becittee>the.ph»petty of 
Stephen WaHw, Seq* the ftfoseot resident. This sMmtton ti 
on the left of th^ road ftom Wiachet<*hill to the town;' the 
k)iil4}Dg Jtself Hi inmgttlar and the grouads aboet Itdispoadl 
^rAtbont maeh regard to taate^ but tlie sftuatioa ie pleasaat. 
'. Xbi^church, whichi Is sita«ted on the north Iside of the fwin^ 
eipaj n^seet wlthja a «paoicMs ^metery, was giyen by JtieKaia 
de Lucy, Chief Justiceof .£m$laod, to the abbey at: Lbsni^ 
fiD*|^t«»e add perp^toalaliys/ and with that4d>bey itzfemamed 
fulfil its xdissolutioB) wheK.by Hevry YIII. the a{i^rofrMioft 
uml 1^ adTow^oo of the iPiearage,. (which had k^m endowed 
]^yr jiriftbisbeR. Stratford) were granted< tor Caltfiaal Welseyi 
t#Wiird9 tb«i8apport«nd ere^ion of Cftidiiial^rCoHi^iO, OfefordL 
Oft htS'MisftKte in ;&6%9, tbey wei« again taken piesaislMiiolii ef 
by the orow«^ and soonalteriH^sai^topMaAed.totto sapimrt 
nf 4he Carthpsitot M^Mit^.of Shone, in Surry^ wbemihey 
;i^B^i|ifid but a short ti^ie; fallingt with ^^ rest: of tliepee« 
iesstops of ,that monaalieryi onoa move int<i:the hand*' of the 
cfof Jft« ' In the M of EU^ab^thf theiihiareh f^f Mard^ aR»e)k 
piiate, thi^ valued:<at fifteoA pQWds (being, theireeevfod' real 
)»y th^.;)essee of it) wa#/ witb sel^braU other reototiet^aiid 
parsooaiM^ madetrove^r to the «ee of { CanteitboFy (i^rhere tfti^y 
have filnc^ remained) in Ijevi.pf levetal «iA»or5 aad landi^ dreu 
wMck the Qu^en hid tul^f^i^ Mother hands b^tongnv ta that 
ICkQ. The «hvr^.>is a ««eaa aid Ms^^gaatisiffUctMie and timgl 
carrying with it.jibeliiajks pf. great e^M^«»tyJa;e>ideatly.«erg; 
inJ^U>ii99»fi*^9tyf9iif t«rf^c«MPI<)QS^jfiltt^pe»,iltijntgt0ar 
jcourses and for the most pcrtJ^oTered with plaister, which 
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.<erackii^ and peefog aff^ giv^ it ^ very ragged «ik1 shabby a|^ 
pieiafaiuce; at the west eiid« ia an uficoutli dwarf towin*^ t\m • 
'ttpfief partfmmcKl andwealj^r boarded, and coyev^d wUb a 
sbiiigle roof) mtofdtiog at a point in the c^nfMej and surmomit^ 
wtb It weather Tane, which appears yeiy insufficient to tmg^ 
poet the swing of six brils, notwkhstandiof the assistanoe tha^t 
has been ghrea to it. by thebii|tre9s opt the south side. The 
latfiior is dlf ided into a nate^ side aisle and chaoce), and cotf. 
taiaed Of IginaUy a ssMil chapel, dedicated to* St. John tus 
&tftiST. Uu$lcdwf% >^n 1703 this church, yiin,%b€0Mt4fied}^ 
/sinbstriptioO) at the expence of 961. 3s.. 9d." but.no trac^ 
Md ^mbeUkkment or of its.hating been-^^uli^ lure now pfi&« . 
4iff>tible: the p^ws are wretchedly mten and the altar-sere^ 
is of 4;he meet homely kind^f On the north side of the clumcel 
U a spfcendid moumutent to th0 memoiry of John Cole, Esq. «^ 
S^itFons, (erected by his'deshre), and at the «ast,ead.of th0 
aouth.abk^ a plaanrmuiul tablet of statuary marble, in memofy 
#f Matryf, wife' of Johb Andrews, L. JU B. The c^ of tlf0 
Ittlar al^okiBf the CoDt^Coni^hich ts th^ date 1063) has beet 
originally much ornamented, but which b now little observaUf^ 
owing to repeated white-washingSj and the uncourteaus attacks 
of Tims. 

A small estate in tbis parish, fonuerly. belonging to Motten* 
den priory, claima«if eseflo^on of tytiics* 

MEREVHTORTH. . the situaUon of tlie village of Mere, 
worth, or as it is usuallycalled JfeiruJ,* dilers little from 
that of Wateringbury, from ^hich it is distant about two mpes, 
}n the direction of Tuubridge; the place is very incouaiderable 
and has to boast but few tolerable dwellings, the chief q^*. 
ject of attraction in this parish, is M'ereworth House, the 
seat of Lord le Despencer, begun about the year 1737, by John, 

' « Ia«itt7bcbttjBi)#m#ts,ati«cri]c4MuBailBa'nu, pad ManuMWYHiua; 

in Oonesday Jlfarotfr<{€. . . ^. « '.' > - . • ;.' 
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serenth Earl of Westmoreland^ under the direction of CoVkn. 
Campbell,' from k design of PaHadio.* It is erected on the 
•cite of't^ old mansion, at the distance of about a quarter cf 
a mile southward of the turnpike rOad, standing on an easy 
-ascent, and backed by extensive woods, through wliidi some 
l^leasant avenues and other ornaroentstl improTements were 
made by the last Earl. In the low ground, in front of the 
liouse, is a large sheet of water formed by the stream, which 
rising near Yokes-place ilows through the pirk, and following 
the course of the valley, unites with the Mcidway at Bow- 
bridge. Few private buildings have been more pan^yrised thaft 
MsRfeWORTtt HotrsB, and yet it may be ihirly asserted,' thait 
but few of equal magnitude, have more meagre claims to ap^ 
pkttse* Whether the des^n is considered ^ab^ractedly^ or 
with reference to its situation, it is equally indifferent and ob^. 
jectionable; it itf costly without elegance; extensive aaad yet 
taconvenient; Towards the beauty of this ^ce, Nivonte hw 
done much. Art but little; the following advice by P<^, im. 
Ids epistleto the Barl of Burlington has hereJM^HirCfre^laoked^ 
-liesays, » 

" Begin with seracy of every art the soul, ** 

Then, adds, 

*' Porto answering: parts shall sKde into a whole, 

*' Spootanoas beauiietalt aroaod adfuace, 

" Start even from difficulty, strike from chance | 

*' Nature skall join you; time shall makeit gr6w 

** A worit to wonder at - ••• . - perhaps a S'snw*'*' * 

■' . ' ! ■ ■ . * ♦ 

The situation of the house, is by no means happily chosen, 

npr is the kind of building suited to the humid atmosphere or 

England; on the whole^ this place affords a striking prob!^ 

* This design may be seen in the ISth plate of Ware*s Palfaidiol It was 
l»nilt by the hu^r for Paolo Almerieo, near Vicenzor in a delightful sitna* 
tSna, oa asuaid hitt, mcerad on on* tide by. ikfi Baech%Uaiie, and an the 

ether encompassed hy rising woods and vineyards. ....... ,i. , 
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that something, move than expeace, and dasMicttuU, are re* 
guistte to form. an agreeable and ^oositteat cen^position. Thm 
hofise CQDtainB a small collection of paintings, among which 
are sereral family portraits.* At the time of the Domesday 
sarrey) Mereworth (Maroarde) waa amcHig the possessiona of 
Hamo de CreTeqner, sheriff of Kent, (Vice«comes), whick 
itffice he held until his death in the reign of Henry I« In the 
9e^ of Henry II, it was held as two Jtnight*8 fees, of the Earlf 
vf Clare by a family who assumed the surname of Mere* 
worth, and in whose possession it continued, until late in the 
Itign of Edwajd.III. a period of more than two centuries; by 
one of theses Roger de Mereworth a grant of free* warren was 
^takied in the r^gn of Edward I. and license to hold an an* 
Dual fair wttbia the manor, om the day of St. Lawrence. Fron^ 
this family it passed through those of Malraains, Brembrey: 
Hennenstorpe, Fita*4dan, Beaochamp, NeriUe, Faiieand-^ 
Oashwood, to Sir Thomas Stapleton, Bart, of Grays, in Ox<> 
lordshire, who sncceeded to the title of Lord le I>e^>encer, ki 
the year 17B8,at whose death the estate and title devolved 
to his eldest son, the present possessor. 

Towards the western eltremity of the parish is the delightful* 
ly situated residence of Mrs. Master, called YoKK8-PU%ce, the 
acite of which, in the reign of Henry III. washetdof the Earl 
of Gloucei^ter, as the thirdof aRaif^t's fee, by Fulcpde Shar^ 
stede: it is a respectable brickbvilding, principally erepted> 
in the year 1771, by WiUiam Daniel Master, Esq^ who aU 
so considerably altered and improved the grounds. The views, 
from the house, which Hes on the southern slope of the ^uar* 
ly-hill, are extensive and pleasing. There are two other good 
estates in this parish, Fowkss, which b esteemed a manor, 
belosiging to Sir Oiarles Style, Baronet; and Barohs Pi.act9 
the. projperty of David Papillon, Esq. 

• A catalogue of these is gi^ws in Spnuige't lViabii4|ie-^Wclli gtM^. 
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' ' Th6 parochial cliurch formerly occupied the scite of the 
present stabling of Mereworlh House, but from this 6nce re« 
iSred and appropriate sltuktfon it vas reoioted by the desecra-i 
€lng influence of vanity^ during the dominion of dasife rage 
and tfet^teless extravagafice. The situation now allotted ity 
Prickly accords with the spirit 'of its remotal, and the taste of 
its projectors ; obtruded on the public way tind without a so- 
litary tree near, to reil its peerie$9 beauties, it boldly and 
confidently challenges the applause and admfration of the pass« 
ing trUYeller, while its gaudy spire serres as a land mark, to 
guide the curious to this region of'TAsTE and l<^rd)y magmfi-^ 
dence. To eiiter into its merits as a design, would be ifteedl^s^' 
suffice it to obsenre, that it is misplaced, utterly unsutt^ to' 
i#8 situation and 111 calculated to further the sacred and im|>br« 
taut purposes for whieh it was professedly Intended. Th^ 
s^yle of architecture adopted in this structure fstfie tusean^ 
and ' not the Corinthian, as Haaited states, from which it will 
be found to differ, as widely as the wett dre»9ed geniiemtiti froni 
the d&tcn. At the west end is -a semicircular vestibule or 
porch with columns of this order, and within the building ar^ 
two rows of 'doric columns, dividing the area into a nave and ^de 
iHsIesc the spire is not unlike that of St. Martin's in the fields,. 
CiOndon. This fabric was begun In 1744, and consecrated hy^ 
the Bishop of Rochester in the year 1746* On <he alteration^ 
of the feast day of the dedication of the church of Mereworth* 
in the year 1439^, the Bishop of Rochester, as an encourage-^ 
raent to the parishiooers and others to observe the alteration, 
grantjM to thos^i who did, forty days teMi$9Hm -of their nn$\M 



«t.AceDidiii|^iotfieeiain9»le giveii by VltmviaB* life filadpal cNrae-^ 
teristic ii simplicity; the shaft does not <Hmiii$fib fire«i '4he lw«e« bat heginr 
to contract Cttnrilinearly aboat one third up, thns giving to it a gouty and 
imsighUy appearance; the cornice projects two diameten, supported by 
mutui^ attiie'distaaee of .oise diatteier i^art. - 
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' ETTLESTED^ was at the time of the surrey of Domes* 
day, among the possessions of the Bishop of Baieax^ od whose 
disgrace this manor, with those of Hylth and Pimpe, became 
confiscated* In the reign of Edward I. they were held of 
the CLABSSy fiarls of Gloucester, (chief lords of the fee) by 
Richard de Pimpe, and in that name they continued until the 
18th of Henry VII, when Sir Thomas Scott, of Scotts-hall 
became possessed of them. They were afterwards purchased 
by Sir Philip Boteier, Baronet, together with Pimpe's Court 
In East Farleigh, and are now the property of Lord Barham. 
Some considerable repairs and alterations were made to the 
Place-houie by Sir John Scott, probably about the year 1587^ 
that date appearing on a part of the building, eridently of 
more recent erection than the rest* A part of this once splen« 
did residence, is conrerted into an oast for drying hops, and 
the residence of a labourer, while what else remains of it, 
senres but as a meUncholy memento of its former consequence. 

The M ANOA OP liOMEWooo, was settled on the priory of 
black canons, at Tunbridge, by one of the Earls of Glouces- 
ter, but falling to the crown by the dissolution of that esta* 
blishment, it was granted to Cardinal Wolsey, towards the 
endowment of his collcf e, with which it remained but a short 
time, for on the disgrace of that prelate, it was again seized 
by the crown, and shortly after given to Sir Edward Neville* 

The parish of Nettlested, is bounded on the east by the 
Med way, and southward by the parish of Wateringbury, and 
though generally low, is not only rich in soil but in scenery. 
On the east of the village stands the Church, a small build* 
ing (dedicated to St. Mary,) containing some memorials of 
Hie Scotts, and in the windows a considerable quantity of 

y 
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stained glass.* This rectory is held with ihc^ chapel of Bar^ 
mingjett, the latter hating been annexed to it by Edmund 
Bishop of Rochester^ (anno 1480.) From the church-yard^ a 
good Tiew is obtained of Sir John Shaw's house^ seated under 
shelter of the hill, between the churches of Yaldiug and Net-* 
tlested, and of the country in the direction of Pembury. 

The learned Sir Roger Twisden who Itred in the reigns of 
King James and Charles I* in hts discourse on the Weald,' 
says, that in the time of the Lady Golding, who hired the 
tithes of this parish, Nettlested was held to be in the Weald, 
and she denied the tithes of wood accordingly ; yet the rector 
of it affirmed then to Sir Roger, that all who bad wood in the 
parish, paid tithe of it at that time to him, excepting himself. 

NGWENDEN. On the rising ground north of the Rother, 
which divides this county from Sussex, at the distance of about 
three miles southward of Rolvenden, stands the little Tillage 
of New END EM, consisting of a few scattered cottages near the 
church, and on the left of the road to Losenham house, the 
seat of Samuel Bishop, Esq. and formerly of a younger branch* 
of the Auchers; by an heiress of which family it was carried ia 
marriage to the Colepepers of Bedgebury. On this Manor a 
PmoRY for Carmelite friars, f was founded by Sir Thoma.» 
Fitz-Aucher, iu the 26th of Henry III. (anno 1241) be- 

» The nave is lifchted on each tkle hy three elegant obtuse pointed win- 
dows, and between these eztenially, are canopied boUiesBei reaching to- 
.the eaves of the building. 

f * WUliam Stiawfield, 8. T. P. a natire of Kent ^ who became prior of 
this hoiise> and was buiied here in 1390, wrote a history of thismonstery, 
and u said to have been particularly versed in the history of his Order.' 

Stev. Dug. Mon. vol. II. p. 167. 

According to Kilbume a castle stood near the scite of the priory, which 
was destroyed by the Danes in 892. In his time no traces of It were to be 
discovered, but the memory of it had been preserved^ by a place here stilt 
called the cattU toU^ 
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ing the year after the first settlement of that order in England. 
The pRio&T, which stood but a little remored from the manor 
bouse of Losenham, was suppressed in the 27th of Henry VIII. 
and with all its possessions surrendered to the crown. liOSEir^ 
HAM, is situated tfbout half a mile north-eastward of the church, 
and is considerably elerated, standing on the ridge of high 
land which runs through the parish from east to west, sfaelr* 
Ing on the south towards the Rother, which bounds the parish 
on this side, and on the north declining into the yalley between 
this place and RolTonden. The appearance of the surround* 
ing country, so far from being ^forlorn and dreary^ as Hasted 
asserts, wears a cheerful and animating aspect; the lawn-like 
surface of the fore*ground, gently flowing into the marshes be- 
low^ t>esp6tted with sheep and occasionally enlivened by the 
passing barges on the rirer, affords an animating spectacle; 
while the back-ground of the view is closed by the rising 
woodlands in the opposite parishes, studded with cottages and 
setts, and enriched with the picturesque spires of Beckley and 
Northiam churches. The riews northward are no less pleas- 
ing ; indeed to what erer quarter the eye is directed, there is 
something to please and to gratify it. The house (built in 
1666) has undergone considerable alterations within these few 
years, insomuch that at this time it carries with it no external 
mai^s of antiquity ; part of the moat which formerly surround- 
ed it, is still remaining on the south side.* 

The manor of Newenden, (with other lands) was granted 
hy Offa, King of Mercia, to the abbey of Christ-Church, Can- 
terbury (by the name of Andred) for the feed of their bogs,' 
adpaseua porcorum* In the time of Edward the Confessor, it 

Y% 



• '*Many fimndatfoDii bare been ivj; vp sdnthward of the hoase^ ancTa 
IHr yean ago a stone cofln was dug vp^eompoflcA of ilMiriet •tones, poi>^ 
ltoate4wlUi4trana.hi|BSJtetetlhcuaioist«B Ihia^^V^ 
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Iras accounted part «^f the demeftoes of the Archbishop of Cio« 
terbury, to which see it was attached until the reiga of Henij 
Till, when by Archbishop Cranraer, this Manor, with other 
premises, was exchanged with that monarch, and remained with 
the crown, to the death of Charles L toon after which, the 
manor was sold to Hugh Peters, who held It till the restora* 
tion, when it again rererted to the crown. It was afterwards 
granted to the Earl of Aylesford, whose descendant Heneage 
Finch, Earl of Aylesford, conveyed it, together with the 
fishery belonging to it, (which extejads on the river Rother 
from New-barn, at the eastern extremity of this parish, t« 
Odiarne-oak, about a mile beyond Bedlam westward) by sale 
in 1760, to Mr. Samuel Bishop, of Losenham* 

About a quarter of a mile eastward of the. Tillage and near 
the river, is a strong chalybeate Spring : which says Hoiiedf 
<^with oaken leaves put into it, turned blackish; and with 
powder of galls, it sparkled and turned like Champaigiie 
wine.'« , 

, Two spots are still pointed out in this parish, which are 
said to mark the scite of the Roman Station and City called 
by Pa.ncirollus AnderidM and uinderido9, by the Britons Cae^ 
^bidredy and afterwards by the Saxons wlifcjrecf or Andi^ed^ceaS'^ 
ier. The one called Quatle TqU^ lies about a mile and a quar* 
ter east nortb-*east from the Tillage of Newenden, on a 
point of land between Btydon sewer end the river Rother; 
It is a raised plot comprising about eighteeo or twenty acres, 
on the east side of which are die remains of a deep ditch and 
bank which seem to have gone ^uite round it. And ikear it oa> 
the north-east,t is a piece of land, mised m«cb higher than th# 
former, round which appears to have been a double ditch^ 
enclosing $n «re« of «bo«t &vo or %ix, acres*,* 



• «'WheaDr. Plot vliiM Ms place itt tlM^ year 1099^ ho taith' in «om» 
IftSS ipa^en ef his^ whisk I li«f« the finer Sa yarasew that tbry wsm 
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The scite of the ancient Anderida* has given rise to A 
variety of conjectures and ingenious surmises, 'but the greater 
body of argument is certainly in favour of this place: aaaoog 
the principal opposers of this conclusion are Mr. Somner and 
Archbishop Usher, but opposed to them, are Camden, Henry 
«f Hus^ti^gdoa, Selden, Lambarde and I>rs. Plott and Harris^ 

<lien very tofttf t and he was iafarmed by cm ancient and sober cmi u tryinaa, 
who had oliten ploughed upon this hill, that both the mmmit or trnimU^ and 
the vAlla were tbca at least foar feet lower, than when he first knew the 
place ; and therefivre no wonder if I firand them much Umer ifet^ wJien I 
visited thi§ place.** Dr. Harris, hbtory of Kent, p. 215. 

* Wlien Constaotine new modelled Ms empire for lis better ^vemment he 
divided it into foar lai]ge prefeetnres, viz. Italy, Gaaf, the East, and lUyria 
includingfoarteeni^reat provinces; Britain one of these was made sobject 
to the prefectm pretorio or prelect of Gaol, and was governed by a vicar or 
depafy stilcd apedaHfU. Previov to this arrangement, Britain was divided 
into two provlaees only, bat Conslaatine divided it Into three i the lint 
pUled Britammm prima contained those parts south of the Thames } Britannia 
aecunda^ the conntry weft of the sevem to the Irish sea, now called Wales, 
and the third distinguished by the name of Maxima tUBuuietuis contained all 
the rest of the conntry lying northward of the Thames and eastward of the 
'Severn. Under the prefect of Gaul were certain consular deputies and 
presidents who with other inferior oSfeers had the management oCalleivIl 
and criminal matten. Beside which there were sabordinate to him In BritaSm 
at that time, three different oonrts ander the dareetion of three principal 
officers, namely the Comt$ Britamdarum or Connt of Britain ^ the Diqr 
Britanniarum or the Duke of Britain, and the (km99 LditorU Sasmdci or 
Count of the 'Saxon shore, under whose government was Awi>siiida, at 
which place, adetacfanent of Roman Soldiery was placed, tapfOteetlMi 
part of the eoast against the piratical InToads of the Saxoas* 

In the year 490 it appears that Avdbhida was besieged, taken and to- 
tally destroyed by JBUa King of Sussex and CisM his son, who on that oe* 
casion pat to death every inhabitant of the place, and razed the walls of the 
city to the ground: ** and if afterwards'* cays Dr. Harris, "/A€€Mf2^might 
have been repaired or newly bnilt here i it was probably destroyed by the 
Danes ia the yearS93, whea they ravaged thecoaatay hereabouts,** The 
deitrttction of AKDsaioA. by Mmaa and Cisssi ispeshapsthestrSsifcstaiisa* 
mmltH^MMi. Ammer'^ ssppoittioai thateanbehroqghteisiMtit* 
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whose opinioiifly have been almost inTariably adopted by sob- 
sequent writers. By some it has been placed at Reding^killj 
others hare sought for it at Hastings, while Mr. Somner has 
taken much pains and exhibited an imposing but futile display 
of antiquarian knowledge, to establish it at Perensey. Dr. 
Harris says ^< I think \i appears plainly by the charter of King 
Oflfa, mentioned by Twine^ p. 102* that Jndred was in Kent*** 
If this conclusion of the Doctor's is correct, and there can 
hardly be the shadow of a reason opposed to it, there needs 
no other argument against the hypothesis of Mr. Somner, or 
of those who would place it at Hastings ; as these places ar^ 
not in Rent, but in Sussex. The distance of Newenden from 
the sea, appears the most formidable objection with Mr. 
Somner, though he admits the probability of the, sea haTing. 
r^ched within six or seren miles of this place ; that it did 
once flow up as high as Newenden, no one can consider aa 
improbable, who has the least knowIed|;e of the country; 
Dr. Harris says, **we hare rery good reason to beliere the 
sea did once flow up to this place,'' presuming principally on . 
the following passages from GiUlas and Tmmj the former of 
whom places^^ ^A(/red!r Chester^ in Littare Oceani ad Merir 
diemf* and the latter (de Aebus Albionieis ^ 31) <<saith, 
that RoMNET Mahsh was once Pehgut ei Mare VeUvdum. 
The same author farther obserres, that tradition hath always 
fixed Anderida here; that Henry of Huntingdon saith^ thia 
place used to be shewed as such^ to passengers; that it if 
situated ia the wood Jndredj or the Wild; that the whole 
hundred bears the name of SelhrUtenden t** and **that proba^^ 
biy this town had the name of Newenden from Its being built 
aneisf near the place of the old one.'H 

« De Rebut Albionlfili, 
which he tnmrias^^tlia leu «r4H|pjNtft^' la («ll» •lMr«i Witttt» i«Mi 
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The Saxon Fomt in this cfaurcli, b perhi^ps the' greatest 
piece of antiquity within the Weald* - • 
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^RLESTONE. The parish of Orlestone, is partly with* 
In this district and partly within the limits of Romney marsh, 
lying principally on the ridge of clay hills, which bound that 
rich and extensive tract on the north* The Church and Court 
I^DGE are seated on the upland, bnt there is no Tillage, the 
few houses contained in the parish standing insulate and dis-* 
persed throughout it.* The soil is for the most part a stiff 
day, and the bye-roads such as may reasonably be anticipated 
on such a soil, and where but little pains are taken with themi; 
but the high road through this parish into Romney marsh is 
yer^ good, and much used, being one ^f the principal tho- 
roughfares into the marsh. At Flam Street which lies on this 
road at the foot of the hill below the church, is a very tol- 
C4rable house of entertainment ; the approach to this little 
hamlet is pleasing, and the country generally between this 
place and Aldington, highly picturesque^ The military canal 
runs just below Ham Street, and has been productive of con- 
siderable . advantage already to this neighbourhood. On the 
article of coal, a saving of iC or 18s. per chaldron, has accru- 

Amurn, supposed (by Leiand) to be deriyed from the Saxon Niwandune (the 
new hill). ** Bot," says Hasted *Mt most probably took its mune from its 
bein|r raised on the Bcite of some more ancient town, perhaps bnilt in (he 
time of the Romans, of whom there are many vestigia in and about this 
place.'' (History of Kent, vol. YII. p. 164). 

» If we except a part of Ham Street, which lies at the foot of the hill 
southward, aboot a mile from Orlestone church, standing on the bouncfary ' 
4if the pariiihes of Orlestone and Warehome^ and partly in each. 
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4dy knd WA-beteh for the roids !i dbhiined here at the mo« 
derate price of 2s7'4|d. per ton. 

The woodlandjk in this parish, form the most Considerable 
part of it, and maj in a great measure account for its compa«> 
ratiTO healthiness, when opposed to those, alike situated with 
respect to the marsh, bnt containing less timber and under-* 
wood ; these it is well known materially tend to purify the 
atmosphere and check the destractive effects of marsh mias** 
mata.* 

Soon after the Norman conquest, the Manor or Orlestonc^ 
•r as it is written in the record of ]>oomsday, Orlaoesioney 
was among the possessions of Huge^de Montfort, on the to-* 
luntary exile of whose grandson Robert, it escheated to the 
crown » (temp. Henry I.) It was afterwards in the possession 
of a family who assumed the same surname, one of whom ap^ 
pears on the list of those kentish gentlemen that attended 
Richard 1. at the seigeof Aeon, in Palestine; whose son of 
the same name, (William de Orlanston) held it in the reign 
of Henry TIL and obtained of that monarch the grant oi free 
warrenj a weekly market^ and a fair yearly for three daysy 
▼12. on holyrood day, and two days after. It appears to have 
been held in capUe by Knights senrice, subject to 9uU to the 
ward of Dover castle, being part of the barony, called the 
constabttlarie. The adrowson of the church of Orlestone, has 
been attached to the manor from Yery early times* 

The church of Orlestone though extremely small, appears 
sufl^cientiy large for the accommodation of the inhabitants \ it. 



* For tome ingenioas ezperimeo(» aod of»erratimis od the atmosphera 
of marsheg (by Adam Seybert, M. D.) ie« the tmnsactiom of the American 
philosophical Society, aod die Repertory of Arts, &C. vol. XVI. p. 68. to 
57. and 93. to lOS. Amoog those who have written, orbeea practically eo* 
l^ed in an examination of the chemical qualities of atmospheric air, the fol* 
lowinif^standforemost, namely Franklin, Scbeele, Priestley, Ingenhooz, La* 
vaisicr^dcc The work by Ingenltoaa is caUtlcd "e^pertoicei mw ies erf efemur.** 
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is dedicated to St. Mart, and consists of a nave and chancel, 
with a diminutire steeple at the west end, in which are con- 
tained three bells. Its situation is on the summit of the hill 
north of Ham Street, and a little remored eastward of the 
road from Snare to Kingsaorth.. 

THE ISLE OF OXNEY. 

In old records written Oxene, Oxenely and in the record of 
Domesday Oxenaiy includes within its boundary the parishes 
of Stone, Wittersham, and part of Eboney. It lies at the 
south-west extremity of the county next to Sussex, being di* 
Tided from the latter and the uplands of Kent (on the west 
and north-wesf) by the riyer Rother, and otherwise circum* 
scribed by a small stream called the Breake. * 

Leland, in his Itinerary, toI. 7. p. 139, remarks as fol- 
lows : ^^yet parte of Oxney ys in Kent and part in Southsax, 
fum say that yt is or hath bei^e al in Southsax. Sum caulle y t 
Forsworen Kent, by cause that were the inhabitants of y t were 

Z 



* So late as the year 1509, the tide of the sea flowed np to Small-hythe on 
tlie north side of the Islasd, and to this place the river Rother at that time 
appears to have been naTigable, (see Dr. Willis's two letters in the Pbiloso* 
phical Trans, vol. XXII. No. ST5 and 276). *<bnt'* as Hasted observes 
**for want of a snfllcieat force of fresh water to repel and dear this channel 
of the earth and mud, which the tide from time to time lodged in 'it, the 
whole of it along the north side of the island was so swerved up, that in the 
year 1TS8 it was fbond necessary, for the discbarge of the waters of the 
Rother, which then, for want of it, overflowed the adjoining marsh^landSy 
ta make a new channel through Wittersham level, for the passage of tbera^ 
Whereby the coiirse of the river, for the space of five miles or more, befcame 
inverted, and instead of running from Maytham to Sma11*hythe and Reding 
eastward, on the north side» now runs from thence to Maytham westward, 
and thence into the new channel above-mentioned, along the southern side 
ef thb island, into the Appiedore chaimeli and lo on to the Sea at Rye.^ 
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«f SoMhsax they fetoUed to luiV« Hhe pdfrtlegM of Ke*t/'* 

The isle ot Oxnet Is in length (from eait to west) tfearljr 
ilre miles and a half, and its greatest width is about tiro niilef 
and three qaarters. Hasted states the crromnfevctoce at ne&t 
ten miles, but it measures nearly fovrteen.f The abroach 
to the island formerly was by three ferries, namely at 
Small-hythe, Appledore, and towards Maytham, but the 
streams, which now flow round it, are so inconsiderable, that 
Ihr^e small wooden bridges at these places, answer every par- 
fioseof communication. A ridge of cotnparatitely elevated 
ground occupies the centre, crossing the island in a direction 
nearly east and west, on either side of which ai^ tracts of rich 
and productive marsh-land : some few patches of underwood 
are scattered on the uplands, but the island is barren of timber. 
In some seasons of the year, and when the marshes are covered 
with stock, the prospects around are pleasing, espeolally to a 
stranger ivho has travelled through the more enclose^ countrj* 
lo the westward, yet theIsx.E of Oxnet will seldom be select* 
ed as a place of reeidence by those who have the freedom of 
choice. D&ATTON in his Po)j-albion, (song 18th) describes 
the island (which he personifies) as grossy black and komety^ 
but at length makes her say of herself, 

««TliiR^ I be bnrwB, In mt there doth na ftvoer lact.** 

overlooking the trifling defects of bad water, and an impura 
atmosphere 1 . 

. « The eoQclosioii of Lelakd and the hutrsajf alladed to above, viiowm* 
borated by other evidence, are faone iastifiicteDt to establish the ft«t 9i 
this island or any part of it, haviag at any distant period, tfirn^ pari of the 
county of Sussex; the Rother even in its present state, issr^tiioof^piepnipv 
live proof to the cootmy, it compleatly embraces the island oo the soatb 
and appeaa a natnraly nod reamnable barrier between the two-conntieiu 

f Dr. Harris states the circamference of the island at abool ten asHet, 
and pasted has probably taken it for granted on his authority, bttt fwrttHk 
flaiieswiUbefiNmdnltherthetrttlh. * 
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On tiie etjjBolo^ of its pamc^ there bare be^ a rariefy <^ 
•pinions, but the most reasonable^ perhaps, is that fonoM 
on its rich pastures, and the number of oxen fatted on them^ 
'which opinion, says Hasted, may be corroborated by the fifpire 
of an Ox on the sides of the ancient altar, which for time out 
of mind had remained in the church of Stone, in this island. 
This altar has been removed, and for some time was used as a 
'horse»block, untilMr. Gostling, a former Rector, released it 
from this ignoble serrice, and had it careflilly placed in the 
fence of the Yicarage garden, where it still remains. Mr. 
Hasterl supposes it to hflye been an altar offocrfficey from the 
blaclLuess and appearance of fire in the bason or hollow at 
the top. 

STONE. The Tillage of Stone is situated on elerate^ 
ground nearly In the centre of the parish, at the junction of 
the roads from Oxney-ferry, Small-hythe, &c. and within 
the foric of these roads stands the church, (dedicated to 
St. Mart) consisting of a nave, chancel, and side aisles, with 
a square tower containing a ring of six bells. 

The see of Canterbury holds this church and the advowsop 
of the ricarage by no legal right, for In the dotation of Hen* 
ly YIII. (anno 33) the rectory and Ticarage of Stomk near. 
Farersham, and not Stone in the Isle of Oxney, was granted; 
but agreeable to the spirit and not the letter of the charter^ 
the latter and not the former has been held by it. The rectory 
/gjpropriate^ is now held on lease from the dean and cliapter, 
by Sir Edward Hales, Bart, the lessee is bound to keep the 
chancel in repair, as also a farm-hpuse standing on the glebe* 
The quantity of glebe land {s about four acres. 
" For the grass lands in this parish, a modus of e^hteen pence 
per acre, in lieu of all Ticarial tythes, was established in the 
year 1735. 

A piece of land caUe(( LAnrnEi^D containing two acres^ 
Z t 
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was giTen, for the support of a lamp in the church, but this^ 
like inany other idle grants^ was rendered Toid in the 2d year 
of Edward YI. 

WITTERSHAM, like the preceding parish, has few 
charms to boast of. The village, with the church and par* 
sonage occupy its centre, standing on rather elevated ground, 
and nearly surrounded by marshes. On the high ground 
westward, is a hamlet called Pinton-quarter, in which the. 
mansion attached to the manor of Palstee, called Palsti^e* 
COURT is situated. At Wittersham a fair for pedlary, toys, 
&c. is held annually on the 1st of May. 

The Manor of Wittersham was given towards the support 
of the Monks of Christ-church in Canterbury (anno 1032) by 
Eadsy a priest; but in the 8th of Henry IV. it was assigned to 
the master and fellows of All Saints college in Maidstone, sup- 
pressed in the 1st year of Edward IV. (anno 1546} when this 
manor, with the rest of its possessions came into the hands of 
the crown. In the' reign of Queen Anne it became the property 
of Mr. William Blackmore, of Tenterden, who by will ia 
1707 bequeathed it to those of the same name at Briggins, ia 
Hertfordshire. 

Palstre, in old writings called the denne ofPaistre^ waa 
among the possessions of the Bishop of Baieuz at the time of the 
survey of Domesday, upon whose disgrace it was granted to the 
family of Crevequer, and in the reign of Henry III. was held 
of them by Philip de Palstre, in which name it continued till 
the 20th of Edward III. In the year 1794, Thomas Knight, 
Esq. of Godmel-sbam died possessed of this pianor, devising it 
to his wife for, life, with remainder to Edward Austen, Esq. 
of Rolling. 

OwLiE or Oveleyy as it was anciently written, was in the 
possession of a family of this surname early in the reign of Ed* 
ward If. when it passed to that of Odiarne. In the reign 
of (lenry VII. it was become the ^lo^Tty of the Maneysof' 
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Biddenden, from ^bkh family it was alienated in the reign of 
€harle8 I. Thomas Knight, Esq. of Godmersfaam (aboro 
mentioned) died possessed of it in 1794. 

The^thurch which consists of a nave and one side aisle, la 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist ; it has a square tower at 
the west end containing a peal of Bells. The liTing of Wit* 
tersham is in the patronage of the Archbishop of Canterbniy, 
and was held from 1762 to 1765 by Dr. Beilby Porteus, lato 
Lord Bishop of London, of whom mention has been before 
made, (see Linton.) . * 

Ten acres of glebe land, are attached to the rectoiy. 

EBONEY, is another parish lying partly within the Isle of 
Oxney, occupying the north-west extreipity of it, and extend* 
ing on the north of the Rother, to the parish of Tenterden. 
In that part within the Isle, which is extremely swampy and 
unhealthy, there are but four or five houses, and at Redino* 
STREET, a hamlet on the turnpike read from Appledore tb 
Tenterden, not more then twice that number. 

In the year 832, the Manoa or Ebonet was by Ring 
Ethelwulph giren to the priory of Christ church Canterbury, 
and Edward 11. (anno 1317) granted to the prior and con- 
vent, free-'Warren within all their demesne lands. Thomas 
Goldstone, prior, in 1495 made considerable additions to. the 
mansion house ; which from its long continuance with the a* 
bove religious establi shment had obtained the appellation of 
Ebaney priory. This manor has now the same owner as that 
of Wittersham. • 

There are two other manors in this parish, namely Wood* 
moTE and Brocket, the former l>elongs to Lord le Despencer, 
and the latter to Sir Edward Hales, Bart. 

An estate here called Northlands^ was given by Sir Henry 
Safille, warden of Merton college towards the support of 
two mathematical lectures, in the uniTersity of Oxford, on 
the subjects of Geometry and Astronomy. 
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Ob ihm tdle of Ebonej ehnrck^ destrojed by Irghtnng eartj 

in the reigii «f Eliaabeth, » verj niiftll edific^ has been erect* 

ed, senred by the ricar of Appledore^ to which dinrch this ef 

. Eboney^ has always been ealeened a chapel appendaot. The 

PaMQVA«B baa the saBie owner as the Manor of £boney> 



4P^ 



Jt^BCKH AM EAST* The name of Pxcuah is snppoaed to 
be d^Ted from the Saxon words peac and ham^ the former 
sonify 119 the peke or summit of a hill and the latter a village 
. or dwelling place. * 

Among the seteral gifts of Queen Cdgita (mother of the 
Kings Edmnnd and Edred) to the priory of Christ chnrch^ 
Canterhnry^ was the manor of Peckham, free from all secnlar 
■errice^ excepting the trinoda neecesiitas of repelling iiiTasiona 
and the repair of castles and highways. To the manor, was 
appendant the chnrcb, and the adTowson of the yicaragi^ 
which so continued united until the dissolution of the religious 
bouses in the reign of Henry YIII. when the former was 
granted to Sir Thomas Wyatt^ and the latter settled pn the 
dean and chapter of Canterbury, who hold to this time the 
right of presentation to this cure. A grant of free-wau'en was 
obtained for the numor of Peckham in the 10th year of Ed* 
ward IL His grace the Duke of Leeds is the present owner 
of the Manor ;i but the Court-lodge and the demesne lan4^ 
appertaining to it, are become the property of Sir William 
Jarri» Twysden,^ Bart^. of Roydon-hall^ 

♦ SEteteit 

f Rere^ Ibnnerljr) according to Dr. Hfuris^ was another manor ef tme 
same name, heldfn capite, % the service of mewing for the King a Oo$kamk 
«very year (fier $0nriHum mutemM nmmm o&ittMmpep mmJ) 

% Abo owner of the manon or reputed manon of.^lLBAKs, E^jtmberr 
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Eait Pecksam is situmted ia a well wooded and fertile dis* 
trict, aboaoding with luxuriant oaks, and rich in the tarious 
l^roducts of the field and the gaiden. From the nortJi) wherd 
it b partly bounded by tiie grounds of Mereworth castle, the 
Tiewsare extensire, while the home scenery is characteriEed bj 
an agreeable diversity of sur&ce. The east and south sides of 
the parish are skirted by the Medway, which also receives the 
tribute of a small stream flowing from Yokes in the parish of 
Mereworth 9 and which unites with the former, a little above 
the town of Yalding. 

RoTDON-UAixthe seat of Sir William Jarvis Twysden, Bart, 
and formerly of a family who gave name to it, occupies the 
rise of a hill near the northern extremity of the parish next to 
Mereworth, standing but a little removed from the church and 
village. This seat which was carried in marriage by a co- 
heiress to the T^wysdensj Baronets, in the reign of James L 
bad annexed to it the liberty of free-warren and licence to 
empark, obtained of Charles I. by Sir Roger Twysden, who 
suffered greatly for his attachment and loyalty to that ill-fated 
monarch, being forced at last to compound for his estate, for a 
)aige sum of money. ^He was' says Hasted, <a great en« 
courager of learning, and a generous patron of learned men, 
being himself a master of our ancient Saxon and English his* 
tory and laws, and left behind him the united character of the 
scholar and the gentleman.' He was born in 1597 (probably 
on this estate) and died in 1672 at the age of 75 years; his 
remains are deposited in the church. 

In this parish are the hamlets of Chitley-cross, North- 
hatch and Hai^e-stbeet. Dr. Harris observes that ^thh 
parish, ought anciently to have contributed towards the repair 
ipf the fifth arch or pier of Rochester bridge.' 
. The church (dedicated to St. Michael) occupies an devated^ 
situation ; from which circumstance, and its insulated condi^ 
tion, it is a conspicuous and pleasiog object from many parts 
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4kftbeWeiild, bat the building, abstractedlj, has no claims ta 
«iir admiration^ The whole of the exterior has l^een plilstered^ 
(probably in the year 1740, that date appearing oil the Tane) 
which now peeling off, renders it partiiiularly unsightly. It 
consists of a nare, aisle and chancel, ftnd at the west end^ has 
a square tower surmonnted with a small shingled spire* 

l>ECltHAM WEST. The Hurst H^oodi extend into the 
norihen part of this parish, contributing much to the pictu- 
resque appearance of the neighbourhood : these woods abound* 
lag in luxuriant oaks, encompass an area of several miles, and 
so late as the reign of Elizabeth are said to hare been the abode 
of zcild swine; several fine springs have their rise here, which 
flow towards the village, lying at the eastern extremity of the 
parish ; the western boundary of which is watered by a stream 
that falls into the Medway at Brand-bridges. On the eastern 
banks of this rivulet stand the remains of Hamptons, long the 
residence of the Stanleys and Dalisonsj but now neglected and 
falling to decay ; and a little removed in the same direc* 
tion, OxsNHOATH the property and residence of Sir William 
Geary, Bart. M. P. for this county, situated on the aclivity 
of the bill, embellished with abundance of highly ornamented 
timber, and commanding extensive views of the surrounding 
country. This estate, formerly held of the manor of Great 
Hoo, by the ^^ yearly payment of a pair of gilt spurs j^ was 
in early times the property of the Colepepers, and passing' 
through several intermediate owners, it came, early in the 
last century, into the family of Bartholmew^ the maternal 
relatives of the present worthy possessor. 

The manor of West Peckham, prior to the conqvest, was 
In the possession of Earl Leofwine, brother to Ring Harold, 
who together with Gurth, the other brother, fell with that 
monarch at the memorable battle of Hastings. In the • time of 
King John, it was held in sergeantry, by the ^service of 
bearing one of (he Ring's Goshawks, beyond sea^ from the 
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feast of St. Michael to tliat of the Purification ; when the king 
demanded it ! A partition of this manor was made in th# 
i^ign of Edward III. one part is now become the property of 
Lord le Despencer, the other of Visconnt Torrington. Oil 
the moiety belonging to Lord Torrington was formerly t 
pREcerroRT established by the Knight's hospitallers of SU 
John of Jerusalem, to which fraternity this estate had bee0 
giren by Sir John Colepeper of Oxenhoath, one of the judges 
of the common pleas, temp, Henry lY. 

^ At this place' says Dr. Harris ^lired that great master of 
history Sir Roger Twysden, Bart.* who assisted Mr. Somntf 
With notes and corrections, when he pat forth the laws of 
King Henry I. + He famished him also with the chartulary 
of St. Austin's Abbey in Canterbury, and other raluable Cu* 
riosities; and it was Sir Roger that prerailed with Mn 
Somner to add his incomparable glossary to the Decern Scrips 
taree.* 

The adrowson of this church was granted by Edward I. to 
the priory of Leeds in this county, where it continued until 
the dissolution of that religious establishment in the^ reign of 
Henry YIII. when it was settled on the dean and chapter of 
Rochester, who still hold the right of presentation to the 
living. 

The present lessee of the parsonage, under the dean and 
chapter, is Sir William Geary, Bart. 

PEMBURY, is the next parish southward of Tudeley. In 
the Textus RoffenHs^ it is called Pespingeveria and in an* 
oient deeds Pepenbu&y, or as Harris adds PiPiNOBURTy fro9 

Aa 



' * Thu is erroneous; the residence, and it. is supposed the birth place, of 
Sir Roger Twysden, was Royden-hall, in the parish of East Peckham. 

f Published in 1644, follow 
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the quantity of Pepinu which anciently grew here, and for 
which (he says) formerly this place hath been famons. 

The parish of Pembury extends in a direction north and 
aenth nearly four miles from Tudeley on the north, to the 
small stream which divides- the Weald from the county of 
Sussex on the south. This stream is principally supplied by « 
fine spriug, that rises not far distant from the church of Pem- 
bury, and to which medicinal propertks have been ascribed^ 
being reputed in the neighbourhood an effectual remedy for 
ter^ ejftij &c. but which as Harris justly observes ^^ seems 
^niy common waters" This'pansh is generally woody, it» 
9i»rface much varied with hill and dale, and possessing aor 
equal diversity of soil ; the higher lands, espedally towards 
the west and south, are light, fnable and arenaceous, on a 
stratum of sand-rock, and the vallies mostly a stiff clay, pro-^ 
ducing excellent corn ; marie is here foutid in great plenty^ 
from which circumstance, added to the natural fertility of tha» 
soil, and the proximity of Tunbridge, the lands in this neigh* 
bpurhood are generally well let. Another small stream has 
its rise in this parish, which taking a northerly course falla 
into the Medway opposite to Hadlow. 

The church, is placed on elevated ground, and not only a 
conspicuous object, but a pleasing one from many points^ 
|nd at the distance of about a mile southward lies the princi« 
pal village, called the Upper Green, near to which is another 
small hamlet called by way of distinction the Lowtn Green ; 
indeed the houses generally in the parish of Pembury, ard 
built in clusters round these small areas. The high-road from 
London through Tunbridge, liamberhurst, &c. to Rye and . 
Hastings, runs through the south frith woods on the western 
side of the parish, which at the 3^th mile-stone, it crosses^ 
and at Kipping'$.cross it takes another direction, skirting 
the eastern boundary until it enters Lamberhurst. 

*'Thb Manors or Pepenburt-maqna, and Pepenburt- 
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VAETA) alias BovftiooBy with the appendant adtowson of the 
church, the land of Crockhnnt, and other premises, were 
jiTen by Simon de Wahull to the abbey of Begham in Sussex ; 
which fift was confirmed by Walter de WahuU, his son and 
heir, and by Richard de Clare, Earl of Gloucester and Hert* 
ford. And Ring Edward III. in his 3d year granted to the 
abbot and convent for ever, free-^warren In all their demesne 
lands in tins parish, among others. " 

These manors remained part of the possessions of the 
aforesaid abbey nntil its dissolution, when they were granted 
to Cardinal Wolsey towards the endowment of his coUege 
at Oxford, but who being cast in a pnemtmirt^ they were 
again seized by the crown, and in the 25th of the same reign 
bestowed on Sir Edward Guildford, and were subsequently in 
the possession of Sir John Dudley and Sir Thomas CromweM 
(afterwards created Earl of Essex.) On the attainder of the 
latter, these manors came once more to the crown, and in the 
37th year of Henry VIII. were granted (with other premises 
in this parish) to William Wyborne, to hold in capHe by 
Knight's serrice. From the Wybomes they passed to Robert 
Berkeley, Esq. df Spetchley in Worcestershire, and Philip 
Jones, Esq. in right of their wives^ by whom, in 1788 these 
manors (together with the advowson aud parsonage of the 
church of Pembury) were sold to William Woodgate, Esq. of 
Somerbill, the present owner. 

Thb Manor of Halkwell usually called Hawkweliy as 
also those of Dencrouch, Highlands and Prigles, are now 
the property of James Lewin, Esq. The former is diyide<|i 
into two farms called great and little Hawkwell, and was at 
the time of the dissolution of the lesser monasteries, an appen* 
dage to the abbey of Bayham, and a part of those estates 
granted to Cardinal Wolsey, for the endowment of his college. 
The three latter^ were part of the possessions of the cistertian 

A A « 
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•bb«y of Robertsbiidse in SiLfiaeXy wiUi rwbidi th«f ren«itt«dl 
till^he diMohitioB, wheathojriMve facreiidered to€te croi^, 
Md wA^vt the 31ft df Many Viil. gntated to 0«org6 Golden 
fovd^ Esq. Wlio riiortiy itftor eonvie7«d thm to Sir Alexander 
Coltpdper, of Bedgbury, in wliksh fioniiy they d^thwed fm 
sgrentl: desoentv* 

.fiAVfiAi*!;, aeoiuideraibleramor IfiDgln tto fOHtheni j»LMfk<^ 
this parish, was part of the Miokiit potsenioiM of 'th« fatuity of 
Colepeper, wliose demesneB, as Masted obsenres^^pread oyer the 
irliolelBce ofthe OMmty." Harris derires Its name frtttii th« 
SKLtn^Beag, Heg^ or Betth^ airland or crown, and says, it <<i« 
ftTery andeat and plcasimt seat, wreathed round Itke a garlaM 
iritfa i»a meadows, gardens and fish ponds.'* The honse H 1^ 
deed verj pieasafidy'situat^d on tlwa conthom atctivitj of a hill 
llo4^»righ«'of tbeXiondonToad, to. Rye and Hastings, ait the 
dttstanoe iof about a mile, and tfa^ Views fnoai It ai<e delightftitly 
fdeaiiiig and ^extenaiTe; just below the house runs the stiaall 
liTidet,; before mentiottcd, wfaieh joiiis the/larger Btreata'near 
Bayknn abbey, and then foirms the soathem boundary «f the 
Weald in dtUquarten Thie .first noted man of which (the 
Colepepavs) wf 6 'Pbilipott, was 'IHioviasi de Colepep^r, one of 
Hie Recognitorei Magna AsHsm, in ifae reign of King John, 
«nd fiitliei' of the unfortunate Thomas Colep^r, who waa 
%anged by King Edward 11. for denying his Queen entrance 
Into X4eeds castle* ^ On this, it became forfeited to the crow») 



« The following is the account given by Hame of this circumstance (His* 
fory of England vol. II. p. S43.) '^The Queen, having occasion to pass 
•l^the-'castke of Leeds in Kent, Whidh belonged to the Lord Badlesmere^ 
dsiivMlsnaigbt'B Mging, but was idbsed sdnlttancef aad^ameof her a^ 
leadantsy who ppeseotitd Uie^iselves 4t the £ale, were JkiUed, The «B8«|t 
jopon Ihi^ princeg^ who had always endeavoured to live on. g<NMl terras with 
the barons, and who joined them heartily in their hatred of the younger 
Spencer, was an acttion which nobody pretended' to justify; and the l^ing 
^ou^ht that he mi^ht, without giviiig genen^l umbrage, assemble ap ^nay 
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Wt l>y tb» iod^lg^^ cC^tharKl^g niiut of it ifw nsstorsd tp 
jiis . 4009 wit{i license to eoparji i% acitis; bui ^the jsanqr 
iiild se»t remained vlth ibe^ fcnorw^ .ufim they i^ere <by Henqr 
^yi^ in- bfts 2^ ^ear) ;|p>ai)t#d ip Hunv^ref Staftbrd, DuJbs i^f 
jftiWQjiAfigl^ny. i9ii tbe HHiioKil^ .dea^ pf whose lu^bewy tiunr 
4i^i» Tiei^erted to ti^ 4:rowjQ^ ia t]i« 13Ui year of If eoi-y VJJL 
MAbyth^imoiauB^f W0re4'^»^ aftef hastoired on .fidnsajrA 
Galdeford) Esq. This manor and seat wer« ^uh&egui^f ly in Urn 



and take vengeance on the offender. No one .owie to te eisMaitQe if 
^Hadlesmaivj «d4 Kdwacd prevailed.". 

. But Uii« statement materially ditEefiB from that given by Hasted (vol V. 
p. 482 and 483.) though od what authority we know not He says, speak- 
ing of the Lord Badlesmere, that, *' being pufied up through amMtion and 
liis greaft weidth, he 'fbrgot Ms aBegiltoQe, and ' associated Umtelf with tfie 
(Earl -of LaaiMBlcr^ iaad Ike diaconteated lumns, mvliidhthe Ktag beim^ 
iweU iafocaie<i./of9 resolved, if possible,., to .gain ^pf^ssession of this stroifg 
fortress of Lee^s; to effect which, under pretence of , the Queen's going on a 
pilgrimage to Canterbury, she set forward to that city with a large train 
cf attendants, and with a secret intention of surprising this tastle, sent her 
laarsfald with 'Other of %er servants, to prepare lodging f^ her and ber 4Mil| 
tiKlord BadtaaeieV fvnly^ that is^lils nife*. aaa aid fbur .daaghtem, 
jrareal that time fia if^ ift§^t^T wlth.<atV'his ^«4svre, di^o«tfd there for 
^ety, under thf care of Jhomas.Colepeper, the caste|hin, who refpsed the 
Queen's servants admittance, and oaher coming up peremptorily persisted 
in' denying her or any onie -entrance, ^without letters' from his liord. The 
Queen, upon this, made some attempts to gain admittance by force, and a 
iikiraaish ea^BfiCid,^ in wl^ch on^, qr moce of her attendants were. slain, J>at 
^#ft4g repabwd, 8l|e was obliged .tp^ relin^ui^li iier design, and to letire for 
» iodgii^ abewh?re.*» 

>^The JCiag chagrined at the|ktkire of h^ijoheme,^. and highly resentiog 
4jw iafk&gnity offered ta^ the, Qu^oq^ sent c» fprce tunder the JBads of Pem^ 
jMolte af)4 ^iphmon^i to b«^iege the castle; ai^d those within it» ftndlqg 
fifi jhafW af jpelief, £>r t|iough |;b/e Locd^Bii41es|iiere had induced the Barons 
4o eip4eavj»ar tpfa^e the^siese, yet they pev^ advaiseed nearer .than King- 
ston, yielcjad it v^, IJpon which .th^ lady Badlesmere and her childrea 
wei:e f/^t prisoner^ to, the tawer ot London. Thomas Colepeptsr, the casteV* 
llio, WHS bung up, 9fid the JfCing 4ook possession of the oastk^ as well as aU 
4hr Lqfd,J^oVBqi'{^gop<b a«d4r^f^itfe8 ia ^^^ 
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possession of John Du4Ug^ Duke of Noithiimberland, and 
the unfortunate 'Earl of Essesr, on whose conTtctton, thej a^ 
gam became the property of the King. Since which time, this 
estate has had a rariety of owners, but for tlie greater part, was 
possessed bj the Amherst fkmily, who (by purchase) became 
owners of Bayhall very early in the 16th century. About the 
year 1790, it was sold to Thomas Streatfield, Esq, in which 
family it still remains. 

In this parish is the manor of Tepperidge, belonging to the 
Earl of Abergarenny. 

The church (dedicated to St. Pxtee) has a spire-steeple at 
the west end, and was probably built in the reign of Edward 
III. by John C^lepeper, Esq. the patron of it.. On a very 
ancient stone in the chancel, is an inscription in old French, 
for Margaret, the daughter of Sir Thomas Colepeper, which 
appears coeval with the building. It also contains several 
memorials of the Amherst family ; aji inscription and figure in 
brass for Elizabeth Rowe dated 1607, and a tomb for George 
Boiney, Esq* &c. In the porch are two stones with crosse9 
•n them. ^^In the church was formerl$^ a chapel or chancel 
dedicated to the Blkssed Viiigih, in which was a chantry en^ 
dowed ; and in the church-yard was another in the reign of 
King Edward III.* (Harris's Kent, p. 236.) An augmenta- 

f ^ Iting Edward III. In his 88th year io oonsid«ratio» of twenty mares 
paid to him by John Colepeper, of Bayhall, granted license to him to fiMnd 
a perpetnal chantry for a chaplain, to celebrate daily for his sool, and 
tluweof his^ ancestors In the chapel of 8t Mary, in the cemetery of this 
church, and to endow H with lands and rents in this and the adjoining 
parishes; and in his S8th year. In constderatioii of 10(h. paid to him by the 
prior and dbnvent of Rochester, he granted license for them to usiign ai 
aannal rent-charge of ten marcs out of their manor of WoMeliam, to the 
before mentioned chaplain.*' This chantry was Steippiessed in the l«t of 
Edward VI. at which time its total revenves amounted to £\\, 15s. 4}d. 
per anoum. The building was soon aflter polled down, the materials soldv 
and the lands belonglni; to it ^nted In |>aree]s to diifereBt penont. * Thk 
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tioB to the Ticartfe was made by the will of Charles Amherst, 
Esq. in 1709» of 101. yearly, chaigeable on the manor and 
estate of Bayhall, and in 1733, it was farther augmented by 
the Re? • Geoige May, ricar, who bestowed on it the sam of 
lOOl. 17s. 6d. to entitle it to the benefit of Queen Aiine^i 
>ounty. A penrion of 408. yearly is paid out of the parson* 
age to the Ticar, which it seems was settled on him and his 
•nccessors at the time of the appropriation of the church. 

PENSHURST, is called in the Texius Roffensis^ Penni:s- 
iiERST, in some antient records Fencestke, and morecommon- 
ly Penchester, probably from some fortified camp oi^ fortress^ 
formerly situated here. It is supposed to derive its name from 
the lod british word Pe«, the height, or top, and hifrsty a wood, 
reference to its situation. It is the next parish eastward of 
Chidingstone, and about four miles southward of t^e sand 
hills ; the riyer Eden runs through the centre of it, and here 
taking a circular course, and harin^ separated into two smaller 
streams, joins the river Medway, which flows by the southern 
part of Penshurst-park towards Tunbridge. The general ap* 
pearance of the country in this and some adjoining parishes 
is pleasing, though of the melancholy cast; its surface is a- 
greeabl^ varied with alternate hill and dale ; possessing abun« 
dance of fine timber, and watered by the Medway and several 
lesser streams. The soil is for the most part a stiff clay, well 
adapted for the growth of large timber, for which, this part 
of the county is remarkable; as an instance of it, a tree was 
felled in the park about twenty years since, called from its 
spreading branches, Broad Oaky which contained twenty one 
tons, or eight hundred and forty feet of timber ! 

dHpel wis liiiiated in the diiire!i*y«rd, bdog eoivered with lead, add wag 
ia kngtii 90 feet, and in breatli ISfeei. In 1&58» there remained a peoiiMi of 
eL 13s. 4d. in charge to Richard HiU, the last incumbent of this chantry. 
(See Hasted vol. V. p. 271 and S72, and Wmis's Mitred Abbeys, vol. lU 
p. 104.) 
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The tillage of PeBslmnt, with the ckunrh and (iii^^iiAge'^ 
h ftitniited at the south-west coi*ner of Pent^uf st park, and 
ftrf neat to the PtAci;; ''it possesses little beside th« 
ehurch to attmct the attention of a stranger, and. of thi9 it i* 
|)roposed to speak hereafter. On the other side of the Arep^ 
southward, the* cotintry becomes h>w and wet, the roads bad^, 
and the grounds much covered With coppice- wood. liitKc 
Medwaj", near the lower end of Penshurst park, it a deep 
hole, called Tcpners^ hoUy whence. there arises a springy which 
produces a visible and strong ebullition on the surface of the 
river; and near the south-east corner of the park, is a fine 
spring of chalybeate water, which on being,, chemically anal« 
ized, has been found much stronger .than those at Tun« 
bridge wells ; a stone bason has been placed for it to rise in, 
by one of the Earls of Leicester. This neighbourhood gene* 
rally abounds with iron ore, and most of the springs are more 
or less chalybeate. In Penshurst park is a heronry, the only 
one in this part of England^ it is seated in the lofty beeches^ 
near the keeper's lodge. 

There is a district in this parish, called Hall-borough, which 
is within the lowy of Tunbridge, the manorial rights of which 
belong to Henry Streatfield, Esq. and another part, comprehen- 
ding the estate of Chaff ordy which is within the jurisdiction of 
the duchy court of Lancaster. 

^^Few are the places in the county of Kent, perhaps in 
England, which will be approached with greater reverence, or 
quitted with more melancholy impressions, than Penshurst, 
the ancient seat of the Sidneys, Earls, of Leicester. It is from the 
high dignity, and the real worth and talent of its various mem- 
bers, that this family has stamped celebrity on the place, rather 
than from its reipotQ antiquity ; fer^ when oompaFfid wi^ the 
Sackvilles, Nevilles, and some other families In the nei^bo«r« 
hood, the Sidneys aire but of recent date. " For tipward^ of 
two <:enturie8 it was the residence of this family, and is still 
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vested in a descendant, by the female line, John Shelley 
Sydney, Esq. eldest son of Byshe Shelley, Esq. but who does 
tiot reside in it. 

Soon after the conquest, Penshurst became the residence of 
IL family, who took their name from it, Stephen de Penes- 
hurste* or Penchester, possessing it in the reigns of Henry III. 
And Edward I. This Stephen who lies buried in the south 
chancel of the church, and part of whose monument still re- 
mains, died without issue male, leaying two daughters his 
co-heiresses $ Joane, married to Henry de Cobham, and 
Alice, to John de Columbers, the latter, jure uxoris^ be«* 
came possessed of this and - some adjoining maaors, which 
w;ere soon after conveyed to Sir John de Poltene^ or PatUtne^^ 
who in the 15th of Edward II. had license to embattle hit 
mansion houses at Penshurst and elsewhere, and soon after* 
wards obtained a grant of free-warren within his demesne 
lands at Penshurst. He was four times Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, and is noticed by historians for his piety, wisdom, large 
possessions, and public and private charities. His widow re* 
marrying to the LovaineSf conveyed these estates into thut 
family; and they afterwards passed by an heiress, to Sir 
Philip St. Clere, whose son sold them to the regent Duke of 
Bedford, third son of King Henry IV. who dying at Riris 
without issue, they passed to his next brother Humphrey, 
Duke of Gloucester, who for his virtues was sumamed the 
G00D9 and for his >ustice was esteemed the father of hit coun^ . 
tf^y ^ft®' whose, sad death in 1447, they descmtdled to the 
I^ing, and .were in the same year, granted to the Staffords* 

Bb 



* He was Lord Warden of the cinqtie ports, and constable of Dover 
eastle. Harris sajrs, *he was a very learned man; and ordered all the 
mnnhnents, grants, &c relating to Dover castle, to be written in a fiilr 
book, which he called CasteUi Feodarium; and out of which, Darell com- 
posed, his history of that ftnlress.' 
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On the attainder of Edward, Duke of Buckingham, the pos^ 
sessions of this family fell to the crown; and Henry VIII. re* 
taiued Penshurst in his own hands for many years, and also 
enlarged the park. Edward VI. gave this manor, with its 
appurtenances, to Sir Ralph Fane; who, within two years, 
was executed as an accomplice of the Protector, Somerset, and 
once more thele estates hecame-ihe property of the crown. 

^^Thtts it appears that Penshurst was, from the earliest 
times possessed by highly dignified indiriduals. From the 
failare of heirs male, It frequently changed its proprietors ; 
in latter times, from the political tnrbolencies, which pre-^ 
vailed throughout the kingdom, whereby its owners were in- 
duced to take an unfortunate part, the consequence was a 
forfeiture of their property. It was now howerer destined to 
a Tery honorable appropriation, as well as to greater stabiiitj 
of tenure." 

Soon after the attainder and execution of Sir Ralph Ftoe, 
King Edward granted this and other neighbouring estates to 
Sir William Sydney, one of the heroes of Flodden Field, who 
bad been his tutor, chamberlain and steward of his household, 
from his birth to his coronation; he died the following year 
(1553) at the age of serenty, and was succeeded by his soli 
Sir Henry Sydney, a learned and accomplished gentleman, 
who had been educated with Edward VI. on whose prema- 
ture death. Sir Henry retired to Penshurst to indulge his 
melancholy. He died when Lord President of the Welch 
marches, in the ^8th of Elizabeth, and his body was buried 
by the Queen's order, with great solemnity at Penshurst; 
but his heart was interred at Ludlow, the seat of his govern- 
ment.* He left three sons, of whom the two eldest, Sir 



• '*Few charMTten will rise brighter from the eloiert exaninatioB ^am 
thai of Sir Henry Sydney. His private lettefs aad slate menorials, (fiydaey 
papeit» 8Tol.f9L1746}baveBowfor levcial yean been laid before the pot- 
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Philip and Sir Robert, have distinguished places in our annals; 
and a daughter Mary^ ivho became countess of Pembroke; 
irhom her brother Sir Philip, has celebrated in his Arcadia; 
and Ben Jooton immortalized, by the beautiful lines inscribed 
on her tomb. 

Sir Philip Sydney, styled the incomparable^ was born at 
Penshurst on the 34th of November 1554. His brilliant ta. 
lents, and extensive acquirements, obtained him universal 
admiration ; and though not born a prince, it was the general 
voice that no one was m<>re worthy of a throne. He closed 
bis earthly career at the battle of Zutphen on the 32d of 
September 1576, and lies interred in St Paul's cathedral. 

He was succeeded* by his next brother, Robert, bom at 
Penshurst, in the year 1563. Sir Robert Sydney, very ear- 
ly embraced a martial life. He fought under his uncle, the 
Earl of I^icester, in the Netherlands, and was knighted there 
in 1586. Two years afterwards he was constituted JLord'Go- 
▼ernor of Flushing, and on the accession of James, obtained 
the rank of a Baron, by the title of Lord Sydney of Penshurst 

Bb 2 



lie. The state of Ireland w« then snch, that it conld not he committed to 
a vain man of rank as a feather to his cap ; it wa* involved in the most hoi^ 
rid barbarity, dJssention and penury, that can be imaf^ined. To brinii; it 
into subjection, and assnai^ the private fends that spread the most savaj^e 
murder, and^desolation around them, required an union of abilities, luiow- 
|ed|^e, couraj^ and patience, of which the concurrence can hardly be hop- 
ed." *^ These qualities made him the most direct and clear poKtician, Hf; 
seems to have been incapable of intrigue, and the supple arts of a court. 
His dispatches are full, open and manly; and Ireland, and perhaps Wale^, ' 
to this day experiences the food effects of bis wise |i^vernment. Indeed 
Oueen Elizabeth's keeping him twenty-two years la that office, at so very 
perilous a time, when no favor could protect those the nearest to her heart, 
from the sternness of her resentment upon the s1i|;htest misearriage, is- the 
highest demonstration of his very extraordinary conduct.** 

(Brydges's * history of Penshurst and the Sydney family* m the Keatish 
Ref^ister fof the year WW and 1794). 



Digitized* by 



Google 



In the same reign he was adranced to the dignity of Viscount 
L'Isle, installed a Knight of the Garter, and created Earl of 
Leicester. On his death, the title and estate deroWed tq hU 
third but only suryiying son* This Earl who died in 1677,. 
had by his lad^', the daughter of the Earl of Northumberland,, 
a large family, most of whom occupied conspicuous stations. 
Of these was the Lady Dorothy Sydney, celebrated by Waller, 
and the no less celebrated Sir Algernon Sydney, who was im^ 
plicated in the Rye^House Ploty and illegally put to death ia 
1683, but the soundness of whose patriotism is somewhat 
impeached by the publication of some miinuscripts formerly in 
the Royal Library of Prance.* 

^'The earldom and other subordinate honors, after passing 
through several descents of respectable, though less distin- 
guished indiTiduals, became extinct in the person of Jocelyn,, 
the last Earl, who died without lawful issue, in 1742." He 
left howerer, a natural daughter, (afterwards married to 
Henry Streatfield, Esq. of Chidingstone,) to whom he devi^ 
sed the whole of his estates ^ but whose guardians, after an 
extensiye litigation, consented to a compromise, (sanctioned by 
act of parliament,) with the husbands of the two daughters 
and co-heiresses of the honorable Qolonel Thomas Sydney, 
next elder brother to Earl Jocelyn, but who had died before 
him. On the diyision of the estates, Penshurst became the 
property of the younger daughter, Elizabeth, married to WiU 
Ham Perry, Esq, of Turville park, in Buckinghamshire, who 
assumed the name of Sydney. Dying in 1757, he left his 
wido\f sole possessor ; + who sodded tp her possessions by the 

« lExLYteH de lAois XIY . k^lely ptibliiahed «t Paris^ 

f In Mn*. Perry's time, 9Pi unexpected claim was made to the whale,, b^c 
^ohi^ Sydney, Esq. son of Earl Jocelyn> Countess, bjat born after separa-. 
tioni He also cbal^nged the title of £^rl of Leicester, but proved uusuc-. 
(esaful in both causes ; the claim to the property was decid«d oq a fVrU o$' 
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purchase of most of the family estates that had been allotted 
to her eldest sister. Algernon Perry Sydney, only son to Mrs* 
Perry, who died In his mother's life time, had two daughters ; 
Elizabeth, the eldest, of whom, married Byshe Shelley, Esq, 
and their son^ John Shelly Sydney, Esq. is the present owner 
of all the inheritance of the Sydneys, that has escaped all- 
enation. 

The Park, though much decreased, j: still includes more 

Might, in the court of cQmmoa Blea»j io January 1782 s it is oue of the 
IDQBt siiigular on record. 

X North alias Lyghe, and South Parks have been alienated fh)m it The 
latter which is within this parish is situated on the opposite side of the road, 
and on it a Wlla, was some years since erected by a Mr. Allnutt. The situ-, 
ation of this seat is delightful, the yiews from it are. rich, varied, and ex« 
tensive, and the home-grounds have been disposed with no inconsiderable 
fhare of t^ste ; yet itshould be observed, that in the house itself, an equal 
Indication of tiVBte is not observable. The following description of, and ob- 
servations on this place, are from the elegant pen oi P. Amsinck, Em), 
**It is situated on the opposite side of tiie turnpike road, and within a small 
fange, consists of much pleasanter grounds than the larger park, to which 
it formerly belonged. The house is admirably placed on the rising ground,, 
forming Sk pleasing object tq the whole of the adjacent country ; and cam-t 
^nanding ^ view over the village and grounds of Penshurst, and a fine ri<^ 
country in all directions. In the valley before the house, a branch of the 
fiver Med way holds its winding course :. it is not navigable here, tboogh it 
|lows with a tolerable body of water; and chancing at this point to fail 
over a shallow bed of stones by a natural cascade, adds materially to the 
beauty of the place,'" 

The evcunioa from the Wells to Pen»hurst, is very pleasingly varied by 
ffcturning in this direction. In that case, the traveller passes cloise to 
South Park i whe« he urill be |;ra<ified by a nearer view of so pleasing 
a spot. 

The contrast will strike, and possibly he will be induced to lament an 
lllienation of property, which has occasioned the decline of the venerable 
|>arent mansion . The aristocratic enthusiast may perchance, cast an eye 
af reproach on the modern villa, which seems to smile contemptaously on. 
its lordly predecessor, how falling 'and tottering beneath its own wei^ht^ 
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^laa four tmndred acres of ground, which is finely dirersified 
by gentle eminences^ lawns and woods. In it stands the fa- 
mous oakj plantcHi at the birth of Sir Philip Sydney^ fiow up- 
wards of twenty two feet in girth, and which has been cele- 
brated by Jonson and WalioT' The late Mrs. Charlotte 
Smith, while at Penshnrst, in the autumn of 1788, composed 
the following beautiful and descriptlye 

Sonnet. 
Te towen sublime, deserted 4)ow iuid drear; 
Te woods, deep sigbio^ to the hollow blast t 
' The musing wanderer loves to linger near, 
While history points to all yomr glories past ; 
And startling from tbeir haiMts, the timid deer. 
To trace the walks obscared by matted fern, 
Which Waller's soothing notes were wont ta hear» 
But where now damonn the discordant ber'a 1 
The spoiling hand of time may overtnm 
These lofty battlements, and qnite delace 
The fading canvass, whence we love to learn 
Sydney's keen look, and Sacharissa^s grace; 
But fame and beauty still defy decay, 
Sav*d by the hittorie page, the poets leader lay. 

.The MANSION which stands near the south-west angle of th» 
park, has been much reduced in bulk of late years, a part 
of the buildings having been pulled down and the materials 
sold. It was formerly a rery extensire pile, and though of 
irregular design, (being the work of different hands) was not 
wholly destitute of architectural beauty, or domestic conveni* 
ence. It still contains many good apartments, but the great 
hail, has been divested of much of its former Interest by the 
mania of modern imprpj^ment. This fkct is thus feelingly 

l^iTt the real patriot, who contemplates the a^anced state ot our coon try ^ 
Ifie enerj^es which it has demonstrated^ and the immense exertions of whichk 
it is proved capable ;. will hail, id these scions from overgrown possessions*, 
the mean» whereby these effects are produced ;, and the proo£i of an aaclio^ 
taited state ^ society,'* 
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df'plored by a late writer.* **The hall is a noble room, and^ 
till the barbarous hand of modernization fell upon it, was 
complete in its appropriate costume. The writer of this me- 
moir not many years since^ remembers, when the fine timber 
roof was entire, when the side walls throughout were corered 
with pikes, lances and match-locks ; and the upper end and 
piers with entire suits of plate armour. That of Sir Philip 
Sydney was pointed out to the spectator, possibly spurious, 
but the cheat was alloiirable,^ and a yery little enthusiasm was 
wanting to give it reality. At the time alluded to, when the 
great gate creaked on its hinges, for the admission of a stran- 
ger, as he advanced, the responses of deep toned blood, 
hounds echoed through the bouse ; and by the time he reached 
the hall, he was prepared in imagination to meet some ancient 
Itnight of chivalrous notoriety ; he viewed the place con amorc* 
A paltry attempt at a perspective deception, yet unfinished, 
has been the occasion of mutilating the handsome timber roof, 
and of abolishing the ancient armour; and all pleasing decep- 
tion has vanished.'' 

^^The classic antiquary will further lament, that, whilst 
this marring hand was at work, a simple, but characteristic 
feature of this style of building should heedlessly have been 
done away. In the upper part of the hall, on the side im- 
mediately opposite the door conducting to the staircase, was a 
small window. Amongst the recent impravemetUs thii window 
lias been stopped up. It was an index of ancient manners, which 
paerited a better ff te. This was the window, in palaces, of 
the council chamber, or rather of a closet annexed to it ; in 
mansions of less dignity, of the Lord's room of business, 
whence he could look into the great hall, the usual place of 
attendance, and summon to him whosesoever he wanted. In 
this room it was that the eouneil were sitting (as represented 

« PaiaAaiuieky £i%^ 
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by Shakespeare In his play of Henry VIII.) iJ*hiUt Cranmer 
was doomed to wait 

"Among boys, grooms, and lackeys,*' 

in the hall. Dr. Butts sees him there with indignation,. 

and proceeds to the council; whence from an upper window, 

this very important window^ he exhibits the strange sight ta. 

the King: 

<* 1*11 shew your grace the strangest sfght^ 
" I think your highness saw this many a day i 
*' There, my Lord — 

(pointing to the scene passing in the hall below) 

"The tiigh promotion of his grace of Canterbury t 
** Who holds his state at door, 'mongst.pnrsaivants, 
** Pages and footboys." 

^^ These are pleasing illustrations of ancient manners, which 
it is to be lamented that heedless and indiscriminate innoyation 
should erer obliterate." 

In the midst of the old hospitable hall of this house, says 
Mr. King, (Archaeologia vol. VI. p. 346 and 360,) still 
remains the gre&t Jire-kearthy* with the old frame of iron, 

• Tbough chimnies were made use of as early as the year 1307; it does 
BOt appear that the Saxon manner was generally laid aside for upwards of 
two centuries subsequent to that period. In King*s VaU^Royaly speaking of 
tb€ farm booses in Cheshire, is the following remark. **In building and funil* 
tore of their houses, till of late years, they used the old manner of the Saxons $ 
for they had their fire in the midst of their h^use against a hob of clay, aiid- 
their oxen under the same roof, but within these forty years they have boUd- 
ed chimney^'* (King*8 work was published in 1656.) And the author of 
the history of Cratot (pnbtished only a few years since) observes, '*that 
the last farm-house of tiris ancient construction was renainiDg in the town- 
ship of Tong frith Hough near Bolton in lADcasMre within the last twenty 
years.** It will to many appear singular, that an arrangement so teeming* 
ly absurd, should have so long prevailed; but it is evident from the best 
anthoritiei that our forefatben did- n^lt entenalh the same opinion of • 
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&ud almost .sufficient to sustain the trunk of a jtiee* The steps 
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^Q^ky hepse aa oarseWes,' and this 19 confirmod ^y.the lapse of Um^, . W 
tween^the introductioo of tihinuiies and the total expulsion of the Sazoil 
fapaimei'. It should be. remembered that Coal (the ttnoak of #bieh thoiigb 
iHit. npo^e tconblesomey is much niove .priywiicial tban Omt from ^ooi>) 
ftm then, an article, if not wboUy unknown, at least, very confined in its 
iise. Xhe fdUowing interesting passage of Holun<}«bi3I> (pr^ed to kU 
ififtoryi„a»d wkkh tome atpribe to Harrison) while it serves to UloBtrate the 
abovej will at the same tiqie convey a very adequate notioa of the progrepi 
ipade in ai-ts and refinement at the p<sriod iHludM to. Sp^dking of the ineream 
t^lusurys be says, ''neither dojt speak this to reproach tff any man, Godiamy 
jiu4ge; but to sheW that I do rejoice xather to see how Qo^ ka» blessed v$ 
wjtii his lecMl gifts,, and to behold how that in a time wherein all things ara 
grown to m4st eteessite pri^, we do yet find the meaiis to Obtaih aad 
fUchieve such furnUiire as (leretpfore has been itopossihle ; tb^e ale M 
9ieo, yet dw]q[Ui|9g in the village where I remain, which haire aoled three 
ibii^ tp.be aiai^^ellpobly altf^i-ed.in EngUuHi within their< sound semev^ 
bnmce^ .Xine.is^. th<i mnititttde ^f chimiiies lately erected; Whereas ia tbeir 
^9HSii days, there Were not abov^ tw<i 61= tbree^ if so many, in liMet qpland^ 
Ifif^ towns of the realm (the religioiis baqses and mador-places of their 
Lords always ^cepted, and petadvepture sofne great personage); but eacb 
tpside his .fire against a isfere^osse in the hall, where be 4inedimd dressed 
(lis BB^t. The second is, t^e great ^mepdmeat in lodging: for^ said they^ 
Parfothers, and oprselfes, have lain full oft iipon straw pallets, coveroA 
My with a sheet, apder coterlets made Pf dagswaitie or hopharlots, (I use 
their owa (ei^) aM a good rdundlbg Under their head instead of abolsteri 
if it were so,, that the father^ or the goPd man of th^ house, bad a mattrasa 
l>r Qdck bed, and thereto a §ack of chalf to rest his head upon, be thought 
biipself Jtp be Ps well lodged as the Lord of the town ; so wdl were they coi^ 
^ted. J^jllpws, said tbey^ were tbou^^t meet oaly for womeb in ehild^ 
V«Bd; as for servants, if tjiey bad any sheet above theia it was well; fpi^ 
leldQiP I^ad thegr any under their bodies, 4P keep them from the pricking 
Straws that ntii ofit dir(h%|b the canvaa, apd cased the;# bacdened hides* 
tbe.tbird tbiag tbef.t0U^.of4 is the exchange of treepe pdatters (so aOkd^ I 
$»pif08ei jtim ine or teood) JyitP |iewter, and woodM qiPcins into silver Pf 
Hikti Mor so common were all sorts Pf treene vessels in pld time, that m 
1mm jhuM baldly fiadiQur |iiec6s Pf pewter^ (of which iine jus |i£fadMa» 
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in some parts of the house, are tast blocks of solid oak ; and 
the floor of the first sttite-room^ ftnd of many others^ ar^ 

tftre a salt) in a good fanner's hdns6. Descriptian of BriUAiii ciUrp. X. 
Jigain in chap. XVl. In times past* ni^il w^re contented to dwdl id 
hoines bnilded of sallow^ willoir, &d. so that the use of oak was in a mao'* 
ncr dedicated wholly to cbnrcbes, religions houses, princes palaces, luiTiga.^ 
tion, &c. btat now sallow, &c* are rejected, and nothing bdt oak any 
where regarded, and yet 8«e the changes Ibrwbenonf hoMses ir^rte bitUd* 
led of willow, then bad we oaken nu^n } but now that our hooses are come Uf 
be made of oak, our men arti not only be£om« willow, bdt a great many 
altogether of straw, whi<!h is a sore alteration. In these the -courage of the 
owner was a sufficient defence to keep the house in safety, but now the 
assurance of the timber most defend the men firdm robbing. Now have we 
many chinmlest and yet our tenderfins complain of rheums, cattarrhs and 
poses ;then had we none but rere-dosses, and our beads did never aehe. Fof 
as the smoak in those days was supposedJo he a sufficient hardening for the 
timber of the house, so it was reputed a far better medidnci to keep the good 
man and his fhmily from the qnacke or pose, wherewith^ ai diea, tery few 
were acquainted. Again in chap, X Vlll. Our pew terers in thntf past employed 
the use of pewter only upon dishes and pots, and a few other trifle fdr service i 
whereas now they are growing into such exquisite cunning, that th^y can lit 
a manner imitate by infusion, any form or fashioa of cup, tfish^' salt, or 
bowl, or goblet, which ia made by goldsmiths emfly though they be neret 
so QirioaSf and very artificially forged. In some plaices, beyond tlie sea, tt 
garnish of good flat English pewter, (I say flat, beciNue dishas and platten 
in my time begin to be made dec^, and like basons, and are indeed more 
convenient both for sauce and keeping the meat warm), is almost so pitedous 
as the like number of vessels that are maderof fine silver. If tkc reader d 
curiam to know the houn of meats in Queen BiizabethU reign^ he auiy iMrrn U 
from the tame author, ** With us the nobility, gentry and students, do or* 
dinarily go to dinner at eleven before noon, and to supper at ^ty or be-* 
tween five and six at afternoon. The merchants dine and sop sektorn before 
twelve at noon, and six at night, especially in London. The husbaadmeii 
dine also at high noon, as they caU it, aad sup at seven or eight; bat out 
•f term In onr universities the scholars dine at ten."v 

Froiteart mentions waiting on the Duke of LancasUAt at fiveaXhwk li^ the 
afternoon, when be had sapped. ^* These hoars are ftSU aiore early. It b 
hard to tell why all over the world, as the age becomes moie luxurions, the 
kaan beoonelater. Is it the cfowd afamnscmcnts that poih on the J 
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formed of huge thick planks of oak, that seem to hare been. 
hewn out with an hatchet, or adze^ than to have been either 
sawn or planed." 

A little remored from the Tillage and on the left of the 
road to Leigh, is a seat called REDi«EiLF, pleasantlj situated,, 
and commanding some interesting Tiews westward. It was for. 
many years in the possession of the family of Spencer, de- 
scended from a family of the same name, at St. Albans, in 
Hertfordshire; now the occasional, residence of Willianx 
Wells, Esq^ 

The manor of Hepsbrooks, the mansion of which is called 
FoED-rLACE, was the antient habitation of the Sydneys be« 
fore they removed to Penshurst-place, in the reign of Edward 
YI. and continued afterwards in the same family, till it pas* 
sed in like manner as the rest of their estates in this parish^ 
to Sir Brownlow Sherrard, Bart, and William Perry^ Esg, 

C c 2 

graAvaWy ? or are the people of fashion better pleased with the secrecy and 
silence of nocturnal hours, when the industrious Tulgar are all gone to resth 
In Ttide ages, men had few amusements or occupations but what day-light 
afforded them.** (Hume). 

Erasmus ascribes the frequent plagues in England to the nastiaess and 
dirt, and slovenly habits among the people. *'The fitin^** says he, '*are 
commonly of clay, strewed with rushes, under which lies unmolested an 
ancient collection of beer, grease, fragments, bones, spittle, excrements of 
dogs and cate, and every thing that |s nasty.'* If we may Judge from cir- 
cxmutaaces, but little improivemettt seems to have taken place in this respect 
foraloni? time after his decease; the greatest plague ever known in thfe 
country having occurred more than one hundred and thirty years subsequent 
to his death. To those who amuse themselves in inveiging against the luxuries 
and refinements of modem times, this just and characteristic remark, must 
prove a compleat stumbling block, while by reference it serves to establish 
our claim to a virtue, which then appears to have been held in but little 
^timation, but which by the progress of oiviliaation is become an honorable 
feature in our national character; the best reply perhaps,, to the murmurs 
of ignorance against reasonable innovation, is, that hnman life has notbeea 
shortened, or its comfifrts lessened by tiie progress of refinement* 
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who possessed the manor itself as tenants in common, autf tW 
farm or detiiesne linds of }f cillcd Ford'-placfe fiirm in s^riit^ 
inoieties. The manor is now Tested in John Shelley S^dn^,' 
fsq. But Ae Jnrmj was in 1770 alienated by Lady Yohge 
and Sir George, her sort, to Richard Allnutt, Esq. who died 
l^ossessed of it in iVdO, and' his ^r^iF^dn pf the sani^ ^^mi 
ts now fhe oWnen 

Anothei* esfate, on whtch' stood 6ha¥foiid-plAc^ ; for ma!- 
iij des^iients the propeiky ^nd residence of the ItowE fkmily^ 
a bnmch of those of Aylesford, in this county, is at this timle 
m the possession of James Harl^roc', Esq. 'll'lie ancient mkn- 
§ion ias long since' bieen remored, and a farm house buTlt o& 
^e scite, 

• The ch'uifch, a large handsome building, (dedicated fo St. 
Sonii tiiE Baptist,) consisting of three aisles, a transept an4 
leaned 9,' having itn' embattled toSver at' the west end, ifiih 
angular buttresses, and at ea^h corner aboye, an octagonal 
^mbattled beacon turret and pinnacle, crowned with an en^ 
^riched finial and weather vane ; constituting on th^ wholC) li 
pleasing specimen of this style of architecture, and a beftutifni 
feature in the surrounding scenery. The memorials of depart^ 
fd worth, withlik the charch, are cotnparatitely n\imerous, 
ll)Vi,t Kttle deserving particular description. The stone figure 
pf a knight in armour, being for Sir Stephen de f enchester, 
which originally }aid on an altar tomb in the chancel, i» now 
placed erect against the door pn the south side, with the n^nra 
above it. 

This church was formerly |n the patronage of the see df 
Canterbury, and continued so until the 3rd year of ^ue^n 
Elizabeth^ yrhen it was transferred to the Queen jn exchange 
for the parsonage of Earde, alias Cray ford; and by her sow 
after granted to Sir Henry Sydney, in whose descendants H 
has continued down to the present patroii, John Shelly Sid- 
ney, Esq. 
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Seme Account «f th#* Me eluipel or ctuntry of Penshmv^ 
k giten in the descri|itiDn' of Ite pioisli' of lieigh^ wltbHi tl» 
iKmUds of wbiqh it wu flitttttted* 
A fiiir for pedlar^,* &e. n kelB k^re otiUho l%t 6t Julf* 
PlilfCKl^ET. TttAt^i^ai'tof Pttickley lying oik' the q\iiarr)r 
ttillsr iV extremely pledsHttt, cointbaiidiDg on tMe north, sbntli 
flA[idea^, extensive Ti'eWs'o^dieilidighboiiritog highly picttlt-esque 
l^outitry. About a mil^ eadtWard'of tli^chii'rfih and rillkgO, whicb 
occupy the sttti^milr of the hilT, is SuRitEND^K, fof some ages 
the seat of ilhe ancienlr family of I)Eitii|6, whose ancestry may 
|)e traced to sen aera prior to the conqxiest, oiie of them holdbg 
iahds ^t F^tnfngham' in this' cou*nty, in the Atae of the Anglo; 
t^xons^. ISforman Fitz -DeHti'g, Sherifit of ICent' in the refgn of 
t^in'g Stephen, "^as slain' at the battle of Lincoln, near tike 
persoi^ of that moharch', and lining found with his shield co<« . 
Vered with blood, his descendants, as a reward of his brateryi 
^ei^e allowed an honorable addition to their arms. The first 
Baronet of thi^ family was Sir EdWai^d During, created' in the 
^(^ond of Cl^ai^les I. remarkabl|( for his learning, imprudence 
tiii thistdrtiities; he dieii in 1644 tft a small house on his 
llstate, whither (e had retired with his Lady and family, 
iiearly reduced to indigence fronv the repeated attacks on his 
l^roperty by the parliamentaiy forces during the dissent 
tiohs bet\reen the unfortunate Charles arid his parliament, and 
ihe subsequent civil wars.* He was the founder of the MSS^ 
Xabpirf at Surrefiden ^^fot which he collected a great num* 
l>er of books, charters and curious manuscripts, and caused 
others to be transcribed with great labour and expeace ; a** 
mon^r ^hich were the registers and chartularies of several of . 
the dissolved monasteries in this county, and a series of deedh 
imdmaoiiiients, relating not* only to tke the fnoaily of OetiA^, 
liot to pt|iers connect^ at different times with it; bii^t most of 

% ]!4<niaoitrb made of hhii in OoIHiis's Bar^ idL II. p. 1T» and hi Fedt*i 
Qnid, qoriM. KoL. II. B, \4, 19, t^ 
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these TalnaUe mumscripts bsve been nnwarilj, not man/ 
.years sincey dispersed into othdr hands.''* His eldest son 
and successor of the same christian namej married Mary^ 
daughter of Daniel Harrey, Esq. of Combe in Surry, (ances- 
tor of the late EliabHarrey, King's conncil); of which marriage 
a singular anecdote is related.f In his descendants the Manor 
of SuRRENDEN (a part of that of Plucklet (Piuckelei) as 
mentioned in the record of Domesday) is still vested, together 
with the subordinate ones of Malmeines^ Shurlandj Erering-^ 
ftcrcj West'kingsnorth, Pirifield and Rating; as also that of 
Pevington, which was anciently a distinct parish^ but the 
CHURCH becoming ruinous, it was attached to that of Pluck ley^ 
by Archbishop Whitgift, anno 1583.:^ This desecrated builds 
ing, the remainSi of which have been conrerted into a stabley 
lies on the hill between F^erton and Pluckley, nearly equi« 
distant from both. The Manor House of Surrenden^ b$iilt on 
the scite of a former mansion was erected by John de Surren* 
den in the reign of Edward IIL and hence called the 
Manor of Surrenoen, to distinguish it from those of MoIj-^ 
mtini and Shurlcmd.^ parts also, of the ancient Manor of 
P1.UCKLEY ; but the mansion has undergone considerable al- 
terations since its erection^ particularly during the life time ot 
Sir Edward Dering, Bart, one of the representatives of thia 
county in the four first parliaments of the last reign; who 
besides considerable additions and alterations to the house,^ 
enclosed the park with a brick wall. The Tirtue^, and eo^ 

• Halted vol. VII. p. 409. f Ibid. p. 468 aa^ 4e». 

% "There is a tradition here, that Peving^n was allotted in three divi-*. 
tons to the parishet of Bgerton, Little Chart attd Pladtley; that the great-^ 
est part of it lying below . the hiH, as weU as the seite af the cbnrch, waa 
allotted ta this parish; and that the rest consistini^ of twa nairovr slips of 
land, adjoining toLittle Chart, was allotted to that parish and Egerton ; but 
j^ys Hasted, I caa find no further anthority for it. History of Ktnt,^. 
vpU YU. p. 4TS. 
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A^ariDg qualities of this amiable Baronet are stHl fresh iii 
remembrance, and their influetice it is to be hoped will lon^ 
remain^ that those who bear his name and title will also 
strive to emulate his tirtues, unquestionably the most taluable 
part of his possessions. Weeyea thus describes the situation 
of this seat, ^'It stands upon the very forehead of that hill, 
which from this place doth reach westward into Surrey ; a 
situation so elegant, that it compares with most that are, in 
rich pastures, healthful aire and plenty both of fewell and 
timber; but, abore all, in a rery delicate and various pros, 
pect.* The house has no pretensions to elegance of design 
but there is a pleasing air of respectability attached to it. 

The church (dedicated to St. Nicholas), marks the north- 
em boundary of the Weald in this part, it was built according 
to Harris, by Sir Richard de Plu<?kley, who ^^flourished here 
in the reigns of King Stephen and King Henry IL'* <<In our 
Ladies' chapel or chancel there" saith Weever " belonging to 
the Derings of Surrenden Deringy and founded by Richard 
Denng, Esq.f in the reign of King Henry VL as appears by 
his arms carved at the bottom of the arches, are several stones, 
with figmres in armour at their full length." Beside the brasses 
and other memorials of the Derings and the family of Mai. 
mains, formerly owners of the manor of that name, there 
are notices of Major Anthony Nowers, Mabella Bettenham, 
widow, and Mabella Austin, and in the principal chancel, one 

* Weeper's Fun. Mon. p. 291. 

f Richard, ton of the abore was a Monk and ' CeUarer * of Christ church 
Gaoterbury, who instead of adopting hb paternal arms, would, " according 
to the pnnniog homour of the time'* says 0r. Harris ^'have a nbua viz a deer 
and a ring i» express his name." His eldest brother, Joha Dering was ad- 
mitted into tJK society of Modenden (of the order of the Holy-Trinity) estab- 
lished in the parish of Hedcome. See under that article. The former it 
should be observed was an accomplice in the imposture of Elizabeth Barton, 
fihe holy maid of Kent.' 
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to the iomAoTy of Nathttniel CoUingUn, sixts^^rfie ^ei^ri 
tisctor ofthbpamli, .who4ie4,Deefipbfir the ISlth, it35. 

llie patrom^ of this dmrcih h^A boen from tery c^rlj tim^s 
In the 1^ of Canterbttiy, for .^e .find that Archbi5h6.p Lapj 
(ranc who had founded ih^ priory X)f St, Gr^o^y jn Gaunter- 
tmry^ (anno 1084) ^te the tythes of the d^mcssne land^of the 
Lordship of Pluckley, held of .tl?e Ardibishop.by WUliUm d^e 
Plackley^ to HiaAt establishment, .and this gift iras coii^fti^e^ 
by. his suiccessor Archbishop Hubeic^' If he rectorial tythes^acef 
np>r taken by composition, but there is no .re^einbraoce q( 
imali t^fthes ever .haTing .been paid. The talae of the f leb% 
according to Hasted, b upwards of 301. per annum. 

The JElet. Ezjael Toifgne S. T. P. resigned this rectpry 
about 1667, ".being, as Hasted expresses it, .".mufih jt^ji^rf. 
with factious parishioners and ,gi/fljAr^i.^' This fikCtifj^u* 
ratelif stated^ militates against ,t^e g,eneral ,<;3iaracter of this^ 
^uiet and inoffensive sect, t'^ho have .rather been J^e ofe/ec^^V 
pe^aectttiop and .anjaoyance, thaa t^e ,aMtfeo?s,i^nd.^fttf?rsV ^ 
It. ■ . • ' 
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;OLVENDEN. The pansh of Rolyenden adjoins io ttut 
of Benenden on the east ; the village and church standing out 
elevated ground nearly in the centre, and sLt the junction of 
the roads from Tenterden, Benenden and Newenden, from 
which places It is nearly equi-distant. The scenery fc^tind thit 
rural and pleasant tillage, eii^c^pt that it is someifhat l^ss 
woody, differs v littfe from that in the immediate ticinity of 
Benenden and the soil in both parishes is very shnilat. Hasted 
observes, *h had formerly the mansions of many respectable 
families, resident in it,* and though, as he adds, several of 
these. ai;p now converted into mere farm hpuses, it is not fron^ 
&ence to be inferred that Bohenden is at tbis.time.dest|tfttejel 
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good houses or respectable families. The superior condition 
of its turnpike roads, which chiefly composed bf beach^ * and 
the pleasing appearance of the country generally aboiit it, ard 
strong recommendations in favor of Rolyendek as a place of 
ri^ddence^ -while to these favorallle circumstances may be added 
irf healthy air and good water. The village has been much 
improvied of late by the addition of several neat dwellings, and 
lis appearance woilld be fui-ther improved, by depriving the 
cfetirch steeple, of its present ragged and shabby exterior. 

The small portion of marsh-land in the south-east quarter 
of the parish, is separated fi'bin the Isle of Oxney, by aii 
inconsiderable stream, which falls into the Rothef a little 
southward of Wittersham ; foir th^ safety of these marshes iii 
this and the adjoining pdrfshes, several cdiUmissions of sewers 
were issued, in the reigns of Edward I. aiid Henry VI. to 
impose an obligation on the respective land owners, of re- 
parring and preserving the banks, &c. against the sea. + 

HALDisif-PtACE so called from a family of the name of Hal' 
den, whd possessed it in the reign of Edward III. is now, 
together with the greater part of the demense lands of the ma- 
nor, become the property of John Beardsworth, Es^q. but the 
maiunr itself, withr the remainder of the demesne, ts vest^ ?h the 
trustees of Sir Horatio Mann, Bart. From the Hiddens, by 
the marriage of an heiress (temp. Hen. 4th) this estate passed 
ip the Guld^ordsy who ^made it their principal residence, 
and from time to time kept their shrievalties here.* The 
ancient park was tiirown open in the time of Henry VIII. by 
Sir John Baker, attorney ^general to that monarch, (to whom 
it was granted in fee) and about the period of the erection of 
bis seat at Sissinghurst, in the parish of Cranbrook. 

• • A l<KiU tetw for the.fniTd bftought £r«m the cb^ 

f Dugdale's history of embanking and drainiogj &(c p. 40. 48. 4f . 83. ' 
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KtMosoATS-HousE, Situated about half a mile south-eastward 
of the church, has been in the family of Welkr from thif time of 
Charles I. Of these was John Weller, Esq. Rear Admiral of 
the navy, who died here in 1773. 

The Hole is another seat ^i this parish, lyiug in the op« 
posite direction, at the distance of nearly a mile from tfa« 
church, and is said by Philipott, to have been^ '^ for man/ 
descents last p§st, the patrimony oi th^ Gibbons^ who hsiiA 
lands in this parish in the year 13^6, and was the seminary, 
or original 8eed-plot| whence all of that name and family in 
Kent primitiTely sprouted forth.'' The author of the justly 
celebrated ^^ History of the decline and fall of the Roman Em- 
pire,* was of a branch of this family, settled at Westcliffe. 

In the southern part of this parish is Matthah-hall which 
with the manor of Great Maytham is become the property of 
James Monypenny, Esq. The house, one of the best con- 
structed domestic edifices in these parts, was begun in 1721, 
and finished in 1760 by a relatire of the present owner. 

Beside the above, are the manors of Keinsham, Lowden, 
Frensham with the Gatehouse, and Forsham,f on the latter 



• Of this work it has b«ea obi(ei^«d< thai it <'w»Sl probaVfy last as Icn^ m 
the Uuignafe ta which it is written. It abounds with pioots of unexampled 
learning, of a mind penetrating and sagacious, and of talents for ridicolg. 
agreeable and exquisite." Joneses Biog. Diet. 

Bat Professor Person (pref. to his letters to Mr. Archdeacion Travis) 
thoof^h he admits Mr. Gibbon's claim to merit as an historian and a scholar^ 
Justly. censures his isnptous ribaldry, in the following passage. **A n^ for 
indecency pervades the whole work, but especially the last vol«mes« I£- 
Uie history were anonymous, I should guess that these disgraceful obtceidtten- 
were written by some debauchee, who, having from age, or accident, or 
excess, survived the practice of lust, still indulged himself in the luxury of 
•peculation; and exposed the impotent imbecility^ after he kadloet the vi» 
gowr of the passions," 

f For the descent, ice. of these ertates, see Haitcd't account of this 
parish, vol. Vll. 8vo. edit. 



Digitized by 



Google 



,| g I !! ■ ' ■ II * iu 

•f which, was formerly a prWate chapel for the use of iti 
owners* 

The church (the rectory of which was formerly among the 
possessions of the family of Cobham, by one of whom^ name* 
ly, John, Lord Cobham, it was given to the college founded 
by him at Cobham) consists of three aisles and three chancels, 
with a tower steeple at the west end, the shabby appearance 
of which has been before noticed. The windows in the great 
chancel, according to Kilbume, contained formerly the effigies 
of the most considerable land owners in the parish, but of 
these little now remain. The south chancel or chapel appears 
to hare been founded by Edward Guldeford, Esq. ^on the 
day of St. Tiburtius and Valerianus, martyrs.'* April 14th, 
anno 1444. In the church are sereral memorials of the Gib- 
bons, and Monypennys, and In the yard the name of Kadwell 
frequently occurs, 

RUCKINGE. This obscure parish lies partly on the clay 
hills and partly within the level of Romney marsh, between 
Bilsington, Orlestone and Warehorne. It contains no viU 
lage, the few houses within its boundary, being scattered 
over it and chiefly inhabited by the labouring classes. 

The Manor QF Rucking (RochingeO'w^^oh comprises a 
principal part of the parish, was ainong the grants of King Offa^ 
to the priory of Christ-^church, Canterbury; (anno 791) there* 
sidue was given by Cuthred, King of Kent, ^to Aldbertht 
his servant, and Seldrythe, the abbot, being two plough lands 
In Rocing, situated on both sides of the river Umene, to hold 
in perpetual inheritance^ free from all regal tribute, ibe."f 
The former is now in the possession of the dean and chapter of 
Canterbury and the latter eontainiiig the manors of Bardin- 
HKNi; and Westberies, and which at the time of the eonquest^ 

Dn d 
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:mfi5^ yiith apart of the fonder, a^aag.the land« of Hugo d^ 
Mont fort, is now in several hands. Hasted mentions two o^ * 
%h^T majors |n thui parish, namely, Povi^Dfiu^s^ and Mqre,, 
.the first ])elonglng to the I^f^. jos^^ Geliibranfi, ol Edmoor 
Itpn,. and the last ^9 Sir Jklward P<^ings Bart, of ^urrenden. . 
, TPh^ phujcb pf RucjMBge is sBnaJJ, yet awfficiently spa^io.u^ 
{or. the a^Gompfiodation of tt^, j)ajriahipnejr9r It comprises ^ 
p».%e^ ^d^ aisles i^nd a chanpel, .with a juooiall chapel at theeasi 
ipad ' pf . the sojotb aisle, noi^r uaed af a repository for lumberp^ 
an4 ^yf materiaU for the repair of the chE«^rohi( AjjTithin, th^re is. 
little to .gratify thf curious; there appears Indeed to have been 
iwo BaAss£< oii>a stone in the north aisle, t)nt these hare long 
|>een nissing; and at the present it pontains no aieoiori^lf, 
Jixtfrpally, Ilackinge phurch has sonve claims to attention; a^i 
it bean, stronger marks of antiqnity thanan^ o^^er building 
urithin the Weald, and we believe is the only edifice withiift 
this district, in which any remains of Saxon Architecture^ 
are to" be found. T^e western entrance and the doorway on 
^he sout*h sjde are of this style, and in very good preserratidn^ 

In the petition of the clergy, beneficed in Romney.marsh, in 
\63S^ for setting aside the' custom of two pence an acre, ii| 
}ieu of tythe-wool and pasturage, the rector of Ruckinge was 
one of those who met on this occasion ; y^hen it was agreed oi^ 
all sides that wool in the marsh had never been known to have 
been paid in specif Of^^^} the other tythes being paid or (;om^ 
pounded for. 

There is a inodns of one sliilling pef acre pn i^ll grass li^nd^ 

• Thestt spf ctraens, an? property Anglo-Aorman, and probacy pnt vni^, 
fooD after the i«-*aanexatioti of the manor aod chuncb of Auckinjf^ tpthe seift 
of Canteitlu(7i(aQao I0'76)biit the ressidue qf the buildiag appqifs of a more 
recent date, , The chief ornament in these entrances is the d^everon c^r zig- 
za|f, b'ut the caps of the columns tp, the .western entrance and the filling ia 
^f the ard\ to the dporway op the south'^ side, have a kind of diamond in-. 
Rented ornament, such as is met with in the church of Herringfleet in Sufr 
fplk, and in hev|ii)l <^eni in that county. 
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ia this parish within the marth^ an4 by cuftom all the upland 
P^^s four pence per acre for pasturage, and one shil^n|^ per 
acre when mowed^ no hajr haying ever been tal^en in kind, or 
compounded for* Formerly the woods of this parish paid 
tythesy after the rate of two shillin|;8 In the pound, according 
to the money paid for the felkt$ of them ; but in a suit in tha 
exchequer for tythe of wood, anno 1713, brought by Lodge^ 
rector, against Sir Philip Boteler, it was decreed agajiist the 
rector, that this parish was within the bounds of the Weald, 
^nd the woods in it, consequently freed from tythe^ \ which 
decree ha^ been acquiesced in ever since,* 
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Sandhurst, llcs on the south ^ideof the Weald, he- 
tween Hawkhurst and Newenden, adjoining the county ol* 
Sussex, from which it is divided only by a small stream called 
ihe li^ent Dyke that uniting with the Rother, forms the line of 
demarcation between the two counties on this side. The Til- 
lage occupies a gentle eminence on the main road from Iiondovi 
ioRye, ftnd on the road from Cowbeach<^reen to Bodiam: 
it consists principally of shops and small cottages^ The 
church, from which the parsonage house is a little removed 
northward, stands on i^ kuoU at the distance of about half f 
mile from tl^e Tillage^ 

This parish contains also three small hamlets called Fields, 
'green, powbeach-green and Ringlecrouch-green ; on the lat- 
ter there is a well attended Baptist meeting-house (lately 
f aken down and rebuilt at the sole expence of Mr. Thomas 
^Uis) and on the former, the uiodem built residence of Ed^ 
var4 Collfns Ward, Esq. who, among other estates in thi& 

t fia»te4.. 
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parish, is owner of the Manor of Riseden granted bj John 
Earl of Ewe in 1 171 to the priory of Horton, founded in the 
reign of Henrjr II. for Claniac Monks. Westward of Mr, 
Ward's is Downgdt^y formerly among the possessions of the 
Turner family, some time since Lords of the manor of Sand« 
hurst, and now in the possession of a gentleman of the same 
pame, who has recently pulled down the old bouse and is now 
erecting a mote conrenient residence nearly on the same scite, 

Tub Manor of Sandhurst was, by OfTa, King of Mercia^ 
(anno 791) given to Christ-church in Canterbury, and sooa 
after the conquest, held of the Archbishop by Knight^ serrtce^ 
by the fiimiiy of Criol ; and of them, in the reign of Edward 11^ 
hy Hugo de Combe, whose suooessor was John de Betherinden* 

In the reign of Elizabeth' it was sold, together with the 
ancient manor-house (now called Old place) by Herbert, son 
of Vincent Finch, to Pelham, fVom which name it passed te 
that of Fowle, and subsequently to those of Turner and 91ack« 
bum. A court baron is still held for it. The manor-house^ 
formerly called Sandhurst- place, and which Dr. Harris 
mentions as 4he principal seat in this parish* is now a mere 
fetrm-house. In this parish is the denne of Twisden, called 
Twtsden-street, er Borough, which in very early times was the 
Inheritance of the family of that name, who, in old latin deeds, 
subscribed themseltes ^ De Dennd Fractd * (a ralley brokeii 
into two parts) and fVom Mrho^i Philipott supposes, this place 
owes its preseftt m^me^ 

SHADDOXHURST. The situation of Shaddoxhurst is bjf 
po means pleasant, the land is generally low and much incuro^ . 
bered with underwood, especially in the direction of Qrlestone 
end Woodchurch ; the ro^s like those in the neighbennng pa* 
ridhes, are extremely bad^ nqt sq mjach the consequence o{ excess 
aiire traffic, as of n^leotand mismanagement.^ The Tillage whicli 
)s small, stands nearly in the centre of the parish, iroend ^ 
vml^ green, having the church at the sottth%eas)b end* Suajok 
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l>oxHU&9T Manor was anciently the inheritance of the familj 
of F0R8TAL9 formerly of some note in the county ; from them 
it passed to the Stokts or StoHes, and subsequently to Ran* 
hOLTtt^ likewise owner of a considerable estate at Durham 
iiear M&idstdne. At th^ be|^itinirig of Queen Elizabeth's reign 
It was sold by Edward, son of Avery Randolph to Sir John 
Taylor, in which name it continued down to Sir Thomas 
Taylor, Bart, (created in 1665). Sir Charles Molloy, cap- 
tain of the Royal Caroline Yatcht, who lies buried in the 
church«>yard, and to whose memory, an elegant and emble- 
matical mural monument has been erected in the church, be- 
came possessed of this manor by purchase, and dying in 1760, 
bequeathed it ta his nephew, (second son of Greorge Cooke, 
Esq. of Lincolns Inn) who assumed the name of Mollot.- 

The Manor of Criols-court, has also the same owner. 

There are two other manors in this parish called Minchin- 
COURT and Claypits, the former belonged to the late John 
Cole, Esq. of Horsmonden, and the latter h become the pro- 
perty of William Deedes, Esq. of Hy the. 

The windows of the church were formerly ornamented with 
much stained glass, but little now remains ; ^^ in one of them 
are two figures crowned, in one compartment, and in the o- 
fher a priest kneeling, offering a cup to another figure, who 
h sitting and crowned.'' * The chancel is decorated with thd 
banners, sword, helmet, &c. of the late Sir Charles lytolloy, 
and contains a memorial for John Sewell, rector, (obit anno 
1591). 

This living, (in the patronage of the crown), was angment* 
ed in 1767, by a grant of 2001. from the gOTemors of Quees 
Anne^s bounty, and with the addition of a like sum, bequeathed 
by Mrs. Ursula Taylor; which sums were expended in the. 
T^nrchase of lands in the parish. ^^The glebe land consists 6f 



♦ Hasted vol. VII. p. 242. 
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three small woods containing tdg^ther about nine adres,** * 

A tythe of wood appears at one time to hate been paid id 
this parish, f 

SHIPBORNfl, Is situated on the northern side of thcr. 
Weald^ adjoining the extensive parish of Wrotham^ and 
in the hundred of that name. From the summit of th€ 
sand-hill, it stretch^ into the Tale below, where the soil 
becomes stiff and churlish, and the count rjr more enclosed, es-^ 
pecially towards the south-east. In the time of Henry III* 
John p£ Say, held in Sibume of the Earl of Gloucester on^. 
Knight's fee an4 & fifth: to him succeeded the family of 
Bavent^ by whonoi. in the l^thyearof Edward I« u grant of 
free- warren was obtained, the liberty of holding « market 
weekly on Monday, and an annual fair on the feast of :St« 
Giles the abbot. These privileges were granted to. Adam de 
BavQut, who was, with the King at the siege of CarlaYerockia 
Scotland, anno 1300. The widow of his descendant, Sir ^^s>*i 
ger de Bavent, in the reign of Edward III. released a^U. her, 
right in the manor of Shipborne, to the prioress and content 
of the priory of Dartford, with whom it remained t^jtil the. 
general dissolution of monastic establishnients, when, with th^. 
manor of Puttenden, lying on the east side of the parish, it 
i|;a8 granted to Sir Ralph Fane and Anthony Tutsham, JEisq*, 

* Ha^ted^ y«l. rn. p. 8iW. 

f '* There was an old writing, with several of the parishtoaen hands, by 
wMoh thcy-.aoiwowiedged eightopenee is the ooble du^ to the rector of^ 
8||addQpEhar8t,. for all acre wood| and Sir Roger Twisden in his treatbe coi»* 
ceming the W.eald, says, it U to he observed thmtthe usual paying of tytht^ 
wood in antfparith, or in many, does not make it due, if it can be showed that the 
parish^ 'pa^ng stand in the Weald, And further says, that he himself has 
lui6wii the rector of Sh»idoxhttrst to daim tythe-wood in some cases, aiidF 
quotes the above writing in confirmation of it But there has not been, 
for a long time, any tythe paid for wood la this pariah." Hasted^ voL Y II« 
p. 843. 
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tb hold til c(q>U0 by Knight's serrice. l^on after the grant, 
the latter released all his right and interest in these nianers t& 
Sir Ralph Fane,* with whom and his descendants they con« 
tinned nearly two centuries and a half. The last of the family 
of Fane or Vane, at this place, was William Hollis Vane, 
Viscount Vane, and Baron of Dancannon, who succeeded to 
the estates and titled of his father in the year 1734, and dying 
withovt issue in 1780, bequeathed these manors, his seat of 
Fairlawn, (purchased by one of his ancestors of Sir Geoi^ 
Chowne, in the time of Charles L) and the rectory of the 
chapel of Shipborne, among his other estates, to Darid Pia« 
pilloB, Esq. of Acrise. Fairlawn, is now the property and 
resideniSeof John Stmsoo, Esq. one of the representatives in. 
the late and present parliaments for the town ' of Maidstone^ 
and a banker In London ; it is placed on the boundary of the 
Weald and this parish; the offices only, being In Shipborne*. 
^^The mansion was partly rebuilt by the late Lord Vane,f in 
whose time one of the wings, was twice destroyed by fire.'* 
The Tillage called SniPBORias-iOUBif, lies a small distance 
from the foot of the hill southward ; and on the west side of 
the green, is the church or chapel, (dedicated to St. Giles) 
erected by the munificence of Christopher, lK>rd Barnard, at 
the beginning of the last century. About a quarter of a mile 
westward of the church, is the small hamlet of Boon's-oBBEir. 

Ee 



• •* He had bem hnlgbted «t (he siege of Buneys (BmOogae) ia IM*. 
end afterwerdi for bit valor at tbe battle of Mosselbargb, ia tbe Itt year 
af King Edward VI. made a Knight baanareti bat ia tbe 6th year of 
that reign, baring warmly espoused the iatere^t of tba Doke of Somenetf. 
biewasaoeiised of being an accomplice with ban, and being foond guilty 
WHS banged on Tower-bUI» that year.** Basted. 

f Biajley, ia a note to tbe above, relen fbr particidaiB of tbli noble* 
seta (Urd Vaae), aad tbe celebrated Lady Vaae, to flkadHett*! aoial of 
«« Peregrine PicUa.** Beaotiei of England, wcL VUL p; IMk^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Oiristopber Smart, -tKe ingenious aiiUior of^the ^Hop^gnrd^n/ 
Die prose tmnslatton of Horace, and a, miscellaneous wiitef« 
of censideraUe^inerit, was a aati?e ol^kipboma. * ' 

' SMARDEN. This place was formerly esteemed a Toww, 
having by the intercession of Archbishop Simon Meopham, in 
in the 6th year of Edward III. obtained the grant of a week- 
ly market, but which %as long been disused; a cliarige in the 
system of 6ar/er and sciloy having almost superseded the iieces* 
stty of markets, and for the most part rendered tliese grants^' 
l)Ut air empty boast, or at best but'an evidence of the change 
o'f times. While this revolution has been advantageous to the 
fiirmer and the landholder, the inhabitants of small towns 
tiave in an equal ratio buffered by it. The corn which the far« 
ifier formerly brought to market in small quantities and retail- 
€?d among his neighbours, (who perhaps after much entreaty to 
purchase, he Was under the necessity of crediting for some 
months) is now commonly sold by sample before it is ready 
for delivery, ' anii instead of waiting for the money as formerly 
for months, and collecting it after all with much difficulty by 
trife's;. the whole amount is now generally obtained on, or 
soon after the delivery ; and that without any trouble, and 
scarcely any risk to the farmer ; the credit and respectabilfty 
of the factor or middle man, depending wholly on the punc« 
fuality' of bis payments. The minor articles of consumption^ 



.♦ **AtShipbonicwas.boi3iJ.n the y^wVl^^ the ^1-/|^ jM^^pmi* 
TOPBER Smart, who was educated at Pembrok/e-hall, Cambrld|^» whecvi^ 
lie several times obtained the smtoaian pri^e fo|'th^be8tpQ^mon the being, 
aiml attributes of God. He afterwards wrote the * Hop-garden' in three, 
cantos, an ingenious and much admired prodiictio|i.. H^ was a man of con*^ 
liderable viyacity, and poetical talents; but becoming embairassed i%, 
eircnmstances, grew disordered in mind. His insanity shewed itself in an 
X K Ug s fftnabltr purililectign - td pxitfer, witlwiitdietinctionof tiine, plaeeir^ 
dnmnitance. Heidied in ITIl : his pocmQ- wertrpubllthed m t^0 ffAtmtt^ 
12no. iAJn9&".,i££; ... ^ ' 
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siidi as poultry, pigs, taMer, cheese, kc* mre ififfpesed rf 
nmch in tbe same WByi the farmer's wife aad dsuglftersy i^ 
leased from the degradation of attending a weddf market, 
have now merely to attend to the weekly wants of the Hia^ 
!«£&, who very politely waits on them : by this Judkiinti ai» 
fangement, time is gained by the female part 6( the famitjT^; 
the mortifying necessity of displaying their stock of goods at 
the neighbouring market^crdss is done away, and a consequent 
taste for theJSne arts^ and a relish for mdre tad^4tke^ aTocatl- 
«ns, have gradually been manifested. These it mnst be ad^ 
i|iitted are important results from this modem system, and 
perhaps it is of little comparative importance, that the village 
epicure is now and then baulked of a relish, or the fickle and 
wavering appetite of disease occasionally disappointed* 

With the grant of a weekly maiket, an annual fkir of five 
days at the feast of St. Michael was also obtained; now kept 
4m the 10th of October onl^. Hie Town and Pakish of 
Shaadbn^ are obscurely and disagreeably situated, a smafl 
distance southward of the quarry hills, the turnpike-road from 
Charing to Biddenden passing through the town ; the situa* 
•tion Is law j the lalid generally fiat and unvaried, and subject 
4o frequent inundations ; the river Beult winds Its course a 
short distance southward of the town, which is here crossed 
by a stope bridge of two arches. The roads in this nefghbonrVi 
Jiood are not of the most inviting description, nOr is the tim* 
ber and underwood, which more especially V abound in tH6 
eastern part of the parish, calculated to enliven the scenery. 
'At Ominden G11SEN9 on the road toBiddeiiden,'.is a meettflg. 
(bouM and cemetery fdr CAtviMisf ic Bapt^sts^ io which fs 
atUtched a writing school, under the direction of the minister; 
to whom, for the care of this school, a house and several pie* 
ces of land, of the annual value of thirty pounds and upwards^^ 
.^were bequeathed by the founder, of the name of Txjudek* At 

Ee 2 • 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ike dutftBM of kalf m mtte nortli^iMit of the town, near Spisa^t 
AfH) it niiotber meeting home for UiriTAftiAR BAtnvn. 

Tbb Mahor or Tax Dbmvx of Smardem, wat before tii^ 
time of £dwArdUI. in the possession of the See of Con- 
ter^uiy, end 90 continned down to Cardinal Archbishop 
K€mp> ivho la the 10th of Henry VI. settled it on the.col>- 
lege of Wye, (founded by him) where it remained until the 
dissolution of that establishment in the S6th year of Henry 
Tin* By that monarch it was shortly after granted to Walter 
Bttcler, to hold in capUe by Knight's service; to which name 
succeeded that of Newenden, two of whom (in 1680) namely 
James and Richard, conreyed it to Geoi^e Sayer, Esq. 
^ ROMBOCN PiACE, which lies in the eastern phrt of the pa* 
rish of Smarden, is an ancient seat, and was formerly the pa* 
trimony of the EiiGEHaftST's, or Henherst's^ who possessed 
poDsiderable estates in the Weald ; to them succeeded the fa«« 
saily of Caxch, and subsequently the GujLnEroiuss, one of 
whom in the 33d of Henry VI. founded a chapel in the church 
of Smarden* In the 24th of Henry VIII. Romedesi passed 
/rem the name of Rogers to that of DaAYNXii, who appeam 
to have alienated this estate in the 17th year of Queen £lisa» 
beth, probablyfrom necessity, the last of them, namely William 
Orayner, ^having rendered himself universally detested^ by his 
intolerance and persecuting zeal in the cause of popery.* 
^his estate was afterwards in the name of Ottaway, some of 
whom attained to tery elevated rank in the army* 

• la the year 1SS9« (the last year of the reign ef Queen Morj) etie 
^rq^futr^ a ^uftioe of ihe praee, made use ef the Rood-loft, wkich thca 
was sUtudiDg here, to place spies aod iafonnen ia, in order to take an ao> 
coant who did not doly perform tlie ipopish ceremonies 1 and tluu tbey 
might discover this the hetter, be made for them niae peeping holes In the 
loft; and because be was. severe, and panlshed sncfa as did notcoaftm^ 
the peaple Imiedhim, aod^ve him the name ^ Jftstica niac4iolej>i that 
expression is still refaned as a mark of contempt in this county. Barris't 
histor) of Kent, p. 85. and Fox*& acts aiid monoments^ M, 97 1« 
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The CuopiCH, a rectory hi the putroaage of the See of Can- 
terfoury, was granted by Qaeen Mary, in 1558 to Cardinal 
Archbishop Pole. It is dedicated to St* Michael, and con- 
sists of a nare and chancel. At the west end is a tower ste^ 
pie, containing five bells. 

SPfiLDHURST, in which the celebrated springs known by 
the appellation of ^Tt^NBRinoE Wells' are situated, lies on 
'the sonthern confines of the Weald, adjoining the county of 
Susse)c, in a district abounding with rich and raried prospects, 
rendered additionally pleasing by their contrast to those of the 
more enclosed and cultivated country nearer tihe metropolis. 
The views here are not generally extensive, but so perpetually 
changing from' the inequalities of surface, that the attention is 
kept constantly on the alert ; hill and dale, woods, rocks, 
barren heaths, and cultivated enclosures successively composing 
'the ever varying landscape. In the time of Edward III. the 
Manoh ano Chukcu of Speldhurst were among the possessions 
of Sir Johi\ de Pulteneye, who in that reign founded the col* 
lege of St. Lawrence, Cannon-street, London, and aettledTon 
it, this manor and church, with which they n^ained until its 
.suppression in the reign of Edward VI. when they were grant- 
ed to Heory Polsted, being at that time estimated of the clear 
yearly value of 131. 14$. Id. 

"' At the southern extremity of this parish is the hamlet of 
GiiooMBRil>6E, situated within the manor of that name, which^ 
in the reign of Henry III. was the property of William 
Kuss^ and Hawis his wife, who lai^ly contributed to the 
endowment of the chapel of St John, erected here in that reign. 
This chapel falling afterwards to decay, was^r^utltin 1(13$ 
1»y John Packer, Esq. <^and dedicated to the service of Grod^ 
in gratitude for the safe return of Charles, Prince of Wales, 
from Spain." He endowed it at the same time with 201. per 
annum, and 101. per annum in consideration of a chaplain's 
board ; but the chaplain at this time receives only 121. 15s. Od. 
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noBually. A younger branch of tliB famif y of Cobbam be<- 
eomiog possessed of this manor in the reign of Edward I. ob- 
tabled for it a weekly market and annual fair to be held on 
the ere day and morrow after the feast of St. John Port La* 
tine (May 6th)« From the CobhamS it passed to th^ family 
of Ci«iNTON, by one of whom (Lord Clinten and Saye) it was 
sold to Thomas Waller^ Esq. of Lamberhurst in the time of 
JEIenry IV. whose grandson Richard^ says Philipott, ^^wai 
that renowned soldier^ that in the time of Henry V, took 
Charles, Duke of Orleans, General of the Freneh army, 
prisoner at the. battle of Agincourt,* brought him orer to 
ikiglandy and held him in honorable restraint, or custody, at 
Geoom b&idge; which a MS. in the Herald's -^fiice notes to 
be twenty four years ; in the time of which recess, he newly 
erected the hou&e at Groom bridge, upon the old foundations;; 
and .was a benefactor to the repairs of Speldhurst churchj^ 
where his arms remain in stone work ove^ the pofch>"t WaU 

* The vkc^ry ohiaiiwd af. t)ii»|4a€e i» amodf the mMt metnomble ia ^nr 
history^ cqnsiderifjg the gfrat niimerical superiority of the French forqe apii 
its ft'esh and healthy condition, opposed to the harrassed and sickly 
state of onr own anny. The French on this occasion brouj^ht into the field 
t50,(X)0 men to oppose a force of only 9,000; bat after a sani^nhiary coin* 
test of seven hours, from ten in the morning till five in the aftCffnooB, the 
'enemy suffered » most complete and si^al defeat^ leavioi^ awong their 
dead, pne Archbishop, three Dukes, six Earls, ninety BarpQS, fifteep 
Jrandred^ Knights, seven thon^nd Esquires, and in all about .ten thovsaad 
men. The printipal personages who fell In the enfi;agement, were, the 
constable of France (D*AIbfet), the Archbinhop of Sens, the IkHint of* 
Jfewen^ and the Duke of Brabant, brothers to the Duke of Barg^ndy, tbe 
Count of VmdenoRt, the Duke D'Alenoon, the Duke of Barre, and tie 
Gotmt of Marie.' The mosteaiineot |pjrisoner» were the Dakes of Orleaas aa^ 
Bonrboo^ the Counts D*£o, Ve^dome and Richcmont, and the Mareschal 
*de Boucicant; the number of prisoners amounted to fourteen thousand. The 
most circumstantial and interesting account of this battle is given ia Rapia*ii 
(History of Englaod, vol. I. folio edit, et seq. 



f Viliare Cantianum, p. S2ff. 
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ler ia r«comp«nce of bis gnUaatiy and as a loeaKifial.of hSr 
sejTices had grafted to him af|d his hein jtn additi<mal crest^^ 
Tiz. the arms, or, escutcheon of France^ hanging by a htbel on 
« wainut'iree^ the moito^ Hm frudits virtutis. He was sheriff 
of Kent in the 16th of Henry VL having served tie like office 
for the county of Sussex in the 12th year of the same reign. 
From him were descended the celebrated poet, Edmund Wal- 
ler, and the Regicide, Sir Hardres Waller, a Major-general la 
the parliament army during the time of the common- wealth. 
It was here that the poet, while on a visit to bis relatives, 
first saw, and became enamoured with the L«dy Dorothy 
Sydney, whom, under the .name of <S^dcAarif»a, he alternately 
eulogises and reproaches* with equal fervour; and with like 
success, as may be inferred from the following lines, 

*' MThile meiMieeniM she teems mored no more 
With this new malice, than oarfoyes before $ ' 
But Mm the height of her great mind looks down 
On both oar passioni, whhoat imae ttr frown: 
7 8«»litUecai^qf what ii4«9e below 

Hath the bright danie, wknm heaven aiccteth lo.** 

The last of the Wallers at Groombridge was Sir Thomas 

• Oa.iifht of her pietwetbe enamoured poet exdauns 
" Such eheeifttl modesty^ such humble state. 
Moves Certain love, but whh a donbtfal fhte : 
^A»-Wiien beyond our greedy •reach we see, 
Inviting fhiit on too sublime a tree.** 
And in bis commendatory address, to the painter (Vandyke) he says^ 
Why, thou conldstnot at once assay, 
. ' Thali»(»toitftefwthnes'OQiiTey, ; ' . "■ 

Which this odrajves } wn% it Ay. wil- 

. . t. ToB^A^her^oftbeiint.tfcwiriti / » 

Confess, and weHl fofgive thee this ; ^ i 

For who would not repeat that bliss, 
And frequent sight of snch a dame. 
Buy with the hazard of his fame ? 
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Waller, Knight, a younger brother of the parliamentarj 
General, and Lieutenant of DoTer castle, la the reign of 
James I* 



Yet wtid oui tai thy bUimtfless skill, 
Thoui^li tliy pxA band had foiled still t 
Wbea OBtore^s self so often em : 
She for this nuuny tboinand yean 
Seems to have pneti8*d with much care. 
To frame the race of women fair ; 
Yet never could a perfect birth 
Produce before to giace the earth : 
Which waxed old, 'ere It ooaM see 
Her that amaz'd thy art and diee. 

Bnt now tis done, O let me know. 
Where those immortal colours grow. 
That cottld this deathless piece compose 
In lilies, or the fading rose ? 
No, for this theft thon hast elimb'd higher 
Than did PnmUkeMM for his fire. 

iattBsed al the inflexible iadiflfereoce of his mistress he pasiionatelj 
cxdaimt. 

To thee a wild and cruel sool is given. 
More deaf than trees, and prouder than the hea!r*n« 
liove's foe profest, why dost thou ikisly feign 
Thyself a Sjfdnoff ■ " ■ ' . ■ ■' * 



• to no humaneslock 



We owe this fierce nnkindness, bat the roek» , 
TlMit cloven rock produced thee, by wbote tide 
Nature to recompence the fittal pride 
Of such, stem beauty, placed those healing springs,* 
Which not more help, than that destruction brings. 

One of Wallei^i best pieces on the sriijeet of hit fcrve io the iemtcHMg^ 
Sncharissa, Is, his applicaiioti of the fliory vf Phaebni and Daphne, p. ST. 
edit. 168S. The following mentlMi of our Poet la tHkiea! fnm Jones'! 
BiogiapfaicalDict, 



* The ToDbrtdge Wells. 
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In the cbapel ot Grootn-bndlge are several memorials of the 
ifamily of Packer, ftnd in the windows their arms and quar* 
terings. t* he ehureh of Speldhurst was destroyed by light* 
ning on the ^d of October 1791, and all that it contained 
* which 6oiild become a prey to the tiery element' was re- 
duced to ftn indiscriminate heap of rnins ; it is wotthy of remark 
that the font though left entire, was tnrned np-side. down. 
Orer the porch, which ts described as rery curious, was an 
}|[ntique shield bearing the arms of France, placed there in 
compliment to Charles, Duke of Orleans, a considerable bene* 
factor to thd repairs of the church, as before stated. By aid 
of a brief, the church hfts been restored, though on a much 
imaller scale ; it consistiS only of a nave and chancel. The 
parishioners clldm an exemption of all small tythes whatsoever. 

STAPLEHURST. The village of Staplehurst Is pleasantly 
situated on a ridge of elevated ground, which crosses the pa- 
rish in a direction nearly east and west, and at the distance of 
five miles northward from Cranbrook, the houses lying on the 
iides of the road from thence to Maidstone. The reputed pu- 
^ rity of the air in this neighbourhood has rendered it the occa- 
lional resort of inyatids from different parts of the county, 
particularly from Romney marsh, and the low lands of East 
Rent, who have seldom failed to derive advantage from a tem* 
porary stay at this place. Among the few respectable dweU 

Ft 



Waller (Bdrnqod) ao enyineat Bni^lish poet and political writer, 
ble, above all, for his address in improving and refining the English tongae. 
He wa8 indeed the parent of English verse, and the first who shewed m 
that oar laogoa8;e bad beauty and nnmbers in it( for between what Spenser 
wrote last, and Waller first, there was not mnch above twenty years dis- 
tance ; yet Waller's language, like the money of that time, is as cnrrent 
now as ever; while Spensers words are like old coins, one most go to aa^ 
aotiqnary to undentand their true meaning and value. He was j^oca lfi05| 
and died 168t. '^' * 
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lings in the village, is that belonging to Mr. Watson, Surgeon^ 
-which presents an agreeable and uniform elevation towards the 
street, and forms its most important feature. At the aorth 
end of the village and on the east sidei is the ancient manor 
house of LoDDENDEN, situate in the borough of the saraename, 
the property and residence of Nicholas Toke Usborne^ £sq^ 
in whose famll/ this estate has continued for several genera** 
tions : the old house stands in a small paddock, a short dis^ 
tance from the road, and as seen from thence is a pleasing 
object. On the opposite side of the road, a superior seminary 
for a limited number of young ladies has been established by 
the Misses Tress, on a plan, which we doubt not will meet 
with due encouragement: such an establishment has long been 
a desideratum in these parts, and a more healthy and suitable 
situation could not have been selected for it. A little remo« 
ved from the* above is "7%e Cottuge^^'* it fartcifal thatched resi- 
dence erected within these few years ^^y Jonathdn Griltett^ 
Esq. who still occupies it. 

The manor of Staplehurst, is the property of Sir Horatio^ 
Mann, Bart, who has considerable estates in this neighbour' 
hood. In the time of Edward VI. it belbnged to Sr Henry 
Ifley, wild with his- son William, Were attainted for the re- 
bellion raised by Sir Thomas Wyatt, in the 1st of Queen Ma- 
ry, and their lands forfeited to the crown. The former wai 
executed at Sevenoaks^ by order of that bigoted and sanguina- 
ry Princess. 

In this parish was a free chapel, erected by Hamon de 
Crevequer, invested with several privileges,' and annexed fa 
the manor of Newstet) % but hy an act passed tn the tst of 
Edward VI. thrS chapel with others of a like sort were sup« 
pressed and their revenues seized by the crown : it was not 
long afterwards granted to Sir Edward Wotton, Knight, iof 
whose descendants it continued down to Thomas, Lord Wotton^ 
deceased in,1630^ who^ before hit death, settled it ia marri^^ 
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upon bis eldest daughter and co->heir, married to Henry, Lord 
Stanhope, son and heir of Philip, Earl of Chesterfield. Af- 
ter passing through seteral hands it became in 1730, (by pur- 
chase) the property of Mr. Thomas Mercer, of Hairkhurst, 
and is at present in the possession of his grandson, I. D. 
Mercer, Esq. of the same place. ^^This estate consists of 
two farms, adjoining to each other, called Crreat and L&tie 
Newsted, the latter of which claims an exemption of tythes." 
The church * (dedicated to All Saints) stands a^ the south 
end of the Tillage, and immediately below it the parsonage 

Ff 2 



* ^* The REGtsTsaa of this parish are peculiarly carious, from the many 
lingular entries that appear in them. Most registers were re-copied at 
Elizabeth's accession, that all remains of popery in her sister's reign might 
lie obliterated ; bat the original has here been preserved as well as the 
eopy. Among the pecnliarities are the words *^ whose soul J esu pardon* 
attached to the items of burials : the names of the sponsors at baptism are 
added to the notices of christenings agreeably to Cardinal Pole's injunction; 
and under the date 1555, are several entries of women that have been 

* churched,* Here, too, we find children baptised by ^ Women of good re*' 
porty who, like the Roman catholics, often baptised the infant before the 
birth, and that by the name of * creature ;* an appellation that constantly 
occurs, when a baptism at * Home* is mentioned. It is probable that this 
name was changed either at or. before confirmation ; though there is one 
instance in 1578, of a woman being * married' by her baptismal name of 

* creature.' SM//-&om children are also registered ; and several * Licenses* 
to those who were sick, to ' eat meat in lent,' or for some part of that sea- 
ton. The better to distinguish the diiTerent persons recorded, the respec- 
tive trades are not only given, but also the extraordinary . additions of 
^infanty childy youth y lady wenchy maideny an old innocent maUy a poor 
old nuddeny a poor old wenchy a poor old man with a stiff legy an honest 
wHfOy full of alms and good works ; an honest mauy and good householder; an 
honest matrouy ^c' In the beginning of Elizabeth's reign, such as were 
buried * sine cruets signo ' occur in different items ; and illegitimate children 
are sometimes called the ^children of God!'* Many particulars of the 
parochial ' clergy, ' and of others who occasionally preached here, are also 
recorded. The Rev. Henry Kenty A. M. who was instituted In December, 
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kouse, a siiiaU modern dwelling, pleasi^tlj situated. Tlie 
Conner is an object of some interest, seen at a distance ; but 
which is not increased by a closer inspection, indeed it is alto-« 
gether undeserving the epithet (of handsome) whieb Hasted 
has bestowed on it ; had this expression been applied to th* 
LiTiNG rather, than the Chitrch there Would have beeti 
more of propriety in its application. The present valne of 
this Hying is not less than 11001. perannum« Within tk^ 
walls of this edifice, there is little to tmisae the curious^ 
except the embellUhmenls of the altar which, like these of 
Goudhurst, though not calculated to promote Idolatry, ar# 
yet of sufficient importance to excite attention^ Should 
these things become fashionable, and the innorating spirit of 
Daubing be tolerated, we may soon expect the walls bf ouc 
churches to display all the Tariety of character, exhibited \ik 
the g(dantee sh^w^ and the place itself become a mere exhibition<«. 
room of non^descripts. Were these attempts confined to the 
portraits of Moses and Aaron^ or objects of equal indifference, 
though they might raise a smile, they would do but little 
violence to our feelings : but when a subject like the Cruci-^ 
irixioN is attempted by such handsy we know not which, most 
to despise, the presumption of the painter, or the folly and 
. ignorance of his employers. The chaise of the ohnrch and 
the management of parish affkirs, are generally entrusted to 
men of mean education, and from whom neither taste, or- 
propriety is to be expected, while those above them, from th« 
desire of being freed from the drudgery of parochial business,^ 
are cautious of interfering, and instead of opposing or Qcm* 

1045^ and afterwards deprived by the reifying powers m tiie time of ihm 
commonwealth, died here through the troubles he underwent^ ii^ July, 165(K 
'* The late vicar the Rev, IJarrp Qrove^ was a descendant of tie well known 
unfortunate loyalist of that name» cut off by CrpmwcH *' For some ingeni- 
ou$ observations on the baptism of children before th<Q htrth. S^ StecQ^'a 
Vpjk8„ vol. L. chap. ati. 
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bfttiiig a folly of thU kind, eontent themMlTes witk laiighiii|; 
«t these deeomtlTe fmticies^ without comideriDg that they will 
come in for a share of the general censure, which must follow. 
It is not otp^ted, that every man should be an artist: but it 
may rea«onably be expected, that those who would be thought 
gnstlenen, should be able to distinguish between the works of 
m Michael Angelo, a Titian, or« GuidO| and th« scrry eibrti 
«f « Tillage sign jminten 

feASt SUTTON. This as Hasted observes «is a small, 
parish, and would be but litlle known or frequented was A 
not for the residence of the Filmeu family in it.'* The Til- 
lage, called Chartway street, is situate at the^ northern extre- 
mity of the parish and consists of a few indifferent houses, * 
built chiefly on the southern side of the road, the opposite 
fide being in Bromvield ; it contains beside, two inconsider* 
ible hamlets called Friday and Sunday streets. The church 
occupies nearly the summit of the hi>l, which is here oma- 
inented with considerable quantities of fine timber ; and imme- 
iSiately below the church is East Sutton place which for 
upwards of two centuries has been the seat of the 1>*ilmers', 
Knights and Baronets, Before their removal to this place in 
Ihe reign of James I, they occupied the manor-house cf Little 
Charlton; but the family appear to have been seated at Herst, 
In Otterden parish, as early as the reign of Edward II. O'f 
this family was Sir Robert Filmer, on whom the honor ot 
ICnighthood was conferred by Charles L and who foir h\k 
loyalty and attachment to his persecute mikster, suffered great- 
ly during the civil wars and commotions of those timiBS ; hil 
inanslou having been repeatedly plundered and himself im- 
{)risoned. Be died in 1)6'53. B^ was author of the ^' Patriorchiiy 
or the natural power of Kings ; "'^"Reflections concerning the 
briginal of goveTnment,"**^nd other works in support of m6n« 
archy. After the desease of the eldest son, Edward, who suc<^ 
ceeded to his estates and died at Pari% unmarried, in 1668> th^ 
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second son, Robert, a bamster>at-Iaw, became possessed «f 
them, and in consideration of the sufferings and loyalty of his 
father was created a Baronet (anno 1674). The present 
possessor of this estate is the Rey. Sir Edward Filmer, Bart, 
who succeeded to it on the demise of his brother, Sir BeTer« 
sham Filmer, the latter dying at an advanced age without 
issue. The park is- finely wooded, and from the grounds near 
the house, which stands on the brow of the hill, the riewa 
OTer the Weald are extremely fine ; below is a sheet of water 
contributing much to the beauty of the place. The mansion 
and park were considerably improved and augmented by the^ 
first Baronet, in the reign of Charles II. who also enclosed 
the whole with a stone wall. The church (dedicated to St. 
Peter and St. Paul) is a neat edifice, containing numerous 
memorials of the family of Filmer and others in alliance with 
it: the earliest is that' which records '^the singular industry 
and judgment of Robert Filmer, Esq.* who for the space of 
twenty years was one of the Prothonotaries of our Lady^ 
Queen Elizabeth, of her Common Pleas at Westminster.'' Th« 
brasses of this family have been admirably preserred; the 
most singular is that to the memory of Sir Edward Filmer who 
died in 16^9, it \b within the altar rails, and on it are the por- 
traitures of his wife, himself and his numerous issue,f with 
the respective names oTer each, and at the corners the arms 
and quarterings of himself and wife. The lady of the latQ 
Sir Beversham Filmer, lies buried in a yault between two 
buttresses of the church, and within the small enclosure formed 
by a railing in front between the buttresses, flowers were 
planted agreeable to her request " and kept in exact order by 
the hands of her disconsolate husband. " In the church is 

* He was (he first of the family, settled io this parish, and father oiWot 
Edward Filoter, the purchasier of East Sutton-place and manor. . 

f Nine i^ms and nine dau^ten. 
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to inscription commemoratiTe of the Tirtues and intelleetaal 
endowments of the deceased. 

Th& church of Town Sutton with the ch(^ of East Suttoii 
annexed, were settled by Hendry VIII. on the dean and chap- 
ter of Rochester) with whom they still remain* The Filmers 
haTe for many years held the lease of the parsonage^ 

SUTTON VALENCE, OR TOWN SUTTON, was prior 
tb the (Conquest among tli^ possessions of Leofwine brother of 
Ring Hafold, who with that monarch fell at the fatal battle of 
Hastings. On the accession of William, a grant of it under 
the appellation of Sudtond was made by him to Odo Bishop 
of Baieiix, his maternal brother, but the name of VALfeNCE by 
'v^hich it is nOW commonly known, it acquired sdys Philipott 
**flrom owning William de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, to 
be the Lord of th^ fee, who certainly instituted that Castle^ 
that now, even in its relics and fragnients, with much of ven- 
erable magnificence, overlooks the plain.'* * The Castle of 
Suttort stands a little removed from the village eastward, oc- 
cupying a commanding situation oU the brow of the hill, from 
Whence the view southward is extensive and interesting. Its 
remains are strongly characteristic of the times in which it was 
erected, when, "men not daring to rely on the guardianship 
of the laws, were obliged to devote themselves to the service 
of some chieftain, whose orders they followed, even to the 
disturbance of the government, or the injury of their fellow 
citizens." + The walls are more than three feet thick, com- 
posed chiefly of rag-stones and flints, with here and there a 
course of thin bricks or paving tiles; in the sides are loop 
bt>les tit regular distances ; what remains of this once formid- 
able structure, appears to have been the keep, it is mantled 

• Viilare Caotianam, p. SS9. 
f Hume.- 
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with irjy and naarly OTeiigrown with brash wood, Which con<* 
tributes much to its pictaresqae app«trtace> llilbttni^ siip* 
poses the sea to hate fonnerlj flowed tip the rallej below 
Sutton castle, which he conjectures Was btiilt, when it did so, 
but this extratagant supposition, appears to rest onljr on the 
discovery of an anchor, in the neighbourhood, Within th0 
memory of some men living* 

The town, or rather tillage, lies a Uttle below the summit ot 
the hill, near which on the western side is the church, and oit 
the small green adjoining the church-yard, the mapor house t 
below the Tillage and midway down the hill, stands Sutton-* 
place and the parsonage. The former in the reign of Charley 
IL was the residence of Archibald Clenkard, Esq. who ke{kt 
his shrietalty here in the year 1082, and the two succeediuj|. 
years. In this parish a free grammar ichoot was erected in 
1 578, by William Lambe, a gentleman of the chapel to King 
Henry VIII, (and according to Dr. Harris, a great fatorite of 
that monarch) who endowed it with S01« per &nnup to the 
master, and 81. per annum to the usher.' Two €^hibiii(ms ot 
101. each, were giten to St. John's college in Cambridge bjf 
the will of the Ret. Francis Robbins, B. D. for the benefit of 
two scholars educated at this School ; he also bequeathed 31« 
per annum to the poor of the parish. In the tillage are six 
alms houses founded by the abote William Lambe^ with an 
allotment of 101. annually, to be ditided among the pccupierf^ 
who must be natires of the parish. 

The church, situated on the southern declivity of the quarry 
hill, is an irregular pile, but not destitute of interest : its 
tower stands nearly in the ceqtre on the north side and is 
corered with a shingled roof^ as is the greater part of fhf 



• A view of the mins p( ^titton 9^l|fh^ i» giveq as •* frontixptett to tha 
ftth vol. of Hatted's history, 8to. edit Its only recouuneikUtiaiii art its 
age and situation. 
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%oAy of t|t» eliBreb< Jn the window on the north side of th« 
tritiocel lure some trifling rdDttiis of stained glass. 

c. 

TENTERDEN- 

The hundred of^Tenteiden was anciently considered one of 
the seven hundreds and within the jurisdiction of the Justice! 
•f tlie conntjr, bat by Henry VI. on account of the impoTer* 
kfaed state of the port and town of Rye, it was annexed to 
that place and separated from the county of Kent ; it was also 
incorporated by the style of ^^7%e bailiff and^ommonmHie ofth$ 
imon andJumdred of Tenterden^** and invested with the same 
franchises, privileges, and freedoms, enjoyed by the barons ^ 
of the cinque ports before that time, subject however to the 
same' ciaims towards the burUiens and exigencies of that port 
and' town. But in the 42d of Elizabeth, the style of their in* 
corp«fatiOB was ehaoged to ^ TTke Ma^or^ Jurats and tommonm 
«% of the town and hundred of Tenterden^^^ by which it still 
contioues to be governed. * 

Gg 



' * This corpofatioft c<y!(sisis of a mayor, twelve Joints, and as maay 
esmioion eoancilmeii, a diaatberlaia, and town clerk. The mayor is chosM 
jiearly-oa the 29th •f August The original town-hall was burnt down in 
the year 1660, by some prisoners confined in the prison room over it) since 
which (in 1792) a new one has been built adjoining the Woolpack Inn, 
ifhere tbe'pablic business of the corporation is transacted, and which occa- 
sionally i» used as an assembly room. The mayor is coroner of the town and 
hnndred; there is no sheriiT) the commoners must be residents, and are 
chosen by the mayor and two of the Jurats ,• the latter of whom by virtue of 
their office are justices of the peace. They hold sessions of oyer and termi- 
aer, but cannot try treason. In 1785, two men were tried here, convicted 
of btooflary, aad ezecotcd at GnUows-freen. By the fire af the towa-bali ia 
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"^ Aecordhig to PhiUpoftj tiiift pMitCe was fom^rly writtci)^ 
Thein Warden^ ay being th« iirftrd''OCg«at*d<>f4liii FiUidi^lif 
this talley : and supposes it t^i hate been a branch of the 
government of Anderida / whidi howerer he erroneoasly placef 
mi Reding-hilL* 

The country in the immediate Ticinity of the town^ which is 
adtantageonsly situated on the most eletated ground , is 
pleasant, especially on the north and west, the land being a« 
greeably varied with gentle swells^ ajid elDbelliiJied iilth si^e 
few highly ornamental oaks, and other forest treea; bnt whil( 
most contributes to enJiTen the enrirods x)f tins place, is ihe 
great proportion of land under pasture,' and consequent dis« 
play of flocks, and herds ; the grazifog bvalneis being li«ce 
more in esteemtiian an)r other branch of Hoabatrfry. - 

The To^ is not remarkable either. for the regulaiity of 
elegance of its buildings, though it contains tome respectable 
bouses ; the most favorable approach to it, is from Qranbrook 
Or Rolvenden, these two roads uniting just beyond Its western 
extrenkity ; near which on the left is k faurge well buHt house^ 
lateiy the residence of Thonms Blackmore, Esq. Iwt now nn* 
docu(Hed; the houses on tlie.south.side of the town, .are, with 
few exceptions, old and mean to a degree, ill according with 
the reputed wealth of the plaqs; and the idea of wretchedness 
which these alone, are calculated to inspire, i^ much increased 
by the broad waste on the western side of tlia turnpike gate, 
which seems applied to no useful purpose whatever; nalass we 
except the fair that is annually held on this spot ; but which 

1660, the two original charters of this corporatton were destroyed, butaa. 
exemplificatioo of them was obtained in the l^th of his present nuyesty* 

The mayor aod jurats are lords of.tjie royalty, of the court of the baiUwiQ 
of the seven hundreds: and over each of. the six borooffhs into wlkich the 
. parish is divided, a borsholder is yearly chosen. 

• For an 9c$miA9£ ANDBMi^fLf tealbeedkle'JtsvmnifK. . u . 
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perhlpt 18 Hie greatest jal^ace te which it is obnoxious : 
wHuie lami m a town is seldom of any adtaotage to its inhabit 
lants getferafl^y and more tfarely I9 it found to contribute any 
Ihing to tiie beauty or inesipeplability of a place. On the north 
jide of the.sti^e^ the buildin{;s are as opposite in character 99 
aitiiatio% though many of them are shops and the dwellings of 
teadssmAn,. and Jieither- remarkable for size or elegance of de« 
sign, yet have a spruceness of appearance and an air of com* 
|ort whidk easmet fail to please a stranger. On the western 
«de of the turiqiike gate in the town, is, what is called th? 
mtirkei^^ia^y lan old wooden fabric tottering under th§ 
w«ght of years; and adjoining the toll-house, stands the 
j^loii^ bat which is not aaore ornamental than the former. 

The soil of the paHsb ia Tarions, in some parts light an4 
friable on a substratum of sand stone, in others stiff and 
'clayey; and 'bordering on the marshes the surface soil is a 
deep rich mould; it contains but little coppice wood, the 
^principal lying between the town and Smali:.-hithe, a hamlet 
; situated rather more than three miles from the town at the 
•louthem extremity of the parish and close to the old channel 
of the riTer Rother, oter which there is a passage into the Ible 
of Oxney. From the expressions occurring in old writings of 
those infra cppidum and Mra c^dum de Small-hyth^ it ap.- 
pears formerly to have, been a place of some consequence, 
tiiovgh now dwindled ?nto insignificance ; its only remains are 
three or four farm hotises and a few small dwellings Tor cot- 
tagers in the street near the chapel. According to Hasted the 
sea came up to thiai place so lately as the year 1509, as is CTi- 
dent by the power then given of burying in this cbapeUyard the 
1>ddies of those who were ctfst by shipwreck on the shore &( 
the sea infra predictum oppidam de Smalt-h^th; which are the 
Tery words of the facuUy granted for that purpose* 
. The Chapel at this place, in ifhich dlirine service is still 
.^^idnned9.«aa.Jiuiit jan4Jieenaad by faenlty from Archbiahep 

Gg 2 
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Warham* about the year 1500 and was dedicated to St. JohiI 
Baptist. The words of this instrument are somewhat remaric- 
able. ^^ And we WiUiam^ Jrehbishop aforeHiiiiy ofihemjhiiie 
mercy of Almighty God and by ikeauihority of St. Peter and 
St. Paul the apostieij and also qf our patrons Si. A^hage and 
St, Thomas^ remity ^c.** The ehapel is repaired and Biatntain* 
ed out of the rents of lands in this parish and Wittersbam^ 
Tested ill trustees. 

The road from Tenterden to Small*bithe is said to hsTo been 
formerly lined with buildings, especially about that part of it 
known by the name of Broad Tenienieny and to iMiTe been the 
most populous part of the parish^ 

About three miles and a half eastward of Tenterden and oa 
the road from thence to Appiedore, is Reding-street, where 

« Eratmua has given os a great charaeter of this mao» for whom he teem* 
to have entertained a high opinion, as may be presumed from the circnmstance 
alone, of dedicating to hioi his edition of St. Jerome; yet it is difficult to 
reconcile a friendship between two persons of such opposite principles and 
charaeter. The asual boad ^f amity betweea mea, it^ a similaiity of CastMi 
and puniAtB, or at least some afluity of disposition, bat neither of these cap 
be supposed to have operated in this iostaQce. naless we admit the charai;* 
ter of the former to have been too highly drawo^ or that the latter was 
really less exceptionable than from history we are led to infer. ' MTarqaw 
though learned, was a slave to superstition and a fhvorer of priestcraft and 
impostipret rendered vain and artogant by ibitaiM, bis seal became hitaler^ 
ant, and the oppositioa made %fn the ioMlgiaed parity of the sepeealatJYe 
principles he had embraced^ rendered him at oace oroel and iH^fipt; the 
cheat put 09 him by Rasters and the Holy maid of Kent is a sufficient evidence 
qi his superstitious weakness, and the book, of martyrs will amply supply the 
rest. Brasmus en the contrary was not lest remarkable for hh nibanity 
and Iberality of sentiment^ than for his superior gentas and att^meaiti 
courted and carestied by every potent^o in ^rape» it is aat easy to oo^h* 
jecture v^hat could lead hUn hiia to. atta^ so much imgportaoee to. his acqaaip- 
tance with Archbishop Warham \ it is true they held <uie fiiitb in oomm^ 
and in esseatiab their theolo|^ca| opinions might not differ, bat the liberaji 
disposition of the latter, seems 111 salted to the bigoted enthnsiasm of hb 
friend^, in ihcthe-appeart to rise asmii«h lupa^t <e.lmiaa^^OtfalTi<^ 
ia MK^eUectual endown^aiiU., 



Digitized by 



Google 



Jb«rrac¥s have witbin tb^se fev years been esUblisbed,. and 
,wbtcb Phtlipott supposes to have been tbe scke of the ancient 
Anderida. Tbis place it about a mile and a half N. B. «f 
SmalUbitbe, and on tbe borders of tbe inarsb. 

^It ought to be remmnbered to tbe honour of Tentorden^*^ 
aays Dr. Harris, <<tbat many persons of both sexes here begaa 
:to oppose tbe corraptioas and idolatries of tbe church of 
Home, before eirer Luther began to declare against induJgen^ 

:cies: and forty eight persons in and about this iown were 
accused in Archbishop Warham's court on that account ; fifo 
of whom.; Tiz. four men and one woman, were condemued.to 

\tbe flames, and no doubt executed ; for no pardon appeaxa 
upfm records" 

Of the persons who suffered martyrdom in the time of Arcl^ 
bishop Warfaam, only two are named as belonging to this 
place, Tix. William Carder, a weaver, and Agnes Grebil^ a 
woman of about sixty years of age, who being conTened, de- 
nied what was alledged against her, yet was condenmed, and 

.that, on the evidence of her husband, and her two sons, who, 
(it ia obserred) through fear, were put upon deposiiig theae 
things against her!!. They suffered together with William 

. Harrison of Balden, and Edward Walker of Maidstone. 
But before this time it appears that John Waddon, a Priest 

.#f Tenlerden, being apprehended byrirtue of a commission 
from King Henry .VI. directed to the gao] keeper of Celche5« 

>ter, to seize and Arrest all persons suspected of heresy, was 
committed to the eastle of Framingham, in Sussex; and h%» 

.'vii^ been cruelly liat^dled to make him recaot, butia Yat% 

. was fttJength burnt at Norwich* 

The last on record as having suffered nfartyrdom, belougiiig 
to this j^ace, is John Lomas, a young man, who (with Agnea 
Snotb of Smarden, Anne Albright, Joan Sole, and Joan C%%^ 
iber> was burnt at Centerbury, January 31st, 1556, aud Ia 

ttbe UI. of Que^ft Maiy, . 



Digitized by 



Google 



^K38 nnYntBicii* 



^ Oa the day of the grett earthquake ct li^cm, (Notember 
'ivif 1755) between ten tnd eleven e'Ctock ib the forenoofiy 
fevei-al pondi In this parith end neighhonrhood without any 
sensible motion of the earth, 'were greatly agfkated, the water 
*bf them being forced up the banks with great yiolence, tteU 
4tlDg and foaming with a neiie -aimUer to the coming in4>f the 
tide, BO 'at te terrify many who were near them; «oime dC 
•^eie waters fiowed^up three times in this manner, others elf. 
HSled reuiid Into eddies, absoitiing leates, sticks, Ibc. and It 
"Was dbserred that enty those ponds were affect^, that wene 
iRippliisd by springs. 

- The l^ir held annnally at thir))laoe is on the^rst Monday 
in May, for cattle, wool, &c. and is generally well attefl« 
•ded. 

V Of the prineipal ^estates in ^i» pafiish, the prescribed limiis 
iof the ^present work wili atiosw bat Uttle more tham a bai^ 
menllen« « 

UMwr PtACtf was formei^y of senie nete^ Init now redtk'- 
eed to a farm boose, hs sitnatidti is at the north west end df 
Ifae lowh* It is the imyperty of #ir Bdwanrd Hales, ftirt. 
* Il£RNOE!)ir, or mote property Herondm^ as '^m&y .be jlresti* 
med from the arms of its former ewneie, was eiiice an estate of 
^considerable inagnttede, but loQg srnte dittded. lik pt^ci* 
•'pal owners iif "p resent are TeVemlah Cartels^ Sm). of IPentM* 
^e«, add Edward Jercimidh Oarteis, Esq. of Winddfll^iilU 
' PitTX.£s^£K, er as it was undefltry written Pilf^sd^n, is 
•« taiati^r ia thifr patish^ Which bad owners ^ tea$iHiidble note 
Jnfr)r6i^tim08;' among tb««f arelb^ fellotrlngy^SIr Bdward 
Guldeford, Warden of the chique porlt ; ^r John Sttdlef ^ 
9Nated fiuke of Northumberland ; Sir 'Thomas €rdttWell7 af- 
ciern^rds Earl ef Bssex^ the. latter of ^hom^piissed it by sale 
-4e K^gUlenfy Vlfl* %rA in theUtnds c)ithe<»r<rwn]rrattaitt-. 
-lid' ufttil the 7th <^f Sdward Vi. whb in that^year gmmted It^ 
with the pond of water^ wear and fisl(ary;^ with ihe do¥e4ieiiie 
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behmglng to it$ aad all iU ftj^pwrtetM^Bees, to Sir Jpbn 9tkf r;* 
one of hit priry coudcU, and of tbe fiimiljr of -JBakert of Sia^ 
tinghurst. At ia now become ik9 property, of Mr. BUckiii.ort* 
The resMene^ attacM ito this manor i& «itQat€»d ncAr tho w^i^ 
ond of the town. 

. LioBTs, ancrentiiy called Lights No^mien^ it a small ma* 
nor, which with -Eotf \^i&er«fufan, balooged formerly, pa|t\f 
to a chantry* founded In this parish^ and partly io the mttnoif 
of Brooke near Wye, which was among the possessions of 
|he piioiy of j Christ-church in Canterb«ty, and so coiittfi.ue4 
until the suppression of those religious establishments in tktf 
time of Henry VHI. when by that monarch these manors were 
granted to Sir John Baker, his Attorney GeneraL The formtef 
is now the property of Thomas Weston, £sq. aiid the latter 
of Robert Cartels, Esq. 

> FiiicuBBN, an estate situate at Leigh green, was fomerljr 
io the possession of a family of the same name, of whom WiU 
liam de Fyncheden was chief Justice of the King's Bench, ta 
the 45th year of Edward III. though hb name in some old: law 
books^ is written contractedly Finch. The present owner is 
Robeft Goddesi^ Esq. a banker in this town« 

Elasoivocn, formerly parcel of the manor of FriSiy in 
Betfaersden, and anciently part of the pos^ssions of the famil|r> 
, of Mayney, is now the property of Sir Edward Hales, Bart, 

.Tub Mavors of GoniMcif avu Morgibd, are situated iit 
the south- west part of the parish, and were formerly part of 
the possessions of the ^udWrr lamiiy. lutba^reigu of He^yx 



• "This chapel or chantry ofLightt^ says Dr. Harris, ** I believe ma 
formerly a little churchy and b so described in the old maps ; and in Du^^ 
tale*t map of Romney marsh is called Smatt Light; and now Smalt HitTu in 
aymondson*s map.*' Hist, of Kent, p. SI 2^ Bnt the doctor is here eTi- 
dently in error, mi&taking and confounding the chapel of SmalUhithe with' 
the cAan^ry 6pok<*n of above, of which it is not probable there were any 
remains in bis time, as the scite of it it now matter of conjecltare iHone, 
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TI. these estates were pnrehased fdr tke endoWntent df a elulai 
trj in the Cathedral of St. Paul, London^ founded hj the 
efteetiters of Walter Shiryngton clerk, and whidh after him 
ilvti9 called Shiryngton's Chtmiry: on its svppression in the 1st 
of Edward Vi. these manors became the property of the 
crown and Wfere soon afterwards granted ii^ Sir Miles Partridge, 
to hold in capite by Knight's service* They were subsequent" 
ly in the family of Colepepper, and are sud to have been the 
last of the once extensiTe possessions of that family in this 
county. In 1781 they were alienated to the present owner^ 
Mr. Richard Curteis. 

KcNCBiLt was formerly the property of the family of Gulden 
ford ; by an heiress of which it was carried in marriage to Si^ 
John Dudley, Duke of Nortbnmberland. In 1687 it waa 
purchased by Mr. John Mantell, grazier, of Tenterden, ^^ who 
was one of the instances " says Hasted ^^of the quick accumu- 
lation of riches from Romney marsh ; for in fourteen years he 
had acquired su^cient to become the purchaser of this and 
Other estates, which rented at 8001. per annum." 

The church (dedicated to Sv. Milojueb) consists of two 
aisles and three chancels, but excepting the tower «t the wesi 
end, lias no claims to architectural beauty, or eren respecta- 
bility of appearance ; yet, the meanness of the one part serres^ 
by the force of contrast to display to more advantage the 
beauties of the other. The observation frequently applied to 
Man and Wife, will strictly attach to the parts of this builds 
ing; 9' though joined^ tbejy are.. not Matched. ^^ The. onO 
is singularly elegant, and the other by comparison, mean and 
contemptible. The tower or steeple,* which from its elevated 

* Not many years since, a beacon attached to a piece of timber abonl 
eight feet in length, was remaining on this steeple ; it is described as^an iron 
kettle, with a ring or hoop of the same metal ronnd the upper part of il, 
and which had been enlaigcd !>y such tt&eaos for the puipose of holding move 
coals, rosifij Sk, 
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intiictioD, i« seea to ida«h adTftnta^^ jfor maBy miles to&nd, 11 
tendered inore nbtorioad by the unfeiand^ and absard 
^tories*^ with trbieh it ii tonn^ct^^ tkaa by any intrinsic 
heaxity ia tlie iMulding Itself, and while many are led to view it 



• The following is Kin>iirne*8 ^fation, (snir. p. S^S) '* In the tfine »f 
klni^ Edward the €kmfes9or, Earl Godwiae had a gresH deal of laiftd in East 
kent, near the Isle of Thinet; and thh was defended from the sea by £ 
great waftt, and biieafkie (A. D. 1^09) the possession ^the aSVbof of St. Ans* 
tins, ia Omterlinry; still iretainlag the name of Godwiiie^i lands. Now thi^ 
abbot being also owner of the pdarsonaj^e of Teaterdea, and having begnnf 
M bnild the fine tower, it took np so mneh of his thonghts, time aad money,* 
ithat He neglected the' care of the walling and fencinfg' against the sea, near 
the Isle of Than^t i and eoffSf^ffnently «a ^ovembfT fhie 3d of that year, 
i099, the sea broke in, overfl<awedaU (he lands, 4ild IKe plaee halft 4hrer 
fliace been knawa by the oanst of &ot^He*s SaAdt,** 

FwMer m his WoHhUx^ p. 6fty saith, ** that a eollecTibn of money td^ 
jfence agaSnsttbe sea ia East Keiit, was ptac«d ia the hands of the bishop of 
kocherter; who ireary/Rrlyappfopria^ed it to the building of th^ steeple; 
wliieh h seens noMy people aa* moch set their hearts apon.** 

And G. Saadys la hi« aotei tfn d^MTg Metamorpbosefi, p. Sdl. n^lafes th^ 
^sttny mndr ia the same way. But ^''TtBtttB tells a^,*^ says Dr. Harris, ^^that' 
(he aneieat name df the plitea ndw eatted? <So<li4rin^s Sands was iK*meai an^ 
thiA it was eaeean idand: bat di^re H ao sneh island mentioned iiv that ac^ 
idbrate emrrey emitained ia DoMeeday book, nor any accoant thfre or else- 
whei'eof any aathbrity of 'Earl Godwiae's having had any snch lands ia 
Bastf Kent* which coold not well have b«en omitted in dnr ancient Writings, 
if it bad beea certainly sOf and as to the name of GodvbfneU SanA% onr 1eam»- 
ed aad jadieiooi Mn Soniner, ia his Romaa Forts and Ports; p. 94. takes it- 
io have been a corruption from the british Ch^ydn^ whieh signifies a soft bat 
j^€t a tenaeiotis sail i and if it ever was «alkd Lom^ay as Twiifs in his book 
4k Hebw AlhiwvkU saith it Was, he thinks that naake might come from the 
ftaitoa £«m, (wbeace anr English Ijtnie) of the same 6if[^n1fieatioo with tha* 
Mtiih OiB^a. And* ifistead of file sea's i^v^rfla#iag it, as is sapposed iw 
the latter «nl of Iting WtHiaoi the 1 1 or the beginning of King Henrys 
the 1. Mn Samaer jadges, that it was i^ttiei^ Ufi >ir« and deM6rri€ 
bf the Bca, i» that great iaahdation; Which di^#ileda greit part o^ Flaa^ 
ieNi aoil tile low couatrifii abeat that timei (Gerald; ItkiL) aad tboi^ ar 
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as an object of curiosity, Connected with these idle tales, none 
have taken the smallest pains to place its merits and its claims 
to attention on a more solid and reasonable foundation. To 

lint, or all at once, it might not become a very danj^erons shdal, yet it 
might easily grow to be so by degrees, and become worse and worse, by 
those inundations being continued in the low countries. 1 can't therefore, 
you see, agree, that the rea!>ons given by KUbume^ Fuller, Sfc, for the rise 
of that proverb, That Tenterden Steeple was the cause of the riseofCrodwine** 
Sands j and I think that no one that sees it, will conclude diat the tower it* 
self is of so ancient a date ; it must therefore pass as it hath done fiir an ex^ 
travagant saying; which perhaps was only brought in, to expose some 
forced cohsequence in reasoning : by which a man might say, you may a$ 
well tea me that the building of Tenterden Steeple was the cause of Ctodwine*» 
ShndSf as that your conclusion can be inferred from those premises,** 

To the preceding may be added the following from the dialogues of Sir 
Thomas More, from which it appears, this poor Steeple has been accused of 
further mischief, of having occasioned the decay of Sandwich Hatkw. At 
an assembly of *'old foll( of the countre," says this author, '*they began 
fyrst to ensearche what thinge had been the occasion tliat so good a haven 
was in so few yerys so soore decayed," &c. At length, as *dyvera men 
alledged dyvers causes,* *4bere started up one good old father, and said, 
ye maysters, say every man what he wyll, cha (I have) marked this matter 
as well as sum other, and by I wote how it waxed nongfate well 

ynoughte : for I kdew good, I have marked, so chave when it began to war 
wors.' — 7—^* And what bath hurt it good &ther?* qaod those gentlemcm^ 
'Bymyfayth, Maysters,' quod he, 'yonder same Tenterden stepell, and. 
nothyng ellys, that, by the masse, sbolde *twereafayrefysh»pole/ *Why^ 
hath the stepdl hurt the haven, good father?' qnod they. *Nay, byV 
tady, Maysters,' quod he, yeh cannot tell you well why, but ehote well yt 

hath : for by 1 knew that a good haven tyH the stepell was bylded/. 

and by the Mary masse, cha marked yt never throve synnys/' 

Having collected thn» much, it may now be proper to examfne^ what 
degree of truths d€»es, or may possibly attach to these relations. The story 
given by Kilbume, (though that which is best known and on which the,, 
^gar proverb is principally grounded), is really too ridiculoas and absurd 
to deserve much of our notice. That the flats now called Oodwine Sands 
were ever enclosed and under cnliivatiQn, cannot fairly be presumed fmm 
any evidence, that can be biougbt in fovor of the sopposittoni on the contra* ' 
ryi there is mnch noK reason, even from the ajilhorities quoted above, t^^on-t 
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the antiquary it is valuable as a specimen of the refined taste 
and ingenuity of the times in which it was raised ; alid to the 
artist it is not less valuable, on account of its pleasing outline 

H h 2 



elude, that these shoals have rather been thrown np by the sea, than snatch* 
«d by iu inroads from the main land. Be this as it may, it is certain, that 
if the ittondatiott which is said to have occasioned this mischief did 
really occor, and at the time mentioned by Kilbamei (1099) still it could 
have had no concern whatever with this steeple^ which is of mnch more re- 
cent date, as must on the slightest inspection be evident to any one at all 
Conversant with the architecture of the middle ages: bat lest this assertion 
should be supposed to rest on no sufficient foundation, it will not be irrele* 
vant to our purpose, in order to remove objections, to offer in this place a 
brief sketch of that style of architecture to which this strnctnre belongs, and 
which (though very improperly), is called Gothic 

The style of architecture in use in England for some ages prior to the 
conquest, and about a century subsequent to that period, was the Saxon, an 
uncouth imitation of the Roman manner, whose chief characteristics were 
its semicircular arches and massive pillars. This slyle was not wholly laid 
aside until the reign of Henry III. though the pointed arch^ the chief pecu- 
liarity of the modern style of building, was known and had keen partially in- 
troduced into our religious edifices as early as the reign of the former Henry 
II. in whose time the west end of the Old Temple church, London, was built, 
and in which the earliest specimen, perhaps, of this innovation is to be found, 
if we except the »inall sharp pointed windows formed by the interlacing of tl^ 
range of semicircular arches in the church of St. Cross, at Winchester, e- 
rected by De Blots, in the reign of King Stephen, and to which is ascribed 
the ar^^tnof this style. But though the pointed arch had been thus early in- 
troduced, the numerous peculiarities of gothic architecture, which marked 
its progress in after timesf and now serve to stamp the date of particular 
structures with tolerable precision, affix to Tenteroew SrEapLB a much 
more recent date. Before the reign of Edward I. the ramified windoic^ 
one distingu'ishing characteristic of the absolute gothic was not in use, nor 
the canopy or weathering placed over the external openings of buildings 
of this kind, erected after that time^ it is therefore certain that the buil- 
ding of Tenterden steeple, could not have taken pla«e, at any time prior to 
the reign of Edward I. presuming on the above premises only; but when 
t^e take into account, the elegance of its outline, the delicacy of its moul- 
dings, and its pinades enriched with crockets, and finial<i, &c. there eaa 
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and the interest k mddn to the genentl scenerj of tkt^ pert of 
the Weald. In the tower are eight hells^ and a set of qufsjcal 

chime«» 

in the. ehirrdi, which coBtatna nmnerons loefnoriftTs of the. 
fenner inhabitants of the place, was anciently a celebrated^ 
altar dedicated tp St. John the Baptist ; and in the sxch of the. 
doorwaj going into the belt loft, a noied dpopping^ ^'*^9 ^^^ 
which has ceased to drop for many years. ^^By the dropping 
of it, part of a stone, or two stones rather, were carried off,, 
leafing a considerable rift or hollo vir where the stones were. 
Reined. Upon the water drying in 1720, where it fell un« 
derneath, the stone hardened ajnd grew slippery, being proba*. 
biy of the natnre of the stelactical water in the peak of- 
Derbyshire, at Pools-hole.'^ (Kasted). 

Thomas P^tlesden, Esq. by will in 146^ appears to haxe>, 
been buried in the chancel of. St. Catherine, and gave one. hun- 
dred mares to the steeple here^ to he paid out of his land, &c.. 
is long as It was a werking* 

"The church of Ten terden was part of the antient posses-^^ 
sions of the monastery of St. Augustine, to which it was. 
appropriated in 1259 on condition of a proper portion being 
assigned for the maintenance of a perpeti^il yicar of it; and 
the official of the Archbishop, ou an inquisition concerning 
l^is Ticarage,. made his return that it then consisted in all, 

\t ^a fiesitatio^ in pXm^. it as Tow dova 9/i tbe rei^ of Hciirj Yl, «il4 
Ihib conclusion is strengthened and indeed eon6rmedby tlie legacy of TboDia|k 
Petles>den above recited; and will at the sanie time hwifkg Uie glory a| 
Sandwich Haten much more withia the pale of probability^ tbaa the for* 
wer, as t» the Gooownr Sands, rebue^ by l^ilborae. 

Becaase the arms of SjU Augostiae's monastery to which (bi« djiaMi waa 
appropriated in the reign of Henry HI. (1259) are to be found on this stee<^ 
pie, it has been concluded by some tha£ it most have beca erected, in thai, 
rei^D, but this by no iiifaos folly w^, for though they becsune possessed ot. 
this chnrch at the time mentioned,, it should be remembered that.it remained^ 
with that monastery until its dissolution in the 30th of Henry Vill. 
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tythes, obTentioni and obUtions bdovgthf to tke drorcli; coci^ 
fept the tytlneii of 9lieaTe«^ ^om and liay, of which Utter the 
Ticar should receWe yearly four loads from the abbot and 
f»D?ent, and that it was thfa f alued at eighteaii marci and 
|Eiortt per anniimu^' 

With the abbey of 8t. Angustine thb chsrcfa ooBtinn«d niw 
til the general sappression of i^ligions houie«y when witk 
Ihe manor appendant it came into the handf of thft crown and 
in tl^e SSd of Henry VIII. they were settled on the dean and 
chapter of Canterbury. Sir Edward Hales, Bart, is the lessee 
9C the. p9^riK>oagey in which family it has continued since thei 
fear 1^40.9 b^it thfi adronrson of the vicarage is held by the 
dean and chapter* 

A modus hf^ be^a ettablislied in this i^iali^ hi the lieu of 
|s^ tythes. 

TUBELEY, which in Domesday is written Tiveiele, an^ 
In the TexttiA RoJ^emi^f Thudeliii lies between the parishea, 
of Capel and Tnnbridge, and b a place biLt little known ot 
frequented, in appearance i^t differs but little from the^djoin« 
|ng pari^ qi Cape], of which a description has already been^ 
giren in a former part o{ the work, and to if hich it is only 
necessary to refer. The Tillage and church are. placed near 
the Qoi^thern boundary of it, and a little remoted nouthward 
is a small hamlet called CaooKBunsx; but neither this, latter 
or the tiilfege itself contains any thing w:orthy of pellicular 
notice. The soil here is generally moist, and though of hea« 
^y tillage, well adapted to the growth of wheat^ as also to 
the production of large Timber, especially of Oak* The roada 
Vi thi^ neighbourhood^ a^re, the greater part of the year^ Terjp 
iiidiffereiit. 

Tudeley formed part of the Tast possessions, with which 
William the Conquerer, enriched his half brother Odo,* Bishop, 

* Odo half brother to William the Conqneror^ wai Bishop of BaleiEK^ 
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of Baieux, afterwards created Earl of Kent. In the Survej 
of Domesda^r, under the general title of his lands, it is thus 
entered : 

In Waehek$ion hundred^ Richard de Tonbridge holds of the 
Bishop of Baieux Tivedele» It was taxed at one suling* 

The arable land is one carucate^ and there is 

in demesne^ and a churchy and wood for the panage of two hogs* 
It is and was worth fifteen shillings* Eddeva held it of the 
King* 

The Surrey of Domesday was taken about the year 1080 
and on the disgrace of the Bishop which happened within four 
years afterwards, the whole of his possessions, were seized 
by the King. 

The principal manor in this parish is Badsell which for- 
merly was in the possession of a family of the same surname ; 
from them it descended to the Stidulfs and subsequently to 
the Fanes ; the first of whom Richard Fane, Esq. of Tudeley, 
died possessed of it in the 32d year of Henry the VIII. and lies 
buried cin the chapel of this church, which he caused to foe 
made. The Fanes were afterwards Earls of Westmoreland, 

and the first Earl of Kent of Norman blood ; he took arms against his 
nephew Willuun Rufiis, in behalf of his brother Robert; and being made 
prisoner upon the surrender of the castle of Rochester, was confiscated and 
banished by the King. Speed's chron. and Cam. Brit. 
. Odo was joined In this conspiracy by his broAier Robert, Earl of Mob* 
taijpie, and several other nobles, partly from envy of the growing powe^ 
and influence of Lan franc and partly from the conviction that it would not 
long be in their power to preserve their allegiance to two masters. And 
concluding^ that under the present arrangement they must necessarily resign 
either (heir ancient patrimony or their new acquisitions, they readily en- 
gaged in a formal conspiracy to dethrone the King. Odo and his brother 
seized the fortresses of Pevensey and Rochester, but the King knowing. the 
danger of delay immediately invested these places and successively reduced 
them by famine. At the instance of the Karl of Chester and others he was 
prevailed on to spare the lives of the rebels, but confii>cated all their estate* 
and banihhed them the kingdom. 
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and in this family Badsell continued down to John Fane, Earl 
of Westmoreland who died in 1762, by the limitations of whose 
will, Badsell nith the rest of his Kentish estates came into 
the possession of the Right Hon* Thomas Lord le Despencer; 

KiPPiNGS Cross, was ancientl} and for many hundred years 
(according to Harris) the inheritance and seat of a family 
of the name of Kipping, which were famous at Brenchley, as 
well as at this place. But in the reign of King Charles I< 
it ended in two daughters, who both married into the family 
of DarelL 

The church (dedicated to All Saints) was almost wholly 
rebuilt a few years since. It comprises a nave and chancel, and 
has at the west end a square brick tower, in which' are three 
bells. On the north side of the chancel stands an -altar tomb, 
with three ionic columns, supporting a regular entablature. 
The parsonage, (a small genteel residence now building 
by the Hon. W. J. Stapleton, the present ricar,) stands a 
little removed from the church westward. 

The patronage of this church, was about the year 1239, givea 
by Richard de Theudele, and others the then patrons of it, to 
the prior and canons of Junb ridge. This grant was confirmed 
by the Bishop, with licence to appropriate it to their own use,. 
On the death or resignation of John, then rector of it, and in 
the mean time that they should receive yearly half a marc 
from it: but the vicarage was not endowed till the year 1398* 

On the suppression of the lesser monasteries, the appropri- 
ation and advowson of this vicarage, as part of the possessions 
of the priory of Tunbridge, were granted to Cardinal Wolsey 
towards the endowment of his college at Oxford, but did 
not long remain with the college, as on the disgrace of the 
Cardinal in 1529, they again reverted to the crown, and in 
£he 1st year of the reign of Edward VI. were granted to Sir 
Walter Hendley, at the yearly rent of 6s. 3d|, to hold in 
t<ipite by Knight's service. By Helen, second daughter of Sir 
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IValtir Httadley, the piirtoiiage itad advowson of Tudel^ w^ 
carrM in inarriage to Sir Thomas Fane of Borston in Huntoai 
in which family it Continued lintil the year 1763, when to^ 
gether with Badsell and fhe wholes olT the Kentish estates of 
John Earl of Westmoreland, thej came by Will, to the Ilight 
Hon. Lord le I^espencer, the present oWner. 

The parbonage pays a fee^farm rent to the croWn bf ttl. ff 4k 
yearly^ 

ttJNBRIDOE 

Is Situated thirty miles S. fi. of London, i^ithln aii i^xten^ 
sire tract called the Ziowif* of Tunbridge, in old latin records 
toiBtricius Leuew de Tunbridge and in the riecords of Oomes-2 
day Leuea Ricardi de Tonebrige; being at the period of that 
fcurvey in the possession of Richard Pitz Gilbert, who had 
Assumed the appellation of ^ Richard de Tonebrige ' On becom- 
fog possessed of this estate. These lands had been wrestea 
from the tee of Canterbury, during the ifacancy that followed 
fhe deposition of Archbishop Sfigand, by the rapaeioiis Odoj 
feshop of Baieux ; but on the promotion of Lanfranc, that in* 
defatigable prelate and ^ rigid defender of the prerogatives of 
liis station' and zealous promoter ot the tnteredts of papacy, 
iVamed and forwarded an earheiit remdnstnince on the encroach* 
tiients of Odo to the King^ then in Normandy^ Who aware 
of the rapacious and impettious disposition of his brother^ 
lieard tie complaint favourably, and immediately ordered li 
to be broiight to trial, n^hich accordingly took place in 107(1 
dii Pennenden heaths t On this occasion the clioq^uetioe o( 



« * The t<wi U derived firoai tlie "ff^rmm^tfmh^ awl slgniiiet aft wiwii ^l 
jnrisdictioD round the castle, diief tuaasieiiy or reltgioiu liowe* to whieh ia 
appertained.* Brayley's UisL of Kent. 

. f Lambarde gives tbo following accoont of the trial b^tWeth LaaftiaiHi. 
and Odo: 
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Lai>franc, aided by the justice of his cause, prerailed against 
the power and influence of his opponent; but as Odo had 
gf yea the town and castle of Tunbridge to his kinsman Rich- 

li 



Odo wit fowid to be of a natan so bnsie, greedie and ambitimn, that he 
moved many tragedies within this realme, and was in the end throweo from 
the stage, and dmen into Normandie. Dnving bis abode in Kent, he so 
iacroadied upon tbe lands and privileges of the Archbishopricke of Canterw 
bary, and Btshopricke of Rochester, that Lanfranc (being piomoted. to that 
«ee of dignitie, and finding the want) complained to the King, and obtained, 
(hat with his good pleasnise they might make trial of their right with him. To 
the which endalso, the same King gave commistsion to Goifirid(then Bishop 
of Constance in Normandie) to represent his own person, for hearing of the 
coatrovenie: caused Egelric, tbe Bishop of Chichester, (an aged .man, 
sipgulariy commended for his skill in the laws and eustomes of tbe realme), 
to be brought thether in a wagon, for his assistance in counsell; oommanded 
Haymo (the Sheriffe of Kent) to sommon the whole countie to give in evi- 
dence ; and charged Odo, his brother, to be present at such time and place at 
should be notified unto him. Plnnenden heath (lying almost in the midst of 
the shyre, and therefore very indifferent for the assembly of the whole 
countie) was the appointed place, and theveunto not only the whole num« 
ber of the moste expert men of this Shyre, but of sundry ether countries alM>, 
came in great freqiieocie, and spent three whole days in debate of these 
Bishops^ controversies, concluding in the end, that Lanfranc and the Bishop 
of Rochester, should be restored to tbe possession of Detling, Stoce, Pres* 
ton, Danituoe, and sundrie other lands that Odo had withholden: and 
that neytber tbe Earl of Kent, nor the King himself, had right to claim 
any thing in any of the landes of the Archbishop, saving only these three 
oastomes, which coocerne the King's highe waies that leade frbm one citie 
to another: that is to say, that if any of the Archbishop's teaaunts should 
digge in saeb a highe way, or fell a tree crosse the same, to the hindrance 
of comon passage, and be taken with the manner, or convinced thereof by 
Lawe, bee should make amendes to tbe King therefore. And likewise 
when he did commit bk>od-stied, man-«laughter, or any other criminal of* 
lence in such a way, and were deprehended doing the fault, that the a^ 
mends thereof belonged to the King also: but in this latter case, if hee 
were not taken with the manner, but departed without pledge taken of him* 
that theo the trial and the amends, perteiaed to the Archbishop biawelf; and 
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ard Fits Gilbert, who was unwilling to resign them to the 
Archbishdp, n compromise was entered into through the media-' 
tion of the King, by which the Archbishop receiyed in lieu of 
these possessions the castle and demesnes of Brionne in Nor- 
mandy, of which Fitz Gilbert was Earl.* The expedient 
adopted on this occasion to satisfy both parties, was, to girt 
the demesnes of Brionne with a string and apply the same to 
the lands round the castle, of Tunbridge. Though there is 
reason to betieTe this fortress was not erected prior to th« 
Domesday Surrey, it is evident it must faaveltmen built shortly 
after, as on the death of the Conqueror, Richard d^ Tonbridge 
haying faTored the cause of Robert (eldest son of the deceased 
monarch) was besieged in his castle of Tunbriilge by VVilliani 
Bufus, and on its surrender, swore a.llegiance to the young 
King. This nobleman fell at length in the defence of the 
lisurper Stephen, in Wales, and was succeeded in his English 
possessions by Gilbert de Tonbridge, ^hose eldest son and 
successor (Richard) assumed the surname of Clare, and was 
the first of his family on whom the Earldom of Hertford was 
conferred. His Second brother was created Earl of Pembroke, 
iti the Sd y^r of King Stephen; and Walter, another brother, 
was foundlBr of the abbey of Tintern, in Wales. The above 
Richard, Earl of Clare, founded the priory of Tunbridge for 
monks of the premonstrateastan order, and dedicated it to St» 



that t&c King had not to medle tHefciwitb. On the other side riiio, they 
agreed, that the Archbishop had many priTileges thronghont all thelandes of 
the King, and of the Earle, as namely, the amerciament of bloodshed 
Arom snch tithe as they cease to say Alleluia in the church service, tiU the 
octaves of Easter; and at the least one half of eterie amerciament due for 
tii<ennla»rfiilbegittiagofdiildren. Per. p. 178. edit. 1570. 

* The above rests on the' aothorities of D*jgda]e and Hasted, hot the 
drcnmstance b differently related both a» to time and person» by Lambardir- 
jn his peramb. of Kent, p. 329 and 330. 
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Mary Magdalen;* his ton Gilbert gave UkB church of Tone* 
bHdge to the monks of Lewes, in ^nssex ; and Roger his bro* 
ther was also a liberal benefactor to the cleigj ; facts among 
others, which shew the consideration in which the cleigy iNrtt 
held in these times, and the influence thej had acquired o?e» 
the minds and conduct of men. In the person of Gilbert da 
Clare, (grandson of the aboye Roger) the Earldoms of Glo«« 
cester and Hertford were united, and continued with his de» 
scendants until the reign of Bdward II. wh^n hj the death of 
Gilbert de Clare, in the 7th year of that reign, without U8U«| 
the titles became extinct and a partition of his estates was made 
between his three sisters, his coheirs. + 

^^ A constant contest subsisted between theie potent diifslV 
tains and the see of Canterbury, from the time of that hangh* 
ty prelate Becket, until the rei^n of Henry III. when an 
accord was made; by which it was agreed, that the Etrls 
of Clare and Gloucester should hol4 TunbridgeSAd its 
Lowy by the. grand sergeantcy of being chief boHets and 
high stewards at the instalment of the metropolitans^ «ad 
grant them wardship of their children. Whenerer one of them 
attended upon the solemnization of inthronlzation, he was to 
recetTe, for the service of steward, seven robes oS scarlet^ 

119 

• ** Richard de Clare, by his foandatloa-charter to this priory situated 
within'his manor of Tonebrigge, gave to the canons regular In it, ten marcs, 
to be reeeived yearly from bis manor of Tonebri|^, and 51s. and ihl. to 
be i^eeived liom all the ossorlt, old as weU as new, of bis tepid, qillfd 
Oeoaemaaaes-brock, in Yalding, and likewise yearly one hondred ai)d 
twenty bogs in his forest of Tunbridge, free from pannage; and that the 
canons should have two honies (swnnuarioM) every day, to carry the dead* 
wood home to them, from out of his woods nearest and most convenient to 
tiwm; and one sts^ yearly to be taken by the £arl*s men." > Bastsdl Hist. 
vol. V. p. 838. 

f He fell at the battle of Bannocksbonme, near Strivdin, While ^ony- 
naading the vanguard of the King's array, and was boiied In tiM Abbey* 
lofXewJubaiy* 
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thirty gallons of wine, fifty pounds of wax for the use of his 
own lights, on the feast, the liyery of hay and corn for eighty 
horses for two nights, and the dishes and salts which should be 
placed before the prelate at the first course of the feast; and 
when the nobleman should take his leave, entertainment for 
three days, at the expense of the Archbishop and his succes- 
8ors, at their nearest manors by the four quarters of Kent, 
wheresoever the peer should make his election, so that he did 
not go thither with more than fifty horse ; and when the castle 
went into the hands of the Stafford family, we find that these 
•ervices were retained ; but instead of provisions, it was, in 
the fourteenth century, both to the De Clares and the Staffords, 
compounded for a sum of money, generally two hundred 
narks, and the silver-gilt cup with which the Earl should 
•erve before the Archbishop. So late as the reign of Henry 
VIIL we find Edward, Duke of Buckingham, executing in 
person the office of Steward at the inthrbnization of Arch* 
bishop Warham; and the l)utler8hip by his deputy, Sir 
Thomas Bouchier. These are traits of character in our history 
that may be deemed worthy preservation^ as they mark the 
customs of former periods. 

^^Tnnbridge castle was alternately the scene of war, and the 
abode of pleasure, but ever of consequence. Gilbert sur- 
named Rufns, Earl of Clare, Gloucester and Hertford, join* 
iiig the rebellious Barons against their sovereign Henry III. 
was besieged by prince Edward, the King's son, during whiph 
the garrison set fire to and burnt the town, to prevent its being 
useful to the Prince; who^ however, took the castle, and the 
Countess of Gloucester, but gave her liberty : he nevertheless 
put a garrison in the castle. Some time afterwards, Gilbert, 
convinced of the badness of the cause in which he was engag- 
ed, joined the royal standard; and in reward for his returning 
loyalty, received again the possession of this castle. Here it 
was that he entertained Edward, then become his sovereign, 
upon his return from F^estine. The reception was splendid ; 
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and though the King uras desirous of reaching his capital, yet 
he remained here many days ; and so acceptable ^d he become 
to the King, that, baring diTofced his wife for her ill con* 
duct, Edward gave him his own daughter,- Joan of Acres; 
who, as part of her jointure, had this castle settled upon her, 
which she made the place of her residence in her widowhoodi 
and on her second marriage, with Ralph de Monthermer, a 
private gentleman in her senrice, whose presumption la 
mariying a Princess, at first drew upon him the vengeance of 
offended majesty ; but by the intercession of the Bbhop of I>ur« 
ham, Edward received him into favor ; and. his merit was such, 
that he obtained his confidence and affection : from this second 
alliance, have descended many noble houses. We must here 
observe, that Prince Edwardj afterwards Edward II. also re- 
sided at Tunbridge in the ^M year of his father's reign, when 
he was left supreme governor of the kingdom, whilst the elder 
Edward was in Flanders. 

^^Upon the d^th of Gilbert de Clare, the last Earl of 
Gloucester of this family, in the partition of his vast estates to 
his three sisters and co-heirs, Tunbridge castle and manor 
came to Hugh de Audley, in right of his wife Margaret, the 
second of them, till joining with some discontented Barons, 
this castle was seized by Edward II. who made Bartholomew 
de Badlesmere, governor: but he also traiterously joining the 
malecontents, gave the custody of it to Henry de Cobham, 
whose deputy Crevequer, intending to follow the standard of 
revolt, and deliver up his charge to the rebels, was ordered to 
l>e hanged, and this castle, the scene of his treason to be razed 
to the ground : it fortunately escaped, having been one of the 
four which Edward soon after fixed upon as safe receptacles to 
deposit the records and charters of the kingdom in; and in the 
following reign, Hugh de Audley was r^satored to favor, had 
the Earldom of Gloucester in right of his marriage given him, 
and was permitted to re-enjoy this castle. Maigaret his only 
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dMghter, took the caatle'and manor of Tanbridgi* to Ralph 
Lord Stafford, created Earl of Stafford, and elected Knight 
of the Garter, who died here. Hit destendaDti rote to a 
raak that eclipsed erery other subject, having the Earldoms of 
Buckingham, Hereford, Stafford, Northampton and Perch, 
with many Baronies vested in them, and at length were raised 
to ducal honors, and .made hereditary constables of England. 
This eastle was afterwards forfeited to the crown at the ruin 
of the last Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, when this family, 
ereiy way so great, fell, to rise no more."* 

^^The ^castle and manor of Tunbridge, with its appendages, 
thus coming to the crown by the attainder of the Duke of 
Buckingham, remained during that reign in the King's hands, 
(Henry VIII). and till King Edward VI. in his 4th year, 
granted them to John Dudley, Earl of Warwick, among o* 
ther premises, by the description of his lordship, manor and 
castle of Tunbridge, and his, two parks, called the Posterne 
and Cage (the former being situated southw^'rd, and the latter 
northward of the town) and his forests and chases of norths- 
frith and south-frith, with their members and appurtenances, 
to hold in capUe by Knight's seryice ; " + but they were shortly 
after, recouTeyed to the King In exchange for other estates. 
In the succeeding reign, a grant of them was made to Cardinal 
Pole, for his life, and one year after, as he should by will 
determine, but dying intestate oh the very day of the 
Queen's decease (Mary) these estates immediately reyerted to 
the crown, and by Elizabeth in her first year, were granted by 
letters patent to her kinsman Henry Carey, Lord Hunsdon. 
From this family, by marriage, they descended to the Berk'- 
iejfMy who remained possessed of them but a rery short time, 
for in the beginning of the reign of James I. they were by 
purchase become -the property of Sir Peter Vanlore 'a wealthy 

• EaTiroosaf London. Kent, f Hasted. 
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merchmnt,' after the death of whose sob, without male issue,* 
these estates with others, deToWedtohis three daoghtefs, and 
five sisters, agreeable to the will of the former; when after m, 
protracted litigation of nearly thirty years a partition of them 
took place. In the year 1730 the manor,* castle, and part of 
the demesne lands were purchased by John Hooker, Esq. (of a 
family originally from Hampshire), whose son Thomas Hooker, 
Esq. in the year 1703 alienated the whole of this estate to his 
brother in law, William Woodgate, Esq. of Summerhill. 

The remains of TuNBRiDGE CAfiT&Ei' though inconsiderable in 
extent, are still interesting and of much pictui^que hnportance 
in the different views of the town ; they consist chiefly of the 
inner gateway, a quadrangular building in tolerable preserva* 

* A conrt leet and a court baron is regularly held for this manor. There 
were formerly some payments made for castle-j^rd to it i bat they have 
been long stnce dlsosed, a few payments eSKcepted, which seeili to* be made 
fMr encroadMnent OB the lord's waste. IHd* 

•f " The fortifications seem to have consisted of two spacious round towers^ 
of about seventy foet diameter, communicating with each other by a strong 
Irigfa wan of sixty feet, from east to west, these were -united t» the great 
keep on the topaf the mount, the base of which is the circleof aa acra» 
aod had a covered way from it to the gateway of the castle, from which 
there was another covered way over the chapel to the south-east tower* 
The governor's domestic apartments were in the area, parallel to the south 
wall, which overlooks the river, and unites the two towers at the extremi- 
ties of it. . There were formerly three moats which encircled this castle, the 
iancfmostof wMchwas made bya new stream dug for that purpose, now 
the principal one of the Medway, over which was a stone bridge, which 
was joined by a strong broad wall of stone to the south-east Arand tower of 
- those abovementioned, and kept up a large head of water in the moat which 
was between the gateway and the barbican, or watch tower. 'The other 
tWa moats inclosed' the then town of Tunbridge, the outermott of' them had 
a d w w briJ ge ^ver it at the. north end of^the lawn. These maats were «»• 
paMe of being filled or emptied at pleasare, by a huge wear aad bank* 
which extended the space of two miles, towards I^ghe." See AithseaU 
ifol. VI. p. 27. 
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tion flanked by massiTe round towers, a part of the outer 
walUy and the artificial mount on which was the barbican^ or 
watch tower: the walls formerly inclosed six acres of ground. 
Adjoining the entrance^ a residence was begun in the year 1703 
by Mr. Hooker, who before its completion, disposed of his 
right in the estate to his brother in law, as above stated, but 
not before he had given abundant proofs of his contempt of 
feudal grandeur, and left a monument for his own want of 
taste. 

The' towti of TuNB&iDOE In early times was little more than 
the suburbs of the castle, and from its proximity and alliance 
was subject to the same alternations and vicissitudes as thatim* 
portant fortress : but while the castle, (then the terror of the 
subject and a check on the power and tyranny of the monarch) 
has been dwindling into insignificance, presenting in its fallen 
state a proof of the fallacy and uncertainty of human power; 
the town, freed from its former thraldom and enjoying the 
common advantages of a civilized community, has risen int^ 
comparative importance. It consists principally of one good 
street of a considerable length, containing many handsome 
houses, and is cross'd by the Medway in five streams, over 
each of which a stone bridge has been thrown. The principal^ 
and at present the only navigable branch, is that, dug to form 
the inner moat of the castle, over which, on the foundations 
of the former one, a stone bridge of three arches was erected 
in 1775, and immediately below it, is a spacious wharf for the 
accommodation of the trade on the river,, now become con- 
siderable. Tnnbridge, from possessii^g a good market, a 
pleasant and healthy situation, and withall an inviting air of 
cleanliness, is become the abode of many independent persons 
of good property. It appears formerly to have eiijbyed the 
privilege of sending members to parliament, but only one in* 
•tance of the exercise of this privilege is to be found on re- 
cord; to the parliament held at Westminster^ in the 33d year 
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of Edward I^ John German and John Martin were returned' 
far this place.* Tanbrid^e has given Title to several illus-' 
trious families ; those of Buckingham, Clanrickard and Roch* 
ford; the title of Viscount Tunbridge being at this timer 
attaciied to the Earldom of Rochford. 

l%e PttioET of Tunbridge, founded by Richard de Clare aa' 
before stated, was consumed by fire in the year 1S51, but was 
•hoitljp aflter re«^ified and continued, until the suppression oT 
the* lessor monasteries in the year 1535, when it was granted, 
widi seventeen others, towards the endowment of Wolsey's in* 
tended colleges at Ipswich and Oxford; at the time of its suppres* 
sionitS'grossannual revenues amounted to 1091. 10s. 3d. From 
tlio foundations, still visible, it appears to have been extensive; 
port of the refectory, and the chapel are still remaining ; the 
IftlCep is converted into a barn. The principal charitable es« 
tftbUihment here, is the FkEC Gbammaii School, founded and* 
endowed by Sir Andrew Judde, a native of this town, and 
Lord. Mayor of London in the 5th year of King Edward VL 
Towoida the support of this establishment he bequeathed by 
his will, lands and tenements in London, of the then annual 
vainis of 561. Q». 4d. vesting the same in the ^master, war* 
doMj. and eonsnonalty of Skinners' in trust, for the mainten* 
onooof the school; the freedom of which should be limited^ 
to the "4)0^0 of the town* and country adjacent, ^Juvenumin 
vUbt' ei patria adjacenii.^ An annual visit is made to the 
sehool in the month of May by the company of Skinners, at«- 
tended by some respectable clergyman of London, as an 
osaoiiaer of the progress made by the pupils ; this visit and 
enMsinatloa is attended vrith much ceremony, and honoraiy 
rewards are distributed to those who merit them; the spirit of 
emulation excited by this yearly exhibition is manifest in the 

Kk 



• WaUi^t JMMr JP«£ p; M. 
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reputation which the pupils of this se'minalry h&re always 
maintained. The masters haTe generally been men of con« 
siderable learniag, and such is likely to be the case^, while the 
emoluments of the situation are so considerable:* the late 
head of the school, Dr. Vicesimus Knox, who succeeded hii 
father in 1778, was a man of extensile literary reputation and 
acknowledged talents. Seteral exhibitions to the unirersities 
of Oxford and Cambridge have been appropriated to this 
school, by different benefactors, the principal of whom was 
Sir Thomas Smith, Knight, a grandson of Sir Andrew Judde.f 
At the north end of the town, in the high road to Jjondon, 
is a commodious stone causeway, raised at the expence of Mr« 
John Willford, citizen of London, about the middle of the 
Ireign of Henry YIII. On the Lamberhurst road about one 
mile and a half south-eastward of Tunbridge, is the del^ht* 
fully situated residence of Major Woodgate, called Somer* 
HILL, an extensive edifice erected in the reign of James I. and 
still strongly characteristic of the fashion of that time ; the situa« 
tion of it is commanding, and the adjacent country highly {hc- 
turesque. Attached to it, is the manor of South-frith^ anciently 
a chase or forest belonging to the Earls of Clare, whose bailiffs, 
according to Dr. Harris, made Somerhill the place of their 
residence. This seat was erected, and the* name of Somerhill 
giiren to it by Richard de Burgh, Earl 'of Clanrickard, who in 
the 2^ year of Queen Elizabeth, wasxreated baron of Somer- 
hill and Viscount Tunbridge; and early in the reign of Charles 

« <*Tliouich the annual income arising from the respective endowments of 

this school is very great, the number of boys educated 'oa the foundation 

is very few: and this may be adduced as anotheri nstanoe of the necessity of a 

■ parliamentary revbion of our ancient charitable establishments." Brayky't 

Kent, p. 1293. 

f For a more minute and comprehensive account of Tuxbridge F^bb 
School, see Hasted's Hist. vol. V. p. 241. — 8. In which work is a long 
table of charitable bequests to the poor of the town and neighbourhood. 
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I. Earl of Si. All>ans. He married Frances, Countess of 
Essex, the daughter and sole heiress of Sir Francis Walsing- 
ham, whose first husband was the accomplished Sir Philip 
Sydn^; 4t is no wonder/ says Hasted, ^ this lady married 
him (the Earl of Clanrickard) when Smollett says he was a 
very handsome gallant young nobleman, and very like the 
late Earl of Essex; insomuch,' he adds,! ^that the Queen, 
then far advanced in years, made sqme advances to him, .which 
he declined.' In the time of the commonwealth, Somerhill 
was seized on by the parliament, and granted to Robert Earl 
of Essex Mn recompence of his heroic valour, prudent conduct, 
and unspotted ^fidelity in that high and important command of 
Captain-general of their army;' and after his decease in 
1646,* it was conferred on the Arch-traitor Bradshaw, presi- 
dent of their high court of justice, ^for his great service to his 
country;' who died possessed of it in 1659. The Woodgates 
became possessed of this estate, by purchase^ about the year 
1712. 

About one mile and a half on the road from Tunbridge to 
^e Wells, on the acclivity of Quarrt-hill, is Marblebon, 
a constellated residence,f erected within these few years by 
James Burton, Esq. late high sheriff of the county; the 
situation and style of architecture are judiciously chosen and 
the grounds about it well wooded and agreeably disposed. 

The church (dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul), stands^ 
Kk 2 



* This rebel Lord is lapposed to have died by poison, aad the sQpposUion 
will not appear unreasonable, ^oagh unsupported by evidence, when we 
take into consideration the covetous and blood-thirsty disposition of his 
successor. 

f The stone of which this house is built, was brought from Penshurst, and 
formed part of the once splendid residence of the Sydney's at that place. 
A view of Marbledoit ib given in '*The Beauties of England and Walea'' 
jmd in ^'Amstnck's account of Tunbridge- Wells and its vicinity." 
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4m th^ east side of the road tlireiigh the tewn^ and though • 
epacious, jeems inadequate to the acoonmodatlon of so popu- 
lous a neighbourhood : it contains nothing worthy of particuhir 
note, nor is the building itself entitled to further description. 
It was new pewed some years ago, by the liberality of Mr. 
Hooper. In the cemetery is a tomb of white marble, to the 
nemory .of the celebrated Anne Elliott, the actress, a natiTe 
^ this parish, on which are the following elegant lines : 

jOf matchless form, adorn'd with wit refined, 
A feeling heart, and an enllghtenM mind; 
Of Bofte&t manners, beauty's rarest bloom, 
Here Eufonr Ko and moalders in her tomb. 
Ob blest with 4ipeBtU8 1 early snatoh'd away ; 
The maie that joyful mark'd thy op'ning cay, 
Now, sad reverse 1 attends thy mournful bier^ 
And o'er thy relics sheds the gushing tear. 
Here fancy oft' the hallowed mould shall tread, 
Recall Thee II^Dg, and lament Theb dead: 
H^re friendship oft' shall sigh till life be. o'^r ; 
And death shall bid thy Image charm no more. 

TUNBRIDGE- WELLS, is the common appellation gtrem 
to a large and populous hamlet lying in the several parishes of 
Tunbridge, Speldhurst and Frant, at the distance of thirty .six 
mifes from London and between fire and six from the town of 
Tunbridge: it is ditided into four districts, Mount Ephraim^ 
Mount Pleasant, Mount Sion, and The Welxs. The lat- 
ter division is ' the centre of business and pleasure,' contain- 
ing beside the springs^ the public parades, tayerns, market, 
assembly-rooms and shops. The chapel which is bat a little 
removed from the walks, stands in the three parishes above 
mentioned,* and consequently in the two counties of Kent 
and Sussex : divine service is performed in it every day in the 

• Tlie pulpit in Speldharst, the altar in TunbrMlipe, and the vestry i$ 
Frant. JHastod's Kent, vyl. ill. p. ^76. 
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;8uittraer and three times a week tke rest ef Ike yenr* Much <to 
the credit of the Tisltantt, an extoostve charity echooi for the 
education of youth of bo<h sexet has been established and it 
libevally supported by the collections nade at the «hapei door 
aboiit two or three timies in the season. The trade of 
Tunbridge-W^Us necessarily depends much on its Tisitant% 
yet this neighboui4iood carries on an eslfcensive and ^mIusmv0 
trade in a vast variety of small useful articles, comprehended 
under the term of Tunbridge Ware^ which from hence is dis- 
tributed to all parts of the kin^om ; employing a great num- 
ber of hands and displaying no inconsiderable share of ingenuity 
and mechanical ^ill. Though this place owes its origin to {tf 
valuable springs,* and is still visited by numbers on the score 
of health, yet there is reason to heUeve that the majority of 
the company are drawn here more far the sake of pleasure and 
dissipation, than from any consideration of the benefit to be 
derived from its waters. The facilities of intercourse afforded 
at these places of fashionable resort, and the studied attention 
paid to the pleasuiss and necessities botii of the gay and the 
Infirm, will readily account for the great influx of corapanj 
which annuaily resort io them, as soon as the gaieties and 
amusements of the metropolis are suspended, or the advances 

• The water of these fepriagv h *'a Hglit and pnre chalybeate, whicll 
iastantly gearches the most remote recesses of the human frame, warms and 
invif^orates the relaxed constitution, restores the weakened fibres to their 
due tone and elasticity, removes those obstructions to which the minuter 
vessels of the body are liable, and is consequently adapted to most cold 
chronical disorders, lowness of spirits, weak digestions, and nervous com* 
plaints." Hasted, vol. III. p. 282. Dr. Rowzeeof Ashford, wrote a 
treatise on the nature and virtues of these waters, printed in 1671 1 and Dr. 
Patrick Madan, published aphilosophical and medical essay on their pro- 
perties in 1687. In 1725, ''A directory for drnking of those waters,** 
was published in 8vo. by Lewis Rouse, M. D. and subsequently, some 
valuable observations on their * use and abuse,' were offered to thejtublic by 
Dr. Hugh Smith. 
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of the warm weather suggest the expediency of remoying, 
for a while, to a more genial climate and a purer air. The 
easy distanee of Tnnbridge- Wells from London, gives it a 
decided preference in the estimation of many, to any other 
watering place, and must, while it retains this advantage, 
insure it a considerable portion of public favor and patronage, 
Idven were ita attractions less than they are.* 



u. 



LCOMB. At the time of the conquest Otecumbe^ was 
fceld of the Archbishop of Canterbury, by William Earl of 
Ewe, in Normandy, by Knight's service ; to him succeeded 
the femily of St. Leger, who appear to have been seated here 
'till towards the middle of the sixteenth century, about which 
time it was alienated to Henry Gierke, Esq. member of par« 
liament and recorder of Rochester; from which name it has 
but lately passed to that of Kinnersletf^ in Staffordshire. - Since 
the alienation of this estate by Sir William St. I^er, eldest 
son of Sir Warham St. Leger, who unfortunately fell in Ire- 
land in an encounter with Hugh Macquire and his followers, 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; the family have been prin- 
cipally resident in that country, where they have become en- 

* It has been thought adviseable to be brief in the account of this place, 
50 much having been said of it by others, to whose labors those who fre 
desirous of further information are referred, rather than to swell the present 
work beyond the limits at first prescribed. Beside the above tracts on the 
' virtues and use of the waters, are the following historical and descriptive 
works. *'The History of Tunbridge- Wells ; *' by Thomas Benge Burr. 
8vo. 1766 London. ** A general History of Tunbridge^ Wells, and its En- 
virons, historical and descriptive;" by the Rev. Mr. Onely, 8vo. 1770. 
** Description of Tunbridge-Wells, and its vicinity" by P. Amsinck 4to. 
with numerous well executed plates ; and *' The Tunbridge-Wells Guide,** 
l^mo. published by Mr. Sprange, Bookseller, at the Wells. 
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nobled, by- the title of Viscount Doneraile. The above Sir 
William, who, sueceeded his father ia the goyernment of 
MuBSter, made a member of the privy council of that kingdom, 
and Sergeant Major General of the Irish forces ; is represented 
as, ^^a Grentleman of great merv^, valour and integrity;'' The 
first of the family settled here, was Sir Robert St. Leger, 
who accompani^ the; ambitions N6rman to England, and the 
same that, according to tradition, supported him with his 
hand on his alighting on the coast of Sussex. To the grand- ^ 
son of the former, who is supposed to have lived here in the 
reign of Henry 11. succeeded, Rafe St. Leger, who, says 
Philipott ^^is registered in the roll of those Kentish gentlemeif 
who accompanied Richard I. to the seige of Aeon ; and as ^i^^ 
inscription on his leaden shroud, ia the vault of this church' 
doea signify, was engaged in the holy quarrel fifteen years* 
Another Rafe St. Leger, and Hugb St. L^er, were Recog* 
n&iores Magna Assism^ in the second of King John. Sir Rafe 
de.St* Leger, Sir Joseph de St. Leger, and Sir Thomas de 
St. Leger, were with Edward I. at the siege of Carlaverock, 
in the 28th year of his reign, and for their signal Mchiev^-. 
ments there, received the order of knighthood. Indeed in 
times subsequent to this there was scarce any noble and ge- 
nerous undertaking, but the annals of our English history re- 
present a St> Leger concerned and interested in it."* 

In this parish are also the manors of Botcot and Kings- 
north the former belonging to Nicholas Nicholas, Esq. and 
the latter^ which, by King Edward VI. was granted to Sir 
Anthony St. , lieger. Lord deputy of Ireland, &c. is become 
the property of the Rev. Sir Edward Filmer, Bart, of East 
Sutton. 

The parish of Ulcomb adjoins westward to East Sutton, . 
front which it differs little either in soil or situation ; the viUi' 

* Villane CaQtianiun, p. 348. 
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luge witli the pLA^c-HoirsEand Pj^rsonaoe, occupy the smnmit 
of those range of hills which partly form the northern bomr>- 
dary of the Weald, extending f^om the borders of Sorry 
westward, to the parish of Hothfield near Ashford, in the 
east* The chnreh (dedicated t6 All S^aints)) ^^ anciently be- 
longed' to Christ church, Canterbnry, and being taken* from 
thence in the year 941, was restored by King Edtnusd. And« 
about four hundred and Uiirty years af^er^ was made a eoi- 
kgiale church by Stephen Langton, Archbishop, whose 'head 
had the title of Arch-jpresbytet.^^^ It is now a single, un- 
diTided rectory In the patronage of tho lords of the* manor of 
tJlcomb* In thi» church, before the reformation, there was # 
^ilc? or brotherhood^ callied the fi*aiemkif of Corput Chri9H\ 
l%e parsonage house was rebuilt bythe Rev. Stringer Belcher, 
A* M. at an expence of- upwards of lOOCtt* Frdm-this worthy 
divine, who left a most excellent character, are descended 
those of the same name, since resident in this parish. He died' 
in I>eoember 1730, and lies buried in the church, in which are 
several brasses* and other memorials of the St. Legerf and 
their successors the Gierke^. 



W AREHORNX, a part onljr of which is within the 
Weald, adjoins southward to Orlestone, the soil and situa- 
tion of it being rery similar to the latter, but esteemed less ' 
healthy, owing no doubt to its being more free from wood, 
consequently more under the iniuence of the gross atmosphere 
.of the adjoining marshes, within the limits of which, pUrt of 
tbe parish is situated. The Tillage of Warehome is built 
'taund a largo green called the Lecom or Lecton, on which ir 

• HftfrU^s Hist of Kent p. S24w 
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% respectable looking house belonging to Mr. Thomas Hodges, 
and at Warehorne green, a little removed from the former is 
the Parsonage, and Tinton-house, the residence of Mr. How- 
land. Ham-Street is partly within this parish, and at the 
distance of about a mile is Hammill-Green, a hamlet lying 
within the marsh, on the high road from Brenzet, Snave, &c. 
to the upland country, A narrow slip of laitd, part of Ware- 
home, extends northward between the parishes of Shadox- 
hurst and Orlestone, mostly underwood, and another slip 
stretches southward into the marsh to Brookland. That part 
of the parish of Warehorne above the marsh, is considered 
within the Weald. 

Two annual fairs are kept here, the one at Ham-street 
green, on the 14th of May, and the other at Warehome-green, 
on the ^ of October. The former is considered a pleasure 
fair, but at the latter there 19 generally a large display of cat- 
tle. The Earl of Thanet derives some emolument from the 
last of these. 

Very early mention is made of this place ; for King Egbert 
with his son Ethelwulf, (A. D. 820) gave to one Godwine, 
two plough-lands, in a place called by the English, Ware* 
homos ^ situated among the marshes, and as the boundaries 
are expressed, extended on the east part southward over the 
river Limen, (Rother) unto the south saxon limits. ^*Arch- 
bishop Alphage, who afterwards became possessed of this 
manor (1010) gave it to Christ-church in Canterbury, towards 
the cloathing of the monks there, endowing it with the same 
liberties and privileges as their manor of Middleton. In the 
reign of King John it was held of the see of Canterbury, by 
Knight's service, by Ansfrid de Dene, and in the succeeding 
reign by Richard de Bedcford. The latter in the 63d year 
of that reign (Henry III.) obtained the grant of a weekly 
■larket on Tuesdays, and a fair of three days at the feast of 

LI 
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St. Matthew, wbich grants were renewed and confirmed to 
him in the 8tb*7ear of Edward I^ with the. addition of free" 
warren within hit demesne lands here. The Earl of Thanet is 
the present owner of this manor. 

The Manor of Tinton, or as it written in Domesday Tin- 
TENTONK, is a Considerable manor in the ^nthem part of the 
parish, wbich bj the conqueror was given to Hugo de Montfort; 
on the Toluntarj exile of whose grandson of the^same name, in 
the reign of King Henry I. his possessions came into the 
King's hands, when this manor was granted to Robert de Yer, 
constable of England, married to Adeliza, daughter of Hugh de 
Monfort, and fbey jointlyin the early part of the reign of Hen- 
ry II. baring founded the priory of Horton,* gave this manor 
to it. It remained with the priory until its dissolution in the 
37th of Henry VIII. The fee of the Manor of Tenton is be- 
come the property of Sir Edward Bering, Bart, but the court 
lodge and demesne lands, are in the family of Howland. 

The manors of Ham and Capel (the former of which gave 
name to this hundred), have the same owner as that of Qrles- 
itone. 

There is another manor in this parish, called Parkers^ 



♦ ** HprtOTi priory '' (in the parish of Monk's Horton), " was founded far 
Cinniac Monks, at the beginning of the reign of Henry II. by Robert de 
Ver. It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and St. John the Evangelist, 
and made subordinate t<r thtr pHtfry of the same order at Lewes, m Sussex r 
but Edward HI. iaiUs 47th year, itdease4 itfroni this state of snhjectioa^ 
•ndi ipade it indepeijdenit. At the time of the disy^ta^ion of the lesser 
houses, its annnal revenues were estimated at the gross sum of £\\l. 16s. 
ll^d. and shortly afterwards, mmt of the buildings which seem to have 
covered an extensive plot of ground, were shamefully deatroyed." A beau- 
tiAil piece of ruin of the west entrance to the priory church is still remaining. 
The mottldiaga are siagalarJy curious, particularly in th« varinties exhibited^ 
if the zig-zag. ornament. The situation i» low^ and alipost secluded from 
observation by the contiguous woods. ^eautUs of England^ bic, vol. Y III, 
p. 113U 
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trhoM awflerif in tiarlj tiiAes Assumed the snrmime of PARKBlt< 
The <hur^h conKitts of a fiave^ side aisles and chance), 
^itb a square briek toWer at the west end^ but contains no* 
thing worthy of note* Jn the chur^h«jard is a remarkable fine 
whtte^thord, whose branches lilte those id the cetneteiies at 
Oriestone, Woodcliur^h, he. haye been trained in an liori* 
lontal direction^ supported bj a double frame of Wood-work^ 
with seats, affording accommodation for forty of fifty person** 
The branches of this thorn of er^read an area of at least six- 
teen feet in diameter, the trtink ii two feet in diametet^ at 
ilie height of three or four feet from the groubd. 

WATERINGBURY. The Tillage of Wateringbury stands 
en the high road from Tunbridge through Mereworth, to 
Maidstone in a pleasant and fertile distilct, abounding with 
corn, fruit and hops, and in a part of the country, that from 
the beauty of its scenery and the fertility of its soil, has been 
justly styled the ^^ Garden of Kent.'' The place is small, 
but contains several good houses, and is characterized by an in- 
viting air of cheerfulness and comfort. The parish is about a 
mile and a quarter each way ; it is bounded on the south-east 
by the Medway, and otherwise well watered by Several 
clear streams, which have their rise near the Place-house^ 
and uniting with the stream that fiows fronii Mereworth, falls 
into that river near Bow-bridge. 

There was till of late years, says Hasted, a singular, thougli 
a very ancient custom kept up, of electing a deputy to the 
dumb borsholder of Chart fSLS it was called, claiming liberty over 
fifteen houses in the precinct of Pizein-well ; * every house- 
holder of whieh was formerly obliged to pay the keeper of this 
borsholder one penny yearly. This dumb borsholder was 

LI 2 
* A hanilet en the Maadstene toad, adjdiniiig to Meretfioftli pa^isb. 
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always first called at the court leet holden for the hundred of 
Twyford ; when its keeper, who was yearly appointed by that 
court held it up to his call, with a neckcloth or handkerchief 
put through the iron ring fixed at the top, and answered for 
it. This borsholder of Chart, and the court leet, has been 
discontinued about sixty years ; and the borsholder, who is 
put in by the quarter sessions for Wateringbury, claims oyer 
the whole parish. 

The dumb borsholder was made of wood, about three feet 
and half an inch long, with an iron ring at the top, and four 
more by the sides, near the bottom, where it had a square 
iron spike fixed, four inches and a half long, to fix it in the 
ground, or on occasion to break open doors, &c. which was 
used to be done, without a warrant of any justice, on suspi- 
cion of goods having been unlawfully come by, and concealed 
in any of these fifteen houses. 

, It is not easy at this, distance of time to ascertain the origin 
of this dumb officer. Perhaps it might have been made use of 
as a badge or ensign, by the officer of the market here. The 
last person who acted as deputy to it, was one Thomas 
Champard, a Blacksmith, whose heirs have it now in ' their 
possession. 

The market, granted in the reign of King Edward II. 
above mentioned, is reported by tradition to have continued to 
be held here in a place called Chart Garden, now a wood 
near Pizein-well, in the south west part of this parish, in 
which wood there are to be seen foundations of walls and 
houses, and in it and the neighbouring lands are several draw- 
wells. 

The Manor of Wateringbury, which at the time of taking 
the survey of Domesday, formed part of the extensive posses* 
slons of the Bishop of Baieux, was in the reign of James I. 
purchased by Oliver Style, Esq. an ancestor of the present 
Baronet, who had served the office of sheriff of London, and 
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retiring to Wateiingburj-place, there ended his days in the 
year 1622, leaving a son^ (Tlfomas) his only surriving child, 
created a Baronet in the 3d year of Charles I. (anno 1627). 
The Place- HOUSE erected in the reign of Queen Anne, nearly 
on the scite of the more aufcient mansion, is a substantial brick 
edifice, of the fashion of that period; it is situated at the 
western extremity of the village and but a short distance from 
the church, the spire of which is a pleasing object from thence. 
It is said to contain some original portraits of the family, a- 
mong them, one of Sir William Style, Knight, of Ipswich, 
who was ambassador at Naples in the reign of Henry VII. 
and employed on embassies of importance. The present 
owner of this manor (Sir Thomas Style, Bart.) is also posses- 
sor of the manor of Canons Court in this parish, and of the 
ancient seat of the Codds, called Pelicans. 

The church (dedicated to St. John the Baptist) consists 
of a nave and chancel, with a square tower at the west end, 
on which is an octagonal shingled spire, finished with a cross 
and weather vane. la one of the windows on the south side 
are some trifling remains of stained glass, the fragments of a 
representation of the decollation of St John; Hasted, also 
mentions there having been the portraits of King Edward IIL 
and his Queen ; but of these not a vestige at present remains. 
Within the walls are several memorials of the Style family, 
and in the cemetery a very costly one to Sir Oliver Style, 
Knight, who died unmarried, in the year 1703 at the age of 
forty-six.* By this monument stands a venerable yew-tree, 
under whose umbrageous canopy an accommodation seat has 
been placed, and near it, on the south front of the steeple, a 
Portland stone tablet is affixed, with'the following inscription; 

• * " Str Oliver Style, Knight; whilst resideDt at Smyrna, was at dinner 
with the lady he had engaged ,to marry, and a party of friends, when the 
apartment they were in was swallowed up by an earthquake; and he him- 
self was the only persoji of the whole that escaped the yawning golph." 
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Vtmt this place on the 90th day of March, I197» wai depoeited the body 
•f Edward Greensted, who after a virtooiw and well tpept life of 83 yearsi 
'' Dropt like ripe fruit into its mother's lap." 

and below^ these trilnitary lines: 

** Here rests a man, who, plain withoat offence. 

Of self fhaght science, drawn from native sense; 

Displayed a striking lesson to mankind 

Of tranquil goodness in a sphere confined (^ 

Who long time fiU'd with strict and watchful caHi 

His humble station in this house of pmyer. 

And stayed with gentle and with equal rule, 

The little sceptre of his Tillage school ; ^ 

While patient, cheerful, and resign'd he sought 

Himself to practice what his precepts taught. 

Then reader learn, while pensile oVr his dust, 

1*0 be like him de? oiit, and meek, ttoi jtistr 

Wbate'er thy tot in Hie, hb phm pursue^ x 

Ke^ aiich examples 41way» in thy view t 

To virtue only is the promise given, ^ 

it leads to peace, to happiness, to heaven." 

In ike register are some trUdmsicai entriet of Ulefliliftte 
cbtkireB batn towards the lattcs^ ^nd of the i ixteetiitli cei^orf, 
Mid who»re dcrignatedds ''SetU0fiSodf** '^Fii^ ptipuli^'' or 
^Ftliut mundi.*^ Here al^o ftrer^orded tWe itiiitaiiiDes ol great 
Uhgwii^t Thomas Bootfae, buried Mitarch %4ihf 1 66% ftged 
11^ V <LBd Henry FtTeasb, aged 104^ burled Jmly %tthy 1677. 

WOODCHURCH. The face of the country here differs W- 
tle from that in the adjoining p&rish of Halden^ abundance of 
underwood and bad roads characterising them both ; and though 
much of Woodchurch lies on rather elevated ground, it is from 
the before mentioned circumstances far from being pleasant* 
An expanse of marsh lands called Shirletf'fnoor or T%e upper 
kveh commences in the squth-west part extending into the 
parishes of Appledore, Eboney aftd Tenferden, being about 
three miles in length, and two in breath.* Hits yaluable 

* tttfsted, vol. Vlt. p." J»t. 
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tract, which contains by estimation one thousand two hundred 
and forty .five acres, is considered equal in quality to any land 
In the county ; vast numbers of cattle are annually fattened on 
U^ intended principally for the London markets ; the chief 
proprietors of lands In this level are Sir Edward Hales, Bart. 
the^ dean and chapter of Canterbury, Richard Curteis, Esq. 
tod Thomas* Blackmore, Esq. of Hertfordshire, who is also 
owner of Shirley-home and the farm attached to it, situated 
on the rising ground northward. The church and parsonage 
stand nearly In the centre of the parish, close to which sur- 
rounding a small green, are the few dwellings which constitute 
the village. The remains of the Place-house, now divided 
into several distinct tenements, carry with it but few traces 
ol its former consequence, it stands ^ little removed from the 
church eastward, and in early times was the residence of a 
a family of some note; who had assumed the surname of 
Woodcburch about the time of the conquest. Simon de 
Woodchurch (a descendant of Anchitel de Woodchurch the 
first on record of the family) was among the Kentish gentry 
that accompanied the victorious Edward in the Scottish ex-^ 
pedition, and who for his gallantry on that occasion received 
the honor of Knighthood. This estate is now the property of 
Samuel Egerton Brydges, Esq. second son of the late Edward 
Bridges, of Wootton, author of the Censura Idttraria and 
several other literary productionsi of acknowledged merit. 

The pnanor of W00DCHUR9U alias Townland was among the 
•states allotted for the defence of Dover castle, forming part 
of the barony of the constable of that important fortress^ 
hence called the constabularies The name of Townland (» 
corruption of Thunland) it acquired from Ralph de la Thun, 
who possessed this manor in the reign of Henry III. and ia 
whose descendants it continued, to Thomas Townland (anno 
7 Jlenry IV.) when it passed by sale to the family of 
Norton and in the beginning of the reign of Henry VIII. was 
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sold to the prior andcmiTeBt of I^tfe^ds, wUbwUch it remftia' 
ed until the dissolution of that priory, (anno 31 Honrj 
VIII.) 

The church (dedicated to Ahh Saints) is a spacious edifice,- 
consisting of a naTe, and side aisles with a massive square 
tower at the west end, supported by large raking b«fttr«»98es 
and surmounted by an enormous shingled spire, which though 
it contributes little to the beauty of the building, is a stril^ing 
feature from many points of view. The &cene exhibited on 
attaining the summit of the hill in the approach from Kenard* 
iogton hither, and at the distance of about three quarters of 
a mile from the latter place, is extremely fine. The country 
in this direction is well wooded and agreeably cheqt^ered with, 
farm houses and cottages^ the distance on the left is occupi^ 
by the town and church of Tenterden, but the most prominent 
object in the view is the spire of Woodchurch rising above the 
wood on the right. The lancet-headed windows in the high 
chancel of this church are not destitute of beauty ; in one, on 
the north side, are the arms of .the Harbackendens, and be- 
low, a canopied altar tomb with an elegant groined ceiling 
covered with tracery, at the back of wl^ich are several brasses 
of that family. At one end of the south aisle, is another al- 
tar tomb, for Sir Edward Waterhouse, chancellor of the 
exchequer, and a member of the privy council in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and in the window over this' tomb, are five 
shields of arms in stained glass. In the chancel are brasses for 
Master Nicholas de Gore, with an inscription in old french 
and another for William Benge, Cu^llariusy obt. 1457. The 
font, which Is of Bethersden marble, appears to be ancient, the 
date is not known, and it would be difficult to determine this 
point from the thing itself. In the north chancel was former- 
ly a small chapel ; and an opening in one corner, and a closed 
doorway, supposed to have been the approach to thei pulpit, 
are still shewn; the roofs to the aisles appear by a date on one 
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of the brackets to have been put up about the year 1604. 
Nicholas Carter, S. T. P. rector of Woodchurch, who died 
in 1774, was father of the justly celebrated Mrs Elizabeth 
Carter. 

A decree of Archbishop Peckham respecting the tythes of 
Woodchnrch in the year 1281, is preserved among the Lam^ 
bethMSS.* 



». 



Y. 



ALDING, which Lelan4 describes as a praty townlet^ 
is placed at the confluence of the Beult and Teise with the 
Medway ; + from the peculiarity of its situation, the lower 
part of the town, and the lands near it are liable to occasional 
annoyance during the winter season, from the orerflowing of 
these streams; but the temporary inconyenience thence arising, 
is counterbalanced by a pure and healthy air, to which, these 
hasty floods may reasonably be supposed to contribute : 
whatever might have been the appearance of Yalding in the 
time of Leland (temp. Hen. VIII). the term praty cannot 
now b^ applied to it, with any propriety. It consists princi- 
pally of one irregular street containing but few houses of re- 
spectable appearance, and is but indiflerently paved ; at the 
upper end, on comparatively high ground, stands the school- 
house, an establishment, under the management of trustees, 
for the education of boys from the age of seven to fourteen : 
it was founded and endowed in the year 1663 by William, 

M m 

♦ See Dacarel's Repertory, p. 122. 

f In thif river, Eels of an uncommon size are frequently taken. Hasted 
•ays, that in the year 1767 an £el was caught in the river at this place 
which measured five feet nine inches in length, eighteen inches in girt,, and 
weighed upwards of forty pounds. 
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Cleaye, citizen and haberdasher of London, and a natiye of 
this place, for teaching the sons of the parishioners, reading, 
writing and arithmetic. The present master, Mr. Williams, 
has held this situation for thirteen years with singular credit ; 
besides the boys on the foundation, he has generally about 
twenty boarders. 

The Medway is navigable for barges to within a short dis* 
tance of the town, and a considerable intercourse is in conse- 
quence maintained between these parts and the different dock- ^ 
yards on the Thames : much of the lading upwards consisted 
formerly of great guns, shot,« &c. for his Majesty's yards at 
Chatham and Sheerness, but the foundaries in this neighbour- 
hood have been silenced some years, and at present, oak 
timber for naval purposes, is -the only article of importance 
conveyed by water from this place.* 

Richard F'ltz Gilbert, a near relative of the Conqueror, and 
ancestor of the noble family of Clare, Earls of Gloucester 
and Hertford, was owner of the Manor of Yalding at the 
period of the Domesday survey: in the reign of Edward II. 
Hugh de Audley, Jun. became possessed of it, in right of hir 
wife Margaret, second sister, and one of the co-heiresses of 
Gilbert de Clare, nephew of Edward I. to whom succeeded 
the StaiTords, advanced to the Earldom of Stafford, and sub- 
sequently created Dukes of Buckingham. After the prema- 

* ** The commissioners for the navigation of the river Medway, about 
twenty years ago, (177T) made a navigable cut or canal, from a place in 
tbe river called. Hampsted, where they jadiciousjy constructed a lock to 
a place in the river near Twyford-bridge, and there erected a tumbling bay 
fo/the water, when at a certain height, to pass over. The contrivance of 
this cut from one bend or angle of the river to the other, is of the greatest 
utility to the navigation, by not only shortening the passage, but by 
baying up a convenient depth of water, which they conld not have had a- 
long the lees, and other aiyoining low lands on each side of that part of the 
river, which is avoided by it, or at least not without a very great ezpence." 
Hasted, vol. V. p. 15T. - 
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ture. death of Edward Duke of Buckiogham, * in the reign of 
Henry VIII. that monarch bestowed this manor', on Charles 
Somerset (natural son of Henry Duke of Somerset) created 
successively Lord Herbert of Cherbury, and Earl of Worces- 
ter, "ar person of great parts and much favored both by King 
Henry VII. and VIII." It is at present among the possessions 
of Lord Barham, of Barham court in the adjoining parish of 
Teston, some time since first Lord of the admiralty; but the 
court lodge and demesne lands have been long separated from 
the manor itself, and for many years have been in the family of 
Plumer, of Hertfordshire. This parish also contains the ma- 
nors of Woodfolde, I^dingford, Jennings court, and part of 
the manor of Bockingfold, the court lodge of which was an- 
ciently surrounded by an extensive park or forest, and had 
annexed to it a free chapel : its demesnes extended into the 
parishes of ]3renchley, Horsmonden, Marden and Goudhurst, 
Aod from their great extent^ the wildness of their appearance 
aad the q^uantity of wood contained within their boundary, 
had very early acquired the appellation of a forest; Twine in 
Jus treatise, fie Rebus Albionids^ styling this m?iX\oT the forest 
,of Buckeuvcald* Jennik&s Court which is among the ppsses- 
M^XkS of Brazen-nose college Oxford, is held on lease by Sir 

Mm 2 



» Bdwsvd'Doke of BnckinglMin, was mccuaed and fcAuidi gnilty of eoa- 
0SAru^ 4he death ei Henry ViU. and for tiu0 ofenee. ww ^headed tu 
Xower-biU, in tbe IStb year ot Aat xeigo. Bis fa<.her, Henry Duke of 
Buckingbam, had before suffered in the same manner at Salisbury, aqd for the 
fame offence, against the usurper Richard. This unfortunate man, being 
deserted by the army he bad raised in Wales in fkvor of the Earl of Rich- 
•Mmd, took refoge in the hovseof one Ralph Banister, aa oM servant at the 
te&ily« but the cupidity of this iiDgmtefiil villain, being excited by (he iv- 
ward offered for the apprehension of the Duke, basely betjwyed his master, 
and independent of the reward offered, had grante<I to him, as a further 
remuneration for this service, the manor of T^Ming, which be held until 
the accession of the JBarl of Richmond to (be crown. 
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John Gregory Shaw, Bart. The house lies under shelter of 
the hill, in a retired but pleasant situation, the grounds gent- 
ly sloping to the medway and well studded with ornamental 
timber. At Beau-hill, directly above Jennings court, is a 
respectable farm-house, commanding an extensive prospect in 
the direction of Nettlested, Wateringbury, &c. the churches 
at these places, adding considerably to the interest of the scene. 
The ingenious and improTident author of "The Craftsman," 
(Nicholas Amherst) was a native of this or the adjoining pa- 
rish of Marden. From Merchant Taylor's school, where he 
received his grammatical education, he was removed to St. 
John's College Oxford, whence, for real or alledged irregulari- 
ties he was expelled ; and being incensed at his expulsion, he 
published those satires against the university of Oxford, known 
by the title of Terrce Filius. But his chief literary undertaking, 
was "The Craftsman," a very popular work, in which he was 
assisted by liord Bolingbroke and Mr. Pulteney, "This 
work was carried on," says the author of the Biographical Dic- 
tionary "for a number of years with great spirit and success^ 
and was more read and attended to than any production of the 
kind which had hitherto been published in England,- Ten or 
twelve thousand were sold in a day ; and the effect which It 
bad in raising the indignation of the people, and in controlling 
the power of administration, was very considerable. Yet, 
notwithstanding Mr. Amherst's merit with his party, he was 
totally neglected by them, when they made their terms with the 
crc wn. He died soon after at Twickenham, April 27th, 1744, 
of a broken heart and was buried at the charge of his prin- 
ter, Richard Franklin." 

The. church consists of a nate, side aisles and transept, with 
a square unsightly tower at tfa\B west end. It is spacious, but 
mean, possessing nothing to please the eye or gratify the 
antiquary ; the prtqcipal monuments it contains are those for 
the families of Ward« and Kenward. The present incum« 
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bent is the Rey. Richard Warde^ whose uncle and predecessor 
the ReT. John Warde^ some time since rebuilt the vicarage* 
house, pleasantly situated a short distance from the town^ 
eastward. ^^ There are two separate manor Sj one belonging 
to the rectorj or parsonage, and the other to the Ticange of 
this church," * 



« Hasted. 



THE END. 
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jTLlBINI William de, or "William 
with the strong hand," extraordina- 
ry account of by Dugdale, 35. 86 
(note). 

Amherst, Nicholas, author of the 
Craftsman, some particulars of^ 276 

Anderida, a roman station and city, 
172; beseigedand razed by iElla, 
Kine: of Sussex, (anno 490) 173 
(note) Castle erected on the scite 
of, destroyed by the Danes, (anno 
893), ib. ' 

Angley House, a seat, 81. 

Appledore, church of, supposed to 
stand on the scite of the castle built 
by the Danes, and demolished by 
the French, 11. . 

'Architecture, remarks on the style 
of, between the reigns of Edward 
II. and Elizabeth, 1 17'; of the mid- 
dle ages, 243, (note). 

Ashford, town of, said to owe its 
origin to the decay of Chart Magna, 
59 and note. 

Asseritts Menevensis, some notice of, 

i. (note) 
Atwaters, a. residence, 116. 

B. 

Badsell, an ancient seat, 246. 

Baker, Richard, the English chro- 
nicler, notice of, 79, (note). 

Barnes street, bamlet of, 102. 

Barton, Elizabeth, see Holy Maid 
of Kent. 

Jkittle of A^incourt, some account of, 
222, (note). 

Bayhall, a seat, 188. 

Becket Archbishop, his shrine, des- 
truction of, Yisited by one hundred 
thousand pilgrims in one year, ef- 
faces the adoration of the deity at 
Canterbury, offerings at his altar, 
14, (note). 



Bedgbury, a seat, 96. 

Bells, instance of the baptism of,. 
31, (note). 

Beult River, survey of, ia the reign 
of Edward III. 120. 

Biddcnden Maids, traditionary ac- 
count of, 32-3; their reputed bu- 
rial place, 33, (note); relation of 
a similar prodigy by James Paris, 
contained in the British Museum, 
and of another by Henry (Hist, of 
England), ib. 

Bilsington, Priory, 27. 

Boars, Wild, 67. 

Boleyn, Anne, portrait of, by Lord 
Herbert, 126, (note). 

Bounds, a seat, 23. 

Boughton place, seat of the Wotton 
family and birth place of the ac- 
complished Sir Henry Wotton, 41; 
Tisited by Queen Elizabeth, 42. 

Bow beach, hamlet of, 69. 

Brasses. John Weddeol and Maud 
his wife, 6 ; Lovelaces, 23 ; Ran- 
dolphs, 32; Mayneys, and Pom- 
frets, ib; William de Goldwell, 
and the Tokes of Godington, 62; 
Thomas Twjsden and Benet his 
wife. William Sharpe and his five 
wives!! 63; Richard Streatfield, 
Esq. 70; Roberts, 86; singular 
one, 87 ; John Selyard, 90; John 
Roberts, his wife and family, 119; 
Sir Thomas Boleyn, 124 ; Iluifi- 
phrey Clarke and family, Thomas 
Umfrey, 145; Thomas Chann, 
Esq. John Stace, 154; Derings 
and Malmalns, 207 ; Fiimers, 230; 
Nicholas Gore, and William Benge, 
272. 
Broadford, a seat, 132. 
Building, remarks on a small one at 
the east end of Ha~wkhurst church, 
117-8. 
Burnet) Bishop, remarks of, on the 
conduct of the established clergy, 
xxTii, (note). 
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ClCreys-croBs, abam1«t, 69. 

Caxton William, the first Eof^Iish 
printer with fusile types, a native 
of the Weald, xzii, (note). 

Chalybeate springs, at Cranbrook, 
77: Penshnrst, 192; 

Chart place, a seat 64. 

Cheveney house, a residence, 164. 

Chimnies, remarks on, 200, et seq, 
(note). 

Chitloy cross, a hamlet, 183. 

Clerical liberality, singular instance 
of, 161. 

Clothing trade, formerly carried on 
to a considerable extent at Cran- 
brook, 78; families sprung from, 
75, (note); at Goudhurst, 93. 

Colepeper, Thomas, hung by order 
of Edward II. 188.- 

Combwell priory, 97. 

Court lodge, a seat, 150. ' 

Cowbeach-green, a hamlet, 213. 

Cox-heath, the scene of several en* 
campments, 159; produces the 
plant lunaria^ ib, (note). 

Cranmer, Archbishop, brief charac- 
ter of, &c. 54-5, (notr). 

Cromwell, Thomas, Earl of Essex, 
biographical sketch of 93-4, (note) 

Crookhurst, a hamlet, 245. 

Curfew Cor Couvre-feu) bell, still 
rung at Cranbrook, 81, (note J. 



Danes, sai up the Rother (anno 

893 j, 8; destroy the village and 

fort of Appledore, and erect one 

of greater strength on the scite of 

the former, 9. 
Derings, notices of, 205. 
Devils-bit, a plant growing in the 

neighbourhood of Appledore, 10; 
Dowles, tract of low land, so called, 

in the parish of Appledore, 8. 
Drayner, William, anecdote of, 220 

note. 
Dream, singular one of Dr. Nicholas 

Wotton, 42, (note). 
Dukes of Buckingham, Henry and 

Edward, their melancholy end. 

275, (note). 

' E. 
£artb<iuakes, at Great Chart, 60; 



Eden-bridge, 88-9; Hawkhnftt* 
116. 

Eboney, parish of, 181. 

fidward III. his policy respecting 
the clothing trade, 74, Cnote). 

Eel, remarkable one, 273, (note). 

Elfords, a seat, 114. 

Elliott, Anne, the actress, lines on 
her tomb, 260. 

Epitaphs, remarks on, 18, fnote); 
singular one at Chart Magna, 63, 
fnote; ; at Chart Sutton, 66. 

Erasmus, sometime rec^r of Alding- 
ton, 6; his observations on the slo- 
venly habits of tlfe English people, 
203, (note) ; remarks on, 236, (note) 

F. 

Fairlawn, ase^t, 217. 

Finchcocks, a seat, 96. 

Filmers, some particulars of, 229. 

Flowing-bolt a!*contrivance for dam- 
ming water, 102, [note.] 

Fonts, curious ones at Newenden, 
175; Stone, 179 ; singular circum- 
stance related of one, 223. 

Ford place, ancient seat of the Syd- 
neys, 203. 

Fowlern, a seat, formerly the resi- 
dence and property of Richard 
Kilburne, Esq. 115. 

Friday -street, a hamlet, 229. 

Friggs Forstal, a hamlet, 91. 

Furnace, the Gloucester, some ac- 
count of, 147. ^ 

G. 

Gibbon Edward, remarks on his 

*^ Decline and fall of the Roman 

Empire^** 210, (note). 
Glassenbury, seat of the Roberts, 

80. 
Gluttony, an extraordinary instance 

of, 46, (note). ' 
Godington, a seat, 62, (note). 
Gold well-green, a hamlet, 102. 
Goudhurst chequers, a hamlet, 96. 
Greensted, Edward, his epitaph, 

270. 
Groombridge, a hamlet, 221. 



Halden place, a seat, 209. 
Hale street, a hamlet, 183^ 
Hales place, a seat, 108. 
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H9.l1-)i«Qi«> ^ »«**» fbrmerty belong- 
ing to Dr. Nathaniel Lardner, U5. 

Hall-place, a seat, 153. 

Ham street, a hamlet, 265. 

Hartley, a hamlet, 78. 

Heirs, wardship of, a considerable 
branch of royal power daring the 
feudal times, 140, (note). 

Hemsted, a i«eat, 16; ▼isitcd by 
Queen ElisEabeth, (1575), 17. 

Henry of- Huntingdon,, kh optiii«B 
concemiag the exAeat or jkhe 
Weald, ill a list of his works, ib, 
(note). 

Henry VIII. policy of, respecting 
the estates of the suppressed mon- 
asteries, 72, (note). 

Heronry, one in the park of Pen- 
shurst, 192. 

Hever castle, description of, 125; 
principal residence of the Boleyns, 
ib; the scene of conrtsWp between 
Henry VIII. and Anne Boleyn, 
126; the chief abode of Anne of 
Cleves after her repudiation, 127. 

High-street house, a seat, 68-9. 

Hill-heath, hamlet of, 69. 

Hole, the antient patrimony of the 
Gibbons, 210. 

Holling?hed, interesting extracts 
from, 201, et seq. ^note). 

Holy maid of Kent, imposture of, 
o, ec seij. 

Holy Trinity, ordter of, first settled 
atHeadcom, 120. 

Horsmonden house, a seat, ISO. 

Hume, David, his remarks on religi- 
ous liberty, and an estaMished reli- 
XXV, (note). 

Hoot, William,' alias Huntington, a 
native of Cranbrook, 76, [note]; 
his epitaph, ib. 

HnntOB parsonnge, description of, 
by Dr. James Beattie, 1^, [note] 



Jennings, a scat, 135. ^.. " . 
Jennings court, residence of Sir John 

Shaw, Bart. 275. 
Indnlgencies, granted by the Bishop 

of Rochester, 155; and 168. 
Intrenchments, two in the parish of 

Brenchley, 53; at High Halden, 

109; Kenardington, 139; New- 

cnden, 172. 

Nn 



Land, ihe comparative value of, 

;i56-7, (note). 
Lectures, two founded by §ir Henry 

Saville, on the subjects of geotae- 

try and astronomy, 181. , 
Lested lodge, a seat, 65. 
Lilliaden, a seat, 114. 
Linton plac^, a seat, 158. 
Loddenden, a Manor house, 226. 
Longevity, instances of, 19; eO| 

270. 
Lossenham house, a seat, 170. 
Lotrer-green, a hamlet, 186. 



Mansel, John, his entertainment of 
the Kings of England and Scotland, 
36-7, (note). • 

Marble, a grey turbinated, dug at 
Bethenden, 21. , 

Mari>Iedon, a seat, 259. 

Markets, observations on, 218. 

Markham, remarks by, on the ex- 
tent of Ihe Weald from north t» 
south, iv, (note). 

Marle-plt hUl, a hamlet,. 88. 

Marsh-green, a hamlet, 88. 

Martyrdom, instances of, 237. 

May tham ball, a teat, 210. 

Medhurst row, a hamlet, 88. 

Mereworth house, seat of Lord !• 
Despeneer, 165. 

MUkhouse street, a hamlet, 78. 

Mill street, a hamlet, 108. 

Moats, use of, 143, (note). 

Monuments, Tombs, ftc. of Sbr 
George Choute, Bart. 23; the 
Witherdens, Dynes and Hulses, ib; 
Sir Edward Hendon, Richard Al- 
lard, the Randolphs, Sir William 
Boddenham, his wife and fomily, 
and the Maynes, 32; the Wottons, 
Rev. Robert Foote, A. M. Fulke 
de Peyforer and Edmund Sandford, 
47 ; the Rider family, 50; Nicho- 
las Toke and his five wives, 63 ; 
the Roberts, 86 ; the Bakers, C. 
Nairn, Esq. and Captain Bar- 
well Adams, ib. Rev. John John- 
son, A. M. Rev. Joseph Disney, 

A. M. Rev. Matthew Disney, 

B. D. Abraham and Sarah Wal- 
ter, and John Scott, Esq. 87; 
the Boys family, Richard KiU 
burne, Es^. Nalbaniel Lardner^ 
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D. D. and Sir Thmnaa I>iuik,i 
1192 Colepepen, 99 and 123; 

• ''' Sil-mnrfs Bttleyn, 1^; Ae Cbb- 
^s, ib| Rev. Dr. Murribtt, 
Mh. Anne Ha<»set), X^Z : Faii)^, 
ISd ? ^umpbrey ClaHl^e a^d fejni- 
ly, 145 5 Sir W. Parkcf, J46,; 
fiir H6ra\l6 ttaott, 198; Johb 
Cole, £«q. Ii85; Mai^^ #1fe ^ 
Jolm AiiflWw* L.^t. ft. ib; ^ar- 
Ikcketfdens, ind Sir Bl^ard Wsp 

' ieriiotise; IMt. 

Mooi^house, seat of Jesse Grei^n, 
Esq. 114. 

Mosaic paveMeni, said tb BaVtebecii 
found. 148. 

Mottenden, fintfilition of the order 
of the Holy Trinity in England, 
ISO. 

N. 

Kewlaad-green, aiiara1i*t^91. 
New lodge, i^t, 116. 
Korth-hatch, atnuhlcft, 183; 
'North-park, a beat, Ifte. 
^otf(*^, an hideci!^htone, w, (i^oU). 
Noyes, Robert, author of the poem 

entiUM **1>istr«*a«»' l)l(id htCran- 

brook» Y)l, (nbte). 

6. 

Oak, a large pollard^ 184t remarkap 
ble«|nej 191. 

Odo, BiihQp of BaieuT,^oiDe par- 
ticulars •f^.IMM, {SMjt\ 

OfccOkrrenee'y asitag«(br one rdatM, 

' «S8. 

Okeaboatii^ the ^esidenfce cf Sir 
liruiiam Geary^ Bait^ M^ P* 184. 



I'enshuist jilade, ^sldendfe bt 'the 

Sydney*s, 1^2. 
!^etrefactidQ$, found lb the pai-ikh of 

Hiinton, l35, 
l^henomenob, a. siilpi^lftar tfd^, ISM, 
Pilgrims, oiie hundred thoiT^hd s^id 

io have visits the t^rinfe 6f St 
'. Thomas a Becket in dhe ^ear, 14. 
f^inyon quarter, a hlimlfe^t. t80. 
Pizein-well, a hamlet, S67 ; 'sihgu- 

tar'fiustoib there, ib. 
"pMUtt house, a decayed sdit, l8d. 
^iacehdus^, asekt, SM. 



Pond. , remarkably one V XlSin^C6il, 

Precn»tonr» of KnlgHfs hospltailew 
of St John of Jerusalem, 185. 

Priorias, at Bilsingtoii, 37; Goud- 
hur»^, dljNewenden^ 170. 



HaalottB, l^mArict on, fit)dv 

Ofaeeh of Bbbemia, ele|;am Ifaed on, 

by «»t HeUry 1¥^ttDn, 4Ay (nbte). 
Queen Mar^, brief charactcar M^ by^ 

Hwm^ 49<, (oofe). 

R. 

Baadolpb fiunily, lome actonnt o|, 
23-9. 

Ranesley-neath, a hamlet, 69. 

Reding street-, a hamlet, S36. 

Redleaf, « seat, 203. 

Register vA ' Staplehurst, curious ex- 
tracts from, 227, (note); at Wa- 
teringbu^, 870. 

Binglr^rondi^eea, a hamlet, 81$^ 

River Rother or Limene, variatioht 
in itft course described, 7-)B. 11^ 
and 177 ; entered by the panes, 
anno ^3, itrho sailed up as high at 
Appledore, U>. 

I^OBUin Cathnl^i) remarks on the 
persecuting zeal of, uiT|(nqte). 

Roo<H fomotts one, 12; |aamJMirde*:8 
f|C9ouniof, ib, (note); another A 
Boziey,, called the ^Rood ^f grac^"* 
ib. et seq. 

Roydonhall, a seat, 1S3. 



S. 



Sttkdik, «r Ari^ld-Ktmnah UtttMbc- 
ture, , examples of 175 and 212. 

Schools, Free, Bfenenden, 17 ; Bid- 
denden, 30;. difference between 
Land and JUhmy, endowments of 
do. exemplified, Ip, (nokVkt'cfan- 
brook, '78; Goudhiirst, 99; Tun- 
bridge, 267 f Iralding, .^TS.. 

Shrine of Becket, a fruitful 'iiisfra- 
menit o^ monkish ci%Lft, 14, X9o'^^)l 
idoiatrops respect .for, 15, ('lotej. 

Sliacp, Wiitiam^ an advocate for 
matrimony, 63. .^ 

Sigbert^ King of Wessex. de&Hi of", xv. 

Simpson, Rev. David, his remark* 
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•n the English oonftitationy xzi, 
(note), on religioaB citabliil^nf^ 
zziv-v. 
Sinpted-fi^reen, a hamlet, 9S. 

Smart, Christopher, author of the 
^^ Hop'Oarden** bom at Shipbome, 
218. "^ . . 

Smugglers, some account of, • w9, 
(note). 

Somerhin, a seat, 258. 

Sprivers, a seat, 131. — •- 

Stained Glass, note respecting, 118. 

Standen, a hamlet,^ 29. 

Standfords end, a hamlft, ^. - 

Storms, notices of in the registers of 
Hunton, 137 ; description of one, 
t^ylhi:'IU?fi»»arlr#pb|f, 4b, 
(note). .,,, ., , 

Stone, pariAof^ 17$. 

Stroud quarter, a hamlet, 29. 

Style, Sir 01>?er, miraculou^^^^j^pp 
of, 209, (note). 

St. Legers, notices of^ 202-3. 

St. RumwDld,'^' the Infant teint,' «^ 
count of, 40, (note). 

Sunday street, a hamle^. 9S^, 

Surrenden, a seat, 805. ^ ' ' " 

Swifts place, a seat. 'S^. 

Sydney family, partibnilak ol, 192,' 

?^"^. .; .-^ , • 

T. 

Taywell, a seat,' 95. 

Tenterden church, remarks on, 240; 
singutkr stoi^^ ebniSected' with ^ts 
tower, 241-2, Cnote). 

Timber, remarks on the pvesaal 
price of, 51, (note). 

To*te, C»pt|iji^ ^iebolw, ipenjorj^^e 
for. bis attachment to matrunony, 
02,' (note)'.' 

?ang9, aiM, U5. 

Tri»l, ^.rqamr?^^ <^«. betw/qen 

' Odo, Bishop of Baienl and Arch- 
bishop' Lanfranc, 249, (Dote> 

r: ' 

mcart, aceoMt of tfj^oae pf Gran- 
brook, from ISfiA ti» ilOO, 3^5, 
(note ). 

Vineyards, at Godhigton, 63, (note); 



Upper green, a hamlet, IS^ 
Lady Dorothy Sydney, 223; a 



the 



account of the family of, ib. 
Warbao^ Archbishop, remarks on, 

Weald, boundary of, i-z; Name, 
early state, and civil and religions 

y. £pndition, z-zzviii; state of the 
hiboriog poor, zzviii-zzzi| cus- 
toms and privileges, zzzi-zli ; soil, 
jproducts^ yalue of land, See, zli- 
zliit •' climate, scenery, &c. zUii- 
zlvi; roads, zlvi-li; minerals, li- 

Weald of Kent Gamd^ observations 

on, lii-lFi| 9S. . 
Wiarton, a seat, 48. 
Wickhurst-green, a hamlet, 69. 
WilNattl the conqueror, liberality of, 

101, (note). 
Wi)8lc|r armlet, M. 
Wincbet-hill, ntfe views firom, 162 ; 

original seat of the Roberti fiunily, 
. ]b,v f note).. 

Wittersham, parn|h of, 180. 
9^9(94fi^g^efsi,>a hamlet, 29. 
Wotton family, notices of, 41. 
W^iti SlrTifeomas^ hooorablfe nie^ 

t|oi)' of by ' An tfiony Woo^ ftM-nro^ 

<Df, 60, (note;. 

" ^• 

Yew trees, utility of, in former timci, 

91, (note). 
Tokes place, a seat, 167. 

Nn2 



Walen, Printer, Cnmbiook. 
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